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“Judaism is a process of transformation.”  
Over the years, I have heard many         
descriptions of Judaism, but I found this 
one offered by my rabbi, teacher and 
friend, Rabbi Marc Margolius, to be       
particularly striking.  There’s a powerful 
tension embodied in those six words.  
Many aspects of our tradition are           
inherently conservative.  Our liturgy and 
our rituals are passed down over centuries 
of repetition.   The longevity of our        
existence is often attributed to the way 
that we transmit our understanding of 
what it means to be Jewish l’dor v’dor, 
from generation to generation. 
 In a more personal context, Jewish life 
is defined by the concept of practice.   
Practice, like the historical transmission of 
our culture, is cultivated through discipline 
and repetition.  Each morning, our morning 
minyan uses the same siddur (prayer 
book), altering the services only according 
to what our liturgical inheritance permits.  
We say the same set of prayers before and 
after eating each meal.   Every Spring the 
Jewish world uses the ancient text of the 
Haggadah to celebrate the Passover seder.  
Every Fall, we observe the High Holy Days 
and build our sukkot.  Where is the 
change?  Where is the transformation? 
 And yet, I agree with Rabbi Margolius.  
Despite what can be seen as an historically 
rigid and unchanging tradition, Judaism is 
built on a structure that facilitates change.  
Traditional Jewish texts are often printed 
surrounded by the commentaries that  
accumulate over generations, expanding 

the pages to reflect centuries of added 
perceptions and insights.  And, while our 
rituals have sources that stretch back over 
millennia, have you ever noticed that no 
two services are ever exactly the same, 
and certainly not services that take place in 
different synagogue communities? 
 But perhaps most powerfully, Jewish 
practice, even the most strict and          
traditional Jewish practice, is remarkable in 
the way that it’s consistency not only    
provides stability but also supports a    
process of personal and spiritual growth.   
Jewish practice provides us with a frame 
for our everyday experiences.  While the 
frame provides us with reliable and       
relatively constant definitions and    
boundaries, the experiences are always 
changing.   
 Rabbi Harold Kushner explains this 
beautifully in a 2007 article in the now 
discontinued journal, Conservative        
Judaism.  He points to the formula that we 
have all repeated every time we recite a 
blessing before lighting Shabbat or holiday 
candles, before we put on a tallit in the 
morning or before we perform any of the 
other commandments that concern ritual 
observances:  Bless are You, Lord our God, 
Ruler of the Universe who has made our 
lives holy with your commandment to   
kindle the Sabbath candles, or to wrap 
ourselves in a tallit or to put on tefillin in 
the morning.   
 How many times have we heard these 
words recited in Hebrew?  And yet how 
many times have we paused to appreciate 

how this blessing 
formula explains 
that these      com-
mandments are 
the tools that we 
use to sanctify our 
lives, to transform 
even the mundane details of daily living into 
sacred moments? 
 I believe that this is the transformation 
that Rabbi Margolius was referring to.     
Seeing our tradition in this light, Judaism’s 
reason for being is not the observance of 
Jewish laws or customs.   It is to use these 
tools of our tradition to help us effect     
transformation.  We can use them to      
transform ordinary moments into sacred 
ones, to shape our days so that they help us 
to accomplish holy tasks and to construct a 
community that helps us to make God’s 
presence more visible in the world around 
us. 
 As a synagogue community, let us    
always remember that our goal is not to 
preserve the past for the past’s sake.  It is to 
use the practices of our people to effect  
sacred transformations.   
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Submit your articles and graphics for publication to 

Rita Devlin via e-mail at  
office@neveshalom.net 

N eve Shalom will be putting on a show on 
Saturday, February 22. All of the songs 

will be by Frank Loesser, Alan Jay Lerner and 
Fredrick Loewe (or by Lerner with Burton 
Lane). This will be a cabaret night and friends 
are encouraged to take a table and bring their 
favorite kosher drinks.  
 The performers will all be connected 
with our congregation. If you would like to 
sing in the show, please contact Hazzan Levin 
Hazzan@NeveShalom.net 
 If you have been in any previous Neve 
Shalom shows, just let the Hazzan know you 
are interested. You do not need to audition 
(unless you think your voice has changed 
since the last show). If you have not yet been 
in one of our shows, contact the Hazzan and 
he will arrange a time to hear you sing. 
 If you know of any Loesser, Lerner,     
Loewe or Lane songs you might like to       
perform, let the Hazzan know that as well. 
Songs from “Guys and Dolls”, “How to       
Succeed in Business”, “Brigadoon”, “My Fair 
Lady”, “Camelot, On A Clear Day and many 
others will be performed. 
 There will be minimal rehearsals for the 
cabaret review which will be performed Sat-
urday evening, February 22. 
 Please let us know by December 15 if 
you would like to perform.  For more info call 
732-548-2238, ext. 14. 

