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From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin

E

very year, numerous articles appear in
the Jewish press about how hard it is for
rabbis to address controversial topics on the
High Holy Days. American politics, Israel,
and social justice are becoming more and
more relevant to our communities and, at
they same time, they are becoming ever
more polarizing.
Nevertheless,
there
are
some
controversies that are so fundamental to our
tradition, that we do ourselves and our
communities a disservice by not turning
towards them and taking a stand.
Which is why, this year, I would like to
throw caution to the wind and once and for
all answer those burning questions: Are the
Holy Days early this year, late this year, or
just on time? And what is this rabbi’s
preference?
As most of us know, the Hebrew
calendar is a lunar calendar and the
Gregorian or secular calendar is a solar
calendar. Consequently, the number of days
in a year on the Hebrew calendar does not
match the number on the secular calendar
which is why Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur jump from day to day and week to
week as we plot them on our planners from
year to year. The fall holidays on the Jewish
calendar can fall anywhere between the
beginning of September and the end of
October.
This year, the first night of Rosh
Hashanah falls on September 9 which is very
close to the earliest day possible (which my
sources identify as September 5). It would

therefore be fair to assert that this year the
Yamim Nora’im, or the Days of Awe, will take
place on the early side.
Of course, there are always sticklers
who insist on adhering to the Hebrew
calendar and asserting that Rosh Hashanah is
never early or late. And they have a point. It
always falls on the first day of the Hebrew
month of Tishrei.
But now comes the harder question:
which is better, a year like this one when the
Holy Days begin at the beginning of
September, or a year with a little more
separation between the summer and the
difficult spiritual work of self-repair?
My guess is that no one who knows me
will be surprised to hear that my experience
is that work always expands to fill the
amount of time available and that the more
time I have, the better my work should be.
Surprisingly, though, I prefer when the
holidays come earlier on the secular
calendar. Since the process of preparation is
going to painful no matter when the big days
fall, I prefer the years when the programming
year, the school year and the work year are
in alignment with the spiritual practice that
our liturgy defines for us.
One of my favorite metaphors for the
process of introspection in which we indulge
during Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur is
found in a book called The Spirituality of
Imperfection: Storytelling and the Search for
Meaning. The authors of that book cite to a
parable that explains that each one of us is
like a marionette with strings connecting our

bodies to God
above. Every time
we make a mistake,
a string breaks and
every time we
properly correct our
actions, we tie a
knot in the string that restores our
relationship with God above.
The point of the parable is that the
strings that belong to the people who make
and correct the most errors are shortened the
most by the number of knots and those are
the people who find themselves closest to
God.
What a wonderful way to look at
teshuvah, or self repair.
And what a
wonderful way to start the year, with the
knowledge that our goals is not to be perfect,
but to be ever conscious of our highest
potential, knowing that every time we stray,
that is just another opportunity to bring
ourselves closer to being the person whom we
want to be.
Please accept my wishes and those of Jen
and Sam for the happiest of Holy Days, for a
sweet and wonderful year to come, and for a
year that is framed by the wisdom of our
sacred tradition.
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By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

Home and Shul Working Together

T

here are many holidays in this coming month,
each of which has important synagogue
services and rituals and each has their own home
celebrations as well. Judaism and the Rabbis have
created a brilliant system which encourages
observant Jews to include both the home rituals
with their family and the communal practices
with the congregation.
For example, Rosh Hashanah has special
prayers, melodies, shofar blasts, and other awe
inspiring practices that take place in the shul. At
home, many families have holy day meals with
traditional prayers and special foods. Many eat
round challahs and dip apples in honey at their
festive meals hoping for a sweet year. Some serve a fish with its head on the plate
representing the head of the year. My family adds a fruit we haven’t eaten in a
long time such as a pomegranate or kiwi to say shehechiyanu. Pomegranates have
613 seeds to remind us of the 613 Mitzvot in the Torah.
Yom Kippur obviously has many hours of prayer in the synagogue. Almost all
of the prayers are written in the plural so we all prayer for forgiveness together as
a community. There are some home rituals as well. Prior to Yom Kippur, some
people wave a chicken over their heads to symbolically take away their sins. I like
to put tzedakah money in a “Rooster Sock Puppet”, wave that over our heads and
then give the money to charity. At the end of Neilah, after Yom Kippur is over,
many gather for a “break-fast” with family and friends, often eating bagels and
spreads since they were in synagogue all day and cooking would not be needed.
For Sukkot some families build a sukkah, a booth in which they will eat many
meals during the holiday. I enjoy building our sukkah and inviting friends, family
and neighbors into it to celebrate together. The synagogue has services every
morning and the first and final evenings. At the morning services we wave lulavs
and etrogs, we march around the room and add special psalms of praise to God.
Also at Neve Shalom we have meals in the sukkah sponsored by the Nursery
School, Hebrew School, Men’s Club and Congregation. The last few years we have
had a lunch for local clergy and political leaders. Sukkot is a great time to help
bring the community closer together.
Simchat Torah officially has a special kiddush and other home dinning rituals.
However, Simchat Torah is a great opportunity for celebrating the conclusion of
the holiday season as a community. Both at the evening and morning services we
finish and restart reading the Torah, we honor members of the congregation who
have done so much for us, and we sing and dance many favorite songs. Neve
Shalom has a tradition of eating stuffed cabbage after the morning service. If you
put two rolled cabbages together they look like a Torah. If you don’t like that dish,
there is pasta and meatballs and other items to eat.
We hope you will find many times to celebrate this month with your family at
home and your Neve Shalom family as well. Chag Sameach!
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From the Synagogue President

A

pples and honey. A beautiful tradition. It is once again the
season of renewal, remembrance, sweetness, and
gratitude. During this reflective time, as your President, I am
cognizant of so many blessings. I look back on the very
action-packed year we just completed, filled with so many new
and enriching aspects of our synagogue growth and continuity.
If you have not had a chance to read my June bulletin article, I
encourage you to do so; I summarized the hard work and
achievements of our staff and volunteers throughout this past
fiscal year. I am grateful for their dedication and passion for
our synagogue. I am also sincerely appreciative to each and
every one of you for your on-going membership. Our mission
is to be here for you spiritually, religiously, emotionally, and
for educational and social needs, and to be your supportive
community.
We have much to celebrate from this past year that
supported the key goals we identified, and will continue this
important work in the year ahead.

