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I  grew up in a family that did not discuss 
money.  That’s not to say that we weren’t 

aware of its existence.  We were always 
taught not to waste money.  We received 
token monetary gifts from grandparents and 
aunts and uncles when we lost teeth and for 
birthdays.  But whenever higher level      
conversations came up, like what it meant to 
save for a vacation or whether or not we 
could afford something, the conversations 
suddenly reverted to vagaries and            
abstractions.   
 Some families never speak about the 
birds and the bees.  Some never speak about 
money.  We never really spoke about either. 
 Because I had no experience of how 
other families lived, I had no idea what was 
missing from the way that I saw the world. . . 
until I encountered the discipline of         
behavioral economics in law school.  I 
learned that much of our legal system is 
based on the premise that economic    well-
being is the primary motivation behind many 
if not all of the decisions that we make.  So 
many of our laws and policies are based on 
the assumption that rational actors will   
always make the decision that helps them 
become better off financially.  Further, the 
entire concept of suing for damages is based 
on the idea that any time that one person’s 
actions harm another, that injury can be 
remedied with a monetary award. 
 This did not sit well with me.  I wasn’t 
comfortable seeing the world through     
financial glasses.  I wanted to believe that 
people were, or at least aspired to be, driven 
primarily by morality and principle.  I was 
sure that some harms and injuries were 
above monetary compensation.  I finished 

law school and practiced for four years until 
finally this disconnect grew too painful and I 
returned to school in order to enter the   
rabbinate. 
 Imagine my surprise to find that the 
Torah and the rabbis side more with the law 
than with my ideals.  Economics are woven 
through the very fabric of our tradition.  
Some of our most familiar and fundamental 
texts and doctrines incorporate an awareness 
of the role that money plays in our lives.  As 
only one of many examples, during every 
morning and every evening service we cite to 
the Book of Deuteronomy when we recite 
the Shema, and after the introductory verse, 
we read:  v’ahavta et Adonai Elohechah, 
b’chol l’vav’cha, u’v’chol naf’shechah u’v’chol 
m’odechah.  You shall love the Lord your God 
with all of your heart, with all of your soul 
and with all of you m’odechah.  That word, 
m’odechah, is very hard to translate, literally, 
it means something like your “very-ness” and 
is often translated as “all of your might.” 
 The classical biblical commentator, 
Rashi, teaches that it’s more than that 
though.  According to Rashi, m’odechah 
means “all of your wealth or your worldly 
possessions.”  In other words, according to 
our tradition, our wealth is a kind of lan-
guage.  We should allocate our financial re-
sources in a way that expresses our love for 
God and for the ideals that we believe are 
sacred.   
 Further, as we read through the text of 
the Torah on a yearly basis, many of God’s 
commandments can only be performed with 
money.  We are commanded to pay our   
employees on the day that they provide their 
labor.  We are to open our hands and to give 

money to those in 
need.  There are 
laws around 
granting loans and 
laws about forgiv-
ing those loans.  
We perform a  
census, counting the number of Israelites in 
the community, by demanding a half shekel 
from each and we regularly contribute money 
to the priests to sustain the institutions of the 
community.   
 It turns out that my rabbinate is teaching 
me to have a healthier relationship with   
money than my legal career did.  Here at 
Neve, we seek to provide at least two ways to 
deepen our fluency with these linguistic    
aspects of how we manage our money.  As 
spring approaches, we seek as a synagogue to 
model what it means to express our priorities 
in financial terms.  At our Congregational 
Meeting, we will present a budget that tells 
the story of our communal priorities for     
prayer, for life-long learning, for participating 
in and repairing the larger world around us 
and for providing each of our members with 
an appreciative and supportive community.   
 The second way that hope to further this 
sacred understanding of how money can be 
used is that we hope to earn your appreciation 
with the compelling opportunities that we 
provide for community, prayer and learning.  
We hope to inspire you to join us in our     
planning initiative so that these opportunities 
will be available to the Jewish community in 
Metuchen, Edison and in the surrounding 
areas for years to come, and we hope that you   
 

(continued on page 11) 
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Pesach University 

O n Sunday morning, April 14, from 9:00 am 
to noon, Neve Shalom is hosting a free 

morning of workshops, food, classes, hands-on 
projects and a concert. Everything is free 
(except if you order wine or buy things in the 
gift shop). There will be separate activities for 
Pre-K students and their parents with Mrs. 
Mack at 11:00 am, and activities for children 
grades K-3 to do with adult help. For older  
students parents can do their own separate 
programs while their kids (during Hebrew 
School) are doing fun creative activities. There 
are other programs specifically for adults and 
we hope everyone will join us to help prepare for Passover. 
 At 9:00 am Morning Minyan and Hebrew School classes will begin. At 9:45 am 
there will be a cooking Demonstration led by Men’s Club members for older kids and 
adults. For younger students and their parents there will be hands-on Pesach art  
projects.  For adults Rabbi Rosin will teach “Passover: Finding Our Why”.    At 10:30 
am, there will be a short concert of Pesach songs by the Hebrew School kids. 
  At 11:00 am, Hazzan Levin will teach “Fun Ways to Include Children in your    the 
Seder” to parents and grandparents. Another cooking demonstration will be led by 
the Men’s Club. There will be a Pesach kosher wine tasting (adults only) sponsored by 
the Sisterhood. Also, Martha Mack will lead “My Jewish Journey” for pre-school   
families 
  