In Memoriam 

 

Muriel Marash,  
our member  

 

Dorothy Steinbach,  
mother of Gary Steinbach 

 

If you would like to include the name of someone who is ill 
(including yourself) to be recited for a Mi Sheberach (prayer 
for healing) when the Torah is read, please e-mail the Hebrew 
(preferred) or English name of that individual to Steve Gross 
at stephang@optonline.net.  You may also contact the 
synagogue office by phone with this information. 

 

Please remember Neve   
Shalom with a gift in your 

will, trust, retirement       
account or life insurance 

policy. 

mailto:stephang@optonline.net
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From the Synagogue President By Andrea L. Colby 

A s we approach the end of 2019, it’s a time to review the path 
we have taken this year and prepare for the journey ahead in 
2020.  It has been a very busy few months since Installation in 

June and now that the High Holy Days have come and gone, we see 
that we are beginning to get organized and move forward.  We    
continue to focus on the areas that are important to our community: 

 

Our finances:   
 We continue to pay close attention to our finances.  At our 
Treasurer, Steven Schneider’s direction, our bookkeeper, Lisa Luzzi, 
is generating financial reports for each board meeting and sending 
monthly statements to each of our Vice Presidents updating them 
about their year-to-date expenses and remaining budget.  We      
continue to look at increasing our revenues as well.  After a           
successful High Holy Day campaign, Josh Danziger and his              
Development team are planning an exciting Casino Night over the 
winter as well as our spring Honoree event.  Our Planning Initiative 
team, now co-led by Steven Schneider and Michael Kushner, will 
continue to generate donations toward capital improvements to our 
building.   

 

In-reach and outreach:   
 We have twelve new member families who have joined us since 
the middle of June, thanks to the efforts of Stuart Shlossman and his 
Membership team and Judy Slutzky, Education Vice President.  We 
continue to reach out and reach in.  Of course, if you have ideas and 
thoughts, please let us know; we love to hear from you!  We continue 
to reach out to our broader Jewish community and seek                
opportunities to work with the JCC and Temple Emanu-El to deepen 
our relationships.   

 

Our educational offerings:   
 Judy Slutzky, our Vice President of Education and Jacci Danziger, 
Chair of our Education Committee report that our Early Childhood 

Center Director, Marilyn Beutel and Miriam Dobin, Religious School 
Principal are contributing to the education of our young people in 
creative ways.  Marilyn has instituted an enrichment program which 
is doing well and Miriam has planned some exciting field trips for our  
Religious School students and their families, including apple picking 
and a visit to Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York.   

 

Maintaining and repairing our building:   
 As stated above, our Planning Initiative team continues to raise 
funds—at this moment, close to $700,000—to make our building safe 
and secure.  Our Building Committee has begun to meet, evaluate 
and prioritize repairs to our building that will utilize these funds.  
Peter Hacker, our House Vice President, has done an incredible job 
ensuring that we have a clean, functional building that is safe and 
secure.    
 In addition, we have celebrated b’nai mitzvah, baby namings, 
birthdays and anniversaries.  We have done our best to provide    
comfort to our bereaved families and support to those who need it.  
Looking forward to 2020, we will continue to be there for our       
community’s good times and difficult times.  We will focus on doing 
whatever we can to make everyone feel welcomed and comfortable 
in our home.  We will continue to listen to your needs and             
suggestions so we can provide spiritual inspiration and support to our 
entire community. 
 Of course, we are grateful to the members of our Board and to 
the members of our Executive Committee for their hard work.  We 
look forward to spending the new year of 2020 with everyone in our 
community and being there for you all! 
 Best wishes for a very Happy Chanukah and warmth and good 
health in the winter season to come. 

Torah Readers 
Elliot Bonus ................................. 1 
Jake Bullock ................................. 6 
Andrea Colby .............................. 4 
Lawrence Dombrow .................... 3 
Marc Feldman ............................. 1 
Eric Goldman............................... 1 
Rosalie Green .............................. 1 
Bruce Greenberg ......................... 3 
Farrah Grubman ......................... T1 
Renal Kallman ............................. 1 
Elliot Kramer ............................... 1 
Sidney Kramer ............................. 1 
Maya Kushner ............................. T1 
Karen Newman ........................... 2 
Aron Richman ............................. 9 
Mark Rosenfield .......................... 18 
Michele Rosenfield ..................... 16 

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for chanting Torah during 
the month of October (not including the High Holidays).  T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

Neve Shalom would like to thank the       
following people for chanting Torah during 
the High Holidays.  T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

Torah  and Haftarah Readers 
Ben Alter ...................................... T 
Emily Binstein 
 

Ashrei 
Aimee Braverman 
Lawrence Dombrow 
Herb Gary 
Bruce Greenberg 
Nathan Schilowitz 
Stacey Sern 
Seymour Tabak 
Larry Wineberg 

Daniel Rushefsky ......................... 2 
Nathan Schilowitz ........................ T3 
Jeffrey Schulman ......................... 1 
Stacey Sern .................................. 10 
Martin Slutzky .............................. 6 
Alan Stern .................................... 1 
David Yellin .................................. 21 
 