By Debbie Schildkraut

 Rolling out Improvements: We are appreciative of
members who come forward with meaningful ideas and
support. A prime example is Merrill and Carol Weiss members who generously donate time and expertise to
help us with antiquated audio challenges in the sanctuary.
They offered a matching donation to help jump-start our
audio upgrade efforts. We received a generous match
from Eddie Thompson. We are so thankful to these
congregants for jump-starting the Audio Upgrade Plan.
However, this is only the tip of the iceberg for costs to
upgrade the system. Please contact Harold Geller, chair of
our Audio Committee, about how you can support this
critical effort.
 Gratitude to Members: After a hiatus, I insisted we bring
back Chai Shabbat, a meaningful event that celebrates
dedicated and long-time members. On June 2, we held
this year’s Shabbat honoring Chai families who have
reached this milestone of 18 years, to thank them for their
dedication to the synagogue. Keith Boxer shared beautiful
reflective remarks about his three-generation family, and
his mother’s key role in arranging the installation of our
beautiful stain-glassed windows in the sanctuary. Yasher
koach and mazel tov to:

 Ensuring security and safety as a priority: Last summer,
we applied for and were selected to receive a $75,000
Homeland Security Grant. Led by Stuart Mantel and Peter
Hacker, we have been making security enhancements to
our building. So far, we upgraded our security cameras,
installed an intercom system, and placed bollards (concrete
posts) throughout the perimeter of the property to prevent
any unintended vehicles from driving into the building. This
month we will be replacing doors and windows with a
shatter-resistant safety glass. Susan Lemerman has been
leading a House sub-committee which is finalizing an
Emergency Management Policies and Procedures Guide.
More to come! Sincere thanks to our House Committee.










 Strategically
assessing
fiscal
sustainability
and
responsibility: For the third year in a row, we balanced
the budget and did not pull from our cash reserves. With
Linda Gotlib’s leadership as Treasurer, she worked with
the
Finance Committee, staff and volunteers to
streamline spending efficiencies where possible, ensured
diligence to budget reviews, restored Bulletin ad revenue,
and personally reached out to many donors. While the Ad
Journal was cancelled in Spring 2017, we restored it in
Spring 2018 as our biggest annual fundraiser. Thank you to
Ken Braverman for his leadership. With Eric Goldman
chairing our Life & Legacy Program, we earned a $16,000
incentive grant over two years from the Harold Grinspoon
Foundation for securing 36 members who made financial
commitments to the synagogue for future needs. We will
also be offering synagogue interviews very soon to assess
what is most important to our congregants and where we
invest our efforts.





Matt and Licia Bonus
Keith and Melissa Boxer
Barbara and Del Du-Bois
Mike and Delia Friederwitzer
Bernard and Jill Grodzicki
Claudie and Gilbert Hayat
Michael Kesler and Barbara Reed
Hazzan and Nita Polay Levin
Seth and Sheri-Rose Rubin
Lynn and Marc Sessler
Ira and Madeline Tolins-Schlitt

 Increasing Community outreach efforts:
Stay tuned for more information as we roll-out a 3 part
event series called “Bridges” about Jewish immigration,
collaborate with Temple Emanuel on a joint Adult
Education Program, and host the Interfaith Clergy “Walk
for Hunger” on October 21.
There is much more coming that I look forward to
sharing with you. We want you to view Neve Shalom as the
place where you come to pause, take a breath, escape the
craziness of the outside world, and to be the place to where
you come to have some fun, do something different, make
new friends. We want Neve Shalom to be the gift that you
give yourself each year. In gratitude, Brett, David, Sarah and I
wish you happiness, good health, sweetness and all good
things for the new year. L'shana tova!
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Membership Memo

Hebrew School
News

By Steven Schneider, Vice President, Membership

O

ne Community. Every Jewish journey is unique. Neve Shalom
is here to support you on your journey. Together, we build One
Community.
A community is a group of people with some level of shared
interest. Each member of the community has a vested interest in the
success of the overall community and in each of its members. The key
to a successful community is that we care about each other.
A prime example of how we build One Community are our
monthly Shabbat Community Dinners. These dinners are lovingly put
together by a dedicated group of people led by Jacci Danziger and
include Sandy Wunder, Stacey Sern, Judi Harrison, Dan Hirsch, Jacki
Alter, Jennifer Bullock, Martha Mack, and Wendy Kushner along
with many others who help set up for the dinners and take the
leftovers to a local shelter. Thank you to all of you!
This year we will have ten dinners starting this month all held on
the first Friday of each month through June 2019. Most months we
will be recognizing various groups within our Community by asking
them to lead the various components of the dinner.
The schedule is as follows:











By Judi Harrison, Vice President, Education

Get Ready for the School Year.
New T hings Coming Our Way!

