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T 
here is a Hasidic story in which a 
rabbi enters the home of a very 
wealthy member of the           

community and is treated to a tour of the 
gentleman’s very lavish home.  He is 
shown beautiful furniture, rich carpets, 
extravagant art, an extensive library and, 
in the dining room, the proud host shows 
the rebbe his prized possession, a wall-
sized mirror hanging on the wall           
overlooking the ornately carved banquet 
table, bordered by a heavy, golden frame.  
 “This is the largest mirror in our entire 
town,” brags the man, happy to share his 
pleasure with this fact. 
 “Very interesting,” says the rabbi.  
“What do you see when you look into the 
mirror?”   
 As if for the first time, the patrician 
gentleman looks not just at the mirror but 
into it and slowly responds, “Well, I see 
myself and my dining room furniture and 
all the art that I’ve used to fill my home.” 
 “Hm. . . yes. . . you see yourself and 
your possessions, “ agrees the rabbi.  
“May I ask you to come over here to this 
window and look through it as well?” 
 The two men walk to the side of the 
dining room and gaze out at the village 
square.  “What do you see now?” 
 “I see people.  I see the town’s baker 
going to buy flour and the vendors selling 
their wares.  I see young men courting 
young women and children running to and 
fro.”   

 “What else?” 
 “I see people walking across the 
square to the beit midrash and others 
looking for a way to support themselves.” 
 The rabbi nods his head sagely and 
observes, “how fascinating that the      
window and the mirror are both made of 
glass.  The only difference is that the mir-
ror has a layer of silver on the back that 
reflects your own image back to you 
whereas the window, without that backing 
allows you see the world around you.” 
  The wealthy man contemplates his 
rabbi’s observation for a moment and then 
calls his attendants to take down the    
mirror, and, as the rabbi looks on, he 
scrapes off a corner of the silver backing of 
the mirror to remind himself that, as 
tempting as it may to be spend his time 
looking in the mirror which reflects back 
his own image and that of his prosperity, it 
is infinitely more important to remember 
to look through the window in order to 
cultivate an awareness of the world      
outside of his home. 
 In a very real way, synagogues face 
the same challenge.  Especially in the   
winter when we are less likely to linger 
outdoors, there is always the temptation 
to look only inwards, at the friends who 
have gathered within our building and the 
community of members that we have 
come to know.  At Neve Shalom, many of 
the rooms don’t even have windows 
through which we can see what is         

happening      
outside. Never-
theless, this story      
suggests a differ-
ent way to direct 
our attentions.  It 
reminds us, not 
only of our obligation to extend our care 
and support to those who are outside our 
walls, but also of what we have to gain by 
reaching out to others and offering them 
our hospitality and friendship.   
 For many years the conventional way 
to define synagogue communities has been 
to split the world into those “insiders” who 
pay dues and who choose to enter our 
doors and the “outsiders” who do not.  
Thinking of the mirror and the window in 
this parable can help us to reframe our un-
derstanding of our community by encourag-
ing us to deepen our relationships with 
those around us and looking for ways to 
reach out, serve and establish relationships 
even with those people who never pass 
over our threshold. 
 Deliberately looking to serve those 
around us will remind us of our sacred   
mission to repair that which is broken in the 
world.  It will broaden our understanding of 
the world around us, and, ultimately it will 
help us to understand what we see when 
we look at ourselves as well.   
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Cabaret and Cabernet and More... 

I 
n previous years, Neve Shalom has presented both revues of Broadway musicals and   
sing-alongs of Jewish composers.  Previous Jewish programs included Debbie Friedman, 
Shlomo Carlebach, Israeli songs and others. Earlier “Broadway” composers included 

Jerry Herman, Stephen Schwartz and Allen Sherman. This year we bring you some of        
Stephen Sondheim’s most famous and also some of his least known songs. Whether as the 
lyricist who worked with Leonard Bernstein, Richard Rodgers or Jules Styne, or as both       
composer and lyricist Sondheim has helped shape the Broadway music genre into what it is 
today.  
 On Saturday evening, February 3 at 7:00 pm we ask you to bring a kosher wine to share at 
your table to support Neve Shalom singers, some of whom are professional performers, to sing 
both serious and humorous selections by Sondheim. We will be in the ballroom in a new    
format we call “Cabaret and Cabernet” so you can drink and nosh while we perform these 
outstanding musical selections. 
 This year we are also introducing another new fund raising element. We hope that some 
families will be “patrons” of a specific part of the evening. Help us by sponsoring one section of 
the revue. Select one of the following Sondheim shows and for a suggested donation of $150 
you can be the patrons for that musical: 
“Anyone Can Whistle”, “Assassins”, “Company”, “Dick Tracy” film, “Do I Hear A Waltz”, 
“Evening Primrose”, “Follies”, “The Frogs”, “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the     
Forum”, “Gypsy”, “Into the Woods”, “A Little Night Music”, “The Mad Show”, “The Boy From”, 
“Marry Me A Little”, “Merrily We Roll Along”, “Pacific Overtures”, “Passion”, “Road Show”, 
“Saturday Night”, “Sunday in the Park with George”, “Sweeney Todd”, or “West Side Story”. 
 Show patrons can bring up to 10 people. Individual seats suggested donations are $18; 
Senior or Student seats are $12.  RSVP seats or select patron options at:  https://
www.neveshalom.net/event/SONDHEIM-Cabaret-Cabernet 
 Fourth graders will begin the evening with Havdalah. No charge for the fourth graders or 
their families. For more information contact:  Hazzan Sheldon Levin:  Hazzan@NeveShalom.net 
or call 732-548-2238x14. 

