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NEVE SHALOM
By Gerald Zelizer

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin

W

ith apologies to George and Ira
Gershwin, as I look out of my office
window these days, I can’t help but think to
myself, “Summertime. . . and the living is, “
well, it’s about the same as the rest of the
year. Now that I have reluctantly become an
adult, my summer is not that much different
from my autumn, my winter or my spring.
It is times like this that I miss the idyllic
summers of my childhood. Growing up in
Michigan, my family would spend a week or
two every summer in a cottage in the
compound of cottages on the shore of Lake
Huron where my father had also spent his
summers when he was a boy. Every year,
the same assemblage of cousins and family
friends made their way up to the town of
East Tawas and resumed the same
discussions, the same games and the same
friendships that we had left behind at the
end of the summer before.
During those magical weeks, the days
were filled with swimming, boating, long
walks by the water and making sandcastles
on the beach. The evenings were packed
with a rotating schedule of movies,
miniature golf tournaments and expeditions
to one of the nearby ice cream parlors.
I remember the golden light of the sun
shining off of the water and the birch trees
as it rose in the east and the feeling of laying
in the cold sand at night on those clear
evenings when we would settle onto the
beach and search the sky above for shooting
stars, marvel at the Milky Way or, once or
twice, revel in the spectacle of the Northern
Lights.
Some of my earliest religious experiences are linked to my childhood summers,

the weeks that I spent in Tawas and the
experiences that I had canoeing in Algonquin
Park in Canada and hiking out west on teen
trips that were organized by the Jewish
Community Center in Detroit.
And this is why I resonate to the story
about the rabbi who asks her young
congregants why it is so hard for them to
participate in services in the fall with the
same passion that they display when they
describe the prayer experiences that they
enjoyed over the summer at a Jewish
summer camp.
One night after services, the rabbi
invites all of the children and teenagers to
stay behind after Adon Olam and she asks
them for their help. “This is almost like being
at camp.” She says. “You’re davening with
your friends. We’re using all of the same
melodies.
How come you all look so
disinterested? What else can we do to make
this more like the services you loved last
summer?”
To which one of the wise young congregants responds, “Dig us a lake. We can’t pray
without a lake.”
In a book called A Wild Faith: Jewish
Ways into Wilderness, Wilderness Ways into
Judaism, a friend and colleague of mine,
Rabbi Mike Comins, applies a Hasidic insight
that was first offered about the Exodus story
and shows how it describes the value of
experiencing nature as well. The Hasidic
rabbis describe the consciousness of the
Israelites who lived under Egyptian servitude
as mochin d’katnut, a small or limited awareness. After the Exodus, however, they were
exposed to the opposite, mochin d’gadlut, an
expanded awareness of the world around

them
and
the
possibilities
to
recognize and to
create sanctity all
around them.
Rabbi Comins
teaches that that
kind of expanded consciousness also rises out
of our experiences of the outdoors as we
begin to see our own lives in the context of
the wonders of the natural world.
Our goal as a synagogue and my goal as a
rabbi is to communicate ways in which our
consciousness can be expanded and our
prayers can be inspired. Unfortunately, it is
not in our plans to dig a lake anywhere on our
property. Alternatively, let me suggest a
modest goal for each of us to attain at some
time over the summer months to come:
cultivate moments of peace and beauty.
Search out a sunset. Go outside on night
when meteor showers are predicted. Find a
stream and sit by it and take to time to watch
and listen for a while.
And next fall, summon those memories
and sounds and images when you come to
services and read the words “the heavens
rejoice and the earth celebrates” in Psalm 96
which is included in the Friday evening service
or “The heavens tell of God’s glory and the sky
proclaims God’s handiwork” in Psalm 19 which
we offer on Shabbat morning.
Over the weeks and months and come, I
hope that each of us will make a conscious
effort to spend some time outside in ways that
will deepen our spiritual practice all year long.
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I

n the Bible, Shavuot was one of the major
Jewish celebrations, one of the few times
each year ancient Jews visited the Temple in
Jerusalem. For many of us today it is barely on
our radar. I am guessing that is because most
of the special observances for Shavuot take
place in the synagogue and not in the home.
For Pesach we obviously have seder dinners
with family and friends. On Sukkot many build
an outdoor temporary shelter and entertain
guests during that holiday week. While there
are synagogue rituals for Sukkot and Pesach, I
am guessing that many of us put more energy
in the home aspects then the congregational
parts of these holidays.
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur have
many hours of prayers to recite, and great
attendance at services. I am guessing that
even on those most holy days a festive family
Rosh Hashanah dinner or a post Yom Kippur
“break fast” are enjoyed by more people than
those who heard Kol Nidre or Un’taneh Tokef.
Studies show that lighting Chanukah candles
is one of the most observed rituals in Judaism.
Neve Shalom puts lots of energy into family
friendly, participatory services on Simchat
Torah and Purim. What should we be doing
for Shavuot?
The traditional celebrations include holy
day prayers and melodies, special Psalms to
praise God (Hallel), and reading of the Torah
(Shavuot is the time of the giving of the
Torah). Some years we honor our 10th grade
students with a confirmation service. We read
part of the Book of Ruth; a biblical story of
one woman’s devotion to her family and
Judaism. Last year the Men’s Club organized
an “all-night” series of lectures ending with a
sunrise service, most years we study the first
evening of Shavuot until 11:00 pm or
midnight. During the morning service we
chant a beautiful poem, Akdamut, extolling
nature and God’s gifts. On the 2nd day of the
holiday we include memorial prayers for our
loved ones who have passed away, as we also
do on Yom Kippur, the end of Sukkot and
Passover.
On kibbutzim in Israel, Shavuot is
celebrated for its agricultural connections of
first fruits and flowers. There is a tradition of
eating dairy on Shavuot. Some say that since
we are “receiving the Torah” on this holiday
we didn’t have the rules of kashrut prior to
having the Torah. Without the rules we
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wouldn’t know how to slaughter and kasher
animals so we eat vegetarian and dairy,
avoiding meat altogether.
While I would love to see many families
in shul on Shavuot, (Saturday evening June
8, Sunday morning and evening June 9 and
Monday morning June 10), I am a realist
who at least would want all of our Jewish
children connecting with the themes of the
holiday in any ways they can. Since there is
no Hebrew School this year around Shavuot I
would like to make some suggestions of
ways families with children can let their kids
know that Shavuot is important and that
these are special days.
 Have festive meals including candle
lighting, challah, wine and home holiday
rituals.
 Eat special foods for Shavuot such as
blintzes, cheesecakes and ice cream.
 Decorate your home for Shavuot.
Perhaps
images
of
the
Ten
Commandments, Torah pictures, Jewish
stars, center pieces or decorations of
fruits and flowers can help us appreciate
the beauty of this holiday.
 In Temple days (thousands of years ago)
we brought our first fruits to Jerusalem.
Perhaps some families can purchase
fruits (or if you have a garden grow
them) and bring some fruit to local food
pantries and soup kitchens.
 If you can, come to synagogue services.
If sitting for a 2 ½ hour service is too
much for your kids, come at about 11:00
am (the services in the morning will end
at about noon). If kids are in the
sanctuary when we return the Torah
scrolls to the ark, we will happily let
youngsters carry around toy Torahs and
join the procession. Any children who
would like can help lead Ein Kelohenu
and we will give them some candy.
Cheesecakes will be served after
services.
If there are other suggestions that
families are doing to help celebrate this
beautiful and special holiday, I would love to
hear about them and perhaps share new
ideas with others in our community.
I wish you a happy and healthy Shavuot and
look forward to each of us celebrating it in
meaningful and memorable ways.
Chag Sameach. Happy holiday.
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From the Synagogue President
Dearest Congregants.
It has been my honor to serve as your president. There is so
much to reflect upon during the past two years. When I started this
part of the journey, I shared with you that as a daughter and
granddaughter of Holocaust survivors, I wanted to do my part to
support Jewish continuity and strengthen our community. There is
much that we have accomplished together and will continue to
achieve. I want to thank our clergy, our staff, the hard-working
Executive Committee and the Board of Directors, and all the
committee members and volunteers for all of their time and
dedication to our synagogue. I also want to thank all of YOU for your
on-going passion, support and dedication to Neve Shalom.

