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NEVE SHALOM
By Gerald Zelizer

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin

W

e are getting closer to living in a made
to order world. Sure, when you go to
one of the diners in the area, you can order a
cup of coffee, but venture into a Starbucks
and you have to master a completely new
language to craft your own coffee creation.
How much training does a barista need to
even begin to understand how to make a
venti double cup decaf caramel macchiato,
extra whip, whole milk, 6 pump vanilla, extra
caramel drizzle, caramel brulee topping or a
tall nonfat chai?
There are clothing companies who will
take your measurements, send them to China
and have suits made entirely to your
specifications, letting you choose the cut, the
lapels, the lining and even the buttons. Go on
line and you can design your next car down to
the inch.
We’ve even entered into this era in the
administration of the synagogue. During my
first year at Neve Shalom, I was fascinated by
the process that we utilized to design our
new logo. I had no idea how we would find a
graphic designer and work with him or her to
develop a logo unique to our shul and
expressive of our particular mission and
vision.
I learned. There is a website on which
you can describe your organization and what
message you want your logo to convey and
different designers from all over the world
will submit proposals to bid for the job. At
the end of the day, our new logo, designed
specifically for us, expresses our aspiration to
work together and to be an inclusive, Jewish
community in which each of us supports the
entire community and specifically our fellow
congregants and each of us feels the support

that is extended to us.
When it came time to design a separate
logo for our planning initiative, we went back
to the website and we connected to another
artist who started with our existing logo and
added a road and a tree to express the sense
that our synagogue is on a journey to a
healthy and thriving future. I don’t know
which individual submitted the proposal that
we ultimately used, but seem to remember
that at least one of the applicants was
communicating with us from her home in
India.
We are a Conservative congregation
learning how to live in this era of hyper
personalization.
This may seem like a
conflict. After all, ours is a tradition with a
fixed liturgy and set rituals which rest on
centuries of precedent. How much room can
this leave us for the creativity necessary to
accommodate the needs of this era which
demands so much more flexibility and
attention to personal needs?
We are learning that the dictates of our
tradition are not constraining us, but are
instead giving us more and more powerful
ways to meet the needs that our members
raise
in
our
conversations
and
communications.
Over the holidays that we just
celebrated, our alternative High Holiday,
“Searching for Meaning,” services came out
of a need that was expressed for a more
engaging and accessible holiday experience.
Hearing that plea, an intrepid group of lay
leaders headed by Michele Rosenfield met
regularly for the entire year, picking a theme,
choosing texts and prayers and discussion
topics that would enable the kind of

participatory liturgical and intellectual experience that
people
were
finding elusive in
the more traditional services that take
place each year in the sanctuary. I attended
many of the planning meetings and they were
among the most exciting and creative
gatherings that take place here.
It was energizing to find that the deeper
we dove into our stores of Jewish literacy, the
more tools we had to construct a meaningful
service.
Similarly,
another
group
became
concerned that we were becoming too insular.
They recognized the need for us to engage
more with those around us and to join our
vision for a more just world with the visions of
the other individuals, churches, mosques,
temples and synagogues with whom we share
this larger civic community. After months of
planning, this initiative led by Judy Richman,
Julie Hersch and Susan Levinson had adopted
the name “Gesher” which means “bridge” in
Hebrew and they hosted an event attended by
close to one hundred people from a profusion
of different faith communities for an afternoon
of discussion and relationship building.
This powerful afternoon arose from the
theme that begins in the Book of Genesis and
runs through our entire tradition, urging us to
recognize the sanctity and dignity of every
human being and to hear the voices of any who
would call out in need.
(continued on page 8)
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In Memoriam

W

ould you go to see an Off-Broadway
show with stories and songs about
American Jewish celebrities? Such a show was
created based on the book of interviews by
Abigail Pogrebin called “Stars of David.” The
musical will be performed at Neve Shalom on
Sunday, November 10 at 4:00 pm. It stars four
very talented NJ cantors and me. We each
play about six different characters including
Fran Drescher, Gwyneth Paltrow, Gloria
Steinem, Norman Lear and many others. The
songs were written by great Broadway and
Off-Broadway composers and lyricists
including Marvin Hamlisch, Sheldon Harnick,
Tom Kitt, Michael Feinstein, Maltby and
Shire and several others.
The speeches and songs tell of American
Jewish experiences. Some celebrities remember seders and others weddings. I sing of
Andy Cohen’s bar mitzvah memories and
there are songs about Fran Drescher and Joan
Rivers. My hope is to fill the sanctuary for
this professional show. The instrumental
musicians include Broadway pit orchestra
performers and the Paper Mill Playhouse
concert master violinist.
Some songs are clever; the one about
Aaron Sorkin is filled with euphemisms and
never mentions the word “Jewish.” Some are
emotional; Ruth Bader Ginsburg sings, as a

teen, of not being counted in the minyan to
say Kaddish for her mother. Leonard Nimoy
sings about how he was affected by antiSemitism and the finale talks about what we
can pass “L’dor v'dor” from generation to
generation.
General Admission seats are $25 and
Patrons seats, which include your names in
the program and seats in the center, are $50
each. You can get tickets online at: https://
www.neveshalom.net/event/stars-ofdavid.html You don’t need to spend money
to drive to NY, no parking fees, no “theater
charge” and the tickets are a lot less
expensive than most Broadway and
Off-Broadway shows. Please invite your
friends to this uplifting, sometimes touching,
often funny and very relevant show.