W

e have an exciting year planned for Hebrew school. We will
welcome Maya Shany; our Shin Shinim representative from
Israel. What is Shin Shinim? Shin Shinim is a Hebrew acronym for
‘shnat sherut’, meaning “year of service."
They are teen ambassadors from Israel, high school graduates
who have chosen to defer their military service for a year of service
abroad. Through the Jewish Federation in the Heart of NJ, we are
fortunate to welcome Maya, who will be involved during the course
of the Religious School year in many different ways. She will
participate in the classroom, help us celebrate different
holidays….we are very excited and know the students will welcome
her energy (ruach) and enthusiasm to Neve Shalom.
Another exciting feature; we will be implementing a new
Hebrew and Judaic curriculum. Students will work together and
have the opportunity to work independently at their own pace.
The teachers have been training during the summer and are ready
to start the New Year off right. On the first day of Hebrew school,
Sunday, September 16, the students will rotate through five
stations to learn and review the High Holidays. In the second
session the 3rd through 7th graders will have a Chug fair where they
will learn about all of their first semester options.
Our Hebrew High, which will begin in October will be offering a
new component of community service. Be sure to attend on
October 9th to learn all about it! The Rabbi will be dropping in to
teach a few classes as well. Maya Shany will be a frequent helper,
adding her own Israeli influence.
We look forward to welcoming everyone, ask that you
become an active volunteer in the school, and enjoy watching
first-hand the exciting new changes to come at Neve Shalom.
Have a Happy and healthy New Year.

September 7 - Meet the Staff
October 5
November 2 - Nursery School
December 7 - Hebrew School
January 4 - Sisterhood
February 1 - Interfaith Clergy
March 1 - Youth Dinner
April 5 – Men’s Club Dinner
May 3
June 7 - Graduation Dinner

If you are a regular at these dinners, you know how wonderful it
is to bring in Shabbat with friends and family. I encourage everyone
to enjoy the benefits of our Community and join everyone else. You
will be amazed.
I wish everyone a shana tova and a sweet, healthy, and happy
New Year!
Building One Community requires that we all work together and
support each other. This is important, fun, and rewarding work. If you
have any questions, comments, or suggestions please do not hesitate
to let me know via email at membership@neveshalom.net or
in-person.

N

eve Shalom continues to support the efforts of Jewish Family Service of Middlesex
County to help the needy by collecting food for the Kosher Food Pantry. Food donations
may be left at the synagogue in the closet near the stairs next to the stage. USY will be
collecting a different item each month to be donated. Please watch Neve Now! for more
information. Thank you for supporting these efforts!

4

Neve Shalom Bulletin

SEPTEMBER 2018

Adult Ed News

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

I

t is with great honor that I accept the new position
as the “Robert Moss Adult Education Director.” It
is basically the same job I have been doing since I
arrived at Neve Shalom in 1999 but it is now renamed in memory of
Bob Moss z”l who co-chaired our Adult Education Committee for
many years and passed away this past year.
Since it has been approved by the Boards of both Neve Shalom
and Temple Emanu-El, this year we will be sharing many of our Adult
Education courses. Neve members would pay our synagogue, Temple
Emanu-El members would pay their Temple (both synagogues will be
charging the same fees) and people, at no additional charge, can take
any or all classes that the two shuls will be offering. This is a work in
progress and we hope to have all of the details planned by October
when the fall courses will start.
We are also, as we have done in the past, doing some programs
together. One example is the Global Day of Jewish Study on Sunday
morning, November 11. It will take place at Neve Shalom. The
curriculum is designed by an International organization founded by
the esteemed scholar, Rabbi Adin Steinholtz. Classes will take place in
over 500 locations around the globe on that same day. Neve Shalom is
hosting it for Central NJ. Teachers this year will include: Rabbi Rosin,
Hazzan Levin, Martha Mack, and other faculty members of Neve

Shalom, Rabbis Vaisberg and Appel from Temple Emanu-El, Rabbi
Esther Reed from Rutgers Hillel, Rabbi Sarah Metz from Beth
Mordecai and Esther Fendrick from the JCC of Middlesex County.
Other teachers, the schedule and talk topics will be published soon.
The theme this year is “Extraordinary Passages; Texts and Travels.”
Stay tuned for more information about the many Adult Education
speakers, classes, films, concerts, and special events that will be
forthcoming this year. We wish you a shana tova, a good year of
learning.

Nursery School News
“Dip the apple…in the honey….say the bracha loud
and clear!....L’shana tova u’metukah….have a
happy, sweet new year!” The school year has begun and our
classrooms are filled with the sounds of the shofar blowing and the
sweet smells and tastes of apples and honey. We wish all of our
friends at Neve Shalom a happy and sweet New Year! It’s hard to
believe, but in just a short while we will begin creating our unique
decorations for the sukkah so we can celebrate together with our families, enjoying “Pizza in the Hut”.
We would like to welcome everyone back to school, both new
and “alumni” families, because this year we are hitting the ground
running!
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and Simchat
Torah….whoosh! Don’t miss the fun because there is a lot going on!
We would like to invite all of our nursery school families to attend our
special Tot Rosh Hashanah service from 9:30 – 10:00 am on the first
day of Rosh Hashanah (Monday, Sept 10th) and our special Tot Yom
Kippur service from 9:30 – 10:00 am on the morning of Yom Kippur
(Wednesday, Sept 19th). Each of these services is intended for the
entire family to learn and pray together in an age appropriate way that
is engaging for everyone.
If you know of any young moms/caregivers with babies who are
searching from something fun to do on a Friday morning from 9 – 9:30
am, please recommend that they join us for our Baby, Music, & Me
class. It is absolutely free and a lovely way for young families and their

By Martha Mack, Director

babies to get to know each other and spend time together.
Our My Jewish Journey program will be resuming in October
2018, it is another fun program designed for the young family that
meets monthly on a Sunday morning for one hour based on the
topics of Jewish holidays, values, and mitzvot. It consists of hands-on
participation in arts & crafts, storytelling, music, and even cooking!
This year we have both a flourishing “Mommy & Me” and "Just
Me" program! “Mommy & Me” meets on Mondays from 10:00 –
11:00 am for infants from 12 – 18 months and their moms/
caregivers. Our “Just Me” program meets on Wednesdays from 9:15
am - 11:15 am for the 2 to 2-1/2 year old crowd. If you, or someone
that you know, is interested in any of our nursery school programs
please
have
them
contact
Martha
Mack,
Director
nurseryschool@neveshalom.net to arrange for a personal tour of our
facility.
L’shana tova tikatevu!