By Debbie Schildkraut

Religious School Director position. She engaged quickly as head
teacher this past year and has previously been part of our Nursery
School staff. Sincerest thanks to Judy Slutzky for stepping in for
countless hours to run the Hebrew School, tag-teaming with Hazzan
Levin.
Our volunteer leadership was strengthened in the following ways:
 The Executive Committee had been jump-started with a goalsetting retreat, plus I had worked with every VP to select a
chairperson to foster experience for future leadership.
 Board Training took place after I submitted an application to
USCJ for the “Sulam for Current Leaders Program.” We were
approved, and Sulam helped us build our collaboration skills for
greater effectiveness, plus outline key actions and considerations
for our new Board.
 A Past President’s Council was launched to establish an ongoing
dialog and mentorship with Past Presidents, and recognize them
for their knowledge, insights, and expertise to help the current
leadership meet the goals for our community.
 Personnel Committee:
We re-established this dormant
committee. They created our first ever Employee Handbook, and
guidelines for employee policies and reviews. This group also
helped with job postings, interviewing, and establishing an
employee evaluation process. Their work has been
time-consuming and invaluable. Sincerest thanks to Susan
Lemerman who chaired the committee, followed by Craig
Koster and Gail Schuetz who recently took over as co-chairs,
and the rest of the amazing team.
 Constitution Committee: This committee was re-instituted to
clarify wording for inclusiveness as it pertained to people with
disabilities. The revision was adopted by the Board, and we are
looking at more ways to be inclusive.
 Nursery School Committee: Re-launching this committee during
the past 2 years helped build community with special
programming: a Family Dinner Dance, Parent’s Night Out, and a
very successful Trike-a-thon & Petting Zoo which was open to
the public. A special shout out to Joanna Koster and Liz London
for their hard work and dedication.
 Adult Education Committee: continues to bring in top-notch
speakers like Susannah Heschel. We thank this resourceful
committee for their incredible work and remember Bob Moss of
blessed memory.
 Gratitude to Members: Sincerest thanks to Bruce Levin who
stepped in to help us strengthen our Membership efforts,
bringing back Chai Shabbat, working with Melissa Boxer to
create a meaningful event that celebrates dedicated and
long-time members.
 Spacktacular: A highlight of the year was honoring our beloved
Barbara and Eliot Spack. With profound respect and gratitude
to all they have done and continue to do, we brought this fundraiser back to what it needs to be for recognition and one of our
highest ad journal revenues to date.

“Be like a tree. Stay grounded. Connect with your roots. Turn over a
new leaf. Bend before you break. Enjoy your unique natural beauty.
Keep growing.” I’ve often used a tree analogy to write and speak
about our synagogue, and this quote by New York artist Joanne
Raptis really strikes a chord for me. Judaism has always naturally
aligned itself to the importance of trees. Our tree or Neve Shalom
community has been strengthening its roots, planting new seeds,
fortifying its foundational components, and branching out into new
ways to cultivate and nurture each member’s Jewish journey.
Strategic goals and priorities were established when we started
this administration. With the Executive Committee and Board of
Directors, we faced a landscape where we were down two major
fundraisers; we had major staffing roles to renegotiate, hire, and
navigate; we have had significant building infrastructure challenges
evolving on a regular basis with a 65 year old structure; we have
been experiencing a world that is growing increasingly complicated
as it pertains to safety and security.
With our work cut-out for us, our strategic priorities have included:
 Defining and rolling out collaboration and improvement plans
across all aspects of the synagogue
 Providing meaningful multi-generational life-long learning and
engagement experiences
 Ensuring security and safety as a priority
 Increasing our presence and involvement with broader
community outreach efforts
 Strategically assessing our fundraising efforts for fiscal
sustainability and responsibility
“Be like a tree. Stay grounded.”
We have no doubt made great strides to strengthen our staff and
increase resources and skills for volunteers. Has any other
administration had to negotiate, renegotiate and hire six major
positions in the synagogue? Rabbi, Hazzan, Synagogue Director,
Education Director, Nursery School Director, and Custodian. The
realities of timing dictated how and when those positions needed to
be addressed, and we are stronger from having gone through it. We
are very excited to welcome Marilyn Beutel to lead our Nursery
School. She will be a great asset, and she and Martha Mack have
been functioning as an amazing transition team. Nursery School
programs were capacity-filled!! Parents continue to rave about the
fun and exciting learning experiences for their children. Full Day
Kindergarten launched a very successful first year. Kudos to Martha
Mack!! We continue to have students for Kindergarten Wrap.
Miriam Dobin brings incredible enthusiasm and creativity to the

“Connect with your roots.” – Multi-generational programming and
engagement was named as a top-goal.
This message continues on page 8.
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Adult Ed News

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

What a spectacular year!

