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A s I have often observed, ours is a      
tradition that is based on stories.   The 

stories in the Torah serve as the foundation 
which supports all of the rabbinic tales,   
parables and folk tales that have followed in 
the centuries that have followed.  It’s no 
coincidence that the Jewish community has 
played such a large role in worlds of         
literature and film.  Stories are the building 
blocks from which we have constructed our 
understanding of the world around us and 
we’ve gotten very good at telling them. 
 This month helps us to understand how 
the structure of our stories endow them with 
meaning.  When we think of the most     
compelling stories in our lives, we often think 
first about the most dramatic moments:  the 
resolution of conflicts and the revelation of 
secrets.  We pay less attention to the       
beginnings and the endings of the story.  (I 
would guess everyone of a certain age    
remembers the apocryphal line, “Luke.  I am 
your father.”  But how many people can say 
with certainty how that movie began, ended, 
or in even which of the movies from the first 
Star Wars trilogy it supposedly appeared?) 
 This month is a great month to think 
about the importance of narrative structure.   
We begin the month of March with the story 
of Purim and we end with the story of     
Passover.  The story of Purim that we read 
each year in the Book of Esther (or, as we 
also call it, the Megillah) is a carefully     
structured melodrama.  It boasts              
unambiguous heroes and even clearer    
victims.  The plot unfolds with instance after 
instance of palace intrigue, unintended   

observation, miscommunication and         
mistaken or hidden identities.   
 One thing that the Book of Esther     
cannot boast is a robust role for God.  In fact, 
the Book of Esther is the only book in the 
Hebrew Bible that does not include even 
mention of God’s holy name. 
 Put together, the story of Purim is an 
argument for human agency.  The intricate 
dramatic structure suggests that human  
beings crafted the story.  The Jewish victory 
that we celebrate is achieved through the 
very human attributes of bravery, cleverness 
and integrity on the parts of our heroes,   
Mordechai and Esther, not through divine 
intervention.   
 Finally, we celebrate the holiday by 
dressing ourselves in costume, asserting our 
right to construct our own identities.  We 
even exempt ourselves from certain         
elements of Jewish law that govern every 
other day of the year.  Purim is a celebration 
of the Jewish people stepping up and saving 
ourselves. 
 Contrast this with Passover.  At the end 
of this month, when we gather with families 
and friends at our seders (and if you don’t 
have family and friends locally, please let us 
know and we’ll try to find a seder for you) we 
will read through the Haggadah which is the 
opposite of the Book of Esther.   Where the 
Megillah contains no mention of God, the 
Haggadah retells the story of the first third of 
the Book of Exodus but scrubs out all       
mention of Moses.  In the Haggadah, the 
hero is just as clear as in the Megillah and it is 
the Almighty.   

 As we sing 
through  the       
repeated  choruses 
of Dayenu,         
proclaiming our 
gratitude for   every 
stage of God’s  
liberation of the Israelites from Egyptian    
oppression, we not only express our           
appreciation to God, but we are also          
challenged to derive a greater meaning behind 
our redemption.  Yes, God saved us with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, but 
why?  
 And the answer to that question is spread 
throughout the Torah.  “Do not oppress a 
stranger because you yourselves know how it 
feels to be a stranger.  You were strangers in 
Egypt.” The Torah tells us to love the stranger 
no fewer than thirty-six times.   (Exodus 23:9)  
The story of Passover is that God rescued us 
from slavery and oppression at the hand of 
the Egyptians in order to teach us about     
empathy and justice.  We are given freedom 
from bondage in order to take on the larger 
mission of spreading the messages of freedom 
and human dignity to every other people with 
whom we interact. 
 And how can connect these two holidays 
which frame the month of March this year?  
How can we weave them into a single story in 
our long tradition of stories?  I think that,  
taken together, Purim tells us that we have 
more power in this world than we know. 
 
 
 

(continued on page 13) 
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March is Marvelous! 

E very month at Neve Shalom is filled with uplifting     
services, programs and events. March is a good        
example. 

 On the first Friday night we have our Community Shab-
bat Dinner and very participatory service. There is good food, 
wonderful camaraderie and beautiful singing. If you haven’t 
yet come to one of these dinners and services we invite you 
to join us. 
 On Saturday, March 3 our teens and USYers will          
participate in the morning service in the sanctuary.  Mincha 
and Maariv services in the late afternoon will include food and 
study – every week.  
 The annual Purim carnival will take place at the JCC on 
Sunday, March 4 with Neve Shalom taking a strong leadership 
role in activities and fun games for children of all ages.  
 March 10 will certainly be a busy day. In the sanctuary service we will honor the Hirsches 
and Shlossmans, as well as children celebrating birthdays. Shabbat 2.0 and KEF will inspire our 
Hebrew School age students. In the evening will be our Honoree Dinner.  Please join us to fete 
Dan, Debra, Nancy and Stu. 
 On Sunday, March 11 our Youth Theater Group will bring “The Little Mermaid” to life.  For 
the  Rabbi Gerald L. Zelizer Scholar in Residence, Rabbi Ron Isaacs, will teach and enlighten us 
on March 16 and 17.  
 On March 23 women from Hadassah will lead the Friday night service and on March 24 
our Men’s Club will lead the Shabbat morning service. 
 There will not be services at Neve Shalom the evenings of the Passover seders, March 30 
and 31, so everyone can be with their families for those important home rituals.  All of the 
mornings of Pesach there will be special services at our shul. 
 Ours is a synagogue filled with spirit and energy, joy and participation with many ritual, 
communal and cultural programs. We invite you to be part of as many of them as you wish and 
we hope you have a very happy and sweet Passover. 