For more info Contact: Hazzan@NeveShalom.net 

In Memoriam 

Willy Labendz,  
father of Abigail Garb 

 
Marilyn Bergman,  

our member and wife of Jerry 
Bergman 

 
Sanford Lampf,  

father of Mark Lampf 
 

David Epstein,  
father of Gary Epstein 

 
Alan Richman,  

father of Lincoln Richman 

Dear Neve Shalom Community: 

 

 We respectfully wish to remind you that our fiscal 

year runs from July 1st to June 30th. We ask each of 

you to  carefully review your account and statement, and 

ensure that your account is in good standing, including 

any incidental charges that were added during the course 

of the year.   

 As one community, we all have a role to play in 

ensuring the financial health of Neve Shalom.  If you 

have any  questions about your account or statement, 

please contact the office.  

 

Thank you, 

Lawrence Dombrow, Financial Secretary 

mailto:Hazzan@NeveShalom.net
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From the Synagogue President By Debbie Schildkraut 

T his month we celebrate two wonderful 
leaders in our community whose hearts 

couldn’t be bigger when it comes to the 
Jewish community and Jewish causes. Their 
involvement has been evident in everything 
from Jewish education, to Zionism, to Jewish 
music, to ritual enhancement, to leadership 
in Jewish communal organizations such as 
CAJE, Hadassah, Jewish Federation, JCC, JFVS 
and much more. Eliot Spack is one of our 
long-standing Gabbaim, beautifully running 
the services and adding in personal touches, 
while Barbara Spack’s beautiful singing can 
be heard as part of the choir or as part of the 
congregation during services. It is always a 
special treat when either one of them leads 
parts of the service, because they both chant 
from the heart, with love and ruach. He and 
Barbara have both led and been members of 
so many committees over the years,        
including Israel Awareness, Education, Ritual, 
and Membership amongst others, and    
especially the stewardship of the Suzy 
Schwartz Fund. They are, no doubt, part of 
the fabric of Neve Shalom and many other 
Jewish organizations and causes. I am filled 
with pride in knowing Barbara and Eliot.  
Sharing our desire to honor them this year 
was one of those joyous highlights of being 
President. Please join me in thanking them 
for all they do. We are looking forward to 
celebrating their many contributions on April 
7. We wish them a hearty mazel tov, yasher 

koach, and todah rabah!!  We are so fortunate 
to have them as part of our community. May 
they continue to go from strength to strength, 
and we look forward to building many more 
Jewish memories together.  
 With Passover this month, there are 
many themes that emanate this time of 
year:  tradition, story-telling, recollection, 
freedom, growth, and appreciation. It seems 
like all those themes match perfectly to our 
friends the Spacks! Even the Passover story 
has its major players but also many others 
who played significant roles in the communi-
ty. These themes remind me of how it takes a 
village, and there are many people we can 
appreciate who are helping at Neve Shalom in 
selfless ways. While the Ad Journal honoree 
event is designed to celebrate a couple of 
individuals each year, on May 18 we will have 
our Chai Shabbat to honor those members 
who have been part of our community for 18 
years or more.  On June 22 we will have our 
annual Volunteer Shabbat to thank so many 
people whether they serve on the Executive 
Committee, Board of Directors, standing   
committees, special initiatives, minyan,      
Bihor Cholim, Torah readers, choir members, 
and more. Please mark your calendar to join 
us to celebrate them all. 
 Recognition of volunteers, those who 
give of their time and support, and those who 
do (as Barbara can attest to as a proud    
member of Hadassah – “Women Who Do”), I 

Sign Up to Be a HOST and Get Involved! 
 

 Whether you serve chicken or pizza, by lighting candles, saying the three brachot, and  
having a table filled with friends and family, you are separating the week from Shabbat, and 
showing your families the importance of this sacred time together and helping our Neve 
community grow closer together.  
 Once you sign up, you’ll be provided with all the tools you need to pull off the dinner,   
including a challah and a challah roll, a set of candles, a brochure with the three blessings, 
conversation starter cards and some recipes. Ask any of the hosts, this is a most rewarding 
experience, whether it’s your first time or you celebrate Shabbat every week. 
 To sign up, email us at:   guesswhosneve@gmail.com or call us at 908-510-4005  
(Jennifer Bullock) or 732-742-8613 (Julie Hersch). 