In Memoriam 

Robert Moss,  
our member and husband of 

Sandra Moss  
 

Paul Berman, 
our member and husband of  

Iris Berman 
 

Pre-bat/bar mitzvah children with January  birthdays are invited to join 
us on February 10 to enjoy a special blessing from the Hazzan and a  

celebratory.   Kiddush following services!   יום הולדת שמח  
 

Happy Birthday to ... 
 

Olivia Budaj 
Zachary Dickman 
Lillian Kupersmith 

Nathan Kupersmith 
Patrick McAuley 

Pacifica Pagel 
 

If your child's name does not appear on this list, please contact Mara 
McAuley at maramcauley@aol.com to assure that your child will be 

invited to the bimah for the blessing at our next celebration. 

mailto:maramcauley@aol.com
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W ith the start of each  
calendar new year, Jews 

have an opportunity to be    
reflective with a certain focus at 
least two times per year.  Many 
have said that in December/
January, people tend to focus on 
personal goals for being thinner, 
healthier wealthier and happier.  
On Rosh Hashanah, I find the 
tendency to think more so about highly idealistic goals or           
resolutions, such as about how to relate to family, friends and the 
community and how to engage in the world. I contemplate not just 
my physical well-being, but spiritual well-being for me, family and 
our community.  The beauty of a joint view of the secular and    
religious calendars is that it enables us to do have a check-in or      
re-set of our thoughts. 
  Whether looking at our individual lives or the organizations we 
serve, it is important to develop a strategy. Most people can't do a 
complete overhaul of their entire life all at once. Breaking it down 
into manageable smaller steps that provide confidence and marked 
progress to lead to results. Each step taken is a step in the right 
direction!  Our Board of Directors, staff and many volunteers are 
working toward ways to improve all aspects of the synagogue.  We 
encourage you to communicate your ideas, hopes and wishes, and 
we encourage your support of the many efforts to keep us growing 
and  thriving! 

From the  
Synagogue President 

By Debbie Schildkraut 

 For nearly two and a half years, the “Guess Who's Coming 
to Shabbas?” program has involved hundreds of members of 
the Neve community and drawn us all closer together. A      
majority of our congregants have already hosted or been a 
guest. If you are interested in participating and have not yet 
been involved, all you have to do is volunteer to host and you 
will automatically be included!  
 Our theme for January in honor of 2018 is:  NEW! 
 Invite someone from the Neve community (or the larger 
community) who is new. Welcome them to our community by 
inviting them into your home. What a great way to start 2018! 
 Whether you serve chicken or pizza, by lighting candles, 
saying the three brachot, and having a table filled with friends 
and family, you are separating Shabbat from the week and 
showing your families the importance of this sacred time     
together and helping our Neve community grow closer         
together. 
 Once you sign up, you’ll be provided with all the tools you 
need to pull off the dinner, including a challah and a challah roll, 
a set of candles, a brochure with the three blessings, conversa-
tion starter cards and some recipes. Ask any of the hosts: this is 
a most rewarding experience, whether it’s your first time or you 
celebrate Shabbat every week. 
 All you have to do to sign up is email us at  
guesswhosneve@gmail.com or call us at 908-510-4005 
(Jennifer Bullock) or 732-742-8613 (Julie Hersch). 

Sign up to be a HOST and get involved 
with our next "themed" event! 