In Memoriam 

Betty Wise 
sister of Stanley Schneider and  

aunt of Steven Schneider 

 
Amy Preminger 

mother of Amy Artman  

Pre-bat/bar mitzvah children with March birthdays are invited to join us 
on March 10 to enjoy a special blessing from the Hazzan and a  celebratory.   

Kiddush following services!   יום הולדת שמח  
 

Happy Birthday to … 

If your child's name does not appear on this list, please contact Mara 
McAuley at maramcauley@aol.com to assure that your child will be invited 

to the bimah for the blessing at our next celebration. 

Francesca Brinen 
Luke Berarad 

Bryson Skolnick 

Gabriel Poliker-Paul 
Damian Ramirez 

John Boudouvas  
Samuel Warschawski 

Miriam Danziger  

mailto:maramcauley@aol.com
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E very day and every week, we each go through our routines,  
going to the usual places we go.  It may be work, school, the 

gym, a favorite diner, a store. No matter where it is, you enter with a 
certain expectation of things being in their proper place, clean and 
tidy, lights on, ready for each coming day. When you leave, you  
assume:  somebody will shut off the lights, someone will put things 
away, someone will lock up the building. Magically, somehow that 
usually works out. Doesn’t some magical fairy like Tinkerbell come in 
to make it all just right? Well…no.  But, if you’re lucky like we are, 
there’s someone like Rita Devlin who always makes sure things are 
well covered.  
 For over 20 years, Rita has helped out in so many well-known 
ways, but also in many more lesser-known ways. She is always willing 
to do what it takes to help keep Neve Shalom ready for the next day.  
For example, while we were in the height of flu season, our primary 
custodian Jimmie Williams got sick and was unable to come in for 
many days. Rita instantly jumped into action and came in at 6:00 am 
each   morning with her son to not only clean and re-set the rooms 
from usage the night before, but she did extra scrubbing to minimize 
the spread of germs.  Even when one morning brought freezing rain 
and snow, Rita and her son Jimmy Stoecker were there early to   
ensure a clean environment. Did we ask Rita to do this? No. She just 
did it. Did she complain or brag about it?  No, not at all.  Please give a 
sincere thanks to Rita the next time you stop by the shul office. We 
are very fortunate to have someone who cares so  deeply and who 
always has our best interests at heart. 
 How about congregants? We have many, many wonderful   
volunteers who help in a variety of ways. When is the last time you 
said hello and spent some extra quality time to get to know them 
just a little bit better?  My family and I recently sat down with Phil 
Schreiber, a pleasant, engaging and humble man. Wow! At 93 years 
young, there are so many things this amazing man does to fill his 
day.  He visits people in the hospital to give them a smile and cheer 
up their day.  Many of us know Phil is a World War II   veteran, but 
did you know about his elaborate stamp collection? He has books 
and books of museum-quality presentations of stamps -- with a 
unique twist. Many of them are uniquely hand-stamped from a   
government naval vessel. He has a beautiful set featuring castles of 
Japan in photos, stamps and hand stamps. His collections are so 
unique and coveted, that museums are becoming the beneficiaries 
of a lifetime hobby of meticulous stature. (See photos, right) 
 Phil recently celebrated his 93rd birthday by chanting Haftorah 
in commemoration of the 80th anniversary of his bar mitzvah!!  He 
led off by sharing a very inspirational quote, and confiding in us that 
he had some challenges to overcome as a young man.  This quote is 
from Henry Thoreau’s Walden: “If a man does not keep pace with his 
companions, perhaps it is because he hears a distant drummer.  Let 
him keep step to the music which he hears, however measured or far 
away.” 
 Well, he certainly has come a long way, not just blessed with 
years and incredible experiences, but with the wisdom and          
willingness to share his courage and life experiences, and give     
inspiration to all of us. Thank you Phil. I am and we are truly honored 
to have you as part of our community! 

From the Synagogue President By Debbie Schildkraut 

Unsung Heroes in our Midst 

Phil Schreiber and David Schildkraut 
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Hebrew School  
News 

By Sharon Diamondstein, Director of Education 

A  New Hebrew program started in the beginning of  January.  The 
students are being tracked so that they are able to learn better.  