Howard Kaufman
Our member and husband of
Marian Kaufman
Charlotte Frisch
Mother of Robin Horwitz and
mother-in-law of David Horwitz

Please remember Neve
Shalom with a gift in your
will, trust, retirement
account or life insurance
policy.

If you would like to include the name of someone who is ill
(including yourself) to be recited for a Mi Sheberach (prayer
for healing) when the Torah is read, please e-mail the Hebrew
(preferred) or English name of that individual to Steve Gross
at stephang@optonline.net. You may also contact the
synagogue office by phone with this information.
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From the Synagogue President
Greetings! I’ve had a number of requests that we publish my Rosh
Hashanah message in the bulletin—here it is:
Some dear friends shared the following story with me recently
and I wanted to share it with all of you. There was a rabbi living in
the mid-19th century. When his students heard that a locomotive
was coming into the village for the first time, they said to the rabbi,
“We’ve got to see the locomotive!” The rabbi said, “We’ll continue
to study,”. “Rabbi,” the children said, “the whole world is talking
about it. We’ve got to see it.” They pressured him repeatedly until
finally, when the day came for the mysterious machine to arrive, the
rabbi brought his students to the center of town to stand with all the
people of the village in eager anticipation.
The locomotive finally appeared with a deafening noise, spewing
flames and billowing smoke. The rabbi, like the rest of the people in
the town, stood mesmerized, marveling at the sight. Moments later,
the train sped out of the village and the crowd dispersed. The
townspeople returned to do their work and to their homes, but the
rabbi stood in his place, transfixed. “Rabbi, are you feeling okay?”
the concerned students asked. The rabbi, with a smile, responded,
“What have you learned from what you saw today?”
One student spoke about the smoke, another spoke about the
noise, and a third spoke about the speed. Then the rabbi said, “Let
me tell you what I saw: There was one car with a fire in its belly, and
it carried all the other cars. It only takes one car with fire to move an
entire train.”
Rabbi Sharon Brous, commenting on this story, says; “There
are extraordinary people in each generation who have the fire and
the power to lead us. The rabbi perceived from the locomotive that
strong leaders propelled by passion and vision can render incredible
results. Each person has the potential to be a locomotive with their
own unique distinct fire. We must be about innovating, dreaming
and most of all, helping every individual find the fire in their own
belly and giving them the courage to let it burn.”
Neve Shalom has a unique history of creative thinking. From our
lay Torah reader program to our lay service leaders, from our
egalitarian services to our innovative Men’s Club Torah on Tap

By Andrea L. Colby

programs, our nursery school, our Adult Education events and more
recently, Community Shabbat dinners, “Shabbat With a Twist”
programs, loom room, educational developments, Gesher team and
our upcoming Shir b’Yachad service, we have a strong foundation of
activities that engage our community on spiritual, educational and
social bases (and sometimes, all three at the same time!). Most, if
not all, of these innovations started with an idea from one person or
a small group of individuals who worked together to foster them into
institutions for the Neve Shalom community.
As we move forward into the year 5780, we will be seeking to
innovate and create together on a number of fronts: engaging our
young families from our Early Childhood Center and Religious School,
both children and parents; deepening our relationships with the
larger Jewish community through our ties with the Jewish
Community Center and Temple Emanu-El; exploring new ways to
bring to our lives spirituality and an appreciation of the meaning
Judaism brings to us; and finding ways to come together to be a
center for our Jewish community so we can be there for each other in
good times and tough times.
We recently returned from two weeks in Italy. We visited
Spoleto, the home of the “Festival of the Two Worlds”—a three-week
cultural celebration of music, dance and theatre having a long-term
partnership with the city of Charleston, South Carolina. On our way
to visit one of about four million churches we saw while we were
in Italy, we ran across a billboard that read: “Coming together is a
beginning; keeping together is progress, working together is success.”
Any one of us and, indeed, every one of us, can be a spark: we can
come up with an idea that will engage and light the fire of passion in
others. Bring us your spark! We have an incredible group of clergy
and lay leaders on our board and executive team who can help
nurture these sparks into fire, so we can enrich our community life
for years to come.
Our board looks forward to coming together with you, keeping
together with you and working together with you in 5780. Here is
wishing that your year has started off in spectacular fashion!