Next Date: 
   
 

Open Oneg: 
May 11 – location TBA 

couldn’t be more thankful for the many     
volunteers who have significantly given of 
their time to Neve Shalom. “Unsung heroes” 
are people who give their all, deeply care, and 
often do it quietly without seeking            
recognition. I’d like to acknowledge a few 
people who have given significant time and 
energy in the past year or two. Judy          
Slutzky jumped in to help our Hebrew School 
from every aspect beyond what you and I 
might list: structure and diligence, lesson 
plans, teacher and parent engagement, staff 
mentoring and coordination, Madrichim (teen) 
engagement, budgets, just for starters. While 
being in our building as a volunteer principal, 
she helped troubleshoot various building 
needs, co-trained a new custodian, and     
prepares kiddush each week. She is on the 
Education, House, Security and Personnel 
Committees.  The Personnel Committee was 
revitalized during the past year, and has been 
involved with a significant and meaningful 
work to give our synagogue structure in these 
important matters. Significant thanks go out 
to Susan Lemerman who chaired this          
committee for nearly two years, Craig Koster 
and Gail Schuetz who joined as co-chairs, 
and Marvin Rubenstein, Stan Lowenthal, 
Michael Kaplan, and Judy Slutzky who have 
all helped us to create an Employee Handbook 
and evaluation system.  We are so fortunate 
to have these wonderful people, and we   
extend our deepest gratitude to them all. 

mailto:guesswhosneve@gmail.com
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L ook at the BIG PICTURE 
– I remember hearing 

those words from one of 
my college professors who 
was valiantly trying to get 
his students to look at 
some aspect of American 
history through a wider 
lens than his class was 
inclined to be doing. I’ve 
heard those words in other contexts as well, and I have no doubt 
that I’ve used these words to try to help others see things   
clearer, instead of getting bogged down on the minutiae. But 
what does the Big Picture mean in the context of the Neve   
community? 
 I’m glad you asked!!  In a word, Neve’s Big Picture is COM-
MUNITY. The Neve Shalom community came together a few 
months ago to pose for the Big Picture which adorns the cover 
of our Planning Initiative brochure 
 Being part of the community of Neve Shalom means     
enjoying the ways we are similar and accepting the ways we are 
diverse. It would be boring if everyone chose vanilla…or       
chocolate…every single time. And if both players picked the red 
checkers pieces every time, how could they proceed to play the 
game? More significantly, we can be a cohesive community, 
because we are passionate about what we believe, in spite of 
the fact that we don’t think alike on everything. The goal is not 
to be clones of each other but to be worthy of each other, to 
respect each other.  
 The goals for our Neve COMMUNITY, are to come       to-
gether, to work together, to be at peace together, to do tikkun 
olam projects together – to make the lives of those less         
fortunate better because we care enough to make a difference.  
The goals are also to educate ourselves and our children, to 
equip ourselves for the challenges of the times, as our forebears 
at Neve had to do and did, and to learn to lead, from those who 
have been our great leaders, and sometimes to be followers of 
other great leaders, both of which are elements of a healthy 
community. 
 The Big Picture is to work together to make Neve the best 
it can be. And, if not now, when? 

Synagogue Director’s 
 Greeting By Marge Wise 

O n Sunday, May 5, at 10:00 
am Dr. Barbara Kirshenblatt-

Gimblett, Chief Curator and Founder of the 
Polin Museum in Warsaw, (pictured right) will 
be the annual Israel and Shirley Segal Memorial 
Lecture speaker. Her topic is “Curating between 
Hope and      Despair: Polin Museum of the His-
tory of Polish Jews”. 
 Dr. Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett is       
University Professor Emerita and Professor 
Emerita of Performance Studies at New York University. She is                 
currently Chief Curator of the Core Exhibition at POLIN Museum of the   
History of Polish Jews. Her books include Destination Culture: Tourism,  
Museums, and Heritage; Image before My Eyes: A Photographic History of 
Jewish Life in Poland, 1864–1939 (with Lucjan Dobroszycki); They Called Me 
Mayer July: Painted Memories of a Jewish Childhood in Poland Before the 
Holocaust (with Mayer Kirshenblatt), winner of two book awards.  
 She was honored for lifetime achievement by the Foundation for   
Jewish Culture, received the Mlotek Prize for Yiddish and Yiddish            
Culture, honorary doctorates from the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America and University of Haifa, the 2015 Marshall Sklare Award for her 
contribution to the social scientific study of Jewry, and was decorated with 
the Officer’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland for her 
contribution to Polin Museum.  
 Dr. Kirshenblatt-Gimblett was recently elected to the American     
Academy of Arts and Sciences and serves on Advisory Boards for the     
Council of American Jewish Museums, Jewish Museum Vienna, Jewish  
Museum Berlin, and the Jewish Museum and Tolerance Center in Moscow 
and advises on museum and exhibition projects in Lithuania, Ukraine, and 
Israel. 
 Sponsored by the Israel and Shirley Segal Memorial Fund, this annual 
event is free and open to the public. Refreshments will be served. 