Susannah Heschel as our Rabbi Gerald Zelizer Scholar in Residence.
She was a great speaker who enchanted us with lessons from her
father, Jewish views of Islam (especially in the 19th Century) and
dealing with hatred through Jewish texts. We thank all of the
benefactors who made this outstanding event possible: Amy and Ira
Artman, Jerome Bergman, Richard and Jennifer Bullock, Andrea and
Michael Colby, Flora Cowen, Linda Erdreich, Julius Feinson, Lena Feld,
Sandra Fields, Harold and Robbie Geller, Joy and Sam Grafton,
Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern, Rhoda and Gerry Grossman,
Claudie and Gilbert Hayat, Michael Kesler and Barbara Reed, Gary
Matoren, Steven and Judy Richman, Debbie and Brett Schildkraut,
Stanley Schneider, Edna Sherber, Barbara and Eliot Spack, Lisa and
Dan Spiegel.
Our May speaker, Marjorie Ingall, discussed how “Mamale Knows
Best.”
In addition to classes and speakers, each year we host several
communal educational events. In November, the Global Day of Jewish
Study brought teachers from Temple Emanu-El, Rutgers Hillel and Neve
Shalom together for a cornucopia of wonderful learning opportunities.
There were additional programs for children and parents taught by our
faculty and Martha Mack.
The Ruth and Donald Kahn Book and Author event, chaired by Amy
Artman and Liz London, was a triumph in every way. The Pesach
University was a model of learning for many generations with programs
including wine tasting, cooking, “meaning,” arts, fun things to do at the
seder and other activities for pre-schoolers to seniors. In May for the
Israel and Shirley Segal Lecture the chief curator of the Polin Museum in
Warsaw joined us for a multi-media presentation.
We thank every person who taught, studied, attended, enjoyed
and helped make this such a successful year of programs at Neve
Shalom.

A

s we look back at this past academic year, the
Adult Education has hosted so many wonderful
classes and programs. This year, for the first time, we coordinated
many of our courses with Temple Emanu-El and the Adult Ed
Committee is interested in continuing this cooperative venture.
Members of Neve Shalom and Temple Emanu-El were able to take
courses at either or both congregations and study with Rabbis
Vaisberg, Rosin and Appel, Hazzan Levin, Steve Gross and others.
Neve Shalom hosted outstanding speakers and events. In
September, after the Selichot service we watched the moving film,
“Bogdan’s Journey”, about a pogrom in Poland after WW II. The
Gilbert and Claudie Hayat Shabbat Speaker series began in October
with Joshua Green speaking about “Justice at Dachau.” This was a
fascinating look at war crimes and the surprising fate that the Nazi
criminals faced. In November Rabbi, Lt. Commander, Melinda Zalma,
in uniform, gave a most informative talk about today’s chaplaincy and
how the different religions can work together in the military.
Ethel Brooks was our December speaker who discussed the
Garment Industry. She focused mainly on the horrible working
conditions imposed upon women textile workers in third world
countries. In January, Rabbi Gerald Zelizer gave a personal and
stirring presentation on Shabbat morning about Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. In February, Rabbi
Esther Reed spoke powerfully about B.D.S. on college campuses and
what she and other Hillel directors are doing to address these issues
around the country. Also, in February, we showed a four week series
of films about the Holocaust. Each told a different aspect of the story
and each was a powerful film in its own right. Another moving film,
“Rosenwald”, was also shown thanks to a grant from Gary Matoren in
memory of his daughter Debbie Lynn Matoren.
In March we had the wonderful opportunity to have Dr.

Hebrew School
News

Men’s Club Minute

By Miriam Dobin, Hebrew School Program Director

By Lon Dobbs, Men’s Club President

T

his has been an exciting year of new
beginnings and developing fun and
engaging programming for our children and
families.
Looking ahead to September, we will
begin school on Sunday, September 8.
Before you know it, Rosh Hashanah will be here and the crispness
of the autumn air will bring the chag, holiday of Sukkot. Our Hebrew
school and Hebrew High students along with their families are invited to
enjoy breakfast in the sukkah before classes begin on October 20.
Looking forward to a fun and educational year, but for now, have
an enjoyable and relaxing summer,
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A

s my term as President comes to a close, I would like to
thank all those that have helped the Men's Club to make
Neve Shalom, our Community, and the world a better place. As I
reflect upon the past two years, I have learned a lot about myself
and the Neve Shalom family of members. We are not all perfect,
and have faults, but we are passionate (sometimes even to a
fault) about trying to make our community better.
Let's wish Lawrence Dombrow and the new Men's Club
board the best of luck in continuing to strive towards the mission
of the FJMC, which is to involve Jewish Men in Jewish Life through
leadership, innovation, and community.
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Todah Rabah to the Marvelous Martha Mack
I

t is with very mixed emotions to share
with you that our dearest Martha
Mack, Nursery School Director, has
announced her retirement. Words can't
adequately express our sincere thanks
for all the love and passion she has given
to our Nursery School program for 16
years! Martha not only grew the
program, but she also launched a
Kindergarten in fall of 2017 that changed
a wish-list program into reality.
While there are so many things Martha has done for the Nursery
School, I will share some of the highlights. We are extremely proud of
the fact that we are a NAEYC (National Association for the Education
of Young Children) accredited pre-school and have been since
2003. Thanks to Martha’s leadership and diligence, we have been
re-accredited every five years since then and actually prepared all
year long (self-assessment and volumes of documentation) for
another five years of accreditation as of 2019. Being a NAEYC
accredited pre-school lets families in our community know that we
hold ourselves to the highest professional standards and that children
in our program are receiving the best care and early learning
experiences.
In addition to our core Nursery School classes, Martha has
overseen our Mommy & Me, Just Me, and a Kindergarten Wrap
programs to accommodate students whose school district only offers
a half-day program. Nearly three years ago, Martha started a weekly
program entitled "Mommy, Music & Me" for parents/caregivers and
babies (from 3 - 18 months) that is open to the public and has served
as a fun and wonderful introduction to our pre-school programs.
Martha also extended hours available from 7:30 am - 6:00 pm,
Monday through Friday, so that we can customize a child's school

