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W hile I can’t put my hands on the    
citation, there’s a story that leapt to 

mind earlier tonight about a young rabbi 
who was appointed to replace his father as 
the leader of a small pre-war community in 
Europe.  While rabbinic dynasties do exist, 
this was no inherited sinecure, but was    
instead a calculated ploy by the most      
traditional members of the community who 
were trying to ensure that the strict ritual 
observance with which they had grown  
comfortable would continue after the     
passing of their beloved religious leader.   

 The leadership of the community 
sought the young rabbi out and installed him 
with the expectation the youthful scholar 
would defer to the legal determinations 
promulgated by his venerated father. 

 Imagine their surprise when the young 
man, during his first weeks as the new rabbi, 
began to liberalize the functioning of their 
traditional shtetl.   

 Initially, respect for the position of the 
rabbi prevented his backers from              
questioning his decisions, but finally, when 
the trend became clear, the “machers”       
requested an audience.  After some initial 
courtesies, one of the muckety mucks finally 
expressed their concerns. 

 “Rabbi,” he said.  “We were all in favor 
of your appointment to this position because 
all of us witnessed the love and respect that 
you showed for your revered father and 
teacher.  Frankly, we are dismayed by the 
way that you have departed from the way 
that he made his religious decisions.” 

 The rabbi listened and nodded sagely.  
After a short pause, he responded gently, 
“Friends, I am deeply humbled by the trust 
you have put in me.  Let me assure you that 
my admiration and respect for my dear   
father is absolute.  My highest ambition is to 
replicate his wisdom and his intellect.  I 
pledge to you that I will make my religious 
decisions in exactly the same way that my 
father did.  I will contemplate every question 
posed to me with the full measure of my 
learning and my wisdom, just as he did.  And 
further, I also promise to also emulate my 
father’s courage to rule according to my own 
conclusions and not compromise the        
integrity of my judgments, even when they 
might differ from the opinions of those that 
came before me.” 

 The men left their rabbi’s study         
understanding that their community could 
not be frozen in time to conform with their 
nostalgic expectations.   Change is inevitable.  
What their former rabbi had taught his son 
was how to help the community change with 
integrity.   

 Believe it or not, this story occurred to 
me as we were buying Sam ice cream at 
What’s the Scoop in downtown Metuchen.  
While we were there, we fell into              
conversation with a very nice couple who had 
a son a few months younger than Sam.  As 
our discussion progressed we learned that 
the couple had just closed on a house in 
Metuchen and that they plan to move here 
over the next few weeks.  The husband works 
in the city, his wife works in New Jersey and 

they were seeking a 
home closer to the 
trains in order to 
cut down on their 
commute time.   

 When they 
learned that I’m the 
still-sort-of-new and still vaguely young-ish 
rabbi at the Conservative synagogue in town, 
they asked all sorts of questions about Jewish 
life here.  I gave them a card and hope that 
we’ll be in touch. 

 There is a conception in our community 
that there are no young Jewish families     
moving into Metuchen and yet our pre-school 
is fully subscribed, our Community Dinners are 
energized by the frenetic energy of the young 
children running around and helping to lead 
our services and this is not the first young 
Jewish couple that Jen and I have met in town. 

 What’s interesting is how this new     
generation differs from the last wave of      
families to join us.  They crave community, but 
they seem to define it differently than even 
the families who joined us ten years ago.  Our 
challenge is to see whether we can adapt to 
this new reality with integrity so that we can 
enter into the next stage of our synagogue’s 
history in an energetic, healthy and positive 
way.   
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Notes from the Hazzan 
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Musical Lunch Series 

O n Thursdays at noon at Neve Shalom we will explore Jews in 
Opera, Broadway and Yiddish Theater. Historic videos and 

recordings will be shown, live performances will be sung and  
discussions will take place.  

 

October 4:   
 Jews in Opera: Leonard Bernstein, George Bizet, George 

Gershwin, Fromenthal Halevy, Giacomo Myerbeer 
 

October 11: 
 Second Avenue: Yiddish Theater 

 

October 18: 
 Early Broadway: Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, Frank Loesser, Richard Rodgers  

 

October 25:  
 Black Sabbath: Cab Calloway, Billie Holiday, Lena Horne, Johnny Mathis and Nina 

Simone singing Jewish music 
 

November 1: 
 Late 20th Century Broadway: Bock and Harnick, Marvin Hamlisch, Jerry Herman,    

Kander and Ebb, Stephen Sondheim, Jule Styne 
 

November 8: 
 Contemporary Broadway: Jason Robert Brown, William Finn, Tom Kitt, Jonathon 

Larsen, Pasek and Paul, Stephen Schwartz, Maury Yeston  

  

       Bring your own cold dairy lunch and register for the Fall Adult Education Semester:  
https://www.neveshalom.net/event/ad-ed-registration.html 

In Memoriam 

Max Israel,  
father of  

Helene Baum 
 

Sheldon Greene,  
father of Fran Reisfeld 

 
Mark Sheratsky,  
our member and  

son of Charlotte Sheratsky and 
brother of Ellen Schimmel 

Sign up to be a HOST and get involved 
2018-2019 dates: 

Oct. 12, Nov. 9,  Jan. 18, Feb. 22, Mar. 15,  
OPEN ONEG May 11 –location TBA 

 

 Whether you serve chicken or pizza, by lighting candles, saying the three brachot, and 
having a table filled with friends and family, you are separating the week from Shabbat, and 
showing your families the importance of this sacred time together and helping our Neve            
community grow closer together.  
 Once you sign up, you’ll be provided with all the tools you need to pull off the dinner, 
including a challah and a challah roll, a set of candles, a brochure with the three blessings, 
conversation starter cards and some recipes. Ask any of the hosts, this is a most rewarding 
experience, whether it’s your first time or you celebrate Shabbat every week. 
 To sign up, email us at  guesswhosneve@gmail.com or call us at  
908-510-4005 (Jennifer Bullock) or 732-742-8613 (Julie Hersch). 