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Adult Ed News 

Men’s Club Minute 
By Lon Dobbs, Men’s Club President 

A s this year speeds by, let's try to slow down for a few days and 
enjoy being part of this wonderful community.  On April 5, Neve 

will be hosting its monthly Community Dinner, and this 
month's ruach will be provided by the Men's Club.  This will be followed 
the next day by the Men's Club Shabbat, during which members of the 
Men's Club will participle in many aspects of the Shabbat service. We 
invite everyone to come pray and enjoy these events with us [note that 
you will need to register for the Community Dinner, and there is a    
minimal fee]. There are many other opportunities to slow down with us 
in April . . . . Our monthly meeting will be held on April 4 (at 7:30 pm); a 
Keruv discussion on April 14 at noon, and if those were not enough, we 
will be holding our Annual Pasta Night, highlighted by pasta and noodle 
dishes from around the world on Sunday, April 28 (at 5:00 pm). Also 
keep your eyes and ears open regarding announcements about our 
upcoming Comedy Night! (possibly May 19). 
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Hebrew School 
 News 

Coming this month: 

 

 Sunday, April 7:  The 7th grade and Hebrew High Students 
will tour the Eldridge Synagogue and the Lower East Side on 
a very special trip. Contact Miriam Dobin at                       
Education@NeveShalom.net  for more information. 

 

 Saturday, April 13:  Rabbi Rosin will lead a fun family service 
starting at 10:45 am in the Hayat Beit Midrash. Then the 
families will join in the sanctuary for special blessings of kids 
born March-August. All of the students will lead the closing 
songs in the service. At noon, Shabbat Kef will start with fun 
Passover Games. 

 

 Sunday, April 14:  Parents are encouraged to join our Pesach 
University. There will be hands-on activities that younger 
students will need adult help completing. All of the students 
will have fun activities and participate in a concert of       
Passover favorites. There are workshops for adults on     
finding meaning and creative ways of including kids in the 
seder.  Separate wine tasting for adults and a cooking demo 
for all ages will also take place. Martha Mack will lead a    
pre-school “My Jewish Journey” at 11:00 am. Everything is 
free and we hope all can participate. 

 

There is no Hebrew school April 16, 21 or 23. 
 

 Sunday, April 28: We invite prospective families to visit our 
Hebrew School Open House at 9:00 am. If you know any 
Jewish children not yet attending a Hebrew School, please 
invite them.   At 11:00 am on Sunday, April 28 Miriam Dobin 
will discuss her book, I Am Because of You, a Holocaust  
biography. Older students and parents are invited.  

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

W hew!  What a busy month of March we have had here at Neve Shalom 
Nursery School!  We danced the late afternoon away at our “Night at 

the Neves!” family dinner dance and then the following weekend we held a 
fun “Parent’s Night Out” event for both parents and kids.  It’s always a     
wonderful thing when our Nursery School families can get together both as 
families and then again as “just the grownups”!  We celebrated Purim      
together both in the classrooms and at the magical Purim Dinner and       
Megillah reading.  All of our Nursery School friends came dressed as their 
favorite characters and we shouted “Boo!” and swung our groggers        
whenever we heard Haman’s name! 
 Looking ahead to the month of April, all of our 
children will be learning about Passover and retelling 
the story of baby Moses, leaping like frogs, creating 
seder plates to bring home, and making matzah.  We 
will also be holding our very own model seder right 
here at school with our teachers and friends. Each 
class will act out their own portion of the Haggadah 
by singing and jumping (ribbit!) to our favorite Passover songs! 
 Registration for our Summer Program 2019 is well underway, as well as 
our registration for both our preschool and kindergarten programs in the fall.  
If you, or anyone you know,  is interested in sending their child to Neve    
Shalom Nursery School, please have them contact 
nurseryschool@neveshalom.net for their very own personal tour! 

Nursery School  
News 

By Martha Mack, Director 

mailto:nurseryschool@neveshalom.net
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not be telling the whole story, since the overall ethics and guidance is a 
consolidation of both Jewish and Christian thought. 