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for chanting Torah during
the month of September. T=Teen, JR=Junior
Torah Readers
(not counting Rosh Hashanah)
Ron Becker .................................. 1
Andrea Colby ............................... 1
Lawrence Dombrow .................... 4
Eric Goldman ............................... 1
Rosalie Green .............................. 2
Bruce Greenberg ......................... 1
Miriam Kafker ............................. 2
Rena Kallman .............................. 6
Aron Richman.............................. 6
Mark Rosenfield .......................... 19
Michele Rosenfield ...................... 10
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Daniel Rushefsky ......................... 1
Brett Schildkraut .......................... 6
Stacey Sern .................................. 3
Naomi Sessler .............................. T2
Arlene Smith ................................ 1
Barbara Spack .............................. 3
Eric Steinbach .............................. 1
Haftarah
(not counting Rosh Hashanah)
Stacey Sern
Naomi Sessler ........................ T
Larry Wineberg
David Yellin
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Early Childhood Center News

Religious School News
By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Program Director

By Marilyn Beutel, Director

W

e hope everyone enjoyed the busy chaggim/holidays from
Rosh Hashanah through Sukkot and Simchat Torah. Now that
the chaggim are behind us, we start from the beginning again when
reading the Torah. The talmidim/students are doing the same as they
explore the weekly Torah portions and delve into Biblical times and
how the Jewish nation began through learning of the family
relationships between the Avot and Imahot, forefathers and mothers.
Speaking of families, we enjoyed a lovely combination of school and
family outing while going apple picking in October. The yeladim/
children, their parents, and even some grandparents went on a
hayride, wandered through a corn maze, and enjoyed picking fresh
apples right off the branches. All 39 people had a lovely morning at
the farm!
A couple of weeks later on Sukkot, the Religious School students
and their families enjoyed a filling and scrumptious "Breakfast in the
Sukkah" while admiring the lovely decorations the students made to
enhance the beauty of the sukkah. Rabbi Rosin spoke some words of
Torah and the students sang songs in Hebrew and in English revolving
around the chag/holiday of Sukkot.
We are pleased to announce that our Religious School is
growing! Two new students have enrolled and they have been
forming new friendships and learning and loving all aspects of
Judaism and our curriculum.
Later this month, our school will be participating in the Global
Day of Jewish Learning. This event focuses on different topics every
year. This year's topic is “Watching our words: words can hurt, words
can heal". As we prepare for these sessions, we are reminded again
of how people should speak to and treat one another, how not to
judge others and to be a good listener.
I would like to share a story with you that someone shared with
me. It concerns reserving judgement, whether through words or
actions. I shared this with my students and we ended up having a
very honest and thoughtful discussion:

Life at The Early Childhood Center is busy as
usual. On Monday mornings you can hear
the laughter and conversation from our
Parent and Me class where children aged
one to two years spend an hour with Morah
Joanmarie and a family member. Grandfathers and grandmothers,
parents and nannies are enjoying the special time with their child’s
first school experience. On Friday mornings the sound of singing,
musical instruments and cooing babies are heard through the halls
from our Baby, Music and Me class. This popular class is open to the
community free of charge.
We had a wonderful October observing the holidays. Our Pizza
in the Hut was a huge success. Parents and children, along with the
Rabbi and Hazzan enjoyed a pizza lunch in the sukkah singing songs,
shaking the lulav and etrog and spending time together. It was a festive and fun celebration for Sukkot. October was also Fire Prevention
Month so Firefighter Phil joined us for an informative interactive
puppet show, teaching us about fire prevention. And what Fire
Prevention Month would it be without a visit from our local
firefighters (one who happens to be one of our ECC parents) and
their firetruck.
We are always interested in new families joining our ECC community. If you or anyone you know is interested in learning about
our programs, feel free to have them contact me, Marilyn Beutel at
732-548-2238, ext 17.

A lovely little boy was holding two apples with both hands.
His mother came in and softly asked her little boy with a smile:
My sweetie, could you give your mom one of your two apples?
The boy looked up at his mom for some seconds, then he
suddenly took a quick bite on one apple, and then quickly on
the other. The mom tried hard not to reveal her disappointment.
Then the little boy handed one of his bitten apples to his mom
And said: Mommy, here you are. This is the sweeter one.
No matter who you are, how experienced you are, and how
knowledgeable you think you are, always delay judgement. Give
others the privilege to explain themselves. What you see may not be
the reality. Never conclude for others.
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Men’s Club Minute