https://www.neveshalom.net/event/ad-ed-registration.html
mailto:guesswhosneve@gmail.com
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T ikkun olam is a core Jewish value defined by acts of kindness  
performed to perfect or repair the world. The phrase is found in 

the Mishnah, a body of classical rabbinic teachings. It is often used 
when discussing issues of social policy, insuring a safeguard to those 
who may be at a disadvantage. Many have used the term to refer to 
social action programs: tzedakah (charitable giving), and gemilut 
hasadim (acts of kindness), and progressive Jewish approaches to 
social issues. The phrase remains connected with human                
responsibility for fixing what is wrong with the world. What better 
thing can we do than to teach our children and our peers how to be 
understanding of others and to make a positive difference?  
 Neve Shalom has made Community engagement and              
involvement a priority. We’ve done this in a variety of ways.        
Sometimes it’s in more of a social, educational and participatory way, 
as with our Interfaith Sukkot Luncheon, Metuchen Holiday    Parade, 
community candle-lighting, participating in the Purim        Carnival, 
Hillel 5K, or even opening up our Loom Room to broader community 
members who want to make a meaningful ritual garment.   
 However, we often reach out to the community in ways that are 
impactful to helping people through a difficult situation and time of 
need.  Long-standing examples are our Neve Shalom Tikkun Olam 
committee who helps people with meals, shopping or errands when 
they are ill or have family members who need their care.  They also 
deliver unused food from our Shabbat Community Dinners or        
kiddushes to a soup kitchen. The Bikkur Cholim committee visits 
members and non-members who are sick in the hospital, and could 
use a friendly face and an extra prayer or two. Our Hebrew School 
and Youth Groups collect tzedakah throughout the year that they 
donate to organizations in need.  Congregants along with the local 
Hadassah chapters get together each year to make cards, decorate 
vases with flowers or plants and other crafts that they deliver to   the 

From the Synagogue President By Debbie Schildkraut 

elderly or to people at JFK Rehab Center. 
 Making an impact when it matters the 
most and without looking for something in 
return is truly the intent of tikkun olam.      
Involving our youth in these acts of kindness is 
vital and helps us carry on these core Jewish 
values l’dor v’dor – from generation to         
generation. 
 With this in mind, one of our multi-generational themes this year 
is about exploring our ancestry and understanding Jewish               
immigration. By the time this bulletin publishes, hopefully many of 
you will have attended the first of a multi-part series of events this 
year called “Gesher” which means “Bridges.”  On September 22, Neve 
Shalom welcomed Rabbi Rachel Grant Myer, Director of Education 
and Community Engagement from HIAS – the Hebrew Immigration Aid 
Society.  The idea for this series evolved from our Tikkun Olam      
committee.  Initiated by Julie Hersch and Judy Richman, we’ve        
expanded to a broader committee to explore this topic across the 
many age groups within our synagogue. 
 We look forward to upcoming events which will include a Book & 
Author Event for all ages regarding books related to this immigration 
theme.  We will also have an event with a panel of people who will 
share their own immigration stories. Many of you know that my  
mother’s family came from Greece.  They are very grateful to HIAS. 
The organization provided them with a place to live, meals, and job 
placement during their first weeks in this country, to help them bridge 
to finding their own resources with the money they started to earn.  
 We are thankful to organizations like this who help give people 
an important foundation, for a strong start, with hope for a strong 
future.  Looking forward to learning and sharing along with all of you 
during these events in the coming months. 

I n the weeks leading up to Rosh Hashanah, people typically            
“shul-shop” – they often call, wanting to know how much tickets 

are, or they may want to know more than the answer to that        
question. I approached these calls in the past few weeks, hoping that 
the caller(s) were calling for the latter reason. But even if tickets were 
the reason for the call(s), I took the opportunity to speak of Neve’s 
many special qualities. One quality I mentioned is Neve’s commitment 
to learning – for all ages and on all levels…Another is the feeling of 
community that is palpable at Neve Shalom - a feeling of being at 
home, a place where you’re not a number but a real person. Neve is 
big enough, I like to note, to offer a smorgasbord of programs,       
classes, events and experiences, but small enough to care about    
people in a warm, welcoming way. 

          I believe that these feelings of closeness, 
connectedness and caring draw people to a 
synagogue and which keep them     coming. 
Hopefully, the passion that so many have for 
Neve Shalom, will be contagious! In the words 
of a congregant, “supporting Neve is important 
enough to us that we do without some other 
things. We want to show our children what it 

means to be part of something bigger - - affectionately referred to, by 
some, as a home away from home, or as a second home!” 
 In addition, we look forward to being part of the search and the 
find(!), both for the individuals and for the families, who have settled 
or who are settling - in our community – and in neighboring            
communities – and who choose us for their synagogue. We believe 
that they will add much – and derive much - from our mutual          
association. 
 In the closing sentence of my September message (sent via 
email), I wrote that I would report on my grandson’s bar mitzvah in 
Jerusalem which took place in July, so here goes – in a word, it was 
beautiful! Hot, but beautiful! On Thursday morning, Avi read from the 
Torah in the synagogue at Netiv Aryeh, one of the Yeshivot             
overlooking the “kotel”, formerly known as “Hakotel”, where my son 
studied for his gap year. Then, on Shabbat, Avi read parshat                
Va-etchanan, in Hechal Shlomo, the synagogue adjacent to the Great 
Synagogue in Jerusalem.  My son taught him to lain so it was very 
much a “dor l’dor” (generation to generation) experience. 
 

(continued on page 9) 

Synagogue Director’s Greeting By Marge Wise 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ethics/Tzedakah_Charity.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ethics/Caring_For_Others/Caring_for_Others_101.shtml?PRET
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/practices/Ethics/Caring_For_Others/Caring_for_Others_101.shtml?PRET
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Membership Memo 
By Steven Schneider, Vice President, Membership 

“It’s About People, Not Programs.” – Dr. Ron Wolfson 

 

T he most effective way to build Community is to focus on 
relationships. Dr. Ron Wolfson, in his award-winning book, 

Relational Judaism, writes about how important it is build      
relationships between people in order build a community. It’s 
critical to care about each other.  
 Focusing on people, finding ways to reach out to each other 
and build connections is the basis for the work Membership is 
focused on. In this age of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and other 
social medias, it is easy to forget that we need direct human   
connection. We need to be able to spend time together to talk, 
laugh, share, cry, and support each other.  
 To help build these relationships and encourage these    
connections, we are looking at ways to make it easier for each of 
us to do that. We encourage each of you to share your successes 
with the Community. Let us know about important things that 
have happened in your life – a new job, a grandchild, an          
important milestone, a big birthday or anniversary, or whatever 
you feel is something everyone in the Community can share in 
celebrating. 
 