Haftarah 
Aimee Braverman 
Lawrence Dombrow 
Herb Gary 
Bruce Greenberg 
Nathan Schilowitz 
Stacey Sern 
Seymour Tabak 
Larry Wineberg 
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Religious School News 
By Miriam Dobin, Religious School Program Director 

There’s no better place to observe the 
changing of the seasons than in a                
pre-school!  We’ve gone from “Summer 
Fun” bulletin boards to colorful  leaf tracings 
and autumn red, yellow and brown art work 

to the beginning of the perpetual snowman made of cotton!       
Something tells me it will be snowmen for quite a while!!! 
 Those of you who attended our Community Dinner this past 
month witnessed our youngest learners participate in the brachot/
blessings and sing wonderful songs with the Hazzan. These           
community dinners, held the first Friday of every month, are a     
wonderful way to have your children feel a part of the temple      
community. They  see their  friends, eat a delicious meal, and spend 
some time at the Shabbat service. These community dinners are a 
wonderful way to introduce your child to the beauty of Shabbat.   
 This month many of our students participated in The Global Day 
of Jewish Learning. It was a magical Sunday, knowing that Jewish 
students all over the world  spent that day studying similar lessons.  
That day our little ones  explored the importance of a name. Through 
crafts and stories the children were able to feel the connections with 
being Jewish. We’re already looking forward to next year’s studies. 
 We are currently enrolling for our 2 ½ year old program.  If you 
or anyone you know would like information about our program, 
please have them contact Marilyn Beutel at 732-548-2238, ext 17  or 
email  nurseryschool@neveshalom.net. 

By Marilyn Beutel, Director 

Early Childhood Center News 

A s soon as one round of chaggim/holidays are completed, another chag/
holiday is around the corner. Sukkot was quite memorable as over 60 

parents and their children enjoyed breakfast in the sukkah (pictured, right). 
Families partook in singing, shaking the lulav and etrog, listening to each class 
sing a song for the chag and of course enjoying bagels, spreads, fresh fruit, 
dessert and being with wonderful company all inside the sukkah on a beautiful 
autumn morning. 
  We have several programs and activities coming up this busy month of 
Kislev (usually December time). On December 7, the Religious School will have 
a Havdalah and Pre-Chanukah fun night at Color Me Mine ceramics in Menlo 
Park Mall.  
 On December 8, the 6th grade through Hebrew High School will travel 
back in time as we visit and view the exhibit “Auschwitz: Not Long Ago, Not Far 
Away” at The Museum of Jewish Heritage in Battery Park, NY. The response of 
the parents and the students have been overwhelming and we are looking 
forward to this incredible opportunity and a most meaningful trip. 
 The following Sunday, December 15 will be a Chanukah Fun Day at school 
along with "Donuts With Dad" (or special visitor). There will be  painting and 
decorating chanukiot/menorahs that can be used to light with on Chanukah as 
well as decorating donuts with choices of frosting and sprinkles! 
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Men’s Club Minute 
By Lawrence Dombrow, Men’s Club President 

T he Men’s Club wishes our entire community a happy Chanukah, 
which this year falls near the end of December, coinciding almost 

(but not quite) with Christmas.  I will leave it to others to discuss the 
“dilemma” Jews often face this time of year. But it is relevant to note 
that (setting aside any issue of how the Maccabees behaved once in 
power), the story of Chanukah revolves around the fact that the  
Jewish people were saved from destruction by the Syrian King      
Antiochus around 165 B.C.E. because a father and five brothers    
decided to lead when faced with near-impossible odds.  “Brothers” 
banding together is a fairly good symbolic gesture to what Men’s Club 
is about.     
 I want to remind everyone to join us and our Men’s Club Region 
on Sunday, December 15 at 4:00 pm at Congregation B’nai Tikvah in 
North Brunswick as we pay tribute to two deserving honorees – our 
Morton Fields Man of the Year – Lon Dobbs, and our Youth of the 
Year – Naomi Sessler.  Lon is the immediate past president of our 
Men’s Club chapter.  His energy has been at work for the Men’s Club 
for many years, not only in his capacity as President, but also as the 
Head Chef for years before that.  Naomi is our current USY chapter 
President, and has served Neve on the USY Board and as a madricha, 
working with our Hebrew School children.  Please support Lon and 
Naomi by sponsoring ads in the event ad journal and signing up for 
the dinner.  Lon will be honored again at our Man of the Year     
breakfast on January 12.   
 Finally, I mentioned the Steak and Spirits in the Sukkah event 
last month, but want to take the time to give a more formal thank 
you to all who participated.  A huge shout out to Rich Bullock and Stu 
Shlossman who led an informative discussion on tequila, and a 
thank you to Rich for supplying the tequila.  Keith Boxer led our   
cooking crew.  Others who played a large role in cooking, setting up 
and cleaning up were Danny Boxer, Lon Dobbs, Fred Eines, Dan 
Hirsch, Ed Levinson, Stu Mantel, Daniel Rosenfield, Noah Schlitt, 
Cory Schneider, Steve Schneider, Jeff Schulman, and David Yellin.  
The event was held indoors rather than in the sukkah because of the 
weather, but a good time was had by all.   