The new program has been well received.  The groups are fluid and 
children can move easily from one group to another.   
 The See and Sample program is off to a good start.  The first 
session with Dalia from The Orchid was on Sunday, January 28.  It 
featured salads.  Participants were able to see how the salads were 
made and then taste them.  Recipes were provided.  The next     
session is on Sunday, February 25 and will showcase some Dazzling 
Dips.  The final installment is on Sunday, March 25 and just in time 
for Pesach will present some new recipes for charoset.  All sessions 
are at Neve from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

T 
o quote the expression “March 
comes in like a lion and out like a 
lamb”, this year at the Nursery 

School, March comes in with the             
celebration of Purim and out with the    
observation of Pesach!  
 The month of Adar always translates 
into fun and excitement here in the Nursery 
School! We will be celebrating Purim (one 
of our favorite holidays) with costume   
parades, groggers, acting out and retelling the story of Esther, making 
and eating yummy hamentaschen, and creating and giving mishloach 
manot baskets to each of our classmates! 
 Once the excitement of Purim is behind us, we look forward to 
learning and living the story of Passover.  We will be washing our 
baby dolls and sending them down the River Nile, we  will listen to 
the story of Moses as he stood up to Pharaoh and shouted “Let my 
people go!”, and we will jump like frogs and walk through the 
“desert” re-enacting the story of Exodus.  Our Passover experience 
will culminate in a beautiful model seder where we read from our 
own customized Haggadah and sing our favorite Passover songs and 
blessings. 
 Coming up in April, we look forward to our first ever Trike-a-
thon held on Sunday, April 22 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm in the afternoon.  
We will be taking up the entire parking lot and riding our bikes and 
trikes as a fundraiser for the Nursery School, as well as have face 
painting, a bounce house, and age-appropriate fun games and      
activities.  A hearty thank you to the Nursery Committee for their 
efforts in making this happen! 
 Registration is currently open for both the Summer Program 
2018 and for school in September.  If you or someone you know is 
interested in any of our Nursery School programs, please feel free to 
have them contact Martha Mack, Nursery School Director at 732-549
-2238, ext. 17 or nurseryschool@nveshalom.net to arrange for a  
personal tour of our school. 

Nursery School  
News 

By Martha Mack, Director 

New Food Rescue Committee 

 

Neve Shalom is forming a 
committee to rescue food 
left over from events at 
the synagogue and deliver 
it to the Ozanam Family 
Shelter in Edison. 
 If you are willing to occasionally transport 
food, please send your email address 
to foodrescue@neveshalom.net. If you run an 
event at the synagogue and have food left 
over, email foodrescue@neveshalom.net and 
we'll arrange for delivery. 

mailto:foodrescue@neveshalom.net
mailto:foodrescue@neveshalom.net
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T his year’s Rabbi Gerald L. 
Zelizer Scholar-in-

Residence will be Rabbi Ron Isaacs 
(pictured). Rabbi Isaacs, who   recently  
retired as the spiritual leader of a           
Conservative synagogue in Bridgewater, NJ, 
is the author of over 120 books.  On Friday 
evening, March 16 at the 7:30 pm service, 
he will speak about “Bubbe Meises: Jewish 
Myths,   Jewish Realties.”  
 On Shabbat morning, March 17 during 
the 9:30 am service he will discuss “Talking 
to God and Really Meaning It.”  There will 
be a free, sponsored luncheon for the entire congregation.   After lunch, 
Rabbi Isaacs will explain, according to Jewish teachings, “What Happens 
After I Die.” 
 Rabbi Isaacs is an inspiring and engaging teacher. You do not need 
to know any Hebrew or have any prior knowledge to understand his 
clear, sometimes amusing, teachings. 
 We thank the following who have already pledged to be             
Benefactors of this event and hope that a few more people will         
contribute $150 per person so we can add your name to this list: Flora 
Cowen, Julius Feinson, Lena Feld, Sandra Fields, Joy and Sam Grafton, 
Gerald and Rhoda Grossman, Lynne Harrison, Gilbert and Claudie 
Hayat, Michael Kesler and Barbara Reed, Marvin Rubinstein, Barbara 
and Eliot Spack. 
 Please contact Hazzan Levin at 732-548-2238, ext.14 or at                     
Hazzan@NeveShalom.net for more information about the Scholar 
Weekend or to be a Benefactor. 
 Please invite your friends from our congregation and neighboring      
communities to hear these great talks on fascinating and important 
topics. 

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Adult Ed News Men’s Club Minute 
By Lon Dobbs, Men’s Club President 

T he Men’s Club has been very busy during February with 
a number of great programs such as the World Wide 

Wrap and I would like to thank everyone that helped out to 
make them such a success.   
          March brings two more activities for our club, where 
we will be sponsoring the Community Dinner on Friday, 
March 2, and then wait until you see the spread we will have 
at the Kiddush for the Men’s Club Shabbat on March 24. 
Also be on the lookout for the yellow candles being left on 
your doorstep, proceeds from these candles allows our club 

to help out our youth programs at 
Neve Shalom.  
          A quick look towards April: one of 
the attributes of our Men’s Club is 
great food, so after eating too much 
matzah, join us for our annual Pasta 
Night on April 8, which will once again 
have your mouths watering over our 
amazing dishes. 