By Lawrence Dombrow, Men’s Club President

T

he Men’s Club continues to engage its members and integrate
into the fabric of Neve Shalom. Last month we hosted the annual
Steak in the Sukkah event. Congratulations and thank you to Keith
Boxer and his culinary team and Rich Bulloch and Stu Shlossman for
teaching us about tequila.
The Men’s Club’s main program for November will be a Hearing
Men’s Voices event, scheduled for November 10 at noon at Neve.
Hearing Men’s Voices is a program run through the auspices of the
Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs to help men overcome their
reluctance to discuss important issues. Rabbi Rosin will be leading
the discussion this month.
I want to congratulate our Morton Fields Man of the Year – Lon
Dobbs, and our Youth of the Year – Naomi Sessler. Both are
extremely deserving. This year the dinner honoring the Regional Men
and Youths of the Year will take place on December 15 at 4:00 pm at
Congregation B’nai Tikvah, North Brunswick. Look out for additional
information and join us as we celebrate and honor all that Lon and
Naomi have done and continue to do for Neve Shalom.
Finally, Thanksgiving is at the end of the month. While it is of
course an American, as opposed to a Jewish holiday, the concepts are
embodied in all faiths, including ours. Neve proudly participates with
the other faith communities in observing an inter-faith Thanksgiving
celebration, and I encourage those who have never attended in the
past to try to come. I have found it moving and worthwhile. While
Thanksgiving did not become an official federal holiday until later, the
first Thanksgiving proclamation was encouraged by a resolution of
the very first Congress, and issued by President George Washington
in 1789.

and beseech him to pardon our national and other
transgressions, to enable us all, whether in public or private
stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and
punctually, to render our national government a blessing to all
the people, by constantly being a Government of wise, just, and
constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and
obeyed, to protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations
(especially such as have shown kindness unto us) and to bless
them with good government, peace, and concord. To promote
the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the
increase of science among them and Us, and generally to grant
unto all Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he
alone knows to be best. Given under my hand at the City of New
York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789.
May we all count our blessings, surrounded by family and friends,
here at Neve Shalom and beyond.

The text read:
Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the
providence of Almighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful for
his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor,
and whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint
Committee requested me "to recommend to the People of the
United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be
observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many
signal favors of Almighty God especially by affording them an
opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for
their safety and happiness. Now therefore I do recommend and
assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted
by the People of these States to the service of that great and
glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that
was, that is, or that will be. That we may then all unite in
rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks, for his kind
care and protection of the People of this Country previous to
their becoming a Nation, for the signal and manifold mercies,
and the favorable interpositions of his providence, which we
experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war, for the
great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have
since enjoyed, for the peaceable and rational manner, in which
we have been enabled to establish constitutions of government
for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national One
now lately instituted, for the civil and religious liberty with
which we are blessed; and the means we have of acquiring and
diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the great and
various favors which he hath been pleased to confer upon us.
And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our
prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations
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On the House

Called to the Torah
By Flora Cowen

J

ordan Lila Marmalade Gibney
-Krashen, the daughter of
Angela Gibney and Daniel
Krashen, will become a bat mitzvah on
Saturday, November 16. Her sister Alexis
Sofia Tamarind Gibney-Krashen will join
in the
celebration, along
with
grandparents Stephen and Rivka
Krashen from Malibu, CA, and Aunt
Deborah and Uncle Elan Glasser and
their children, Sidney Glasser and Julian Glasser (Jordan's cousins),
from Santa Monica, CA.
Jordan attends Highland Park Middle School, in Highland Park,
NJ, where she is in the 8th grade. Her favorite subject is English.
In sports, Jordan is on the school soccer team, and she also
participates in gymnastics. Her hobbies include classical and
popular singing, musical theater, and playing the guitar.
In her travels, Jordan hasn't been out of the USA yet, but she
has lived in Athens, GA, and Philadelphia, PA (where she was born),
and she has spent a lot of time in Los Angeles, CA. And, with her
family, she has taken lots of road trips as well, and she especially
enjoys visiting Washington, DC.
For her mitzvah project, she would like to do something
related to the environment. This might involve working with a
community group on tree planting or tree care, and possibly
cleaning up trash.

By Peter Hacker, House Vice President

T

his committee continues to work tirelessly on maintaining the
building we all love and in which we take pride. As you know, it
takes a village and I would like to thank all our members and
committees for making the High Holiday preparations so seamless.
A special thank you to Michael Seidner and his team for cleaning,
painting and replacement of fencing in our parking lot. Yasher koach.
We continue to review what needs to be done and prioritize the
necessary projects and also take care of the emergencies that occur.
Maintenance: Keeping up with repairs is a daily task. Before Rosh
Hashanah, sanctuary lighting issues were brought to my attention.
Bulbs were replaced to ensure a bright new year.
Security: Our Security Team, in coordination with the House
Committee continues to work with state, county and local law
enforcement to develop security policies and training. We have recently
completed the upgrades needed to improve our response time to any
event that might occur.
As we continue to move forward, we need all the help we can get.
If you have grant writing experience, any questions, comments or would
like to join our committee, please drop me a note at
alarmrx3902@gmail.com