5

Neve Shalom Bulletin

SEPTEMBER 2018

Steak and Scotch in the Sukkah

D

uring the Jewish holiday of Sukkot, Jews build small “booths” to
eat in during the holiday; called a sukkah. To eat a meal in the
Sukkah is believed to be a mitzvah (I’ll go more into the particulars
below), but to eat a large meal of steak and spirits, with the
community may not make it a bigger mitzvah, but it makes the
mitzvah much more enjoyable. One popular event at synagogues is
the Food and Spirits in the Sukkah event, and of these events, the
combination of Steak and Scotch is usually one of the most popular.

By Chef Lon

Hoshanah Rabba (last day of the holiday)
The eighth day of Sukkot is special, and is designated as Hoshanah
Rabba. Although most believe that the end of Yom Kippur is the time
of final judgement, it is actually finalized on Hoshanah Rabba.
 One tradition is to “wave” a willow branch, or struck 5 times on
the ground
 All of the Torahs are taken out of the Ark on this day
 Some communities spend the entire prior evening in study
reading Deuteronomy until midnight, then they will read the
Book of Psalms.
 Lekach, honey bread is distributed to the congregants after
prayers
 A festive meal is eaten in the sukkah

Sukkot — A Brief History
The holiday may be a culmination of two different things. Some
scholars explain that the holiday is in commemoration or remembrance of the mobile huts the Hebrews carried and used as shelters
during the years of wandering the dessert. Other historians argue
that the roots are representative of ordinary life of ancient times (e.g,
the huts farmers slept in during the harvest). The holiday is also called
hag ha-asif, which translates into “harvest festival.”

Spirits
The think I like most about Sukkot is that one of the fundamental
concepts about the holiday is the idea of community. It is not
surprising that many congregations have large community dinners and
event at this time, such as a “Steak and Spirits event” where steak is
paired off with an alcoholic beverage, such as Scotch. Many people do
not know the difference between Scotch, Whiskey, and Bourbon, so
below is a quick guide.
For the most part, they are all generally the same, but called
something different due to geography or spelling, as such:
 According to U.S. law, to be considered a whiskey as a bourbon,
the drink must follow specific guidelines:
 must include at least 51% corn
 If you use 51% rye, it is rye whiskey
 Rye can also refer to Canadian whisky, which may not
include any rye
 distilled at 160 proof or less
 placed into barrel at 125 proof or less
 cannot include any additives
 Scotch is whiskey made in Scotland (generally malted barley and
aged 3 years+)
 Bourbon is whiskey made in the United States (generally
Kentucky)
 In Tennessee, after the bourbon is distilled, it is filtered
through and then called whiskey
 Whisky is whiskey (with the “e”) in Ireland

Building the Sukkah
Once Yom Kippur is over, many families build their own sukkah, but
there are requirements:
 It must be large enough to fit a table, a man’s head, and most of
his body
 It can be made of any material, but must be sturdy enough to
withstand ordinary winds
 It should be built on a clean area soon after Yom Kippur
 The coverings for the roof (traditionally branches or reeds called
schach) should be “products of the soil,” not tied together, and
not be able to absorb tumah (spiritual impurity)
 Provide enough covering so that there is more shade than sun
 The sukkah should not be placed underneath branches of any
 Many families decorate the sukkah with harvest themes
Rituals & Prayers
Meals should be eaten in the sukkah, and even sleep in it
 This applies only to men
 Eating bread in the sukkah on the first night of Sukkot is
especially important. There is no commandment to eat in the
sukkah after the first day.
 Ushpizin ceremony
 This is a ceremony for inviting guests into their home/sukkah.
It is important throughout the year, but emphasized even
more during Sukkot.
 Traditionally, besides those living, you also “invite” your
descendants.
 Days 2-7 (Hol Hamoed) – People pursue normal activity, use the
lulav and Etrog, and spend time/eat in the sukkah.
 Lulav and Etrog
 The commandment of waving of the Lulav and Etrog is found
in Leviticus 23:40.
 There are four trees waved. These are the four trees
mentioned in the Torah, also known as the four species:
 Citron tree – Etrog
 Date Palm - Lulav
 Myrtle tree – Hadass
 Willow tree - Arayah
 Special prayers are recited: Hallel (Psalms of Praise), Hoshana
Prayers (additional prayers)

Whatever you call it, enjoy it, and don’t drink and drive.

Recipe

A non-traditional whisky sauce . . . .

Ingredients
1 cup butter
Juice from squeezed tomato
4 Tbs. water

2 large eggs
2 cups sugar
5 Tbs. whisky (or to taste)

Directions
Melt butter in saucepan (low heat). Remove from heat when melted
Mix eggs, tomato juice, and water in separate bowl.
Combine butter and egg mixture in sauce pan, then slowly add the
sugar. Place sauce pan on range and heat (medium) until sugar is
dissolved Remove from heat and stir in whisky.
Keep Cookin’ — Chef Lon
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The FulFillmenT oF STudying AbroAd in iSrAel