By Debbie Schildkraut

experience to suit the scheduling needs of a family. “My Jewish
Journey” is yet another program she personally leads, offered once a
month on Sundays from 11:00 am – noon, for families with children
ages 3-5. The program explores Jewish holidays through art, music,
cooking, stories and games.
When Martha made the decision to retire, she gave us six
months’ notice because she felt very strongly about dedicating time
to helping us find an appropriate replacement who has the
credentials and experience to successfully guide Neve Shalom Nursery
School into the future. Martha helped us find, and recommended,
Marilyn Beutel to our search committee. Marilyn has already been
coming in for several weeks to work with Martha and meet the
teachers to ensure the smoothest possible transition.
We hope to see many of you at the June Community Shabbat
Dinner, when we will be thanking Martha and introducing
Marilyn. Additionally, on Saturday, June 8 during Shabbat Services,
please join us to honor and thank Martha as well for all her caring,
dedication, and unique ability to make Neve Shalom the warm, loving
and nurturing environment that students, parents and grandparents
love so much.
On behalf of everyone at Neve Shalom, sincerest thanks to
Martha for her creativity, warm-hearted nature, patience, knowledge,
experience, and leadership for serving 16 years in the position of
Nursery School Director. Under her guidance, hundreds of children
have benefited from a loving, nurturing environment, ideal for early
development and self-confidence. We wish Martha much happiness
and fun as she embarks on this next chapter of new and fulfilling
adventures. May she go from strength to strength!!

Called to the Torah
By Flora Cowen

E

leanor Brinen, daughter of Luciana Mallozzi and Joshua D. Brinen,
will become a bat mitzvah on Saturday, June 15.
Many family members will celebrate with Eleanor, including her
younger sisters Fran and Abigail, along with her grandmother Ruth Brinen
from Lake Worth, FL, and her grandparents Fernando and Janet Mallozzi
from Naples, FL. Also attending will be Uncle Aaron and Aunt Christine
Brinen, and cousins Ella and Jacob from Lansdale, PA; Uncle David and
Aunt Caroline Brinen, and cousins Alice and Everett of Wanaque, NJ;
Aunt Jess and Uncle Scott Lehman, and cousins Sophia and Sebastian,
from Kansas; and Aunt Emily Mallozzi and Uncle Matt Szymanski and
cousins Noah and Ella from Washington, D.C.
Eleanor is a 7th grade student at Edgar Middle School in Metuchen
where her favorite subjects are ELA (English Language Arts) and art class.
Eleanor plays the cello, and, she tells us, “I do martial arts at Sartori
Academy in Edison; I am an advanced brown belt in karate.”
Her travels outside of the United States include a trip to Australia
with her father when she was five years old.
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Ritually Speaking
Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people
for chanting Torah during the month of April.
T=Teen, JR=Junior

Ritual Team Changes
By Andrea L. Colby, Vice President, Ritual

A

s many of you are aware, I will be moving
on to another role here at Neve Shalom
as of July 1. I leave the position of Vice
President, Ritual, reluctantly as it has been a
great joy in my life to work with everyone on
the Ritual Committee over the past 12 years
as member, chair and vice president. This
work has been instrumental in demonstrating
how fortunate we are to have a deep,
knowledgeable and accomplished bench of lay
leaders in our synagogue. Our team, with our
Rabbi, not only provides insight into handling of ritual matters, they are
literally the heart of our shul, chanting Torah, Haftarahs and Megillot,
leading services, leading and attending morning minyan, comforting
mourners at shiva minyanim, planning and executing festival and holiday
services and a myriad of other responsibilities for which many other
synagogues need to hire experts.
Our Committee has been a true team and for their dedication, courage
and energy, Neve Shalom and I are incredibly grateful. Our new Vice
President responsible for leading the Ritual area now passes into the capable
hands of Bruce Levin and we will all give him our strong support. I look forward to working with you all as we move forward and continue to find and
share meaning in our lives through our Jewish spiritual practices. Thank you
to everyone!

Torah Readers
Ben Alter ................................. T 1
Ron Becker ............................. 12
Jake Bullock ............................ 10
Andrea Colby .......................... 3
Lon Dobbs ............................... 1
Lawrence Dombrow ............... 1
Eric Goldman .......................... 2
Rosalie Green ......................... 1
Bruce Greenberg .................... 5
Jennifer Greenberg ................. 1
Scott Greenberg...................... 2
Miriam Kafker ......................... 2
Rena Kallman .......................... 1
Elliot Kramer ........................... 1
Karen Newman ....................... 1
Aron Richman ......................... 7
Mark Rosenfield ..................... 19
Michele Rosenfield ................. 2
Daniel Rushefsky .................... 1
Steve Schneider ...................... 1

Jeffrey Schulman ..................... 2
Stacey Sern ............................. 4
Marty Slutzky .......................... 4
Arlene Smith ........................... 1
Lisa Spiegel.............................. 2
Alan Stern ............................... 1
David Yellin ............................. 4

Haftarah
Aimee
Braverman
Bruce
Greenberg
Eliot Kramer
Audrey Napchen
Seymour Tabak
Larry Wineberg

Shir Hashirim
Rena Kallman

Maya Shany – Our “Shinshinit”: Thank You for the Taste of Israel!