N

eve Shalom continues to support
the efforts of
Jewish Family
Service of Middlesex County to help
the needy by
collecting food for the
Kosher Food Pantry. Food donations
may be left at the synagogue in the
closet near the stairs next to the stage.
USY will be collecting a different item
each month to be donated. Please
watch Neve Now! for more information.
Thank you for supporting these efforts!
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Dream Weavers
in the Neve Shalom Loom Room
Scholar In Residence
This year Neve Shalom is proud to present
the Rabbi Gerald L. Zelizer Scholar-inResidence, Dr. Gary Rendsburg. Dr. Rendsburg has spoken around the world on Rabbinic and Biblical topics at major conferences
and universities. He lives in Highland Park
and is a well-loved professor in both the
Gary Rendsburg
History and the Jewish Studies departments
at Rutgers University. He holds the distinguished Blanche and Irving Laurie Chair of Jewish History. He has
spoken several times at Neve Shalom and everyone always enjoys
his expertise and his ability to make his presentations accessible
and enjoyable for every level learner.
His new book, How the Bible Is Written, has been very well
received by readers and scholars. One reviewer states, “The goal of
How the Bible Is Written is to bring interested readers—scholars
and laypeople alike—closer to the original text of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament and to provide them with a greater appreciation
of its literary artistry and linguistic virtuosity. In short, this book
focuses not so much on what the Bible says as how the Bible says it.
Specific topics treated in this book include wordplay with proper
names, alliteration, repetition with variation, dialect representation, intentionally confused language, and more.”
He will be speaking Friday evening and Saturday morning,
November 22 and 23. His talk after the Friday evening service at
7:30 pm is about “How the Bible was Written and Reading
Creation”. On Shabbat morning during the 9:30 am service, he will
deliver a talk on that week’s portion: Chayei Sarah. Then after
lunch we will look at texts about Jacob and Rachel.
We are still seeking benefactors to help pay for this
outstanding Shabbat of study. Contact Hazzan Levin at 732-5482238 x 14 or Hazzan@NeveShalom.net for more information. There
is no charge for the program or refreshments and we encourage
you to invite friends and neighbors.

Priceless Experiences • Priceless Gifts
• Priceless Memories

Weaver Luciana, with husband
Joshua and daughter, Eleanor
Brinen, at the dress rehearsal
for Eleanor’s bat mitzvah.

After tying the tzitzit with her
husband David and mother-inlaw Doris, Margot Julis proudly
wears the tallit she wove.

Jared Laff models the tallit
he design ed which was
woven by his grandmother’s
best friend.

Bride Jennifer Gelfand and groom Hershy Cohen prepare
to be wrapped in a tallit at their wedding. The tallit was
woven for Hershy by Jen’s mother, Linda Gelfand
Have your own “priceless” experience by weaving a
tallit, challah cover, tallit bag, matzoh cover, afikomen bag
or even a chuppah! Make an heirloom for yourself, for or
with someone special.
For more information and to schedule your time on
the loom, contact: Cory Schneider at 717-574-1807 or
corstan65@gmail.com or Jennifer Bullock at 732-9068565 or rnjbullock@aol.com.
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Book Corner
I

am very excited to announce the three authors who will be
appearing at Neve Shalom’s Donald & Ruth Kahn Book & Author
Event on Sunday, March 22. Mark your calendar and look for more
details on the books, authors, and the event itself in the coming
months.








Cherise Wolas – author of The Family Tabor
Set over the course of a single weekend, and deftly alternating between the five Tabors, this provocative, gorgeously rendered novel,
reckons with the nature of the stories we tell ourselves and our
family and the price we pay for second chances.
Eileen Pollack – author The Professor of Immortality
Inspired by the true story of the Unabomber, it blends crime thriller
and family drama into a provocative novel; a tragicomedy about the
paradoxes of trying to be a decent human, and—maybe even trickier—of trying to be a decent mom.
Talia Carner – author of The Third Daughter
Rich with historical detail and evocative prose, it fictionalizes the
shocking true history of young Jewish girls from Russia who were
trafficked into prostitution in Buenos Aires. Impeccably researched
and beautifully written.











A

s you might know or guess, I am an avid reader. I especially enjoy
historical fiction, realistic/family fiction, biography/memoir, and,
of course, anything having to do with Jews and Judaism. I thought I
would share with you the following list of books I enjoyed while
reading for the upcoming Book & Author Event. In future editions of
“Book Corners” I will share more books of interest, as well as some of
my sources for finding Jewish Books.
 Not Our Kind by Kitty Zeldis— Set in postwar New York City; it is
about two women—one Jewish, one a WASP—and the wholly
unexpected consequences of their meeting.
 My Mother’s Son by David Hirshberg—A moving coming-of-age
story spiced with dark family secrets, historical references, dirty
politics, and poignant immigrants' tales.
 Wunderland by Jennifer Cody Epstein—Beautiful and haunting; a
wrenching tale of friendship and betrayal in Nazi Germany.
 The Hotel Neversink by Adam O'Fallon Price — A gripping portrait
of a Jewish family in the Catskills over the course of a century; a
family saga a murder mystery, and a ghost story.
 The Flight Portfolio by Julie Orringer — A gripping historical novel