Kveller Korner 
Kvell a little with each other. Reach out to people when you see 
these wonderful things happening. Celebrate with each other. 
Check out the weekly Kveller Korner in the Neve Now email. Let 
the office know about a simcha and we’ll make sure it gets in.  
 I look forward to hearing from you and sharing your simchas 
with you and the rest of our Community.  

 

Building One Community requires that we all work together and 
support each other. This is important, fun, and rewarding work. 
If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions please do 
not hesitate to let me know via email at  
membership@neveshalom.net or in-person.  

Hebrew School 
 News 

W elcome to the 2018-2019 school year. We had a wonderful 
beginning in September. The parents and the students were 

introduced to the Rabbi, Hazzan, Stacey Sern, youth group               
coordinator, and  Michele Rosenfield, trainer for our new                 
curriculum, ShalomLearning.  The children met their teachers, saw 
their friends and met new students. We created stations for  students 
to rotate and learn about the September holidays. They   especially 
enjoyed making a Rosh Hashanah skateboard and trying the honey and 
goat’s milk. For our second September session, all our   students     
created       decorations for the sukkah. I hope you stopped by to see 
their   colorful and unique items. The students in grades 3 through 6 
heard about the different clubs they could   participate in and made 
their selections. The chugim program (clubs) started this month.  
 I had the opportunity to meet the students and their parents. I 
was encouraged by their enthusiasm. We had a special surprise       
introducing our new curriculum for grades 3 through 7,                
ShalomLearning. It’s a computer based program teaching the Judaic      
principles and Hebrew. It meets the individual needs of our              
students. I want to thank the teachers who gave up their own time 
during the summer to be trained.  
 I am so excited to be the interim Hebrew School principal and to 
make this year a special one. We have many exceptional activities 
planned which I will be sharing in future bulletins. The Hebrew High 
and Madrichim programs have been revamped and we hope they will          
encourage our older students to continue their education at Neve  
Shalom. I’m also hoping to see the parents and students during     
Shabbat.  
 

By Judy Slutzky, Interim Hebrew School Principal 

Torah Readers 
Matt Bonus ........................ 1 
Jake Bullock ....................... 1 
Andrea Colby ..................... 1 
Eric Goldman ..................... 2 
Rosalie Green .................... 3 
Scott Greenberg ................ 1 
Miriam Kafker .................... 2 
Rena Kallman ..................... 6 
Aron Richman .................... 13 
Mark Rosenfield ................ 11 
Michele Rosenfield ............ 6 
Daniel Rushefsky ............... 1 

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for 
chanting Torah during the month of August.  
T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

Brett Schildkraut ................ 6 
Jeffrey Schulman ............... 2 
Stacey Sern ........................ 11 
Martin Slutzky .................... 1 
Barbara Spack .................... 3 
Eric Steinbach .................... 2 
Alan Stern .......................... 1 
 

June Haftarah Readers 
Andrea Colby 
Lawrence Dombrow 
Stacey Sern 
Larry Wineberg 
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This year we will be sharing many of our Adult          
Education courses with Temple Emanu-El of Edison. 
Neve members should pay our synagogue, Temple 

Emanu-El members will pay their Temple (both synagogues will be 
charging the same fees) and students, at no additional charge, can 
take any or all classes that the two shuls will be offering.   
       Fall courses include: 
 

 Walking with Mitzvot with Rabbi Eric Rosin:  Sundays 10:00 am at 
Neve Shalom 

 Introduction to Judaism with Rabbis Eric Rosin and David        
Vaisberg:   Wednesdays 8:00 pm online via ZOOM 

 Musical Lunches with Hazzan Sheldon Levin:  Thursdays at noon 

 How Jews Choose with Hazzan Sheldon Levin and Rabbi Victor 
Appel: Sundays at 11:15 am:  Oct. 14*, Nov. 4^, Dec, 9*, Jan. 13^, 
Feb. 10*, Mar. 3^ [*at Neve Shalom  ^at Temple Emanu-El] 

 Introduction to Torah Trop with Cantor Sharon Kohn: Tuesdays at 
7:00 pm at Temple Emanu-El  

 Twelve Tremendous Texts with Rabbi David Vaisberg:        
Wednesdays at 12:30 pm in the Temple Emanu-El Mo’adon 

 Talmud in English with Stephan Gross: Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at 
340 Grove Avenue, Metuchen 

 Improving Hebrew Reading with Bruce Greenberg: Mondays at 
7:00 pm at Neve Shalom 

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin Adult Ed News 
 We are also, as we have done in the past, doing some programs 
together. One example is the Global Day of Jewish Study on Sunday 
morning, November 11. It will take place at Neve Shalom. The        
curriculum is designed by an International organization founded by 
the esteemed scholar, Rabbi Adin Steinholtz. Classes will take place in 
over 500 locations around the globe on that same day. Neve Shalom is 
hosting it for Central NJ. Teachers this year will include: Rabbi Rosin, 
Hazzan Levin, Martha Mack, and other faculty members of Neve 
Shalom, Rabbis Vaisberg and Appel from Temple Emanu-El, Rabbi 
Esther Reed from Rutgers Hillel, Rabbi Sarah Metz from Beth       
Mordecai and Esther Fendrick from the JCC of Middlesex County.   
Other teachers, the schedule and talk topics will be published soon.  
The theme this year is “Extraordinary Passages; Texts and Travels.” 

          Our Gilbert and Claudie Hayat guest 
speaker this month will be Joshua M. 
Greene, (pictured, left). He will speak about 
Justice at   Dachau at the 7:30 pm Friday 
evening service on October 19.  
          Joshua M. Greene is a filmmaker whose 
Holocaust documentaries have aired on PBS, 
The Discovery and Disney Channels. His 
books on war crimes trials and survivor   
testimony have been published in six       

languages.   He has taught Holocaust studies at Hofstra University. 
Refreshments will be served and discussion will follow.  