 For over two and a half years, the Guess Who's Coming to Shabbas? program 
has involved hundreds of members of the Neve community and drawn us all closer 
together. A majority of our congregants have already hosted or been a guest. If you 
are interested in participating and have not yet been involved, all you have to do is 
volunteer to host and you will automatically be included!  
 Our theme for March in honor of Pesach arriving soon is:  “Welcome the 
Stranger”. 
 One of the beautiful customs of Pesach is welcoming the stranger for we 
“were strangers in a strange land.” In that spirit, invite someone to your Shabbat 
table who may never have experienced a Shabbat dinner. Alternatively, invite 
someone who is new to the community. And once they have spent Shabbat with 
you, they will no longer be strangers! 
 Whether you serve chicken or pizza, by lighting candles, saying the three   
brachot, and having a table filled with friends and family, you are separating    
Shabbat from the week and showing your families the importance of this sacred 
time together and helping our Neve community grow closer together. 
 Once you sign up, you’ll be provided with all the tools you need to pull off the 
dinner, including a challah and a challah roll, a set of candles, a brochure with the 
three blessings, conversation starter cards and some recipes. Ask any of the hosts: 
this is a most rewarding experience, whether it’s your first time or you celebrate 
Shabbat every week. 

Sign up to be a HOST and get involved 
with our next "themed" event! 

Friday, March 9 
 All you have to do to sign up is email us at  

guesswhosneve@gmail.com or call us at 908-510-4005 
(Jennifer Bullock) or 732-742-8613 (Julie Hersch). 

mailto:guesswhosneve@gmail.com
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What’s a Bagel? 
By Chef Lon 

S exuality, sensuality, and an intense love affair are not what one 
considers when they first think of the holiday of Passover.  
While the holiday itself focuses on Moses and the Exodus from 

Egypt, in contrast, it has become a custom to recite the “Song of 
Songs” (Shir-ha-Shirim) during this holiday. The “Song of Songs” tells 
of the impassioned love between a husband and his wife. 

 

Song of Songs 
The author of the “Song of Songs” had been originally attributed to 
King Solomon. However, this is highly debated.  Most scholars be-
lieve that although the language used (Hebrew) was used by Solo-
mon, vocabulary and syntax belong to a time period centuries after 
he had reigned, and was most probably written in the early part of 
the third century. 
 Some see the “Song of Songs” as one story, others as separate 
poems, but all parts have the same connected idea of love and sex 
between the man and the woman. The lovers talk about how much 
they desire each other, and flatter each other in their mutual descrip-
tions. Metaphorically (e.g., enjoy her fruits), they enjoyed each other 
in a biblical sense. 
 As in most things of a religious nature, they are interpreted 
differently by each faith, faction, and individual.  One individual may 
look at the poem as a love story between two lovers, yet another may 
see it as a story of eroticism.  In a religious context, the story can be 
seen as a story of the love between the Jewish God and Israel, while 
others may see it as the love of Jesus to the Christian Church.        
Everyone that reads the text is free to interpret the story as they 
wish. 
 My original idea for this article included the writing of a long 
discussion of each part of the “Song of Songs” . However, since we all 
will interpret it differently, why not just go and read it yourself? 
 In Judaism, the “Song of Songs” is recited during the year.     
However, each sect has its own custom as to when to recite it: 
 Ashkenazi – Shabbat during Passover 
 Chabad – “Intermediate days” of Passover before the morning 

Torah reading and the morning of the seventh day of Passover 
 Chasidim – Every Friday afternoon (in preparation to Shabbat) 
 Sephardim – Friday night before the evening service (all year) 

 
Hag Aviv 
For Ashkenazi, the “Song of Songs” is sung this month during the   
holiday of Chag Aviv. You may know it better as Passover, or Pesach.  
There are three holidays that celebrate the harvest cycle, Passover, 
Shavuot, and Sukkot. Because of this, Passover, which signals the 
beginning of the cycle is also called Hag Aviv, which translates to 
“Spring Holiday.” In preparation for this holiday, the first sheaves of 
barley were cut and brought to the Temple the day before Passover. 
No one could eat from the crop until this offering was made. The 
proper time to cut wheat is 50 days after the barley is ripe. They 
would count off the next 49 days until it was time to harvest the 
wheat.  This is the tradition of the Counting of the Omer for 49 days, 
which culminates in the holiday of Shavuot. Since this month begins 
the grain harvest, I thought it would be appropriate to discuss my two 
favorite foods, the bagel and bialy.  
 Simply defined, a bagel is round bread with a hole in it. The 
dough is made with gluten flour, salt, water, yeast, and malt.        
However, unlike most breads, it is first boiled, and then baked. 