W

hat is a “Shinshinit” you may ask? Shin-shinim is the
"year of service program" that offers Israeli high school
graduates an opportunity to delay mandatory service in the
Israel Defense Forces and serve Diaspora communities for up
to 10 months. The program allows communities like ours to
meet young Israeli ambassadors and learn more about Israel.
Last year, Linda Gotlib, chair of our Israeli Awareness
Committee, submitted an application for Neve Shalom to
participate in this program, and we were selected and
approved by The Jewish Agency and Jewish Federation. Maya
Shany (pictured, at right: third from the left) was a weekly
welcome addition to our Hebrew School. The children looked
forward to seeing her and learning about Israel through her
eyes. Maya loves Israel and taught us how we should love and
appreciate our Jewish homeland. She introduced educational
and fun games, videos, lively discussions, visual aides,
interesting bulletin board displays and multiple topics regarding Israeli life and culture. She spoke with the Hebrew High students about her
preparation for joining the army, and shared information about the geography of Israel.
Maya also met with other groups within the synagogue as well as Hadassah to share insights and talk about various topics. She even
collected prayers from the congregation and brought them to the Kotel during a mid-year visit back home. Maya created a curiosity and desire to
visit Israel especially for our young audience. All of us, and especially the teachers and students thank Maya for all she’s achieved. We wish her
“hazlacha rabah”, much luck in all her future endeavors.
Submitted by Miriam Dobin and Debbie Schildkraut
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Dream Weavers in the Neve Shalom Loom Room
A Weaver Reflects
Ken Braverman had been talking about weaving himself a tallit since the Loom Room opened
almost four years ago. And this past April he wove himself a new tallit.
Here are Ken’s reflections:
As I completed my tallis project on the loom, I realized what an amazing transformation was
taking place while I worked. Not only were the threads woven together into a beautiful tallis and
tallis bag, but I also grew as a person and as a Jew.
At the beginning I was quite apprehensive about weaving. This was something completely
new for me, completely out of my comfort zone. It also required patience, and to say patience is
not my forte would be an understatement. I worked with a Loom Room volunteer who was
compassionate, calming and thorough as she taught me this new craft.
As I wove, my anxiety diminished, and I developed confidence in my newfound weaving
abilities. My once ubiquitous errors, or “kisses” as they were called, were becoming fewer and
fewer in number. Instead of focusing on the daunting task ahead of me, I began to enjoy the process and became excited about one day proudly
wearing my new tallis. I was transforming….
….and so was my tallis. The spools of thread, which had originally seemed to be individual colors,
islands of their own, began to transform into patterns of soothing colors. I was so proud of my
progress that I invited my daughter and granddaughters, Rebecca (almost 10) and Arianna (almost
7), to come see the weaving room and my work. Both girls were immediately excited to help
Grandpa and took turns catching the shuttle as it came through the tunnel. Arianna pronounced
that the tallis was beautiful. Rebecca said she wants one for her bat mitzvah, but that I would have
to make it for her.
I have just completed my work and a stunning, meaningful tallis was born. My wife Aimee,
daughter Sarah and granddaughters were all a part of this beautiful experience. I still may not be
the world’s most patient person, but I have learned a lot about myself and about how important
fostering the love of Judaism is for me.

Have your own “priceless” experience by weaving a tallit, challah cover, tallit bag, matzoh cover, afikomen bag or even a chuppah! Make an
heirloom for yourself, with or for someone special.
Give it a try!! YOU can do it!! Are you and your friends all invited to the same affair? Why not get together on a gift and weave a tallit or
even a wedding chuppah? What a beautiful joint gift from all of you. A gift that would be treasured for years to come.
For more information and to schedule your time on the loom, contact: Cory Schneider at 717-574-1807 or corstan65@gmail.com or
Jennifer Bullock at 732-906-8565 or rnjbullock@aol.com.

How Do We
Respond to the
New Anti-Semitism?
6•23•19 at 7:00 pm

Neve Shalom welcomes renowned
editor/author Jane Eisner to discuss this
timely topic on Sunday, June 23 at 7:00 pm.
This event is free and open to the public. A
Q&A
will
follow
the
presentation.
Refreshments will be served.
Jane Eisner, a pioneer in journalism, is
writer-at-large at the Forward and the 2019
Koeppel Fellow in Journalism at Wesleyan
University. For more than a decade, she was
editor-in-chief of the Forward, the first
woman to hold the position at the influential
Jewish national news organization.
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Highlights include:
 Mordechai
Rosenstein
Artist-in-Residence
Weekend:
Mordechai’s warmth and love of story-telling appealed to Neve
congregants of all ages. He had wonderful interactive art sessions
with our Nursery School, USY, parents, Hebrew School students,
55+ Club, Board members and various visitors. With over 70
participants, he led a Saturday evening Pinot & Painting event.
This world-renowned artist spent 5-days interacting with us and
creating a custom piece of art for Neve. His warmth and creativity
combined with the interactive programs were memorable. This
multi-educational array of events engaged our current members
of all ages and brought in potential members who participated.
 Immigration Theme: reconnecting with our Jewish roots, we
held several events for all ages including a speaker from HIAS, a
trip to the Lower East Side, and re-launching the Book and Author
Event designed for all ages on this powerful theme. Hazzan hosted
a multi-cultural “Coming to America” concert that brought in
several cultural community groups.
 Israel Awareness and Israeli teen goodwill ambassador: Neve
Shalom applied and was selected to host a teen ambassador from
Israel who spent time – primarily with our Hebrew School
students, but also with other groups in the synagogue - to bring
Israeli ruach and insights to our community. With thanks to chair
Linda Gotlib who arranged that, we also had an IAC dinner with
entertainment, IDF soldiers, concerts, panel discussions and other
Israel programming. Teaming with the Adult Education
Committee, we brought in Daniel Kurtzer, former Ambassador to
both Israel and Egypt.
 Community Shabbat dinners continue to be very successful and a
monthly highlight. A list of sponsors help defray the cost, making
dinner affordable for a family. We are thrilled that between 120190 people attend these dinners on a given night.
 Game Cart: We introduced this new idea for during Saturday
kiddush, to encourage members of all ages to stay, hang out,
socialize and play games to get to know each other better.
 Transportation:
Thanks to Karen Alexander, we facilitated
carpooling for our Monroe members and hope to grow
transportation accessibility ideas for our members.