 

Tea or Coffee? 
Interestingly, Jews have a part in its evolution of coffee. First, let’s 
learn a little about the origin of coffee. The origin is not exactly known, 
and although there are many legends, it is believed to have been first 
consumed in Ethiopia around the 9th century.  The earliest recorded 
mention of the drink is by Ahmed al-Ghaffar in the 15th century in  
Yemen. By the 16th century, coffee has spread throughout the area – 
not in homes, but through qahveh khaneh (coffee houses).  
 The Ottoman Empire had a monopoly on coffee, and did not allow 
trees or fertile seeds to be exported. It was not until 1616, when 
(allegedly) a Dutch explorer smuggled out the first tree to Holland, 
which began their own trade in coffee. This is where Jews first came 
into the picture.  Since many Jews became merchants, they were   
involved early on in transporting the beans throughout Europe, where 
coffee shops sprung up everywhere. 
 Jews were also involved in opening of many of these coffee    
houses.  In fact, the first coffee house in Europe was in 1632 in Livorno, 
Italy by a Jewish Merchant. The first coffee house in England was the 
Angel Inn in Oxford, also opened up by a Jewish immigrant from     
Lebanon known as “Jacob the Jew.” The Queen’s Lane coffee house 
was established four years later in Oxford by a Jew named Cirques 
Jacobson, and it is still open today 
 Tea was the preferred caffeinated drink in America until 1773, 
when Colonists turned to coffee after the British enacted the Tea Act. 
Of course, Jewish merchants were instrumental in shipping coffee to 
the colonies. 
 Many of the largest coffee companies in the United States were 
founded by Jews, such as Chock Full O’ Nuts and Starbucks. Because of 
the Passover advertisements and Haggadahs published by Maxwell 
House, it is believed that the company was founded by Jews (it was 
not). However, in 1923, they hired Joseph Jacobs (one of the first   
Jewish advertising agencies) to create a campaign informing people 
that coffee was Kosher for Passover. The campaign was a success, and 
continues today, almost 100 years later, giving away over 50 million 
haggadahs!  

  

Recipe 
It was not hard to think of a recipe, but not for food, but for a drink I 
think you will all like – a coffee liqueur. 

 

Ingredients 
1 ½ cups vodka (your favorite) [or substitute with rum or brandy] 
1/4 cup instant coffee (your favorite) 
2 cups brown sugar 
2 cups water 
1/2 tsp vanilla extract 
½ tsp cocoa powder [optional] 

 

Directions 
1. Combine (in saucepan): sugar, water, coffee & bring to a boil 
2. Simmer for 15 minutes, then cool 
3. Add vanilla, cocoa, and vodka 
3. Pour into dark container and store in refrigerator 

T his month commemorates the 245th anniversary of a significant 
footnote in history, the New York Tea Party.  While the Boston 

Tea Party (March 7, 1774) grabbed the headlines (and the most text 
in our grade-school textbooks), there were seven other cities that 
performed similar acts of civil disobedience. All colonists played their 
own part in these rebellions by becoming became coffee drinkers.  

 

Intent 
These demonstrations were the fire kegs that led to igniting the   
Revolution. These laws have been coined as “Judeo-Christian”   
teachings.  The “Founding Fathers” were not Jewish.  The writers of 
the Declaration of Independence included: Thomas Jefferson,       
Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Robert R. Livingston, and Roger 
Sherman. James Madison wrote the Bill of Rights and Constitution 
(or at least the first draft of these documents. None of these men 
were Jewish. Although men like Madison and Jefferson believed in 
religious tolerance and religious freedom, as reflected in these     
momentous documents, they did not outwardly preach the teachings 
of Judaism. 
 When we consider the words and actions of the Founding     
Fathers, we find that they had no intention of placing Judaism into 
the guidance they were formulating as the laws to rule their new 
country. The idea of Judaism influencing the Founding Fathers is not 
supported by history, so lets look at the term Judeo-Christian itself. 

 

Definition 
 According to Merriam-Webster.com, the definition of “Judeo-
Christian” is “having historical roots in both Judaism and Christianity” 
or “relating to both Judaism and Christianity.” The first known use of 
this term does not derive from the late 18th century when the great 
documents guiding the future of our society were being drafted, but 
almost a half-century later in a letter by Alexander M’Caul in 1820 or 
1821, which reads, in part: 

 

“From all I can see there is but one way to bring about the 
object of the Society, that is by erecting a Judæo Christian 
community, a city of refuge, where all who wish to be bap-
tized could be supplied with the means of earning their 
bread.” 