 The origin of the bagel can be traced back to at least the 1300s, 
when Polish immigrants brought their recipes for pretzels with them 
into Germany. In Poland, they were called “obwarzanek.” The bagel, 
which was a delicacy at that time, was consumed by the Polish Queen 
(Jadmiga) for Lent instead of the other types of pastries, which started 
a trend amongst the nobility. One possible origin of the name dates 
back to 1638, when a baker in Vienna wanted to honor the king for his 
defeat over the Turkish.  So he made the bread in the shape of a    
stirrup; stirrup in German is “buegel”. 
 The bagel first came over with immigrants in the late 1800s. By 
the turn of the century there were 70 bakeries in the Lower East Side, 
and the Beigel Baker’s Union was formed in 1907. The delicacy was 
given a big boost in 1951, when the comedy “Bagel and Vox” appeared 
on Broadway, and became an instant national notoriety. About that 
time, cream cheese was introduced, which created the perfect       
accompaniment to the bagel, add to that lox, and you had the ultimate 
trifecta. 
 In 1956, when Murray Lender came home from the Korean War 
his family already had one of the few bagel distribution bakeries    
outside of New York. Upon his return, he purchased a freezer.  He 
decided to freeze bagels so that they could be sold almost anywhere. 
Bagels then began being sold, and eaten all across America. However, 
since bagels do not look or taste “ethnic,” they have lost some of their 
association as being a “Jewish food.” 
 

For an unabridged version of this article visit https://
foodhistoryreligion.wordpress.com/. 

Recipe 
A recipe for the most rockin’ EZ pizza bagel . . . 
 
Ingredients (1 person) 
1 bagel (sliced) 
6 Tbs butter 
2 oz mozzarella cheese (shredded) 
2 Tbs ricotta cheese 
2 pinches parmesan cheese 
1 tsp garlic powder 
1 tsp red pepper flakes (optional) 
 
Directions 
1. Preheat oven to 350 
2. Shmear 2 Tbs of the butter onto 
bagel 
3. Add 4 Tbs butter to a pan and melt 
4.  Place bagels into pan with uncut sides towards the pan.  Cook 
one minute, then flip and cook on cut side for about two 
minutes; place bagels cut side up onto baking pan 
5. Add cheeses, garlic pepper and red pepper (optional) 
6. Place bagels into oven for 5-6 minutes (until cheese is melted) 
 
Keep Cookin’ 
Chef Lon 
 

https://foodhistoryreligion.wordpress.com/
https://foodhistoryreligion.wordpress.com/
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Membership Memo By Steven Schneider, Vice President, Membership 

O ne Community is about supporting each other on our own    
Jewish Journeys. This doesn’t always mean that we are all in the 

same place at the same time doing the same things. Supporting each 
other means that we provide opportunities for everyone one of us to 
be able to continue along our individual paths. March offers a        
multitude of opportunities. 
 Once again, we will come together as a community for Purim. On 
Wednesday, February 28 (yes…I realize that’s not March) we will meet 
for a pizza dinner at 5:45 pm followed by a full Megillah reading and 
fun activities to keep everyone engaged. Come dressed as your     
favorite hero or villain. 
 Men’s Club and Sisterhood will be hosting their annual joint 
event at the Melovino Meadery on Saturday evening, March 3. The 
event will consist of a learning component about the mead distillation 
process followed by a tour, tasting, and some snacks. This is a unique 
event that shouldn’t be missed (note: space is limited). 
 Sunday, March 4 is the Neve Purim Carnival hosted at the JCC. A 
team of dedicated volunteers have been working hard to fix the 
games at the carnival and build some new ones. Have some fun with 
your kids or grandkids and support the larger community. 
 Neve Shalom will be honoring Dan and Debra Hirsch and Nancy 
and Stu Shlossman on March 10. These folks have been and continue 
to be terrific ambassadors for our Community and work hard both in 
front and behind the scenes. The gala will be Israel themed with   
Israeli dancing (trust me, it’s fun… I try to do it every Thursday even-
ing).  

T he House Budget     reflects the 
estimated costs of repairs and 
maintenance to take care of our 

“House” (the building and grounds).  
This includes snow     removal and land-
scaping, utilities (gas, electric and   
water), sewer charges, garbage       
disposal, supplies, High Holiday security 
and maintenance staff salaries.  This 
year we allocated $158,260 for this 
budget. The numbers below reflect 
expenses from July 1-mid-January. 

 For utilities we budgeted $41,535 and have spent $17,412        
compared to $21,468 for the same period last year.  For High Holiday 
security, we spent $3,350 this year; the budgeted amount was $5383 
which was the amount actually spent last year.  The maintenance 
staff’s payroll and FICA paid through mid-January is $24,301         
compared to $27,001 last year. Sewer and waste disposal paid so far 
is $2,513 compared to $2664 last year.  As for landscaping and snow 
removal we have spent $8,025 so far this year compared to $7795 
last year.  As you can see we have done relatively well in containing 
costs this year as compared to last year.  This is primarily due to    