the classroom windows.
Non-grant security upgrades included: We upgraded all of our
security cameras, installed a building-wide intercom system, and
purchased security radios and earpieces for our volunteers.
An Emergency Management Policies and Procedures Guide was
created by Susan Lemerman, Judy Slutzky and their
sub-committee. They also created laminated evacuation
instruction cards and placed them throughout the sanctuary.
Security assessments: We have had several with the Metuchen
Police Department and Federation’s security experts. Stu Mantel
and others have attended special trainings.
Security Drills: We have had extra drills in the Nursery School
and Hebrew School, and we had a synagogue-wide security
training meeting in January with the Metuchen Police. After
several additional meetings, we held our first drill during Saturday
morning services. We plan to have more to keep us agile and
attentive in the event of an emergency.
Volunteer Greeters: Led by Stu and Nancy Shlossman, we have a
group of volunteers who are greeters, but who have been part of
the security training drills. Stu has worked with the police to put
together our lock-down drill protocols. Sincerest thanks!
Building enhancements: We resurfaced the playground, re-did
flooring in the classrooms and kitchen, dealt with plumbing needs
in the kitchen and bathrooms, roof repairs, Audio System
assessments, and much, much more.

“Enjoy your unique natural beauty.” – I am so thrilled at how our
role in the community has grown. While being recognized as the
pre-eminent Conservative synagogue for Middlesex County, we have
become known for actively engaging in the community in a variety of
efforts. Events like ones listed below create bridges to people in the
community. and serve as a great model for how we can all be caring
and welcoming community members, creating unity and helping
others, with multiple generations and multiple faiths participating.
Neve is also actively partners with the Jewish Federation Heart of
New Jersey, Rutgers Hillel, and the JCC on many initiatives. Metuchen
Mirror has taken note and covers many of our events and includes
community calendar listings.
 Vigil for Pittsburgh: Our hearts broke when tragedy hit the Tree
of Life synagogue. Yet, our local community showed how much
they stood with Pittsburgh and with us, when nearly 700 people
attended the unity vigil that we pulled together in 24 hours. Our
event was supported and attended by Governor Phil Murphy and
many other community leaders from across the county.
 First Metuchen Chanukah Candle-lighting: A proud community
moment for us. The freezing temperatures didn’t stop well over
100 attendees who joined us for the ceremony, music, donuts,
dreidels and gelt in celebration. May the new tradition continue!
 Mitzvah Day: We organized and jointly sponsored a Mitzvah
(good deeds) Day on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, together with the
Metuchen-Edison Chapter of Hadassah, and the Metuchen
Borough Improvement League. We invited many others in the
community to join us and were thrilled to have members from
Masjid Al-Wali Mosque in Edison participate. We made cards,
paper flowers, and food donations for JFK Rehab patients and
Elijah’s Promise.

“Turn over a new leaf. Bend before you break.” - Ensuring security
and safety is a top priority. Fortunately, we started a concerted
effort to focus on security two years ago. We have a dedicated
Security Committee. We have been diligent to every piece of available
information and resource that we can find to stay on top of current
events. You’ve seen many of the physical changes we made. You’ve
experienced the diligence to having a security card or FOB to enter
our doors. We’ve been doing our very best to ensure safety for
everyone, while still making our home to feel welcoming. We have
been told by every expert we bring in that we are ahead of other
houses of worship with the work that we have done, but we will stay
diligent. We will not be complacent.
 $75,000 Non-Profit Homeland Security Grant. In Summer 2017,
we applied for and were selected to receive this grant for security
upgrades. Led by Stu Mantel and Peter Hacker, we diligently utilized every penny of the grant. Bollards (concrete posts) throughout the perimeter of the property to prevent any
unintended
vehicles from driving into the building, and new vestibules at
two entrances were installed. We replaced doors and windows
with a shatter-resistant safety glass, and adhered safety films on

This message continues on page 10.
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August 2019 Tammuz/Av 5779
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Sukkot Luncheon: Local clergy and elected officials joined us to
learn, eat, and experience the sukkah, while networking and
sharing ideas for our community. Opening our doors in this
fashion has already started to help us forge relationships and
strengthen ties to the community around us.
MEIACA Walk for Hunger: We were the host of the walk which
raised several thousand dollars, and participated in many other
interfaith community events (Thanksgiving service, etc.)
Theatre Program: Open to community members, our theatre
program attracts new families to the synagogue.
JCC Purim Carnival: We teamed together offering new games
and community engagement.
Our incredible Sisterhood Loom Room is open to the broader
community as well as our Neve Community to create a tallit,
challah cover, or other items in a uniquely personal way. Cory
Schneider’s and Jennifer Bullock’s passion for the loom is contagious!! 1/3 of weavers are not members and 2/3 are. Groups like
the Cantor’s Assembly have commissioned tallitot, and a second
loom is being donated to help accommodate the demand.
The Tikkun Olam Committee, chaired by Jonathan and Julie
Hersch, has supported our community in a variety of ways from
providing meals or shopping when someone is ill, to helping
support a family during shiva.
Our “Bikhor Holim” Committee led by Marlene Fineman; she
and a handful of others visit any members and even nonmembers who are in JFK Hospital, to help bring them a little bit of
cheering up and companionship.









“Keep growing.” - Strategically assessing fiscal sustainability and
responsibility: With Linda Gotlib’s leadership as Treasurer, she
worked with the Finance Committee, Executive Committee, Board,
staff and volunteers to streamline spending efficiencies where
possible, ensured diligence to budget reviews, restored Bulletin ad
revenue, and personally reached out to many donors. She held an
open budget meeting for the synagogue in February for transparency
and education to the expenses we face. While the Ad Journal was
cancelled in Spring 2017, we restored it in Spring 2018 and 2019 as
our biggest annual fundraiser. The Auction which was also cancelled
in early 2017, we’ve now lined up new volunteers to reinvigorate and
reintroduce that important fundraiser. We tried new things like the
Brick Pavers, as well as year-end challenge grants. We have shifted
focus to more strategic fundraising rather than just transactional.
 Planning Initiative Kadimah B’Yachad (Co-chairs Andrea Colby
and Michael Kushner): When our Board of Directors
endeavored to pursue a capital campaign about two years ago, it
was because we felt we had become stagnant in our fundraising
efforts while having to balance growing needs for the synagogue.
From the many community conversations, surveys and
roundtables, we needed to explore ways to develop efforts to
achieve our vision for longevity. While we have continued to
review budgets, monitor expenses, and maximize opportunities
like grants, there are investment areas that the Board carefully
assessed during the past two+ years.
 The Board decided to invest in a professional consultant
to help us determine what we needed and how to
endeavor into a Planning Initiative. While we’ve invested
in this campaign, we’ve also seen $600K+ be committed
in a relatively short period of time. This is significant for
us and nearly 5x more than we raise in a typical year,