T he Jewish holidays were filled with fun and     
exciting learning opportunities for all of our  

Nursery School students!  We participated in fun 
and informative Tot Rosh Hashonah and Tot Yom Kippur family      
services in shul.  We shook the lulav all around and smelled the       
lemony etrog as we ate our pizza together in the sukkah, and we 
marched in our very own parade   holding the “Torahs” we created 
ourselves in celebration of Simchat Torah. Whew!  It’s been a busy 
school year so far! 
 Now that the holidays are behind us, our 3 and 4 year old classes 
look forward to meeting with Rabbi Rosin every Wednesday morning 
for a story and conversation. We get to ask him important questions 
about being a rabbi and other significant issues of the day such as 
“what is your favorite color?” We are also very lucky to meet with the 
Hazzan every Friday morning in the Beit Midrash where we joyfully 
celebrate Shabbat together, singing and dancing to our favorite    
Shabbat songs and blessings……just remember to save room for the       
dinosaur at Shabbat dinner! 
 At Neve Shalom Nursery School we encourage each family to 
participate in Nursery School events in order to form a true             
partnership in the education of their children. A wonderful way to 
become involved is to join the Nursery Committee (our parent        
organization).  The committee meets with the Director on a monthly 
basis where we discuss everything from Nursery School policies to 
pursuing fundraising opportunities which enable us to schedule fun 
and exciting special programming for our Nursery School students.  

Nursery School News By Martha Mack, Director 

 This past year we introduced two new Nursery School events, 
the Family Dinner Dance and the Trike-a-thon and both events were 
a huge success!  Our first Nursery Committee meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, October 8 at 9:15 am…..we hope to see all of our  
Nursery School parents there! 
 We would like to invite the entire congregation to help us in our 
“Boxtops for Education” fundraising project.  On many of your     
everyday grocery items there is a “Boxtops for Education” logo that 
can be clipped and brought in to one of our two collection envelopes 
in either the Nursery School office or the synagogue office.  Each 
boxtop is worth ten cents and, believe it or not, they add up quickly. 
Over the years Neve Shalom Nursery School has received over 
$1,200 from this program.  We are asking everyone to please help us 
by bringing in your boxtops.  We thank you in advance for your   
participation. 
 In the month of October, we will also be bringing in two after 
school activities, Brainy Boro Yoga and Rover Soccer.  Both of these 
programs are offered as an option for parents to extend their child’s 
day, while at the same time provide valuable physical education and 
social skills to their children. We can’t wait! 
 If you, or someone that you know, is interested in any of our 
Nursery School programs or in attending our nursery school please 
feel free to have them contact Martha Mack, Nursery School       
Director at nurseryschool@neveshalom.net or 732-548-2238  ext 17, 
to arrange for a personal tour of the facility. 

mailto:nurseryschool@neveshalom.net
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 Simchat Torah is one of the most joyous of the Jewish holidays during which we complete the annual cycle of Torah readings 
by reading the end of Deuteronomy and we begin a new cycle by reading the beginning of Genesis.  The celebration includes 
hakafot (marching around with the Torahs), singing and dancing.  Aliyot are offered to the entire congregation and children are 
called as a group for a special aliyah.   
 The aliyot for the last portion of Deuteronomy and the first portion of Genesis are considered great honors.  This year, at the 
evening service on Monday, October 1 at 6:30 pm and at the morning service on Tuesday, October 2 at 9:30 am, we will honor  
Sandy Wunder and Lawrence Dombrow.   

S imchat Torah is a time for            
celebration, and as part of our   

festivities each year, we celebrate    
people whose multi-faceted              
contributions to Neve Shalom and the 
Jewish community have made our shul 
stronger. Those chosen are honored 
with the last and first aliyot of the Torah 
as we complete and begin anew the 
reading of our sacred text.  In this spirit, 
we are pleased this year to  announce 
Sandy Wunder as our Kallat Bereshit. 
 Sandy Wunder was a member of Ohev Shalom in Colonia, 
where she raised her three daughters.  She was a regular attendee at 
Shabbat services there, right up until Ohev Shalom merged with 
Neve Shalom. Without hesitation, Sandy jumped into synagogue life 
at Neve Shalom.  She has always kept a strong presence in the    
Jewish community through Hadassah, where she is currently the VP 
of Fundraising for the Southern NJ Hadassah region and is about to 
become the Treasurer of Colonia Hadassah chapter.  
 For many years, Sandy cared for her mother, and her mother-in
-law, toward the end of their lives. Sandy’s mother frequently     
accompanied her to Shabbat morning services, where Sandy is   
renowned for being one of the few women who perform Hagbah 
(the Lifting of the Torah).  After her mother’s passing, Sandy 
searched for ways to spend her time – above and beyond camping 
with her husband and spending time with her nine grandchildren 
here, in Utah and in Florida.  She felt very strongly that she wanted 
to do “things that help strengthen our synagogue.”  As luck would 
have it, at that very time, our weekly Kiddush needed a volunteer 
shopper – someone who could go each week to pick up menu items.  
What began as “just helping out a little” has grown into a massive 
behind the scenes undertaking.  Sandy shops for, coordinates and 
sets up our weekly Shabbat Kiddush and our monthly Shabbat    
Community dinners.  Her keen eye for detail and menus helps to 
make these events as special as they are. She is pleased to be     
helping Neve Shalom stay strong. From an observer’s point of view, 
Sandy is one who jumps in to help and to participate.  She feels 
strongly that “people need a cheerleader and that’s how I see myself 
– as a ‘cheerleader’ for Neve Shalom.” 
 Please join us for Simchat Torah services on Monday evening, 
October 1 at 6:30 pm and Tuesday morning, October 2 at 9:30 am as 
we ‘cheer’ on a Neve cheerleader and honor Sandy Wunder as Kallat 
Bereshit at our annual Simchat Torah celebration: completing the 
Torah and beginning again, singing, dancing, and rejoicing.  As al-
ways, Neve Shalom invites everyone to the celebration and the 
luncheon afterward on Tuesday, October 2. 

I n most recent years we have been 
accustomed to honoring veteran Neve 

Shalom members on Simchat Torah, but 
this year will present us with an         
opportunity for a departure from that 
practice. One of our newer members will 
have the honor of being recognized as 
the Chatan Torah. Lawrence Dombrow 
joined our synagogue community in 
2011. Lawrence spent most of his life in 
the nearby community of East Brunswick 
living in a neighborhood close to where most of his family resided. 
He attended East Brunswick Public Schools, attended EBJC, joined 
USY and was a camper and staff member at Camp Ramah in the 
Berkshires. He graduated from Brandeis University, majoring in    
history, and then secured a law degree from Brooklyn Law School. 
 Lawrence joined several different law practices specializing in 
research and writing for law firms. In 2003 he joined AIG as an     
insurance adjuster and he has continued in that role since. During 
these times of employment his residences varied from Brooklyn to 
Forest Hills to Bayonne and now to Metuchen. 
 Wherever he went, Lawrence always attached himself to a local 
synagogue and became a regular shul-goer. Attending services was 
just part of his life. And, so it has become for him at Neve Shalom. 
Lawrence attends morning minyan, Shabbat services and the      
Shabbat mincha minyan. Not only does he attend but he actively          
participates--- as one of our regular daveners and as one of our  
leading Torah readers. 
 Lawrence has served as a member of the Neve Shalom Board of 
Directors, the Youth and Finance Committees, our Recording       
Secretary and currently our Financial Secretary and a member of the 
Executive Committee. He has held several leadership positions with 
the Men’s Club and currently serves as its Executive Vice President. 
 In recognition of his commitment to Neve Shalom, albeit 
through his humble manner of service, we are indeed proud to   
recognize Lawrence Dombrow as our Chatan Torah for 5779. 