From the Treasurer By Linda Gotlib 

 Our Youth Theater Troupe Performance will be held on Sunday, 
March 11. This talented group has been working for months to put 
together a performance that will be fun and entertaining.  
 Rabbi Ron Isaacs is this year’s Scholar in Residence for Shabbat 
on March 16 and 17. He will be discussing “Bubbe Meises: Jewish 
Myths, Jewish Realities on Friday night, Talking to God and Really 
Meaning It” during services on Shabbat morning, and “What Happens 
After I Die” after Kiddush on Saturday.  
 The last weekend of the month is Men’s Club Shabbat which is 
always a fun service followed by a spirited Kiddush. That  Sunday, 
March 25, is last edition of a new program, “See and Sample”,     
sponsored by the Education Committee. This last  session will center 
around healthy charoset. 
 Many of the programs and events in March have been put    
together by really dedicated volunteers based on feedback from the 
community. These events are organized to be fun, educational,     
musical, spiritual, and with a little nosh at the end. I hope to see you 
at many of these events. 
 
Building One Community requires that we all work together and   
support each other. This is important, fun, and rewarding work. If you 
have any questions, comments, or suggestions please do not hesitate 
to let me know via email at membership@neveshalom.net or           
 in-person.  

finding lower cost vendors who would provide equal or better       
services. (Keep in mind that snowfall is still not something we can 
control!)  
 We have not done quite as well in the areas of House that reflect 
repairs or maintenance costs.  We have had to spend over $11,000 
this year in improvements such as a new hallway sink (required by the 
State for the nursery school), intercom system, asbestos remediation 
and security upgrades. We had budgeted $5,253 for improvements 
for the whole year.  Basic repairs and maintenance so far this year 
have cost us $10,800 (the total year’s budgeted amount is $21,500)        
compared to $2,933 spent for the same period last year.  We also had 
to make some repairs in the kitchen this year which cost $2,264.  Last 
year we only spent $155 for kitchen repairs during this same time 
frame. 
 The take away is that we have made good strides in areas of our 
spending where we have some control such as the choice of venders.  
However our building is getting older and the need for more          
expensive upkeep and repairs will continue to grow.  There are areas 
of the   building that will need significant work very soon.               
Notwithstanding the amounts budgeted, repairs and improvements 
still have to be made for our safety and the upkeep of the building.  
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Weave a tallit, challah cover, tallit bag, matzoh cover, afikomen bag. Make an heirloom for 
yourself or someone special. 
 

Can’t sew on a button?  Most of our weavers can’t either!!!!  Want to create something 
meaningful and beautiful?  Join our group of more than 50 weavers who have done just that. 
 

Give it a try!! YOU can do it!! 
 

“Weaving was fun and also relaxing.  I can’t wait to use my new tallit bag”.— Ariella Kushner 
 

For more information and to schedule your time on the loom, contact:   
Cory Schneider at717-574-1807 or corstan65@gmail.com or  
Jennifer Bullock at  732-906-8565 or  rnjbullock@aol.com 
 

Dream Weavers in the  
Neve Shalom Loom Room 

Ritually Speaking By Andrea L. Colby, Vice President, Ritual 

From Slavery to Freedom… 
We are approaching the joyous festival of 
Pesach (Passover) at the end of this month—
the first seder will take place on the evening 
of March 30.  Pesach has always been my 
favorite holiday, notwithstanding—or maybe 
because of—the effort that goes into       
preparing for this week-long event:  cleaning 
the house, ridding it of chametz (food that is 
not kosher for Passover), preparing the seder 
plate, cooking the festive meal.  Experiencing 
the seders with our family and friends has 
always been both fun-filled and moving to 
me.  The songs we sing, the concrete rituals 
we practice during the seder and the liturgy 
we read all contribute to helping us connect 
with the profound meaning of this festival:  
moving from slavery to freedom in both our 
personal life and the life of our community. 
  The celebration of Passover requires 
that we each envision ourselves as slaves in 
Egypt at the time that our people became 
free.  Our obligation is to imagine that we are 
moving, with the Children of Israel, from a 
narrow place of slavery and oppression to an 
open place of freedom and                           
self-determination.  This is, indeed, a time for 
feeling joy as we gather together, read the 
Haggadah together and experience the ritu-
als of the Passover festival.   
 We can take this time to look at        
ourselves and ask whether we are            
intentionally determining how we are going 
about using the freedom we have been given 

to reach our potential in all aspects of our 
lives.  We can ask what is stopping us from 
doing so:  in what ways are we slaves to our 
negative experiences rather than learning 
from them and growing past them?  How 
can we as a Community be free to learn 
from each other and give meaning to our 
lives?   
 These are not easy questions to an-
swer.  And the answers can change from 
year to year.  The important thing is to take 
this time to ask and to experience the tangi-
ble spiritual practice of convening with our 
families and friends to find answers.   
 To ensure that everyone who wants to 
participate in a seder on March 30 and/or 

March 31 will have that opportunity, Neve 
Shalom has established a program to connect 
those who have places at their table and those 
who need a place.  If you fall into one of these 
groups, please email us at those-
whoarehungry@gmail.com or call Rita Devlin, 
our Office Manager, at 732-548-2238.
 The Ritual Committee meets the first 
Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm.  We 
would love for you to join us and contribute to 
our mission of expanding opportunities for 
and supporting spiritual practices congruent 
with Conservative Judaism in our synagogue 
and community as our environment changes.  
We look forward to seeing you! 