O ne of the most important services that Neve Shalom provides 
is…well, services, literally.  But not just Shabbat services, 

weekday minyans as well.  Every morning as early as half past six on 
Rosh Chodesh (the new month) and up to a half hour later on all 
other weekdays and Sundays as well (9:00 am), a steadfast group of 
men and women arrive at Neve Shalom to enter the warmth and 
glow of the Hayat Beit Midrash to gather for the daily Shacharit 
prayers.   
 Is it just a group of people who have nothing better to do?  
Nothing could be farther from the truth!  It is a devoted “team” 
who are dedicated to upholding the tradition of davening (praying) 
each day and supporting those who are committed to saying the 
Mourner’s Kaddish during their period of consolation and on the 
Yahrzeits of their beloved ones in the presence of a Jewish         
community. 
 But there is a catch.  We 
have to be there for it to    
happen according to our     
tradition of a minyan (ten or 
more congregants of at least 
b’nai mitzvah age).  So where, 
you ask, do these ten people 
come from each day?  They 
come from the group to which 
you belong which means that you are part of that group as well.  
We need you to be there.  We count on you to be there.  We cannot 
meet the needs of the community unless you are there. 
 Please join us!  Don’t feel obligated to come every day.  I have 
recently chosen a schedule to come on a particular day every week.  
Try that or a schedule of your own making.  Every other day, odd 
days, even days, whatever is to your liking.  But come because each 
person who does helps us to fulfill this important obligation.  The 
service is designed to conclude at 7:30 a.m. from Monday through 
Friday and at 9:45 a.m. on most Sundays.  The service leaders are 
cognizant of the time especially since members of the minyan are 
often on their way to catch a train or start a drive to work           
immediately thereafter. 
 Many of those who participate put on tefillin but you are under 
no obligation to do so and no one will look upon you differently for 
not doing so.  (But if you wish to learn, that can surely be arranged.) 
It is true that to maintain a steady pace, the liturgy is read         
somewhat quickly.  If you want a coach to walk you through the 
service in real time and keep you on the right page, that will happily 
be arranged.  In other words, there are no barriers to participation.  
You are welcome, your presence is desired, and your involvement is 
cherished by the group.  Please be a part of this unending chain of 
our people.  L’dor v’dor…from generation to generation! 
 The specific start time for each day’s minyan can be found on 
the Neve Shalom calendar accessed on the Internet at 
www.neveshlom.net/calendar. 
 As always, if you have any thoughts or concerns about the 
ritual life of our synagogue, please send a message to me at 
bruce.levin@usa.net. 

Ritual Reality 
By Bruce R. Levin, Vice President, Ritual 

Mazel tov to Richard and Jennifer Bullock  
on the  engagement of their daughter  

Marissa to Jonathan Chattler. 

https://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
mailto:bruce.levin@usa.net
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On Friday evening, December 20 at the 7:30 pm service, we will have 
a very special guest speaker. 
 

B izu Riki Mullu (pictured, right) is 
a founder of “Chassida Shmella”, 

the organization of the Ethiopian  
Jewish Community of North America. 
She will describe her personal story 
as well as Israel’s efforts to absorb     
Ethiopian Jews and their families. 
 Chassida Shmella's mission is to 
preserve the customs and traditions 
of the Ethiopian Jewish population, to 
educate American, Israeli and        
Ethiopian-Israelis about these        
customs, and to preserve Ethiopia’s 
rich Jewish heritage. The organiza-
tion’s name, which means “stork” in 
Hebrew and Amharic, is derived from 
the ancient wish of Ethiopian Jews to 
return to their beloved Jerusalem, 
just as the storks did, as they flew overhead.  This event is presented 
by the Neve Shalom Adult Education committee and sponsored by  
Gilbert & Claudie Hayat as part of our ongoing Shabbat speaker  
series. 
 Jews have lived in Ethiopia for over 2000 years. According to 
Ethiopian tradition, one-half of the population was Jewish before 
Christianity was proclaimed the official religion in the 4th century. 
The Jews maintained their independence for over 1000 years in 
spite of continuous massacres, religious persecution, enslavement, 
and forced conversions. 
 Jews were conquered in 1616, enslaved, converted, and many 
of them killed. Known as "Falashas" - a derogatory name meaning 
"stranger" or "exile" - Ethiopian Jews could no longer own land or be 
educated. Today, Jews number only 25,000, less than 1% of the 
population. Eighty-five percent live in Gondar Province, in the    
Semien Mountains near Lake Tana; the rest live in Tigre and Wollo 
Provinces. 
 Ethiopian Jews are Biblical, pre-Rabbinic Jews. They have the 
Torah (Written Law) but not the Talmud (Oral Law). Their language 
is not Hebrew, but Ge'ez. Their leaders are priests (kohanim) rather 
than rabbis. They have no knowledge of post-Biblical Jewish holidays 
such as Chanukah or Purim, or post-Biblical interpretations of the 
Law, e.g., the prohibition against mixing meat and milk. Until recent-
ly, Ethiopian Jews practiced animal sacrifice, and ritual purification 
through immersion in water. Otherwise their religion is the same as 
Judaism throughout the world, including observance of the Sabbath 
and Biblical dietary laws. They are religious Zionists - i.e., they 
dream of a return to Zion. They call themselves Beta Israel (House of 
Israel), and have wanted to live in the modern state of Israel since 
its establishment in 1948. 
 After the talk by Bizu Riki Mullu, refreshments will be served 
and there will be time for questions and answers. 