T

his past semester, I had the opportunity to
study abroad in Jerusalem, Israel. For the
last five months I had the chance to engage
with a new culture, develop my Hebrew
abilities, and explore the ins and outs of Israel. I
completed liberal learning classes towards my
degree at The Rothberg International School at
Hebrew University.
A lot can happen in five months, especially
in Israel. While I was there, I experienced
Purim, Pesach, Israel’s 70th birthday, Jerusalem
Day, Israel’s victory in Eurovision, and so much
more. One of my favorite memories was seeing
Israel come together - whether it was to
memorialize the fallen soldiers, celebrate 70
years of statehood, or to observe the Jewish
holidays, there always felt as if there was a
sense of unity. Walking down the street on a
Thursday afternoon or Friday morning and
hearing
“Shabbat
Shalom”
in
casual
conversation is astonishing. For the first time in
my life, I didn’t have to inform someone of my
absence or explain why I couldn’t do my work
because of a Jewish holiday. Being in a country
where I was now the majority was a game
changer. When you’re driving and you see signs

wishing you “Happy Shavuot” was surprising to
me at first, but then I realized how lucky I was
to be in a Jewish State.
Israel very quickly became my home away
from home. The community within Israel was
welcoming and warm. I traveled throughout
Israel and got to interact with locals. I also had
the incredible opportunity to intern in a school.
As an education major, studying abroad meant
time out of the classroom gaining general field
experience. My university in Israel allowed me
to receive credit for volunteering in a local
school. Interning within the school was one of
my favorite parts of my trip. I worked with
various first and second graders at all levels of
the academic spectrum. Honestly, I think I
learned more than the students did most days.
Contrary to what much of my family
believes, I also took classes. In addition to my
required Hebrew courses, I took a class on the
Architectural Heritage of Jerusalem. I also took
a class on Jewish and non-Jewish relations and
rescues during the Holocaust. These classes
were extremely interesting and helped me to
not only understand Israel more, but the world
around me. With my architecture class, I got to

By Rachel O’Gorman
walk around Jerusalem, see it through
different lenses, see how it has developed
and changed over the last 2,000 years. In
my Rescues and Relations course, we had
the opportunity to look at the archives and
artifacts within Yad Vashem.
It has been a little while since I began
to re-acclimate back into American society.
My family and friends have asked me if I
enjoyed my trip and every time, I find
myself explaining how much I loved it with
the biggest smile on my face. It is difficult to
sum up five extraordinary months into a few
short sentences, but one word does
describe it all - incredible. Living in a foreign
country for a short period of time,
as cliché as this sounds, taught me a lot
about myself and the goals I have for my
life. But having the opportunity to live in
Israel was the opportunity of a lifetime. I
am very thankful to both my parents for
helping me along this journey and I owe a
huge thank you to the Susy Schwartz
Passport to Israel Scholarship Fund.

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for chanting
Torah during the months of June and July. T=Teen, JR=Junior
June Torah Readers
Andrea Colby ......................... 1
Lawrence Dombrow .............. 10
Eric Goldman ......................... 1
Rosalie Green ........................ 4
Bruce Greenberg ................... 3
Miriam Kafker ........................ 2
Karen Newman ...................... 16
Aron Richman ........................ 1
Daniel Rosenfield................... 1
Marc Rosenfield .................... 14
Michele Rosenfield ................ 3
Debbie Schildkraut ................ 1
Steven Schneider ................... 1
Jeffrey Schulman ................... 3
Stacey Sern ............................ 3
Martin Slutzky ....................... 1
Barbara Spack ........................ 5
Alan Stern .............................. 2
David Yellin ............................ 12
June Haftarah Readers
Aron Richman
Michele Rosenfield
Stacey Sern
Larry Wineberg
David Yellin

July Torah Readers
Jake Bullock............................11
Andrea Colby .........................1
Lawrence Dombrow...............2
Eric Goldman .........................1
Rosalie Green .........................4
Bruce Greenberg ....................3
Karen Newman ......................2
Aron Richman ........................12
Steven Richman .....................2
Mark Rosenfield .....................11
Daniel Rushefsky ....................1
Debbie Schildkraut .................2
Jeffrey Schulman ....................2
Stacey Sern ............................2
Barbara Spack ........................4
Alan Stern ..............................2
David Yellin ............................8
July Haftarah Readers
Jake Bullock............................2
Rosalie Green .........................1
Steven Richman .....................1
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n Saturday evening, September 1, at the 8:15 pm
Selichot service we will present prayers in the styles of
today’s Independent Minyanim. Guest percussionists will
join Rabbi Eric Rosin and Hazzan Sheldon Levin in a
participatory, lively and meaningful service. This will include
traditional texts and tunes and new settings and
meditations. The service will followed by a reception.
At 9:15 pm we will screen the new film, “Bogdan’s
Journey.” In a story that begins with murder and ends with
reconciliation, one man persuades the people of Kielce,
Poland, to confront the truth about the darkest moment in
their recent past: Kielce is the site of Europe’s last Jewish
pogrom.
In 1946 forty Holocaust survivors were murdered by
Kielce townspeople. Communist authorities suppressed the
story, leaving the town deeply torn and embittered.
Bogdan Bialek, a Catholic Pole and trained
psychologist, has made it his life’s work to persuade the
people of Kielce to acknowledge their past, to reconnect the
city with the international Jewish community, and to
transform Kielce into a place of dialogue and reconciliation.
The film is 90 minutes in Polish/English/Hebrew with
English subtitles There is no admission fee.
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Ritually Speaking

Men’s Club Minute

By Andrea L. Colby, Vice President, Ritual

By Lon Dobbs, Men’s Club President

Shana Tova!

W

e would like to wish a warm welcome back to everyone. Although it was a quiet summer, we had a very productive miniretreat where we went over vital business for our chapter, enjoyed
some team building, and ate an amazing lunch! However, we hit the
new year running, beginning with a Welcome Back BBQ on
September 16, then we are busy with helping to set up and clean up
the synagogue for the High Holy Days (schedule is below), and let’s
not forget our annual Steak n’ Spirits in the Sukkah event on
September 27. Just as an FYI, our first Torah on Tap will be held on
October 8.