Friday, January 12 

mailto:guesswhosneve@gmail.com
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Hebrew School  
News 

By Sharon Diamondstein, Director of Education 

I t's hard to believe that we are already in January!  While we 
think about the cold winter snow, and drinking hot cocoa   
under some comfy blankets, we also prepare for spring.  Tu 

B'Shevat falls on January 31, and will be celebrated in school on 
January 28 and our family Tu B'Shevat dinner on January 30.   
 As we prepare for the Holiday of the Trees,  I am reminded of 
one of our scholars, Honi HaMe'agel (Honi the Circle Maker), who 
once encountered a man planting a carob tree.  He asked him, 
"How long will it take to bear fruit?"  The man answered, "About 
70 years."  "So, do you think you will live long enough to taste the 
fruit?" Honi asked.  The man explained, "I have found ready-grown 
carob trees in the world.  As my forefathers planted them for me, 
so I plant for my children."   
 We learn from this story the value of trees and nature.  The 
Torah prohibits the destruction of fruit trees, even in times of war.  
Today in Israel, anyone who wants to remove a tree must apply for 
a license - even if the tree is on their own property!   
Come learn more about Tu B'Shvat and the New Year for the Trees 
with us. 
 Also, please join us for Shabbat 2.0 services on January 13, 
and Shabbat 2.0 and Shabbat Kef on January 20! 

W hat a wonderful Chanukah celebration we had on Wednesday, 
December 13 together with our friends and families!  We     

thoroughly enjoyed Yosi, our musical entertainment, who sang and 
danced with all of our Nursery School friends!  We also enjoyed eating 
the delicious latkes, applesauce, and soufganiot as well as spinning our 
dreidels filled with yummy chocolate gelt! 
 Looking ahead to January, we can’t wait to celebrate Tu B’Shevat 
with our newly revised preschool through second grade program, “Tu 
B’Shevat: The Birthday of the Trees!” on Sunday, January 28 from 11:00 
am – 12:30 pm. This fun and exciting program has been expanded and 
re-designed to include children ages 2 – 8 years old and their families.  
It is also scheduled to begin at 11:00 am, right after the K – 2nd grade 
children are finished with their classes on Sunday morning. Neve      
Shalom and PJ Library are co-sponsoring this fun and informative hands-
on craft, cooking, story-telling, and musical event….it is absolutely free 
and all are welcome! 
 January is also the time of year when we open registration for both 
the Summer Program 2018 and the school year 2018-2019.  We now 
offer options for children to attend Neve Shalom Nursery School from 
the young age of 12 months old in our weekly Mommy & Me program, 
through 6 years old in our Full Day/Wrap Around Kindergarten.  We 

look forward to kicking off registration for all of our Nursery school  

programs in anticipation of a wonderful 2018-2019 school year! 
 Our weekly Baby, Music, and Me! Program is doing beautifully with 
infants (ages 3 – 18 months) and their caregivers in attendance on   
Friday mornings at 9:05 am.  This 30 minute program is absolutely free 
and gives the youngest members of our community a chance to shake, 
rattle, and roll….literally!  Please feel free to mention this to any young 
parents you may know, it’s a wonderful way to interact musically with 
your baby as well as meet other young families in the area. 
 If you, or someone that you know, is interested in any of our 
nursery school programs please feel free to have them contact Martha 
Mack, Nursery School Director at 732-548-2238, ext. 17 or 
nurseryschool@neveshalom.net, we would be happy to give them a 
personal tour of our facility! 

Nursery School  
News 

By Martha Mack, Director 

Please remember Neve Shalom with a 
gift in your will, trust, retirement account 

or life insurance policy. 
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O n Friday evening, January 19 at the 
7:30 pm service, Yaacob Dweck an 

assistant professor of history and Judaic 
studies at Princeton University, will be our 
guest speaker. His topic is “The Scandal of 
Kabbalah.”  
 According to the book jacket: The 
Scandal of Kabbalah is the first book about 
the origins of a culture war that began in 
early modern Europe and continues to this 
day: the debate between kabbalists and 

their critics on the nature of Judaism and the meaning of religious   
tradition. From its medieval beginnings as an esoteric form of Jewish 
mysticism, Kabbalah spread throughout the early modern world and 
became a central feature of Jewish life.    Scholars have long studied 
the revolutionary impact of Kabbalah, but, as Yaacob Dweck argues, 
they have misunderstood the character and timing of opposition to it. 
 Drawing on a range of previously unexamined sources, this book 
tells the story of the first criticism of Kabbalah, Ari Nohem, written by 
Leon Modena in Venice in 1639. In this scathing indictment of        
Venetian Jews who had embraced Kabbalah as an authentic form of 
ancient esotericism, Modena proved the recent origins of Kabbalah and 
sought to convince his readers to return to the spiritualized rationalism 
of Maimonides. 
 The Scandal of Kabbalah, published in 2011, examines the        
hallmarks of Jewish       modernity displayed by Modena's attack--a 
critical analysis of sacred texts, skepticism about religious truths, and 
self-consciousness about the past--and shows how these qualities and 
the later history of his polemic challenge conventional understandings 
of the relationship between Kabbalah and modernity. Dweck argues 
that Kabbalah was the subject of critical inquiry in the very period it 
came to dominate Jewish life rather than centuries later as most   
scholars have thought.” 
  