December Dates to save 
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Dream Weavers  
in the Neve Shalom Loom Room 

Priceless Experiences • Priceless Gifts 
  

• Priceless Memories 

 Have your own “priceless” experience by weaving a tallit, 
challah cover, tallit bag, matzoh cover, afikomen bag or even a 
chuppah!   Make an heirloom for yourself, for or with someone 
special.  
 For more information and to schedule your time on the loom, 
contact:  Cory Schneider at  717-574-1807 or 
corstan65@gmail.com  or  Jennifer  Bullock at  732-906-8565 or  
rnjbullock@aol.com. 

N eve Shalom continues to  support the 
efforts of  Jewish Family Service of  

    Middlesex    County to help the needy by    
collecting food for the  Kosher Food Pantry.  
Food donations may be left at the  synagogue 
in the  closet near the stairs next to the stage. 
USY will be  collecting a different item each 
month to be  donated. Please watch Neve 
Now! for more  information. Thank you for  
supporting these efforts!  

T he Tabak family all participated in weaving the cloth for Eli 
Tabak’s tallit.  Eli chose the colors and created the striping 

design.  After weaving, the cloth was cut off the loom, the knots 
were tied in the decorative fringe, and the fabric was prepared for 
the final step. 
 One Sunday about a month before Eli’s bar mitzvah (which 
occurred the Shabbat of Thanksgiving weekend), the whole family 
once again participated in making the beautiful woven cloth into a 
tallit.  Together they all had a hand in tying the tzitzit. 
 Participating were Eli and his parents, Jenny and Dan, sister 
Tovah, grandparents Judy and Sy and Uncle Dave Tabak.   
 Eli’s mom said about the experience, “We can’t thank the 
Loom Room volunteers enough for all their help and guidance 
along the way!  This has been an incredibly meaningful and spe-
cial project.” 
 Check out the pride in all their faces!!  This experience was 
“priceless” to all. 

Trying it on  
for the First Time                   

Finished and Beautiful! 

Proud Family! 

mailto:corstan65@gmail.com
mailto:rnjbullock@aol.com
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T he Donald and Ruth Kahn Book & Author Event will be  
Sunday, March 22.  Below is a Book Capsule for one of the 

featured books.  Look for additional capsules in the coming 
months.   
 Talia Carner’s latest novel, The Third Daughter, illustrates 
a little known piece of history and was inspired by Sholem   
Aleichem's short story, The Man from Buenos Aires.  The 
book begins at the turn of the 20th century and finds fourteen-
year-old Batya in the Russian countryside, fleeing endless    
pogroms with her family. Desperate, her father leaps at the 
opportunity to marry Batya to a worldly, wealthy stranger who 
can guarantee his daughter an easy life and passage to     
America. Feeling like a princess in a fairytale, Batya leaves her 
old life behind as she is whisked away to a new world. But soon 
she discovers that she’s entered a waking nightmare. Her new 
“husband” does indeed bring her to America: Buenos Aires, a 
vibrant, growing city in which prostitution is not only legal but 
deeply embedded in the culture. And now Batya is one of   
thousands of women tricked and sold into a brothel.  As the 
years pass, Batya forms deep bonds with her “sisters” in the 
house as well as some men who are both kind and cruel. 
Through it all, she holds onto one dream: to bring her family to 
America, where they will be safe from the anti-Semitism that 
plagues Russia.  
 Talia Carner is formerly the publisher of Savvy Woman 
magazine and a lecturer at international women’s economic 
forums. An award-winning author of five novels and numerous 
stories, essays, and articles, she is also a committed supporter 
of global human rights. Carner has spearheaded                 
ground-breaking projects centered on female plight and    
women’s activism.  Talia previously appeared at Neve Shalom 
in 2002 to talk about “Jerusalem Maiden”.   

 
 

I f you want to keep up to date on Jewish books like I do, I 
have an internet magazine and a weekly podcast to         

recommend to you!   