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin
(continued from page 1)










By Amy Artman

based on the true story of Varian Fry's extraordinary attempt to
save the work, and the lives, of Jewish artists fleeing the
Holocaust.
A River Could Be a Tree: A Memoir by Angela Himsel —The
author’s seemingly impossible road from a Christian “cult” to a
committed Jewish life is traced with warmth, humor, and
religious and philosophical insights.
The Great Believers by Rebecca Makkai— An absorbing and
emotionally riveting story about what it’s like to live during times
of crisis.
The Immortalists by Chloe Benjamin— Both a dazzling family
love story and a sweeping novel of remarkable ambition and
depth; it probes the line between destiny and choice, reality and
illusion, this world and the next.
Lake Success by Gary Shteyngart—The bestselling author of
Super Sad True Love Story returns with a biting, brilliant,
emotionally resonant novel very much of our times.
The Female Persuasion by Meg Wolitzer— Charming and wise,
knowing and witty: a novel about power and influence, ego and
loyalty, womanhood and ambition.
Fleishman is in Trouble by Taffy Brodesser-Akner— An insightful,
unsettling, often hilarious exploration of a culture trying to
navigate the fault lines of an institution that has proven to be
worthy of our great wariness and our great hope.
In the Neighborhood of True by Susan Kaplan Carlton
The Limits of the World: A Novel Hardcover – April 16, 2019 by
Jennifer Acker
It's a Whole Spiel: Love, Latkes, and Other Jewish Stories by
Katherine Locke, Laura Silverman, Mayim Bialik
A Russian Immigrant: Three Novellas by Maxim D. Shrayer—The
wry and poignant novellas are a valuable addition to the
literature of exile, displacement, and the Diaspora.
An Innocent Bystander: The Killing of Leon Klinghoffer by Julie
Salamon— The definitive story of one American family at the
center of a single, shocking act of international terrorism.
Revolutionaries by Joshua Furst— A warts-and-all look at the
1960s counterculture through the eyes of Freedom “Fred”
Snyder, the child of an Abbie Hoffman-like activist leader.

And we continue to look to the resources of our tradition to meet the needs of our Early
Childhood Center families, our Religious School families, our seniors and everyone in between.
Rather than seeing this new era of customization and the recognition of individual needs as a
threat, we are learning that it is helping us to be more reflective, effective and creative. My
invitation to each of you is two-fold: First, please be in touch with us, with me or with any of our lay
leaders and let us know what you would like to see happening at Neve Shalom. And then, secondly,
please join us in thinking and planning and growing to meet your needs.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
Community Kiddush Fund
In Honor Of...........................................From
Neve Shalom .......................................... William and Rosa Heinbach
Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund
In Memory Of .......................................From
Aaron Braun, my brother ....................... Marlene Fineman
Anne Linksman, my sister ....................... Marlene Fineman
Ner Tamid/General Fund
In Memory Of .......................................From
Renee Mae Bodne Colby ........................ Abe and Judy Rosenstein
Jack Lindauer .......................................... Alma Rubin
Milton Grossman .................................... Beatrice Grossman
Anna Sladowsky ..................................... Beatrice Grossman
Miriam Goldman, my beloved sister ...... Benjamin and Gladys Leibowitz
Harriet Felder ......................................... Edward and Randi Garber
Gerson Felder ......................................... Edward and Randi Garber
Maxine Weinstein .................................. Edward Weinstein
Marvin Massey ....................................... Eleanor Massey
Yahrzeit .................................................. Jeffrey Einbond
Yahrzeit .................................................. Lisa and Walter Heskes
Elif Kleinman .......................................... Marlene Fineman
Solomon Fineman, my father-in-law ...... Marlene Fineman
Rikfa Kleinman ....................................... Marlene Fineman
Miriam Fineman, my mother-in-law ...... Marlene Fineman
Sam Braun, my father............................. Marlene Fineman
Esther Braun, my mother ....................... Marlene Fineman
Sidney Colby ........................................... Michael and Andrea Colby
Moe and Esther Roth ............................. Sandra Fields
Mussie Ull ............................................... Scott and Cindy Ull
Dennis Rubin .......................................... Stephen and Jacqueline Alter
Prayerbook Fund
In Honor Of...........................................From
Eliot Spack on his special birthday.......... Susan and Malvin Keller
Susy Schwartz Fund
In Honor Of...........................................From
Eliot Spack's 80th birthday ..................... Flora Cowen
Eliot Spack's 80th birthday ..................... Rena and David Kallman
Tikkun Olam Fund
In Honor Of...........................................From
Daniel and Corinne Rushefsky,
your newborn grandson ......................... Flora Cowen
In Memory Of .......................................From
Don Wernik ............................................ Flora Cowen
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Honor Of...........................................From
Neve Shalom .......................................... William and Rosa Heinbach
In Memory Of .......................................From
Ted Grossman ........................................ Gerald and Rhoda Grossman
Gitel Weisselberger ................................ Judith and Seymour Tabak
Jess Goldblatt ......................................... Lewis and Merle Lefkowitz
Don Wernik ............................................ Rose Kaufman
Howard Maltby ...................................... Stuart and Nancy Shlossman
Dorothy F. Keller .................................... Susan and Malvin Keller
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November Yahrzeits
ENGLISH DATE
11/1/2019