B

est wishes from the Ritual Committee to everyone for a happy,
healthy and sweet New Year (shana tova)! As our High Holy
Days approach, we look forward to joining together as a Community
to celebrate new opportunities to rejoice and support each other in
the year to come.
As always, the Ritual Committee has worked hard to provide
the chance for everyone in our Community, from tots to adults, to
experience the High Holy Days in a personally meaningful way. In
addition to our traditional services in the sanctuary, we will have
alternative services on the first day of Rosh Hashanah and on Yom
Kippur entitled “Searching for Meaning”. These services will explore
the deep significance of important High Holy Day liturgy through
recitation, discussion, drama and melody to bring deeper understanding of and personal connection to the High Holy Days.
We will again provide Tot Services on the first day of Rosh
Hashanah and on Yom Kippur for very young children and their
families. Junior Congregation Services will also offer children
enjoyable spiritual experiences.
This year we will continue our work toward supporting our
community in having meaningful spiritual experiences: creating a
Learners’ Service, continuing our Kosher Food Club events,
enhancing our Festival, Simchat Torah and Purim celebrations and
helping everyone feel comfortable and at home at these synagogue
ritual events.
And of course, please feel free to join us at our Ritual
Committee meetings. All meetings are scheduled on the Neve
Shalom calendar and generally take place the first Tuesday of every
month at 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm in the evening (with some exceptions
due to holiday celebrations). We are always looking for fresh viewpoints and welcome everyone to participate in our lively discussions.
Shana tova—best wishes for a happy and healthy New Year!

High Holy Day clean-up/set-up dates and times:
 High Holiday Chair Setup – September 9 at 8:30 am
 Chair Breakdown and Sukkah Setup – September 23 at 8:30 am
 Sukkah Breakdown – October 7 at 8:30 am
We look forward to seeing everyone at these events. We always
looking to welcome new members, and have current members help
out with our events; even if it is just coming down and help us cook a
meal for one of our many events (no experience required).

8

Neve Shalom Bulletin

SEPTEMBER 2018

Treasurer’s Report

By Judi Harrison,
Vice President, Education

By Linda Gotlib, Treasurer

T

he 2018-19 Synagogue Budget was
approved at the Congregational
meeting in May. Our fiscal year started
July 1. Our budget is composed of all the
estimated income and operating expenses
for the various areas of the Synagogue.
These
include
House,
Ritual,
Administration, Membership, Nursery School, Hebrew School, Fundraising,
Adult Education and Youth.
Our largest net expenses are for
Administration (mostly Executive Director and staff salaries, insurance,
office equipment and postage), Ritual (mostly salaries, religious supplies,
Kiddush and bar/bat mitzvah lessons), House (mostly maintenance staff
payroll, repairs/maintenance, utility charges and landscaping/snow
removal) and Hebrew School (mostly salaries, supplies and books).
Our income comes from dues, fundraisers and donations. This past
year, the House Committee chaired by Peter Hacker and our House Vice
President, Stu Mantel, successfully applied to the State and received a
$75,000 grant for safety measures in and around the building. The new
bollards are one example of the use of this grant. Several donors have also
provided the funds to cover tuition for our students in K-2 this coming year.
However despite the generosity of our members and hard work of the
staff, Synagogue leadership and our volunteers, the 2018-19 budget will
have an estimated deficit of over $200,000. By comparison, the estimated
deficit in 2017-18 was approximately $118,450 and in 2016-17, the
estimated deficit was approximately $38,100. Fortunately, due to careful
management of expenses and some additional income, we have balanced
our actual budgets for the past two years.
The Synagogue has an investment account of approximately $890,375
(as of mid-July) funded by our mergers with Congregation Adath Israel and
Temple Ohev Shalom. For several years prior to 2016-17 we have had to
withdraw funds from this account to cover our operating costs, ranging
from $40,000 to $120,000 per year.
Thank you to the Finance Committee, our office manager, Rita Devlin
and our bookkeeper, Lisa Luzzi for their tireless efforts managing our
operating costs. Thank you also to the Board of Directors and the
Executive Committee who continue to spend prudently and who have
successfully found grants and other income opportunities for the upkeep
and safety of our building while continuing the wonderful educational and
other programing opportunities that we enjoy. Most importantly, thank
you to you, our members for your support and generosity. Shana tova!

Welcome Maya Shany
Our Shin Shinim Representative

W

e are very excited to participate in the Shin Shinim
program. This is a gap year for Israeli students to live
and volunteer in the US, Canada, and Europe. The students
spend a year living, learning, teaching, and becoming a part
of the community in which they live. We are fortunate to be
take part in a pilot program through The Jewish Federation in
the Heart of New Jersey .
Maya lives in Reut, a town near Modiin; she has a twin
sister and a younger brother. Her mother works for the
Jewish Agency and her father is a law professor. During his
sabbaticals Maya has lived in the US. She spent 6 months in
Boston when she was 6 and a year in Riverdale NY when she
was 11.
Maya volunteers as a scout leader and has worked with
children in middle school and High school. She has also
trained 9th graders to become scout leaders. Maya has
worked with large groups of students (about 100) and many
of these friends form her social circle. She plays the guitar
and rides horses.
When asked why she wanted to participate in the Shin
Shinim program and what she hoped to accomplish she
responded that she wanted to get to know new people and
show them “her” Israel. She wants to share her life and
allow our community to see the beauty of life in Israel, and
its complexities. Maya is interested to learn about our lives,
interests and heritage. She is looking forward to making new
friends and have an impact on the people she meets as well
as the community.
Maya will be helping and teaching in our Nursery,
Hebrew, and Hebrew high programs. She will be joining us
for our community Friday night dinners. Maya will participate in a variety of other programming at Neve and the wider community. She will be spending time at B’nai Tikvah in
North Brunswick participating in a similar way. Please join us
in welcoming her to our community.