 Tablet (www.tabletmag.com), is a daily online magazine of 
Jewish news, ideas, and culture.  Among its sections are Arts & 
Culture (e.g., Book Reviews, Fiction and Essays, Film, Music), 
Life & Religion (Observance, Food, Family, Personal History), 
and News & Politics.  You can sign up for the daily newsletter 
or simply visit the website when you want to learn and enjoy. 
 From its beginning four years ago, I have also been a     
regular listener of Tablet’s podcast “Unorthodox” which is a 

Book Corner 
By Amy Artman 

smart, fresh, fun weekly take on Jewish news and culture and 
promotes itself as world’s leading Jewish podcast. Each week 
Unorthodox brings you “News of the Jews”, interesting 
guests—one Jewish and one gentile (many of which are       
authors of new books), and much more. I feel like I know the 
hosts (and kind of do):  Mark Oppenheimer appeared at the 
second Book & Author Event I hosted in 2006 to talk about his 
book “Thirteen and a Day”, which was independently reissued 
in 2019 as “The Bar Mitzvah Crasher: Road-tripping Through 
Jewish America”.  Stephanie Butnick is deputy editor of Tablet 
and is married to the son of close family friends of my brother 
and his family.  Liel Leibovitz is the author, most recently, of “A 
Broken Hallelujah: Rock and Roll, Redemption, and the Life of 
Leonard Cohen. “ 

 

T o bring this all back to books, here are two books written 
by Tablet contributors and two books by authors who 

were recently interviewed on Unorthodox: 
 The Newish Jewish Encyclopedia: From Abraham to Zabar’s 

and Everything in Between by Stephanie Butnick, Liel 
Leibovitz, Mark Oppenheimer.  Deeply knowing, highly 
entertaining, and just a little bit irreverent, this 
"unputdownable" encyclopedia of all things Jewish and 
Jew-ish covers culture, religion, history, habits, language, 
and more. 

 The 100 Most Jewish Foods: A Highly Debatable List by 
Alana Newhouse —  A list of the most significant foods 
culturally and historically to the Jewish people, explored 
deeply with essays, recipes, stories, and context, by the 
editor in chief of Tablet. 

 Fleishman is in Trouble by Taffy Brodesser-Akner — An 
insightful, unsettling, often hilarious exploration of a cul-
ture trying to navigate the fault lines of an institution that 
has proven to be worthy of our great wariness and our 
great hope. 

 How to Fight Anti-Semitism by Bari Weiss — The prescient 
New York Times writer delivers an urgent wake-up call to 
all Americans exposing the alarming rise of anti-Semitism 
in this country—and explains what we can do to defeat it. 

https://www.tabletmag.com/
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Community Kiddush Fund 
In Honor Of ......................... From 
Linda Gotlib's Simchat Torah 
honor ....................................Martin and Judith Slutzky 
Stu Shlossman's Simchat 
Torah honor ..........................Martin and Judith Slutzky 
In Memory Of ..................... From 
Howard Kaufman ..................E. Karen Vogel 
 
Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund 
In Honor Of ......................... From 
B'nai mitzvah of your  
grandchildren, Eliana  
and Daniel .............................Martin and Ellen Romm 
Neve Shalom .........................Grubman Family and Richard Raibman  
 
Don & Ruth Kahn Book & Author Fund 
In Memory Of ..................... From 
Joseph Sumner .....................Iris Berman 
 
Friends Of Neve Shalom Nursery School Fund 
In Honor Of ......................... From 
Caroline and  
Michael Seidner ....................Martin and Judith Slutzky 
 
Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund 
In Honor Of ......................... From 
Harold Geller's 
60th Birthday ........................Lenore Boyarin and Steve Helfand 
Jeff Schulman, thank you ......Fredda Robinson 
In Memory Of ..................... From 
Cantor Mordecai Goldstein ..Cantor Paula Pepperstone 
Howard Kaufman ..................Rosanne Silberman  
Howard, Leo, and  
Judy Kaufman .......................Fredda Robinson 
Irving Goldstein .....................Fredda Robinson 
Rose Robinson  .....................Fredda Robinson 
 
Ner Tamid/General  Fund 
In Honor Of ......................... From 
Andrea Colby's birthday .......Phyllis and Andy Levy 
Neve Shalom .........................Morris Gelber 
Stacey Sern ...........................Martin and Judith Slutzky 
In Memory Of ..................... From 
Benjamin Cream ...................Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz 
Emanuel Shultz .....................Abraham and Gail Adler 
Helen Greeenhouse ..............Stephan and Beverly Perry 
Henry Chaim Kalfus...............Bernard and Richard Kalfus 
Howard Kaufman ..................Bernice Bloom 
Howard Kaufman ..................Edna Sherber 
Howard Kaufman ..................Harriet and Arnold Derman 
Howard Kaufman ..................Lorraine Mullen 

We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

Ner Tamid/General  Fund 
In Memory Of ..................... From 
Howard Kaufman ................. Paula and Alvin Zoland & Family 
Howard Kaufman ................. Sharon Del Guercio 
Joseph Sumner ..................... Goodwin and Arline Mollen 
Lester Kaufman .................... Howard and Marian Kaufman 
Michael Freiberg .................. Howard and Marian Kaufman 
Yahrzeit ................................ Jeffrey Einbond 
Yahrzeit ................................ William and Susan Berlin 
 