 

 The term, as M’Caul used it, refers to the teachings and         
principles from the bible.  Basically, all of the ethics and morals 
taught by these ancient religious texts. In general terms, by my    
interpretation, this means that any of the rules and guidance that 
derive from either the Old Testament and the New Testament would 
fall under Judeo-Christian teachings. 
 There is no doubt that the teachings of the Torah, especially its 
ethical teachings and principles, were a huge influence upon the 
Founders. Christianity itself is based upon these ideals. But as has 
been made abundantly clear throughout history, not all of these 
teachings were maintained by early Christians when they broke away 
from Judaism.  In practice the Founding Fathers used the five books 
of Moses as their guide, as long as this guide did not contradict the 
teachings of the New Testament. When people refer to                 
Judeo-Christian, the term infers the guidance of the Christian New       
Testament, as initially influenced by the principles of the “Jewish” Old 
Testament. Therefore, just stating that it is “Christian” alone would 

By Chef Lon 

Coffee and the Intent of our Founding Fathers 
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Intentional Acts of 
Kindness 
 

A fter my mother passed 
away I started attending 

morning minyan. When I  
attended my first minyan, I 
felt as though I walked into a 
strange and scary room. I was the only non-regular.  
Page numbers were not called out, and I had no idea 
what was going on or where we were in the service. 
It was a very uncomfortable feeling.  
 Fortunately for me, there was a kind soul who 

took me under his wing. The second morning when I 
walked in, Morty Fields motioned for me to sit next to 
him. He became my mentor, teaching me how the 
morning minyan functioned.  
 The morning minyan went from being a scary 
place to a club I belonged to. I will never forget how 
Morty chose to help a lost soul and what it meant to 
me.  

——Stuart Shlossman 

Summer SubSidieS AvAilAble  

for uSY ProgrAmS 
 
 The Youth Fund will be offering subsidies for USY on Wheels and 
USY Israel Pilgrimage.  As always, funds are available for cases of        
financial need.  In addition, subsidies will be awarded based on mer-
it.  To apply, USYers should submit a letter no later than March 29 
to youthfund@neveshalom.net.   
 The letter should detail his/her involvement with the USY chap-
ter, the synagogue, the community and Jewish education.  It should 
also    address why he/she feels it is important to participate in the 
program, what he/she will bring back to the youth group and the 
local Jewish    community, and how the experience will help in the 
future.  If there are any financial issues that should be considered, 
parents should add a note detailing them.  Please include your phone 
number.   
 Requests will be held in the strictest confidence and will only be 
shared with the Youth Fund sub-committee.  All those planning to       
participate in a USY summer program are encouraged to apply by the 
deadline.  Late requests may not be considered. 

mailto:youthfund@neveshalom.net


Neve Shalom BulletinAPRIL 2019 

8 

Ritually Speaking By Andrea L. Colby, Vice President, Ritual 
Michele Rosenfield, Guest Author 

O ne of the Ritual Committee’s major goals is to help bring meaning 
to our lives through spiritual practices and support our            

community in understanding the meaning behind these practices.  We 
are approaching the holiday of Pesach, Passover, and we would like to 
honor this goal in advance of this holiday.   
 This month, we are blessed and grateful to have a guest author, 
Michele Rosenfield, who has beautifully described the meaning and 
importance of the Jewish practice of praying in a minyan, a group of 
ten people.  Praying together lends support and strength to our      
community as a whole and to each person who contributes to the 
group simply by being there.  Here is how Michele expresses this    
profound concept: 
 “It often seems that participation in Jewish ritual requires a 
daunting set of skills.   However, the most impactful and profound 
ritual activity actually needs nothing more than simply being present; 
showing up to be counted in a minyan, the minimum quorum of ten 
people required for formal Jewish prayer.   Jewish prayer can certainly 
be individual.  It can come at moments of thankfulness, of pleading, or 
of simple awe.   However, liturgical prayer, the organized, pre-written 
prayers in our siddur, or prayer book, are almost always in the plural: 
we give thanks, we request, we give praise.  In order to share these 
prayers with G-d, we need each other first.   We do not need a rabbi or 
a cantor to have a proper service, but we do need one another.  Of 
course, we need their wisdom and guidance for lots of other things, 
but without a minyan we can’t have a complete service.  Jewish      
tradition has given us a whole set of rules on how we can have an  
abbreviated service if we don’t have a minyan, but it is clear that this is 
a sub-par experience. 
 One of the prayers which cannot be recited without a minyan is 
the Mourner’s Kaddish.   This requirement is extremely insightful.  At a 
time when people are most likely to feel alone in their grief, Jewish 
tradition insists that they be part of the community.  During Shiva, the 
community comes to them.  But for the remainder of the year, the 

It Takes a Village 

Torah Readers 
Melissa Boxer .................... 1 
Jake Bullock ....................... 3 
Andrea Colby..................... 2 
Lawrence Dombrow .......... 1 
Eric Goldman ..................... 1 
Rosalie Green .................... 4 
Miriam Kafker ................... 2 
Elliot Kramer ..................... 1 
Maya Kushner ................... T1 
Michael Kushner ............... 1 
Karen Newman ................. 1 
Aron Richman ................... 2 

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for 
chanting  Torah during the month of February.  T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

Mark Rosenfield .................8 
Michele Rosenfield ............9 
Daniel Rushefsky ................1 
Brett Schildkraut ................9 
Jeffrey Schulman ................1 
Barbara Spack ....................6 
David Yellin ........................11 
 