and triple what we invested so far. We hope this
momentum will continue to grow.
Additionally, in February 2017, the Board approved a staffing
recommendation that was re-affirmed in December 2018. Staffing
changes were considered an investment for nurturing and growing
our membership. Part of that plan included the hiring of a
Synagogue Director, but due to unplanned expenses for security
costs not covered by the grant, plus over $145,000 in unexpected
building repairs, we could no longer afford the position after one
year. We thank Marge Wise for all her work contributions in the
past year. The Board continues to assess and re-assess our priorities and decisions.
Life & Legacy Program: Chaired by Eric Goldman, we earned a
$16,000 incentive grant over two years from the Harold Grinspoon
Foundation for securing 36 members who made financial
commitments to the synagogue for future needs.
501c3 non-profit status: For more than 3 administrations, we
talked about submitting for 501c3 status to increase our donor
pool. Within this past year, we finally doubled-down, completed
and submitted our application. We hope to hear back by the summer.
Temple Emanu-el: At the January Congregational meeting I
shared that we were having preliminary conversations with
Temple Emanu-el. The purpose and goal of a special adhoc
committee was to explore the possibility of a shared campus for
both synagogues, that would create a potentially stronger
community with shared resources, and a more financially practical
solution for both. We have been collaborating with Temple
Emanu-el since September 2018 to provide joint adult education
classes as part of Life Long Learning offerings for both
communities. This program has been very successful and wellreceived. Our commitment has been to not change the fabric of
the identity of each synagogue, since we are distinct reform and
conservative shuls. There are many aspects to consider and work
through. We will be researching other communities who have
instituted co-location solutions between two or more Jewish
entities. We will explore financial models and agreements
between the groups and how they manage some of the logistical
issues that Reform and Conservative shuls do differently. We will
be continuing this exploration to investigate the possibilities. This
will take time. We will continue to keep you posted on updates of
our assessments.

I’m confident we are in a stronger place today. We have set in
motion a strong start to our campaign, incredible community
relationships we’ve built, and energized new staff to revitalize our
school programs. I hope my weekly messages helped inspire and give
you hope. We need you to volunteer any way you can to help and be
involved. Volunteering leads to strong friendships and long-standing
relationships.
As we follow in the footsteps of our parents, grandparents and
ancestors, from generation to generation, our synagogue remains
central to each and every one of us, as we carry our passion and
commitment to Judaism and our community forward for our children
and grandchildren.
Thank you so very much to all our volunteers and staff. There
are so many people that help contribute tireless efforts to make our
shul a special community. Best wishes to Andrea and the incoming
Board. May it Neve Shalom continue to grow and prosper, and build
new branches for future generations to come.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
Community Kiddush Fund
In Honor Of ........................................From
Barbara and Eliot Spack ........................ Lawrence Dombrow
My 90th Birthday ................................. Murray Simon
Neve Shalom ........................................ Adriana Cuervo
Neve Shalom ........................................ Bruce and Dorie Levin
Neve Shalom ........................................ Lawrence Dombrow
Neve Shalom ........................................ Fredda Robinson
Neve Shalom ........................................ Dr. Sandra Moss
Sondra and Joel Caplan, on
Elisha and Brad’s marriage ................... Kenneth and Aimee Braverman
Susan and Eric Goldman,
Rhyan and Avital’s engagement .......... Kenneth and Aimee Braverman
The Bullock Family ................................ Lillian and Michael Radomsky
The Goldman Family,
Rhyan's Engagement ............................ Lillian and Michael Radomsky
In Memory Of ....................................From
Getrude and Herman Unger,
my beloved parents .............................. Sandra Wunder
Oscar Wilsker ....................................... Herb and Carole Gary
Oscar Wilsker, beloved father
of Miriam Kafker.................................. Edward and Marian Szteinbaum
Yahrzeit ................................................ Sandra Goldberg

Susy Schwartz Memorial Fund
In Honor Of........................................ From
Barbara and Eliot Spack for your many
years of kindness to Bob and me
over the years ..................................... Dr. Sandra Moss
Barbara and Eliot Spack, mazal tov
on being honored for all your
hard work. You are both role models
for the entire Jewish community. ........ The Aronoff Family
Barbara and Eliot Spack, you
are visionary activists for the
Jewish people ...................................... Simon Klarfeld
Tikkun Olam
In Memory Of .................................... From
Oscar Wilsker ....................................... Flora Cowen
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Memory Of .................................... From
Morton Oliver ...................................... Joan and Neil Emmer and sons
Claire Moskowitz ................................. Martin and Marilyn Tessler
Harry Ludwin ....................................... Elliott and Sharon Ludwin
Marilyn Bergman ................................. Gloria Engel
Philip Balaban ...................................... Scott and Susan Kashan
Seymour Kaplan................................... Michael and Florine Kaplan

Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund
In Memory Of ....................................From
Alan Richman ....................................... Lawrence Dombrow
Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund
In Honor Of ........................................From
Neve Shalom, thank you to the many
members who sent Mishloach Manot
treats in my name ................................ Fredda Robinson
In Memory Of ....................................From
Jack Braun ............................................ Marlene Fineman
Oscar Wilsker ....................................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison
Oscar Wilsker ....................................... Kenneth and Aimee Braverman
Oscar Wilsker ....................................... Donna Coen O'Gorman
Oscar Wilsker, beloved father
of Miriam Kafker .................................. Susan and Malvin Keller
Oscar Wilsker, dear grandfather
of Shira and Arielle .............................. Susan and Malvin Keller
Ner Tamid/General Fund
In Honor Of ........................................From
Barbara and Eliot Spack ........................ Philip and Leslie Landever
Helen Forman ....................................... Linda and Joseph Lombardi
Neve Shalom ........................................ Lawrence Dombrow
Thanks to the Schneider families.......... Dee Cohen
In Memory Of ....................................From
Alan Richman ....................................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison
Anita Nagel ........................................... Steven Nagel
Oscar Wilsker ....................................... Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Oscar Wilsker ....................................... Scott and Stacey Derector
Sophie Schreiber .................................. Philip Schreiber
Yahrzeit ................................................ Benjamin and Gladys Leibowitz
Yahrzeit ................................................ Roberta Miller
Yahrzeit ................................................ Karen Reichel

Please remember Neve
Shalom with a gift in your
will, trust, retirement
account or life insurance
policy.