mailto:corstan65@gmail.com
mailto:thosewhoarehungry@gmail.com
mailto:thosewhoarehungry@gmail.com
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Jake Bullock....................... 2 
Andrea Colby .................... 2 
Rachel Dobbs .................... 1T 
Lawrence Dombrow ......... 6 
Marlene Fineman.............. 1 
Renee Frank ...................... 1 
Eric Goldman .................... 1 
Rosalie Green .................... 2 
Bruce Greenberg ............... 1 
Miriam Kafker ................... 3 
Rena Kallman .................... 4 
Marjorie Kaplan ................ 1 
Zoey Kaplan ...................... 2T 
Felice Kirsh ........................ 1 
Ariella Kushner .................. 1T 
Maya Kushner ................... 1T 
Melissa Morse................... 1 
Rebecca Morse ................. 1 
Aron Richman ................... 4 
Walter Rose ...................... 1 
Mark Rosenfield ................ 8 
Michele Rosenfield ........... 6 
Jeffrey Schulman ............... 2 
Stacey Sern ....................... 1 
Karen Weinstein ............... 9 
Sandy Wunder .................. 1 
David Yellin ....................... 3 
 
Haftarah Readers 
Rachel Dobbs .................... T 
Zoey Kaplan ...................... T 
Michele  Rosenfield 
Phil Schreiber 
 
(There were no children who 
led Ashrei this month) 

Neve Shalom would like to 
thank the following people for 
chanting Torah during the 
month of January.  T=Teen,  
JR=Junior 

Men’s Club’s Man of the Year Breakfast  
Honors Steven Schneider 
 
 Volunteers woke up early on the fourteenth of January in order to arrive at 
Neve Shalom at 7:30 am so they could prepare a banquet breakfast fit for royalty as 
well as set up the room, which would include almost four score of Steven        
Schneider’s friends and family. Steve was honored for all of the work he has done 
over the past few years, not only as a Men’s Club President, but as part of the 
many, many, many committees he has been on and has spearheaded over the 
years,   fulfilling his mantra of bringing us together as One Community. 
 By the hour of ten, the festivities began, with  the Chair of the event, Matthew 
Bonus, saying a few nice words about Steve, followed by the Men ’s Club          
President, Lon E. Dobbs, who expressed a few additional kind words on Steve’s   
behalf.  He was followed by Past Men’s Club President, Stuart Mantel, who         
provided even more pleasantries about the honoree before handing him with the 
club’s Man of the Year Award. 
 The guests were then treated to an amazing breakfast specifically created for 
this event by Chef Marc Sessler.  We enjoyed Eggs Creole, baked French toast, and 
scrambled eggs, among other breakfast delicacies. Thank you to all the volunteers 
who made this event such a success, and we once again send our congratulations to 
this deserving honoree. 
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Please remember Neve   
Shalom with a gift in your 
will, trust, retirement       
account or life insurance 
policy. 
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Community Kiddush Fund 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
My 93rd Birthday ................................... Mr. Philip Schreiber 
 

Don & Ruth Kahn Book & Author Fund 
In Memory Of ...................................... From 
Paul Berman ........................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien 
 

Friends of Neve Shalom Nursery School Fund 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Aimee and Ken Braverman, 
congratulations on your  
new grandson ........................................ Martin and Ellen Romm 
Reuven and Nancy Kaswin, 
mazel tov on Lisa and Rob's  
engagement ........................................... Martin and Ellen Romm 
 

Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Library Fund 
In Memory Of ...................................... From 
Leah-Elena Tobak-Verbitsky, mother ..... Mr. David Verbitsky 
Ruth Schonberger................................... Mrs. Frances Schonberger 
Dr. Aaron Kramer ................................... Rosanne Silberman and Family 
Dr. Elliot J. Silberman ............................. Rosanne Silberman and Family 
Dr. Leon H. Kramer ................................. Rosanne Silberman and Family 
Esther Fischer ......................................... Rosanne Silberman and Family 
Paul Berman ........................................... Rosanne Silberman and Family 

 

Ner Tamid Fund 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Neve Shalom .......................................... Joel and Sondra Caplan 
Rachel Dobbs’ bat mitzvah..................... Lawrence Dombrow 
Neve Shalom .......................................... Myron Wiener 
80th Anniversary of  
Philip Schreiber's bar mitzvah ................ Phyllis and Bill Pollak 
In Memory Of ...................................... From 
Philip Borack .......................................... Alan and Iris Borack 
Nathan Gertler ....................................... Alan and Sue Horwitz 
Yahrzeit .................................................. Bernard and Gail Kanar 
Helen Vorensky, with heartfelt 
sympathies ............................................. Daniel and Corinne Rushefsky 
Bob Moss ............................................... John and Linda Erdreich 
Paul Berman .......................................... John and Linda Erdreich 
Yahrzeit .................................................. Murray Simon 
Yahrzeit .................................................. Murray Simon 
Aaron Schreiber ..................................... Philip Schreiber 
Miriam Frank ......................................... Renee Frank 
Ted Schlesinger, 
brother of Ruth Sherman ....................... Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal 
Moe Sachs .............................................. Stephan and Beverly Perry 
Selma Horowitz, mother ........................ Susan and Malvin Keller 
Murray Keller, father ............................. Susan and Malvin Keller 
 