Rabbi Gerald L. Zelizer Scholar-In-Residence Fund 
In Memory Of ..................... From 
Joseph Sumner ..................... Flora Cowen 
 
Susy Schwartz Fund 
In Honor Of......................... From 
Aimee Braverman ................. Martin and Judith Slutzky 
Nate Schilowitz on  
his bar mitzvah ..................... Martin and Judith Slutzky 
In Memory Of ..................... From 
Harry Baras ........................... Seymour and Renee Bromberg 
Howard Kaufman ................. Seymour and Renee Bromberg 
 
Tikkun Olam Fund 
In Honor Of......................... From 
The people who prepared the  
stuffed cabbage luncheon .... Martin and Judith Slutzky 
In Memory Of ..................... From 
Howard Kaufman ................. Flora Cowen 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary  Fund 
In Honor Of......................... From 
Eliot Spack, todah for the  
Yahrzeit aliyah for  
my Mom ............................... Lenore Boyarin  
High Holiday Honors  
Committee for my  
Yom Kippur honor ................ Lenore Boyarin 
Neve Shalom ........................ Larry Zirlin 
Rabbi Eric Rosin .................... Harold and Roberta Geller 
Rabbi Eric Rosin .................... Marian Kaufman 
 
In Memory Of ..................... From 
Harry Gelber ......................... Morris Gelber 
Howard Kaufman ................. Amy and Marc Silberman 
Howard Kaufman ................. Barry and Arlene Fink 
Howard Kaufman ................. Joan and Gerald Gelber 
Howard Kaufman ................. Kenneth and Sara Emmer 
Joseph Franzone ................... Scott and Cindy Ull 
Joseph Sumner ..................... Kenneth and Sara Emmer 
Kevin Cohen ......................... Barry and Marcia Cohen 
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12/1/2019 3 Kislev Pearl Faber Mother of Joyce Slurzberg 
  Rosa Rimsky Mother of Olga Brahin 
  Zoya Mother of Igor Sobol 
12/2/2019 4 Kislev Louis Greenberg Great uncle of Mindy Osterman 
12/3/2019 5 Kislev Abraham Fineman Husband of Marlene Fineman 
  Walter Nelson Father of Eleanor Massey 
  Lauren Sherr Soos Friend  of Steven Nagel 
  Hernando Herrera Father-in-Law of Adriana Cuervo 
12/4/2019 6 Kislev Bessie Siegel Aunt of Marilyn Bergman 
  Irving Butler Brother of Rose Kaufman 
  Lester Leventhal Brother of Emanuel Leventhal 
  Luba Trachtenberg Mother of Lena Feld 
  Frances Moss Goldfarb Mother of Robert Moss 
12/5/2019 7 Kislev Eileen Joy Kaplan Mother of Cheryl Israel 
12/6/2019 8 Kislev Belle Hepps Mother of Sandra Schwemer 
  Max Lehrhaupt Uncle of Sandra Fields, Uncle of Judith Spiegel 
  Irving Schwadron Great uncle of Mindy Osterman 
  Samuel Freeman Father of Roberta Miller 
  Samuel Schneider Father of Stanley Schneider 
12/7/2019 9 Kislev  Sam Osofsky Father of Abraham Osofsky 
  Ruth Galenson Aunt of David Yellin 
  Sara Kay Rudick Grandmother of Delevan Du-Bois 
  Aida Steinberg Mother of Sheila Rabinowitz, Grandmother of Jonathan and  
   Lauren Rachel Rabinowitz 
  Murray Feigenbaum Grandfather of Audrey Napchen 
  Ezra Maidanik Grandfather of Sheila Rabinowitz 
  Robert Moss Husband of Sandra Moss 
12/8/2019 10 Kislev Hannah Lehrhaupt Aunt of Sandra Fields, Mother of Judith Spiegel 
  Leon Boxer Father of Keith Boxer 
  George Clyde Jacobs Father of Melissa Jacobs 
  Malka Shamam Mother of Lilly Sruya 
12/9/2019 11 Kislev Pinkas Gliklich Grandfather of Caroline Seidner 
  Philip Kuznetzoff Brother of Sidney Krane 
  Ida Askin Mother of Miriam Saruya 
  Daniel Barnestein Grandfather of Deborah Schildkraut and Lynn Sessler 
  Molly Schneider Stein Mother of Stanley Schneider 
  Ruth Burbe Mother of Carole Semel 
12/10/2019 12 Kislev Herbert Hepps Father of Sandra Schwemer 
  Sol Goldberg Father of Lauren Howitt 
  Sarah Kotkin Mother of Carol Bernstein 
  Walter Kamins Father of Jennifer Bullock 
  Bennett Greenhouse Father of Beverly Perry 
  David Kaufman Brother of Howard Kaufman 
  Abraham Richman Father of Steven Richman 
  Elinor Goldman Mother of Eric Goldman 
12/11/2019 13 Kislev Herman Schonberger Brother-in-law of Frances Schonberger 
12/12/2019 14 Kislev Sadie Gliklich Grandmother of Caroline Seidner 
  Morton M. Braunstein Father of Sue Horwitz 
  Natalie Haiken Mother of Heidi Haiken 
  Alfred Bloom Husband of Bernice Bloom 
  Paul Cohen Father of Judith Cohen-Wade 
12/13/2019 15 Kislev Evelyn G. Braunstein Mother of Sue Horwitz 
  Stephen Moskowitz Brother of Marilyn Tessler 
  Sarah Seidemann Mother of Claudie Hayat 
12/14/2019 16 Kislev Ruth Greene Mother of Fran Reisfeld 