Rabbi Gerald L. Zelizer Scholar-In-Residence Fund
In Honor Of ........................................From
Barbara and Eliot Spack ........................ Gilbert and Claudie Hayat
Barbara and Eliot Spack ........................ Barbara Reed and Michael Kesler
Barbara and Eliot Spack ........................ Keith and Melissa Boxer
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Saturday, June 8
9:30 pm:
Shavuot Service

A

pril 7 was a great day! We honored Barbara and Eliot
Spack for their years of service to our community
and synagogue. During the luncheon we heard several
memorable speeches and presentations by Rabbi Rosin,
Barbara Goldstein, Ron Becker, Rachel Greenberg,
Rabbi Lester Bronstein and there was a thrilling
performance by Cantor Benjie Ellen Schiller. An official
state proclamation was presented by Julius Feinson and
Dan Hirsch. Thanks to the Spack family for their singing
tribute to their parents/grandparents.
I want to express my sincerest thanks for the
dedication and support of our event chairs Jaclyn Danziger
and Joanna Koster. They did an outstanding job. Their
attention to every detail made this event perfect in so
many ways. For their commitment, talent and tremendous
work ethic on the Ad Journal, I would like to thank Editor
and Designer Mindy Osterman along with Deborah
Berman, Flora Cowen, Josh Danziger, Harold Geller,
Linda Gotlib, Bruce Greenberg, Jerry Grossman, Dan
Hirsch, Lynn Kestin Sessler, Bruce Levin, cover artist
Lauren Rabinowitz, Debbie Schildkraut, Steven
Schneider, Stacey Sern, Marc Sessler and David Yellin.
Thanks to the entire office staff for their helpful support
and dedication. I would also like to thank Deb Berman’s
team for designing the beautiful floral centerpieces,
invitations, and table cards: Anna Daurio, Susan
Goldman, Renate Gordon, Miriam Kafker and Elyse
Shulman. Finally, I would like to thank the entire
Congregation of Neve Shalom. Your support and
generosity throughout this event and others like it help
create a gratifying atmosphere of learning, praying and
socializing in our synagogue. Of course I would be remiss if
I did not mention the honorees, for without Barbara and
Eliot this event would not have been as successful.
For me, it was truly an honor to work with these
individuals. They have been extremely generous and had
many helpful insights and suggestions. Everyone worked
very hard to raise nearly $60,000. This influx of money is so
vital, enabling our synagogue to continue with all its
programs and projects in helping sustain our vibrant
community.

10:00 pm – midnight:
A Night of Study and cheesecake
Speakers include:
Michele Rosenfield: “Book of Ruth”
 Jonathan Greenberg: “Emet v’Emunah”
Steve Gross: “Ephah and Omer and Manna, Oh My!”




sunday, June 9
9:30 am:
Shavuot festival Service & Kiddush
6:30 pm:
Shavuot evening Service

monday, June 10
9:30 am:
Shavuot festival Service & Kiddush
including yizkor

A yasher koach to all.
Kenneth Braverman
Ad Journal Chairman
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Dear Neve Shalom
Community:
We respectfully wish to
remind you that our fiscal year
runs from July 1st to June 30th.
We ask each of you to carefully
review your account and
statement, and ensure that your
account is in good standing, including any incidental
charges that were added during the course of the
year.
As one community, we all have a role to play in
ensuring the financial health of Neve Shalom. If you
have any questions about your account or statement,
please contact the office.
Thank you,
Lawrence Dombrow, Financial Secretary

N

eve Shalom continues to support the
efforts of Jewish Family Service of
Middlesex
County to help the needy by
collecting food for the Kosher Food Pantry.
Food donations may be left at the synagogue
in the closet near the stairs next to the stage.
USY will be collecting a different item each month to be
donated. Please watch Neve Now! for more information.
Thank you for supporting these efforts!

Sign Up to Be a HOST and Get Involved!
Whether you serve chicken or pizza, by lighting candles,
saying the three brachot, and having a table filled with friends
and family, you are separating the week from Shabbat, and
showing your families the importance of this sacred time
together and helping our Neve community grow closer together.
Once you sign up, you’ll be provided with all the tools you
need to pull off the dinner, including a challah and a challah
roll, a set of candles, a brochure with the three blessings,
conversation starter cards and some recipes. Ask any of the
hosts, this is a most rewarding experience, whether it’s your
first time or you celebrate Shabbat every week.
To sign up, email us at: guesswhosneve@gmail.com or
call us at 908-510-4005 (Jennifer Bullock) or 732-742-8613
(Julie Hersch).
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Know someone who needs help?
Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat!
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after
surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the
Mitzvah Mission.
No Mission Is Impossible!
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
732-858-1764

HAIMM

MONUMENTS FOR
ALL CEMETERIES

MEMORIAL CENTER
10 MAIN STREET
732-634-8500
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
732-634-1521
800-729-0582
Fax: 732-750-0120

GOLDSTEIN
FUNERAL CHAPEL INC.
We value the dignity and the sanctity of the
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain
reverence for the Jewish tradition.
Exclusively Jewish Operated
Conveniently Located
Large Chapels
Martin Goldstein, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. 4025
2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison
732-777-0032

Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy
Nationwide
SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON

POPPER and GRAFTON - ATTORNEYS AT LAW
225 West 34th Street
Suite 1806
New York, NY 10122-1600
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