Haftarah 
Stephan Gross 
Michele Rosenfield 
Steve Schneider 
Barbara Spack 
Larry Wineberg 

mourner goes out to join the 
community: not to celebrate, 
or even be social, but just to 
feel the community around 
them.  Imagine their         
discomfort when they come, 
only to discover that there is 
no minyan to support them. 
 So, why ten people? As 
with most things in Judaism there are Biblical sources for this.  But 
there are practical reasons as well.  Ten feels like the smallest    
number at which a group becomes a community.  Assembling ten 
people is not exactly simple; go ahead and try organizing a group of 
ten.  It requires some thought and planning. When something is too 
simple it becomes rote and can be done without thought.  However, 
in a normal sized congregation, assembling ten is not overly        
burdensome either.  At least, not if everyone shares in the          
responsibility of helping to make a minyan.  At Neve Shalom we 
have several opportunities to observe this mitzvah.  Luckily for us, 
we do not have a problem making a minyan on Shabbat mornings.  
However, we also have regularly scheduled services both on Friday 
and Saturday evenings, and weekday and Sunday mornings.  When 
there is a death in the community we hold evening services at the 
home of the mourner.   We have had problems at times making a 
minyan at each of these different services.  If every member of the 
congregation tried to attend one of these services once in a while 
then this problem would go away…no skill required.” 
 Wishing you all a happy Pesach!  The Ritual Committee       
welcomes everyone to join us at our meetings to work together to 
support the spiritual life of our synagogue.  Please join us at our 
meetings for the rest of this year as follows:  April 2, May 7 and June 
18.  See you there! 
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 Kadimah b’Yachad…..is an opportunity to support our קדימה ביחד  

community and each other to build a welcoming, versatile, and secure future. 

  

 .is about our Journey Together. Neve Shalom is the foundation of our Jewish lives, our home קדימה ביחד 

It is where we learn together, celebrate good times, and support each other in challenging times. The 

Neve family is our oasis of peace, and is an extension of our own families. Through this initiative, we will 

continue our journeys together. 
  

The Neve Shalom leadership has begun this year of celebration of our  

community to achieve three goals: 
  

I. Enhance our ritual home so that it continues to support our spiritual growth and the nourishment of our souls. 

II. Secure our future by enriching and strengthening our extensive programming. 

III. Expand our reach into the larger community. 

For more information, contact:  

journeytogether@neveshalom.net  

Why We’re Investing in Kadima b’Yachad  
 Debra and Dan Hirsch 

 

     Debra and I joined Neve Shalom in 1998. On Shabbat morning Neve Shalom 

is my Oasis of Peace – the time and place where I can sit, listen to the   

davening and relax – I could forget about the pressures of the week for a 

few hours and be among friends.  I choose to support Neve Shalom  because I 

realize that Neve Shalom was not created in 1998 for me, but that it took the 

vision, work and money of generations of passionate, dedicated men and women 

before me to make Neve Shalom what it is.  Like an apple tree in the orchard, 

sometimes you plant something knowing that it will benefit you and generations 

of people after you. The founders and builders of Neve Shalom built this    

institution for themselves, but also for me and my family, and it is incumbent on 

me and my family to build something for us and for future Jewish families.  

I really care about my Neve Shalom family and I believe you all share my     

feelings.  We give to our community in varied ways to the best of our ability.  

We share each other’s joys and sorrows.  We learn, pray, and work side by side 

for the benefit of us all.  Our future is bound in the success of Kadimah 

b’Yachad.  Improving our physical home and reaching out to the stranger  

beyond our walls are critical to ensure we will welcome future generations of 

our family.  I am excited to be a part of this journey together! 

Why I’m Investing in Kadima b’Yachad  
 Nancy Shlossman 

mailto:journeytogether@neveshalom.net
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Sharing the Joy! 

 H ave your own “priceless” experience by weaving a tallit, challah cover, tallit bag, matzoh cover, afikomen bag or even a chuppah!  Make 
an heirloom for yourself, with or for someone special. 

 Give it a try!! YOU can do it!!  Are you and your friends all invited to the same affair? Why not get together on a gift and weave a tallit or 
even a wedding chuppah? What a beautiful joint gift from all of you. A gift that would be treasured for years to come.  
 For more information and to schedule your time on the loom, contact:  Cory Schneider at 717-574-1807 or corstan65@gmail.com  or        
Jennifer   Bullock at  732-906-8565 or  rnjbullock@aol.com. 

Dream Weavers in the Neve Shalom Loom Room 

Not only grandmother Madeline Frances from East Brunswick Jewish Center, 
but her daughter, Erin Sternthal, as well as her grandson, Brandon, and his   
sister, Morgan, all shared in the joy of creating Brandon’s tallit.  Another     
priceless experience in the Loom Room! 
 