Simchat Torah Honorees 5779 
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Semester in Israel:  Days of Mourning and Remembrance 
By Joshua Artman 

I  recently had the unique pleasure of    
spending a semester abroad in Haifa, Israel. 

I lived and studied at the University of Haifa 
from the middle of January through the end of 
May, and during this time I had a number of 
awesome life experiences that I’m sure I 
couldn’t have had anywhere else. (Oddly 
enough, I was the only student at Boston  
College who chose to study in Israel this year 
– go figure!)  
 I only have the space here to reflect on 
just some of my experiences, but none of 
these experiences would have been possible 
without the support of my family as well as 
the generosity of the Susy Schwartz Memorial 
Scholarship here at Neve Shalom. 

 

Yom HaShoah 
I had the unique honor of participating in a 
Yom HaShoah ceremony while in Haifa. A 
number of my fellow students and I were 
asked to recite prayers, songs, and poems at 
the International School’s Holocaust          
Remembrance Day ceremony, which was held 
on the evening of Wednesday, April 11. The 
event was of course very moving, and has left 
me with a number of lingering thoughts and 
feelings. 
 After an introduction to the ceremony 
and a moment of silence, I was the first     
student to speak by leading the Yizkor (which 
was actually the Shoah Memorial Prayer). I 
had never heard this prayer before, but I 
thought it was very powerful. This was      
apparently one of the first years that there 
wasn’t a Holocaust survivor present at the 
ceremony, so the following lines really      
resonated with me: 

 

Remember the survivors who have since 
passed away,  
And the virtues of our people who’ve died at 
the hand of malice   
In every generation. 

 

 I remember Holocaust survivors coming 
to speak with my classes when I was in middle 
school, which was a full 
decade ago. This is    
becoming an increasingly 
rare honor, and going 
forwards it will be up to 
the younger generations 
to carry on the lives and 
stories of the Survivors. I don’t really know 
much about my family’s personal history with 
the Holocaust, but as an Ashkenazi Jew I can 
only assume that those connections would be 
there if I were to look hard enough. 
 After the Yizkor, professor Gad Barzilai 

(Vice Provost and head of the International 
School) reflected on the day of remembrance 
and spoke about his grandparents, both of 
whom lived through the Shoah. He covered 
many different topics in his speech, but what 
stood out to me was when he said that the 
Holocaust was a result of technology        
outpacing humanity.  
 This is a viewpoint that I had never 
heard before, but it’s been floating around in 
my head since. I would never try to unfairly 
equate the Holocaust to modern day events, 
but a glance at recent news headlines makes 
me think that our collective humanity is once 
again falling behind technological              
advancements from a number of different 
industries. “Progress” always seems exciting, 
but we must retain a strong sense of        
perspective as well. 
 My second and final act in the ceremony 
was reciting the following portion of “We 
Light Our Candles” (I had some difficult 
lighting my candle wick, but managed to get 
it eventually): 

 

We light a candle for those who stood upright 
while others were bending to unmoral will. 
For the Righteous among the Nations who 
risked and even gave their lives to help their 
fellow human beings. 

 

 Participating in this ceremony forced me 
to grapple with challenging ideas and       
emotions, many of which were only          
intensified by the fact that this is my first 
time in Eretz Yisrael. I’m grateful that the 
International School asked me to participate 
in the ceremony and for the renewed per-
spective that I now have on our people’s 
history. 

 

Yom Hazikaron and Yom Ha'atzmaut 
The next week, I was standing in the kitchen 
of my apartment on a Tuesday evening when 
the minute-long siren signaling the start of 
Yom Hazikaron went off. Shortly thereafter, 
my Israeli roommate Matan came over and 
we started talking about the meaning of the 
Memorial Day.  
 I honestly didn’t know much about how 
Memorial Day is observed in Israel. Matan 
explained that it’s an incredibly somber and 
emotional day, as most Israelis know at least 
one friend or family member who has died 
serving in the military. I tried telling him that 
Memorial Day in the US is a very different 
experience, with an emphasis on picnics and 
going to the beach. That didn’t really make a 
lot of sense to Matan, and the more I thought 
about it the more I agreed with him. 

 On Wednesday, a group of friends and I 
traveled by train 
to Tel Aviv. In 
Israel, Memorial 
Day is directly 
followed by 
Independence 
Day, or Yom Ha'atzmaut, and is a day of                  
public celebration and military              
demonstrations. That evening there were a 
number of fireworks events and street     
parties, but the real excitement came on 
Thursday: thousands of people flocked to the 
beach to see airplanes, jets, helicopters,   
naval vessels, and even parachuters as part of 
the Independence Day celebrations. My   
favorite had to be the jets, which were very 
loud and strayed from the beach to fly     
directly over the city. I also spent some time 
away from the beach at a small concert   
organized by a group of Ethiopian-Israelis. 
 I saw many uniformed soldiers on both 
holidays — sitting next to me on the train, 
passing me as I walked alongside the beach 
— and I was reminded that there are no days 
off when it comes to ensuring the continued 
safety of Israel. At the end of the day, having 
Memorial Day and Independence Day occur 
back-to-back makes a lot of sense, and it’s 
something I wish we did in the US as well. 
Memorial Day is for remembering,            
Independence Day is for celebrating, and 
both are punctuated by a series of vastly 
different emotions. I’m glad I was able to be 
there for it all, and none of that would have 
been possible without the Susy Schwartz 
Memorial Scholarship — thank you for the 
experience of a lifetime! 
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Ritually Speaking 
By Andrea L. Colby, Vice President, Ritual 