ENGLISH DATE HEBREW DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 

http://www.neveshalom.net/calendar
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12/14/2019 16 Kislev Saul Steinberg Father of Sheila Rabinowitz, Grandfather of Jonathan and  
   Lauren Rachel Rabinowitz 
  Walter Meyer Father of Marian Szteinbaum 
  Sol Kaufman Father of Howard Kaufman 
  Isaac Eines Father of Fred Eines 
12/15/2019 17 Kislev Abraham Spack Father of Eliot Spack 
  Selma Semler Sister of Rose Kaufman 
  Max Glick Father of Gerald Glick 
  Daniel Bazer Father of Bruce Brazer 
12/16/2019 18 Kislev Samuel Rand Father of Marilyn Loewenthal 
  Phyllis Shlossman Mother of Stuart Shlossman 
  Fred Goldstein Father of Mark Goldstein 
  Richard Wolman Uncle  of Stuart Mantel 
  Paul Berman Husband of Iris Berman 
12/17/2019 19 Kislev Priscilla Glinn Mother of Adam Glinn 
  Milton Gottlieb Uncle of Flora Cowen 
  Barney Hart Father-in-law of Edward Thompson 
12/18/2019 20 Kislev Esther Kalfus Sister-in-law of Bernard Kalfus, Mother of Richard A.  Kalfus 
  Janice Freeman Brindle Sister of Roberta Miller 
  Dorothy Israel Sister-in-law of Philip Israel 
  Vicki Kaminowitz Mother of Susan Berlin 
  Joseph Rabinowitz Father of Carol Hacker 
12/19/2019 21 Kislev Gordon Berkowitz Father of Gail Slobodien 
  Harry Zucker Father of Beverly Tilbor, Grandfather of Mark Tilbor 
  Kurt Adler Father of Deborah Chalfin 
  Bernard Strauss Father of Aaron Strauss 
  Judith Davis Mother of Susan Brazer 
12/20/2019 22 Kislev Simon Hayat Father of Gilbert Hayat 
  Sam Zolkin Grandfather of Jeffrey Schulman 
  Bertha Nagelberg Grandmother of Steven Nagel 
12/21/2019 23 Kislev Solomon Trachtenberg Father of Lena Feld 
  Leonard Blacker Father of Phyllis Weiser 
  Jean Franzone Mother of Cindy Ull 
12/22/2019 24 Kislev Elliot Wiener Father of Ira Wiener 
  Joseph Robinson Son of Fredda Robinson 
  Lillian Rotter Grandmother of Alan and David Horwitz 
  Helen Berlin Mother of William Berlin 
  Joel Kaplan Husband of Marlene Kaplan 
12/23/2019 26 Kislev Fanny Levin Grandmother of Charlotte Sheratsky 
12/24/2019 27 Kislev Joseph Artman Father of Ira Artman 
  Sarah Boxer Grandmother of Keith Boxer 
  Helen Vorensky Mother of Abraham Vorensky 
12/25/2019 28 Kislev Morris Meadvin Father of Carole Kussner 
  Shirley Manning Sister of Beatrice Grossman 
  Olga Schluger Grandmother of Carol Hacker 
12/26/2019 29 Kislev Irving Osofsky Brother of Abraham Osofsky 
  Nathan Gertler Grandfather of Sue Horwitz 
  Bruce Cowen Husband of Flora Cowen 
  Basha Becker Grandmother of Ronald Becker 
  Yisroel Leib Becker Brother of Ronald Becker 
  Chaya Shifmanowitz Becker Ronald Becker’s father’s first wife 
12/27/2019 30 Kislev Jacob Heskes Father of Walter Heskes 
  Lawrence Wayne Gottlieb Father of Elissa Glinn 
12/28/2019 1 Tevet Gertrude Osofsky Mother of Abraham Osofsky 
12/29/2019 2 Tevet Jack Wink Father of Alan Wink 
  Louis Richman Grandfather of Lincoln Richman 
  Charles Rubenstein Grandfather of Karen Newman 
  Ely Fendell Father of Pamela Berenfeld 
12/30/2019 3 Tevet Hyman Kaufman Father of Joyce Slurzberg 
  Pauline Rivan Grandmother of Jeffrey Schulman 
  Bruce Labott Uncle of Mindy Osterman 

ENGLISH DATE HEBREW DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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Neve Shalom 

Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 

  December 2019 — Kislev/Tevet 5780 