Hear the joy in their comments! 
 
From Erin: “Having my mom create a tallit for my son’s bar mitzvah is one of the 
greatest gifts. This is a gift that has so much love behind it, but it is also         
symbolic of the Jewish heritage and traditions passed on from generation to 
generation. As he becomes an adult in the eyes of the Jewish religion, he will 
proudly wear this gift that we all had a hand in making. And it is one that our 
family will treasure as it is physically passed down from one generation to the 
next.”   
 
From Brandon:  "It was an exciting and interesting experience.  It was a little 
nerve-wracking because it felt like I was really getting ready for my bar         
mitzvah.  It was also very loving because I got to do it with my family." 
 
From Madeline: “For me, weaving this tallit was so rewarding on many different 
levels.  It was my first experience weaving and I couldn't believe how fast it 
went.  I enjoyed it so much, I am already scheduled to work on a challah cover 
for my daughter.  The fact that I was making this tallit with much love for my 
grandson for his bar mitzvah, this sacred event, his initiation into full Jewish life, 
made it so meaningful.  This tallit will connect the two of us and our family for 
generations.” 
 
From Morgan: "It was cool.  I'm glad I got to do it." 
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From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin 

 will make a financial commitment that expresses your   
support for these sacred ambitions.   
 One result of my family’s reticence around       
finances is that I was never fully comfortable discussing 
money with others.  Now that I am learning that our 
financial resources are just one more implement that 
we have been given to bring sanctity into the world, I’m 
enjoying the challenge of discussing how each of us can 
dedicate our m’odechah to express our religious and 
communal priorities.   

(continued from page 1) 
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Friday, April 19  ........................ 7:00 am Shacharit 
Taanit Bechorot 

First Passover Seder at Home 
 

Saturday, April 20  .................. 9:30 am Shacharit and 12:30 pm Mincha 
Second Passover Seder at Home 

 
Sunday, April 21 ...................... 9:00 am Shacharit 

 
Monday, April 22-24 .............. 6:35 am 

 
Thurs, April 25  ........................ 6:35 am and 6:30 pm 

 
Friday, April 26 ........................ 9:30 am and 6:30 pm 

 
Saturday, April 27 ...................  9:30 am and 7:00 pm 
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Community Kiddush Fund 
In Honor Of ...........................................From 
My "XCI" birthday ................................... Judith Simet 
Neve Shalom .......................................... Carmen Cobba 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Benjamin Lechman ................................. Morris and Yetta Gelber 
Brian Caplan ........................................... Joel and Sondra Caplan 
Dr. Leon Simet ........................................ Judith Simet 
Harry Nieman ......................................... Joel and Sondra Caplan 
 
Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Ruth Schonberger................................... Frances Schonberger 
 
Ner Tamid Fund 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Gerald Buckbinder .................................. Robert and Nancy Lipschutz 
Marvin Reiter ......................................... Steven and Lori Shery 
Yahrzeit .................................................. Walter Newman 
Anna Simon ............................................ Murray Simon 
Anna Podelsky ........................................ Abe and Arlene Podelsky 
Douglas Kessler  ..................................... Lawrence Dombrow 
Jack Podelsky .......................................... Abe and Arlene Podelsky 
Jeanette Nelson ...................................... Eleanor Massey 
Lenny Zirlin ............................................. Mary Zirlin 
Leonard W. Stern ................................... Bonnie and Khalid Wahiba 
Milton Schreiber ..................................... Philip Schreiber 
My grandfather ...................................... Lawrence Dombrow 
Rose Ludwin ........................................... Elliott and Sharon Ludwin 
Sarah Feinberg ....................................... Howard and Marian Kaufman 
William Freiberg ..................................... Howard and Marian Kaufman 
Yahrzeit .................................................. Steven and Judy Richman 
Yahrzeit .................................................. Faith Heisler and Fred Fischer 
 
Susy Schwartz Fund 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Anna Baras ............................................. Seymour and Renee Bromberg 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Aron Weiser ........................................... Steven and Phyllis Weiser 
Earl Harry Korbman ................................ Michael and Florine Kaplan 
Morton Oliver ......................................... Kenneth and Sara Emmer 
Yahrzeit .................................................. William and Susan Berlin 
Yahrzeit .................................................. Sandra Wunder 

We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

Please remember Neve   
Shalom with a gift in your 
will, trust, retirement       
account or life insurance 
policy. 

N eve Shalom continues to     support the 
efforts of  Jewish Family  Service of  Middle-

sex    County to help the needy by collecting food 
for the  Kosher Food Pantry.  Food donations may 
be left at the  synagogue in the closet near the 
stairs next to the stage. USY will be  collecting a 

different item each month to be   donated. Please watch Neve 
Now! for more  information. Thank you for   supporting these 
efforts!  
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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Neve Shalom 

Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 
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