S hana tova—best wishes for a very good, sweet New Year to  
everyone!  Over the past month we have journeyed from a place 

of deep introspection—Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur—to a place 
of great celebration—the festival of Sukkot.  During the first ten days 
of the Hebrew month of Tishrei, we examine our lives and determine 
how we can improve ourselves in the coming year.  These Days of 
Awe can be difficult yet rewarding when we find areas in which we 
can “do better” in our lives.  Within five days after Yom Kippur, a day 
on which we afflict our souls, denying ourselves food and drink and 
concentrate entirely on returning to a pristine state, we celebrate 
the festival of Sukkot, which marks the harvest and returns us to our 
connection with the earth. 
 Preparation for all these Holy Days requires an enormous effort 
on the part of so many members of our Community!  We at Neve 
Shalom are incredibly fortunate in this respect.  Not only do we have 
dedicated, experienced and inspiring clergy—Rabbi Eric Rosin and 
Hazzan Sheldon Levin—we also have an extraordinary cadre of lay 
leaders and volunteers who make our High Holy Days and spiritual 
celebrations work.  From our Gabbaim, who keep our services     
running efficiently, to our Torah readers and Haftarah chanters, our 
Honors Committee, our service leaders (for adults and Junior       
Congregation), Alternate Service leaders and ushers, Men’s Club and 
Sisterhood and our Simchat Torah Committee we are unusually 
blessed with so many terrific Neve Shalom Community members 
who make our ritual and spiritual celebrations meaningful and    
enjoyable.  Many thanks to you all for your energy and your efforts!   
 As we move forward through this New Year, the Ritual         
Committee will be looking at ways of making everyone who attends 
services feel more comfortable with spiritual practices,           
strengthening our bonds with our Bnai Mitzvah families, exploring 
how we can help our Community feel meaning and connection with 
Jewish ritual.  We will also be expanding our Multiple Minyanim and 
our Kosher Food Club programs!  Please join us at our Ritual       
Committee meetings:  October 16, November 6, December 4,      
January 15, February 5, March 5, April 2, May 7 and June 4. 
 We welcome everyone as we explore together opportunities to 
celebrate our spiritual practices to bring meaning into our lives. 

Shana Tova! 

Men’s Club Minute 
By Lon Dobbs, Men’s Club President 

A 
 happy new year to all!  I want to take a moment to thank 
everyone that helped with the chair and holiday set-up for 
the High Holy Days.  The chairs do not magically appear in 

rows at Rosh Hashanah, nor do all of the machzorim mystically show 
up on every chair; neither does the sukkah build itself.  It takes a 
small team of people to do this (and so many other things), so I would 
like to thank everyone for taking time out of their Sunday mornings 
to help out, and Stu Mantel for leading this effort. Speaking of the 
sukkah – we had another amazing Steak and Spirits in the Sukkah 
event, which I know everyone enjoyed. Thank you to Dr. Richard   
Bullock for his discussion and tasting of American Whiskey and the 
wonderful meal prepared by the Kitchen Crew under the guidance of 
Chef Marc Sessler and Chef Keith Boxer. 
 This month begins our Torah on Tap discussion series, where we 
meet every Monday night at 7:30 to discuss a topic in the Torah or 
within Jewish law, while enjoying complimentary pizza and beer. 
Thank you to Alan Stern for once again leading and coordinating 
these discussions, and to all of the men that have provided            
discussions over the year. 
 For his role in leading the Torah on Tap program, in addition to 

all of his help and support to the Men’s Club and Neve Shalom over 

the years, Alan Stern has been chosen as this year’s Man of the Year 

Award winner. Elisa Pinkowitz has also been selected as the Youth of 

the Year for her service and dedication to USY and other efforts at 

Neve Shalom. A dinner celebrating their award will be held on      

November 7 along with all of the other award winners in the      

Northern New Jersey Region of the FJMC. 

N eve Shalom continues to     support the 
efforts of  Jewish Family  Service of  

Middlesex    County to help the needy by 
collecting food for the  Kosher Food Pantry.  
Food donations may be left at the             
synagogue in the closet near the stairs next 

to the stage. USY will be        collecting a different item each 
month to be   donated. Please watch Neve Now! for more  
information. Thank you for   supporting these efforts!  
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How to Save Some Money on Synagogue 

Dues and Other Charitable Donations 
 

 

D ue to the changes in the tax law for 2018, there is a way to save 
some money on charitable donations.  However, like all tax laws, 

there are requirements that must be met before a taxpayer can use 
this option.   

First, you must be at least 70 1/2 years old in 2018.  (I will not 
have to worry about this for many years!)  In addition, you must be 
taking your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from your IRA   
during 2018.  If you are too young or for some reason are not taking 
your RMD please stop reading this article immediately.  I suggest that 
you check out  Rabbi Rosin’s and Hazzan Levin’s columns instead. 

The Tax Reform Act of 2018 increased the Standard Deduction for 
Federal Income Taxes.  For married couples, both over 65, the standard 
deduction is $26,600.  (For singles over 65 it is $13,600).  Why isn’t the 
deduction for singles $13,300 (half of $26,600?)  Only Congress, in its 
infinite wisdom, can answer that question! 

At the same time, Congress limited the amount of State and Local 
Taxes (SALT) that can be deducted to $10,000 for taxpayers that    
itemize their deductions.  This means that no matter what the total of 
how much is paid for 1) state taxes to New Jersey and/or New York 
plus 2) the real estate taxes paid to your municipality; only $10,000 is 
deductible.  Therefore, if a taxpayer pays $13,000 for real estate taxes 
on his/her house and $5,000 in New Jersey State Income Taxes; the 
amount that can be deducted is limited to $10,000 even though the 
total paid is $18,000.  Aren’t taxes fun?   

This means that many people who could previously itemize their 
deductions will now have to take the Standard Deduction. 

 However, you can save some money as long as you meet the two 
requirements listed above (you are over 701/2 and you are taking an 
RMD from your IRA).  If a charitable donation is made directly from the 
IRA’s custodian (for example Vanguard, Fidelity Merrill Lynch, etc.) to 
the Charity, then the amount directly transferred is A) COUNTED    
TOWARDS THAT YEARS RMD AND B) IS NOT TAXABLE.  

This can be used for any qualified charitable contribution including 
synagogue dues or any other synagogues donations; amounts donated 
to fund raisers for religious and non-profit institutions; and the many 
organizations fighting diseases, helping in disasters or providing      
charity.  One of my favorites, that you may want to consider, is the 
Marilyn and Stan Loewenthal Florida Vacation Fund.  Only kidding, I 
just wanted to make sure you were still paying attention.   