HEBREW DATE
03 Cheshvan

11/2/2019

04 Cheshvan

11/3/2019

05 Cheshvan

11/4/2019

06 Cheshvan

11/5/2019

07 Cheshvan

11/6/2019

08 Cheshvan

11/7/2019

09 Cheshvan

11/8/2019

10 Cheshvan

11/9/2019

11 Cheshvan

11/11/2019
11/12/2019

13 Cheshvan
14 Cheshvan

11/13/2019

15 Cheshvan

11/14/2019

16 Cheshvan

DECEASED’S NAME
Paul G. Friedel
Richard Coen
Max Sladowsky
Arthur Leckart
Mildred Loewenthal
Irene Heskes
Harriette Rubin
Clara Seiler
Carrie Emmer
Ida Mayoritz Zinaman
Emanuel Shultz
Harold Hart
Franklin Feld
Simon Schoenbrun
Alan Kafker
Joseph Askin
Joseph Lefkowitz
Hannah Shery
Abraham Joseph Wernik
Kate Butler
Laura Engel
Benjamin Berman
Lawrence Robinson
Minnie Gertler
Adele Kaplan
Joseph Newman
Shirley Berman
Sandor Gross
Madeline (Lynne) Schlitt
Rose Rand
Fannie Goldstein
Beatrice Frishling
Celia Weiser Wolman
Esther Lechman
Florence Spector
Samuel Rosenfeld
Kenneth G Levin
Anna Miller
Henry Schwemer
Helen Rosowsky
Michael Robin
Rose Rubin
Betty Helfman
Rose Steinman
Max Kimelman
Marlene Marburg
Lawrence Gelber
Sam Boyarin
Erica Robinson
Harry Weinstein
Libby Friedowitz
Evelyn Gietter
Carolyn Kampf
Mae Cowen
Michael Irving Bergman
Minnie Dultz
Marcia Goldstein

MOURNER
Son of Lena Feld
Father of Donna Coen O'Gorman, Husband of Volma Coen
Brother of Beatrice Grossman
Husband of Susan Leckart
Mother of Stanley Loewenthal
Mother of Walter Heskes
Mother of Carol Weiss
Mother of Joyce Wernik
Mother of Kenneth Emmer
Stepmother of Rhoda Grossman
Father of Gail Adler
Brother-in-Law of Edward Thompson
Husband of Lena Feld
father of Ruth Candeub
Husband of Miriam Kafker
Father of Miriam Saruya
Father of Susan Lass
Mother of Steven Shery
Great Grandfather of Charlotte Sheratsky
Mother of Rose Kaufman
Mother-in-Law of Gloria Engel
Great Uncle of Mindy Osterman
Brother-in-Law of Fredda Robinson
Grandmother of Sue Horwitz
Mother of Michael Kaplan
Father of Walter Newman
Great Aunt of Mindy Osterman
Father of Stephan Gross
Mother of Ira Schlitt
Mother of Marilyn Loewenthal
Mother of Esther Heller
Mother of Nita Polay Levin
Mother of Sandra Moss
Mother of Yetta Gelber
Mother of Sandra Goldberg
Grandfather of Susan Levinson
Brother of Robert Levin
Grandmother of Joseph Novello
Father-in-Law of Sandra Schwemer
Mother of Carole Gary
Husband of Beatrice Robin
Grandmother of Elyse Schulman
Mother of Richard Helfman
Aunt of Aron Richman
Father of Sara Emmer
Wife of Stephen Marburg
Son of Morris Gelber
Grandfather of Lenore Boyarin
Granddaughter of Fredda Robinson
Father of Barbara Parkoff
Aunt of Ronald Becker
Mother of Sharon Ludwin
Sister of Michele Bassoff
Mother-in-Law of Flora Cowen
Father of Jerome Bergman
Mother-in-Law of Davene Iris Dultz
Mother of Shelley Wiesner
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November Yahrzeits
ENGLISH DATE
11/15/2019

HEBREW DATE
17 Cheshvan

11/15/2019

17 Cheshvan

11/16/2019

18 Cheshvan

11/17/2019
11/18/2019

19 Cheshvan
20 Cheshvan

11/20/2019
11/21/2019
11/22/2019

22 Cheshvan
23 Cheshvan
24 Cheshvan

11/23/2019

25 Cheshvan

11/24/2019

26 Cheshvan

11/25/2019

27 Cheshvan

11/26/2019

28 Cheshvan

11/27/2019

29 Cheshvan

11/28/2019

30 Cheshvan

11/29/2019

01 Kislev

11/30/2019

02 Kislev

Sincere thanks
to those families who
contributed to the
purchase of the
beautiful flowers that
graced our bimah for the
High Holy Days.