Education Fund 
In Memory Of ........................................ From 
Paul Berman ........................................... Miriam and Ron Rockmore 
 

Neve Shalom Blood Drive in Memory of Michael Allan Thompson Fund 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Kenneth and Aimee Braverman ............. Edward Thompson 

 

Prayerbook Fund 
In Memory Of ...................................... From 
Paul Berman- our dear friend ................ Kenneth and Sara Emmer 
Rena Mullin, a very kind 
and special woman ................................ Susan and Malvin Keller 
 
 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Ruth Candeub, happy birthday.   
You are an inspiration to all.   ................ Albert and Helene Epstein 
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Jennifer Blum, 
thank you so much for hosting a lovely  
Shabbat lunch. We would love to 
 reciprocate soon. .................................. Eric and Susan Goldman 
Joel and Michele Bassoff, 
thank you for your kindness. ................. Judith and Seymour Tabak 
Neve Shalom .......................................... Lisa and Matthew Hills 
Neve Shalom .......................................... Scott I. Berman, MD 
In Memory Of ....................................... From 
Albert Schrob ......................................... Alan and Donna Wink 
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel ............. Barbara Reed  
Luna Perlman ......................................... Barbara Reed and Michael Kesler 
Robert A. Moss ...................................... Dan Moss 
Herman Tessler ...................................... Martin and Marilyn Tessler 
Sarah Wernik ......................................... Charlotte Sheratsky 
Abe and Ida Wernik, my parents............ Charlotte Sheratsky 
Dr. Robert A. Moss ................................. Myrna Berlin 
Bob Moss ............................................... Phyllis Reger 
Ethel Cicchino ........................................ William Cicchino and Donna Martin 

 

Simon and Yvonne Hayat Adult Education Fund 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Neve Shalom .......................................... Gilbert and Claudie Hayat 

 

In Memory Of ....................................... From 
Paul Berman .......................................... Daniel and Corinne Rushefsky 
Paul Berman .......................................... Joann and Rick Rubenstein 
Paul Berman .......................................... Liana W. Lunden 

 

Tikkum Olam Fund 
In Memory Of ....................................... From 
Lina Goldberger ..................................... Mrs. Flora Cowen 

We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 
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 Through our wisdom, bravery, faith and cleverness, 
there are few goals that are beyond our reach. 
 But Passover teaches us that we need to dedicate these 
gifts to a sacred cause.  God did not bring us out of Egypt 
simply to exercise our power. The narrative of the Exodus 
shows us that freedom is more than the prerogative to exer-
cise our free will.  Freedom is the opportunity to dedicate 
ourselves to our highest ideals. 
 Taken together, the Jewish experience of the Month of 

March this year should give us confidence that even though 

there is still much that is broken in this world, if we dedicate 

our considerable power and ability to answering God’s call, 

there is little that can prevent us from repairing it.   

(continued from page 1) From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin 

“Peaceable Dwelling” —  
artwork inspired by and created  
at Neve Shalom. 
 

 “Peaceable Dwelling” is the newly created artwork by 
Mordechai Rosenstein as he painted in the lobby and in 
the ballroom during his visit to Neve Shalom in mid-
November as our Artist-in -Residence.  
 The piece was inspired by our name “Neve Shalom”, and 
the proposed psalm provided by Hazzan Levin:  “And my 
people shall live in a peaceable dwelling.” – Isaiah 32 (part 
of verse 18) 
 We encourage you to order your own copy as a keep-
sake of that fun weekend.  A percentage of the proceeds 
come back to Neve Shalom. 
 The flat print, including framing and double matting, is 
signed and numbered and costs $375, plus $35 shipping. 
The three dimensional version is $495, double matted and 
signed, plus  $35 shipping. 
 Get yours today by sending an email 
to rosensteinarts@gmail.com or call 215-635-7070. 

N eve Shalom continues to  
support the efforts of  

Jewish Family  Service of      
Middlesex    County to help the 
needy by collecting food for the  
Kosher Food Pantry.  Food   
donations may be left at the           
synagogue in the closet near the stairs next to the 
stage. USY will be  collecting a different item each 
month to be   donated. Please watch Neve Now! 
for more information. Thank you for   supporting 
these efforts!  

mailto:osensteinarts@gmail.com
tel:(215)%20635-7070
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10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 
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Neve Shalom 

Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 

Dated Material - Please Expedite 

NONPROFIT ORG 

US POSTAGE PAID 

NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 

PERMIT NO. 40030 

March 2018   Adar/Nissan  5778  