Example:  A taxpayer has a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 
of $25,000.  The taxpayer instructs the custodian to make a $3,000 
charitable donation directly to a qualified charity.  The $3,000 is a) 
counted as part of the $25,000 RMD and b) is not taxed.  This can be 
done for as many charities as you want as long as the total does not 
exceed the lower of the current year’s RMD or $100,000. 
VERY IMPORTANT!  THE DONATION CANNOT GO TO THE TAXPAYER 
OR ANY ONE ELSE FIRST, IT MUST GO DIRECTLY FROM THE             
CUSTODIAN TO THE CHARITY. 
 If you see me around Neve Shalom and want to ask me any ques-
tions, I will try to answer them.  You will find my rates very reasonable.  
Seriously, if you think this may apply to your situation, please consult 
your tax advisor.  See you in shul! 

By Stan Loewenthal 

 It was a beautiful simcha – we came from near and far to        
celebrate. The only sadness was that my husband didn’t live to 
share this – and many other – family milestones and joys. He was 
there in spirit, though, and his grave was the first stop we made 
from the   airport after we landed – he is buried in Har        
Hamenuchot in Jerusalem. 
 In my family this year, the wish for a year of new and special 
beginnings holds special meaning. I hope that it does for all of us, 
wherever our prayers and our hearts may take us. 
 Siman tov u’mazal tov! May we all celebrate joys together! 

Synagogue Director’s Greeting (continued from page 3) 
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O n Saturday, October 13, twins 
Seiler and Sammy Gross, the 

daughter and son of Fred Gross and 
Sue Wernik Gross, will become b’nai 
mitzvah. Joining in the celebration, 
along with Neve Shalom members 
Bubbe Joyce and Pop Don Wernik, 
from Metuchen, will be family     
members and friends including aunts, 
uncles, and cousins from NJ, NY, AZ, 
CA, MA, PA, and LA. Rabbi Joe (Uncle) 
and Aunt Miriam Wernik will be   
coming from Jerusalem, Israel. 
 Seiler and Sammy are 8th grade students at Edgar Middle School 
in Metuchen, where Seiler’s favorite subjects are Art and Social   
Studies and Sammy’s favorite subject is Math. Both Seiler and Sammy 
play soccer, and, in addition, Seiler plays tennis, and Sammy plays flag 
football and baseball. 
 Seiler’s hobbies and interests include “Hanging out with my 
friends and family; going on vacation, and to the beach; and camp,” 
and Sammy’s hobbies and interests include “Playing Xbox with my 
friends; camp and Ocean City, NJ, during the summer, and spending 
time with my family." They both really enjoy “Hanging out with our 
dog, Jerzee and Blue our beta fish.” 
 Family travels have taken them to Disney (in Florida); Hershey, 
PA; NYC; Massachusetts; Washington, DC; Virginia; Connecticut; New 
York, and Arizona. 
 For their mitzvah project, Seiler and Sammy worked together.  
As a family, with their Mom and Dad, they participate in two events 
each year, the Fuce Family 5K Walk/Run in June, and the Jingle Bell 
Walk/Run for Childhood Arthritis in December. 
 "The Fuce 5K Walk/Run is an event in honor of Mike Fuccile, who 
was the dad/husband of our friend Brooke and her family; he passed 
away when Brooke was young. The event is usually held on Father’s 
Day in his honor. This event brings together our friends and their 
families helping local families in need and we have a great time    
participating and being with our friends and family as well. 
 The Jingle Bell Walk/Run for Childhood Arthritis honors our close 
family friend’s daughter Emmi, who has childhood arthritis, which is 
the reason we also selected this event as part of our mitzvah project.  
While this is a national fundraising event, we participate locally every 
December; our hope is that they find a cure for childhood arthritis 
very soon." 
 Seiler and Sammy and their Mom and Dad will continue to    
support and participate in both events every year. 
 On a special note, Seiler and Sammy are fifth generation Neve 
Shalom members! Their great-great grandfather Morris Wernik was 
one of founders of Congregation Neve Shalom; he was a member 
along with their great-great grandmother Ella. They were followed by 
their great-grandparents Abe and Ida Wernik; their grandparents 
Joyce and Don Wernik, and finally, their parents, Fred Gross and Sue 
Wernik Gross. 
 
 
 
 
 

Called to the Torah By Flora Cowen 

R ebecca “Becca” Isler, the daughter of 
Dulce and Joshua Isler, will celebrate her 

bat mitzvah on Saturday, October 27. Joining 
her on her special day will be her older     
brothers Jordan and Ben, along with Grandma 
Stephanie Stern from NYC; Grandma Ellen 
Isler from NYC; Grandma Tamara Larrondo 
from Fords; Aunt Claudia and Uncle Eric Mazur 
from Norfolk, VA; Aunt Nikole and Uncle   
Michael Wilson from Colonia; and many 
cousins. 
 Becca is in the 8th grade at Edgar Middle 
School in Metuchen, where her favorite    
subjects are Science and Math. 
 Her hobbies and interests include drawing and photography, and 
in her spare time she enjoys watching TV. She has been playing       
competitive softball for five years and counting. 
 Family travels have taken Becca to Cancun, Mexico; Virginia Beach, 
VA; NYC; and Hershey, PA. 
 For her mitzvah project, Becca plans to help out at an animal   
shelter. 
 
 
 On Saturday, October 20, Francine    
Lipschutz, the daughter of Nancy and Robert 
Lipschutz, will be called to the Torah as a bat 
mitzvah. Many family members will attend 
the bat mitzvah, including her brother, Max, 
her Grandma Ruth Lipschutz from East   
Brunswick, and her Bubbie Marilyn Solomon 
from Monroe. In addition, other relatives and 
friends from Massachusetts, Maryland,        
Florida, Rhode Island, and Texas will join in 
the celebration. 
 Francine is a 7th grade student at Wood-
row Wilson Middle School in Edison, where her favorite subjects are 
English, Social Studies, and science. 
 Her interests and hobbies include playing the violin, drawing, and 
socializing with friends. 
 For her mitzvah project, Francine is writing and collecting        

thank-you notes and letters to be sent to U.S. soldiers. 
 