DECEASED’S NAME
Gitel Weisselberger
Morton Lipschutz
Sylvia Leibowitz
Yetta Grodzicki
Melvin Berg
Morris Lehrhaupt
Zelda Sternberg
Sophie Schreiber
David Rubin
Raymond Emmer
Henry Saruya
Molly Newman
Libby Markowitz
Minna Thompson
Nancy L. Levin
Henry Willner
Fay Strauss
Simon Rimsky
Jerome Engel
Ida Hodes
Abraham Janoer
Betty Richman
Irwin Silberg
Emil Kalfus
Leon Napchen
Kevin Heller
Evelyn Hacker
Rose Kaufman
Steven Frederick
Leon Greenhouse
Eugene W. Weiner
Harriette Thor
Emanuel Neugroschel
Irvin W. Rubin
David Berkowitz
Lillian Rubenstein
Libby Hart

MOURNER
Mother of Judith Tabak
Father of Robert Lipschutz
Mother of Benjamin Leibowitz
Mother of Bernard Grodzicki and Gladys Leibowitz
Friend of Harold Geller
Uncle of Judith Spiegel and Sandra Fields
Sister-in-Law of Fredda Robinson
Mother of Philip Schreiber
Husband of Alma Rubin
Brother of Kenneth Emmer
Husband of Miriam Saruya
Mother of Walter Newman
Mother of Iris Berman
Mother of Edward Thompson
Mother of Bruce Levin
Father of Ellen Romm
Mother of Aaron Strauss
Father of Olga Brahin
Husband of Gloria Engel
Mother of Frances Schonberger
Father of Beatrice Robin
Mother of Aron Richman
Father of Linda Beller
Brother of Bernard Kalfus, Father of Richard A. Kalfus
Father of Joel Napchen
Brother of Marc Heller
Mother of Peter and Martin Hacker, Aunt of Sara Emmer
Stepmother of Howard Kaufman
Father of Gary Frederick
Uncle of Beverly Perry
Father of Carla Heller
Mother of Merrill Thor
Father of Eric Neugroschel
Father of Carol Weiss
Brother of Gail Slobodien
Grandmother of Karen Newman
Mother-in-Law of Edward Thompson

Aimee and Kenneth Braverman
Carol & Peter Hacker
Ira & Madeline Tolins Schlitt
Seymour & Rene Bromberg
Marcia Horn
Cory & Stan Schneider
The Bullock Family
Sue & Alan Horwitz
Elyse, Haley & Whitney Schulman
Sondra & Joel Caplan and Family
David & Robin Horwitz
Jeffrey Schulman
Coen-O'Gorman Family
Marian & Howard Kaufman
Andrew & Phyllis Shepard
Barbara Cohen & Robert Levin
Mal & Susan Keller
The Shlossman Family
The Colby Family
Michael Kesler & Barbara Reed
Martin & Judy Slutzky
Christina & Mark Daniels
Bob & Carole Kussner
Barbara & Eliot Spack
Karen Alexander & Fred Eines
Susan & Bennett Lass and Family
Lisa and Dan Spiegel
Marlene Fineman
Ben & Gladys Leibowitz
Michelle & Neil Stein and Family
Morris Gelber
Betty & Manny Leventhal
Jerome Stern
Harold, Robbie, Melanie and David Geller
Dorie & Bruce Levin
The Szteinbaum Family
Susan & Eric Goldman
Robert, Nancy, Max & Francine Lipschutz
Judy & Sy Tabak
Elaine & Mark Goldstein
Joshua & Karen Margolin
Beverly Tilbor
Stacey Sern & Jonathan Greenberg
The McCabe Family
Abe & Sandy Vorensky
Beatrice & Stefanie Grossman
Steven & Judy Richman
Rhoda & Jerry Grossman
The Schildkraut Family
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Know someone who needs help?
Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat!
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after
surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the
Mitzvah Mission.
No Mission Is Impossible!
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
732-858-1764

HAIMM

MONUMENTS FOR
ALL CEMETERIES

MEMORIAL CENTER
10 MAIN STREET
732-634-8500
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
732-634-1521
800-729-0582
Fax: 732-750-0120

GOLDSTEIN
FUNERAL CHAPEL INC.
We value the dignity and the sanctity of the
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain
reverence for the Jewish tradition.
Exclusively Jewish Operated
Conveniently Located
Large Chapels
Martin Goldstein, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. 4025
2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison
732-777-0032

Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy
Nationwide
SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON

POPPER and GRAFTON - ATTORNEYS AT LAW
225 West 34th Street
Suite 1806
New York, NY 10122-1600
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Neve Shalom
Jewish Community Center
250 Grove Avenue
Metuchen, NJ 08840
732-548-2238

November 2019 — Cheshvan/Kislev 5780
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