Dream Weavers in the Neve Shalom Loom Room
Is someone you love having a bar or bar mitzvah? Are you ready to take on the mitzvah of wearing a tallit? Is it time
for a new tallit that YOU weave for yourself or for someone you hold dear? Create this gift for someone special or for
yourself! Weave a tallit, challah cover, tallit bag, matzoh cover, afikomen bag. Make an heirloom for yourself or
someone special. Give it a try!! YOU can do it!! The Loom Room is now scheduling for the Fall.
Neve Shalom president, Debbie Schildkraut, has received wonderful feedback from people who have woven in the
Loom Room. Debbie commented: “The Loom Room is touching so many people in meaningful ways with this
incredible initiative. Every time they wrap themselves in their woven tallit, it is such a special feeling.”
For more information and to schedule your time on the loom, contact:
Cory Schneider at 717-574-1807 or corstan65@gmail.com
or Jennifer Bullock at 732-906-8565 or rnjbullock@aol.com
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
Mitchell and Shira Skolnick, mazel
tov on the birth of Lucy Chaya ........... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison
In Memory Of...................................From
Norman Fox, beloved father
of Donna Binstein .............................. Edward and Marian Szteinbaum

Barry Miller Fund
In Honor Of ..................................... From
Judi Harrison receiving
the Millie Fishbein Award .................. Lisa and Daniel Spiegel
Community Kiddush Fund
In Honor Of ..................................... From
Confirmation of Donald and Maya .... Alan Solomon and Heidi Haiken
Neve Shalom ..................................... Carmen Cobba
Neve Shalom ..................................... Carmen Cobba
Neve Shalom ..................................... Carmen Cobba
Jaclyn, Josh Danziger and Family,
mazel tov of the birth of
your son, Nathan ............................... Debbie and Brett Schildkraut
Mitchell, Shira, and Bryson Skolnick,
mazel tov of the birth of Lucy Chaya . Debbie and Brett Schildkraut
Michael Kesler — Happy Birthday ..... Flora Cowen
Neve Shalom ..................................... Lillian and Michael Radomsky
Neve Shalom ..................................... Marlene Fineman
Judi Harrison and Steve Gross,
thank you for your
gracious hospitality ........................... Martin and Judith Slutzky
Marilyn and Stan Loewenthal,
congratulations on the birth
of your grandson, Tyson Rand ........... Martin and Judith Slutzky
Sid Krane, mazel tov on your
granddaughter's bat mitzvah............. Martin and Judith Slutzky
In Memory Of .................................. From
Norman Fox ....................................... Debbie and Brett Schildkraut
Rubin Levine ...................................... Florence Levine

Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund
In Honor Of ......................................From
Sheldon and Nita Polay Levin,
congratulations on your new home ... Martin and Judith Slutzky
Karen and Jonathan Newman ............ Richard Blum, Paula Blum, Robert Blum,
........................................................... Jon Blum and Sheryl Sun
In Memory Of...................................From
David Robinson .................................. Fredda Robinson
David Hodes ....................................... Frances Schonberger
Samuel Hodes .................................... Frances Schonberger
Aaron Braun, my brother ................... Marlene Fineman
Anne Linksman, my sister .................. Marlene Fineman
Jack Braun, my brother ...................... Marlene Fineman
Max Roller Library Fund
In Honor Of ......................................From
Karen and Jonathan Newman ............ Richard Blum, Paula Blum, Robert Blum,
........................................................... Jon Blum and Sheryl Sun
In Honor Of ......................................From
Neve Shalom ...................................... A. D. Richman
The Segal Family, thank you for
continuing the Israel and
Shirley Segal Lecture Series ............... Bunny Bloom
Rabbi Zelizer and Viviana, just
want you to know we are
thinking of you. .................................. Iris Berman and Family
Jaclyn and Josh Danziger,
mazel tov on the birth of
your son, Nathan ............................... Lawrence Dombrow
Mitchell and Shira Skolnick, mazel
tov on the birth of your
daughter, Lucy Chaya......................... Lawrence Dombrow
Patrick McAuley’s bar mitzvah ........... Lawrence Dombrow
Karen and Jonathan Newman ............ Richard Blum, Paula Blum, Robert Blum,
........................................................... Jon Blum and Sheryl Sun
Neve Shalom ...................................... Steven and Phyllis Weiser
Arielle Kafker, mazel tov on
your graduation with honors!!! ......... Elyse, Jeff, Haley and Whitney Schulman
In Memory Of...................................From
Yahrzeit .............................................. Aaron and Marlene Strauss
Sondra Fox, my beloved mother ........ Alan and Donna Binstein
Bessie Wollner ................................... Alma Rubin
Yahrzeit .............................................. Barbara Rosalsky
Kitty Haberman .................................. Barry and Helene Haberman
Yahrzeit .............................................. Bernard and Gail Kanar
Frank Kotkin ....................................... Carol and Kenneth Bernstein
Gertrude Bernstein ............................ Carol and Kenneth Bernstein
Louis Bernstein .................................. Carol and Kenneth Bernstein
Sally Kotkin ........................................ Carol and Kenneth Bernstein
Mindy Dultz ....................................... Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz
Harvey Dultz ...................................... Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz
Jack Dultz ........................................... Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz
Yahrzeit .............................................. Emanuel and Betty Leventhal
Sidney Reiss ....................................... Eric and Marci Berger
Max Birnbaum ................................... Florence Levine
Nathan Levine .................................... Florence Levine
Harry Glass......................................... Francine Glass and Audrey Napchen
Stanley Mikelonis ............................... Gerald and Elaine Glick
Neoma Wiener .................................. Ira and Myra Wiener

Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund
In Honor Of ..................................... From
Shira and Mitchell Skolnick, we are
so happy for the birth of your
beautiful Lucy Chaya. ........................ Jeffrey and Elyse Schulman
Jaclyn and Josh Danziger,
congratulations on the birth
of your son, Nathan .......................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Mitchell and Shira Skolnick,
congratulations of the birth of
your daughter, Lucy Chaya ................ Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Patrick McAuley’s bar mitzvah .......... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Judi Slutzky's Special Birthday ........... Martin and Ellen Romm
Neve Shalom's Youth Group .............. Neve Shalom Men's Club
Alan and Donna Wink, mazel tov
on the wedding of Jason and Kate ..... Scott and Cindy Ull
In Memory Of .................................. From
Martin Schulman ............................... Jeffrey and Elyse Schulman
Norman Fox ....................................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Shirley Werbel ................................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern
Esther Braun- my mother .................. Marlene Fineman
Miriam Fineman, my mother-in-law.. Marlene Fineman
Sam Braun, my father ........................ Marlene Fineman
Solomon Fineman, my father-in-law . Marlene Fineman
Don & Ruth Kahn Book & Author Fund
In Memory Of .................................. From
Donald T. Solomon ............................ Alan Solomon and Heidi Haiken
Gladys Berkowitz ............................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Friends of Neve Shalom Nursery School Fund
In Honor Of ..................................... From
Judi Slutzky's Special Birthday ........... Andrea and Stu Goldsmith
Neve Shalom ..................................... Fred Eines
Jaclyn and Josh Danziger, mazel tov
on the birth of Nathan ....................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison

10

Neve Shalom Bulletin

SEPTEMBER 2018

We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
Ner Tamid Fund
In Memory Of .................................. From
Neill Oster.......................................... Joel S. and Rhonda F. Silverman
Frederick Hardy ................................. Judith Spiegel
Irving Spiegel ..................................... Judith Spiegel
Nathan Lehrhaupt ............................. Judith Spiegel
Yahrzeit ............................................. Lawrence Dombrow
Shirley Korbman ................................ Michael and Florine Kaplan
Yahrzeit ............................................. Neil and Joan Emmer
Kitty Haberman.................................. Neve Shalom Men's Club
Leonard Schreiber ............................. Philip Schreiber
Gladyce Oster .................................... Rhonda F. Silverman
Yahrzeit ............................................. Richard and Barbara Helfman
Yahrzeit ............................................. Richard and Barbara Helfman
Bernard Goldstein ............................. Robert and Shelley Wiesner
Yahrzeit ............................................. Roberta Miller
Norman Fox ....................................... Selwyn and Vera Galleid
Arthur Greenberg, my uncle .............. Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Leo Loewenthal ................................. Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Anna Slobodien ................................. Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Alice Storfer Nackman ....................... Stanley and Shirley Storfer
Esther Greenhouse ............................ Stephan and Beverly Perry
Bernice Greenhouse .......................... Stephan and Beverly Perry
Emanuel Sachs................................... Stephan and Beverly Perry
Morris Greenhouse ........................... Stephan and Beverly Perry
Norman Fox ....................................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison
Blanche Mendelson ........................... Steven and Judy Richman

Sign up to be a HOST and get involved
2018-2019 dates:
Sept. 28, Oct. 12, Nov. 9, Jan. 18, Feb. 22, Mar. 15,
OPEN ONEG May 11 –location TBA
Whether you serve chicken or pizza, by lighting candles, saying the
three brachot, and having a table filled with friends and family, you are
separating the week from Shabbat, and showing your families the
importance of this sacred time together and helping our Neve
community grow closer together.
Once you sign up, you’ll be provided with all the tools you need to
pull off the dinner, including a challah and a challah roll, a set of candles,
a brochure with the three blessings, conversation starter cards and some
recipes. Ask any of the hosts, this is a most rewarding experience,
whether it’s your first time or you celebrate Shabbat every week.
To sign up, email us at guesswhosneve@gmail.com or call us at
908-510-4005 (Jennifer Bullock) or 732-742-8613 (Julie Hersch).

Prayerbook Fund
In Memory Of .................................. From
Ruth Wineberg .................................. Larry Wineberg
Susy Schwartz Fund
In Honor Of ..................................... From
Caroline and Mike Seidner, mazel tov
on the birth Lucy Chaya ..................... Martin and Judith Slutzky
In Memory Of .................................. From
Pearl Kaplan, beloved mother
of Aimee Braverman.......................... Bennett and Susan Lass
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Honor Of ..................................... From
Ed Levinson's 75th Birthday............... Susan Levinson
In Memory Of .................................. From
Morris Wernik ................................... Charlotte Sheratsky
Sarah Wernik ..................................... Charlotte Sheratsky
Prof. Daniel Horn ............................... Dr. Marcia Horn
Ralph Wolman ................................... Dr. Sandra Moss
Karen Kramer .................................... Elliot Kramer
Seymour Kramer................................ Elliot Kramer
Sam Grossman................................... Gerald and Rhoda Grossman
Myrna Olshan .................................... Irving and Brenda Dessel
Beatrice Smith ................................... Leonard and Arlene Smith
Stanley Schneider's sister
and brother-in-law ............................ Lisa Mann
Charlotte Tessler................................ Martin and Marilyn Tessler
Freida Gelber ..................................... Morris and Yetta Gelber
Sadie Gelber ...................................... Morris and Yetta Gelber
Lily Stern ............................................ Robert Spierer
Helen Schoenbrun ............................. Ruth Candeub
Isadore Candeub................................ Ruth Candeub
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Please remember Neve
Shalom with a gift in your
will, trust, retirement
account or life insurance
policy.
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Know someone who needs help?
Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat!
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after
surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the
Mitzvah Mission.
No Mission Is Impossible!
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
732-858-1764

HAIMM

MONUMENTS FOR
ALL CEMETERIES

MEMORIAL CENTER
10 MAIN STREET
732-634-8500
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
732-634-1521
800-729-0582
Fax: 732-750-0120
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GOLDSTEIN
FUNERAL CHAPEL INC.
We value the dignity and the sanctity of the
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain
reverence for the Jewish tradition.
Exclusively Jewish Operated
Conveniently Located
Large Chapels
Martin Goldstein, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. 4025
2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison
732-777-0032

Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy
Nationwide
SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON

POPPER and GRAFTON - ATTORNEYS AT LAW
225 West 34th Street
Suite 1806
New York, NY 10122-1600
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