 

Sammy and Seiler 

Becca 

Francine 
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Community Kiddush Fund 
In Honor Of ...........................................From 
Neve Shalom .......................................... Alma Rubin 
Neve Shalom .......................................... Carmen Cobba 
Neve Shalom .......................................... Carmen Cobba 

 

Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Yahzreit .................................................. Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern 
Mussie Ull ............................................... Scott and Cindy Ull 
 

Friends of Neve Shalom Nursery School Fund 
In Honor Of ...........................................From 
Martin and Judy Slutzky's new  
granddaughter ....................................... Peter and Carol Hacker 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Calvin Lavender ...................................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison 

 

Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Michael Hodes........................................ Frances Schonberger 

 

Israel and Shirley Segal Memorial Lecture Fund 
In Honor Of ...........................................From 
Iris Berman, mazel tov on your  
granddaughter, Jessica's marriage ......... Albert and Helene Epstein 

 

Ner Tamid Fund 
In Honor Of ...........................................From 
Neve Shalom .......................................... Lawrence Dombrow 
In Memory Of .......................................From 
Jack Lindauer, my father ........................ Alma Rubin 
Irwin Grossman ...................................... Beatrice Grossman 
Milton Grossman .................................... Beatrice Grossman 
Bob Jander ............................................. Beatrice Robin 
Tina Berman ........................................... Beatrice Robin 
Gerson Felder ......................................... Edward and Randi Garber 
Harriet Felder ......................................... Edward and Randi Garber 
Marvin Massey ....................................... Eleanor Massey 
Sophie Richman ...................................... Herbert and Dorothy Schwartz 
Yahzreit .................................................. Howard and Marian F. Kaufman 
Max Israel ............................................... Ira and Myra Wiener 
Yahzreit .................................................. Jeffrey Einbond 
Anne Schupack ....................................... Karen Reichel 
Alexander Feld ....................................... Lena Feld 
Yahzreit .................................................. Lisa and Walter Heskes 
Sidney Colby ........................................... Michael and Andrea Colby 
Dora Schneider ....................................... Reuven and Nancy Kaswin 
Sophie Richman ...................................... Scott and Stacey Derector 
Dorothy Keller ........................................ Susan and Malvin Keller 
Gertrude Solomon .................................. Warren and Harriet Lorch 
Harold Solomon ..................................... Warren and Harriet Lorch 
Truda Lorch ............................................ Warren and Harriet Lorch 

 

Prayerbook Fund 
In Honor Of ...........................................From 
Stacey Sern, thank you ........................... Cory and Stanley Schneider 

 

Simon & Yvonne Hayat Adult Education Fund 
In Honor Of ...........................................From 
Martin and Judy Slutzky's new  
granddaughter ....................................... Stephan Gross and Judith Harrison 
Hazzan Levin, in appreciation for 
his wonderful service at Debbie's  
unveiling ................................................. The Anes Family 

 

Susy Schwartz Fund 
In Honor Of ...........................................From 
Shirley Storfer, our best wishes for  
continued excellent health ..................... Seymour and Renee Bromberg 

In Memory Of ....................................... From 
Arthur Yellin............................................ Seymour and Renee Bromberg 
Marilyn Lerner, wife of  
Judge Lawrence Lerner ........................... Seymour and Renee Bromberg 

 

Tikkum Olam Fund 
In Memory Of ....................................... From 
Dena Kogen ............................................ Flora Buchbinder Cowen 
Calvin Lavender ...................................... Flora Cowen 

 

Susy Schwartz Fund 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Iris Berman's granddaughter's wedding . Joyce and Irwin Slurzberg 
David Yellin, in appreciation for  
leading services during the  
shiva for Sophie Richman ....................... Richard and Barbara Helfman 
Hazzan Levin, in appreciation for 
leading services during the shiva  
for Sophie Richman ................................ Richard and Barbara Helfman 
Rabbi Rosin, in appreciation for leading 
services during the shiva  
for Sophie Richman ................................ Richard and Barbara Helfman 
The Derector Family, mazel tov to Evan 
on being the Valedictorian of Metuchen 
High School's Graduating Class ............... Richard and Barbara Helfman 
Rabbi Rosin's kindness and assistance  
following my Aunt's death ...................... Richard and Barbara Helfman 
In Memory Of ....................................... From 
Beatrice Smith  ....................................... Alan and Mazal Wolfskehl  
Miriam Goldman .................................... Benjamin and Gladys Leibowitz 
Sophie Richman ...................................... Joyce and Irwin Slurzberg 
Sophie Richman ...................................... Mark and Elaine Goldstein 
Israel Kellner ........................................... Samuel and Joy Grafton 
Martha Kellner ........................................ Samuel and Joy Grafton 
Joseph Franzone ..................................... Scott and Cindy Ull 

We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 
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Please remember Neve   
Shalom with a gift in your 
will, trust, retirement       
account or life insurance 
policy. 
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Dream Weavers in the Neve 
Shalom Loom Room 

I s someone you love having a bar or bar mitzvah?  Are you 
ready to take on the mitzvah of wearing a tallit?  Is it time for a 

new tallit that YOU weave for yourself or for someone you hold 
dear?  Create this gift for someone special or for yourself!  
Weave a tallit, challah cover, tallit bag, matzoh cover, afikomen 
bag.  Make an heirloom for yourself or someone special!  You 
can do it! 
 For more information and to schedule your time on the 
loom, contact:  Cory Schneider at 717-574-1807 or 
corstan65@gmail.com  or or Jennifer Bullock at  732-906-8565 or  
rnjbullock@aol.com 
 

A true family affair! 
 The Solomon-Gertler family spent 6 weeks this past Spring 
weaving tallitot and challah covers for Jacob (9), Marisa (7) and 
Liam (5).  Led by mom, Laurie, EVERYONE participated in the 
weaving… and loved it!  Why now when the oldest is only 9?  
Because life is uncertain and they wanted everyone to            
participate. 
 Maternal grandfather Jeff Gertler said: “I am proudly doing 
Marisa’s challah cover which I hope to be around to come for a 
Shabbat dinner when she’s using it.  I hope she will forever     
remember I worked on it along with all our other family members 
who helped create this for her.  May she use it for a long time 
and enjoy it.” 
 To see videos and pictures of the Solomon family and lots of 
pictures of completed items created in the Loom Room check 
out our Dropbox page.  Go to www.dropbox.com and sign in 
with email: neveloomroom@gmail.com and password: 
250grove. 

http://www.dropbox.com
mailto:neveloomroom@gmail.com
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10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 
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Neve Shalom 

Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 
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