ADULT ED CLASSES 
January starts our Winter-Spring semester of Ad Ed courses.  Rabbi 
Rosen will continue teaching “Walking with Justice.” You do not need 
to have attended the first semester to take this second course. This 
class meets on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Stephan Gross continues 
Talmud discussions in English every other Wednesday evening in his 
home. Please register for the next semester whether or not you have 
attended these classes in the past.  
 In honor of Israel’s upcoming 70th birthday, The Hazzan is hosting 
an Israeli Film series on Thursdays in February. Each film will be shown 
at 11:00 am and 7:00 pm. Films include:  Tales of Love and Darkness, 
starring Natalie Portman, Gett: The Trial of Viviane Amsalem , Women’s 
Balcony and Footnote. All are in Hebrew with English subtitles.  See the 
flyer in this bulletin for more details of each film. 
 If you registered for the Winter Ad Ed semester or are a            
benefactor of our Scholar program then there is no charge for the films. 
Otherwise films are $5 each or $15 for all four. 
 You can register on-line for the films or classes at: http://
neveshalom.shulcloud.com/event/AdEdRegWinter2018 

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Adult Ed News 

Yaacob Dweck  

This year's Honoree Committee is pleased to present you 
with a wonderful opportunity to celebrate and honor these 

four individuals who have served our congregation and 
community for many years.  We are publishing a             

Commemorative Ad Journal, which will provide the       
members of Neve Shalom the opportunity to express their 

greetings and good wishes.  In addition, for those who have 
an interest, we will be providing space for advertisers to 

acknowledge these individuals as well. 
By giving generously, you can share your ruach (spirit) with 

our synagogue community and demonstrate your            
appreciation and support for the Hirsches  

and the Shlossmans. 
 

The congregation is also invited to attend a 
 Gala Israeli Dinner Dance on Saturday, March 10, 2018.   

Detailed information will be coming to you shortly. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact: 
Kenneth Braverman at 732-548-4086 

Jennifer Bullock   at  908-510-4005 

Neve Shalom’s 2018  
COMMEMORATIVE AD JOURNAL  

Debra and Dan Hirsch 
Nancy and Stuart Shlossman 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3062880/?ref_=ttawd_awd_tt
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A Ripening By Chef Lon 

DJ Not Required 
Although the blossoming of a child into adulthood is a natural 
progression, many cultures and religions have their own rituals 
for coming of age.  A person very dear to me will be undergoing 
this very ritual, as commanded in the Jewish religion, called a bat 
mitzvah. It is a rite of passage that every child goes through in 
their passage to adulthood in the eyes of their religion.  The   
earliest known “bar mitzvah” (bar for boys, bat for girls) may have 
been written about thousands of years ago in the Torah itself.  
Genesis 21:8 states “And the child [Isaac] grew and was weaned, 
and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was 
weaned.”  In Pirkei Arvot (a book of the Mishnah), it discusses 
that this “weaning” occurred on Isaac’s 13th birthday, and was his 
rite of passage in which he was weaned out of his childish being, 
and stepping into his adult responsibilities. This was followed by a 
feast. bar/bat mitzvah translates to “daughter/son of the        
commandment” –in other words, they are not old enough to ful-
fill the responsibilities of Jewish law. 
 I is not commanded anywhere that a child needs to have a 
bar/bat mitzvah and the accompanying feast. A boy at thirteen, 
and a girl at twelve automatically become a bar/bat mitzvah upon 
turning that age – even if there is no party, no reading of the To-
rah or Haftorah, or even if they do not go to temple.  However, 
the Polish scholar Rabbi Shlomo Luria, stated in the 15th century 
that attending the bar/bat mitzvah feast was a “seudat mitzvah” – 
it is considered a mitzvah to attend the associated feast.             
 What constitutes the celebration of a “bar mitzvah” has 
changed over the years, and is different for various groups even 
today.  For instance, the Orthodox community does not believe in 
the fancy party.  A big feast is held in the honor of the boy, with 
much food and dancing including many baked goods, and usually 
includes a derashah (learning/discussion) during the course of the 
meal. The more orthodox will include a reading of the Torah by a 
boy, but not by a girl (whereas the Conservative movement allows 
for women to read from the Torah). The Conservative Jew may 
hold a lavish party with DJs and all the bells and whistles. 
 There are no real rules for how to celebrate a bar/bat     
mitzvah, but the custom seemed to have become popular about 
400 years ago. It was not until after the Middle Ages that literacy 
amongst Jews (really most people) began to rise, so until then 
neither the child, nor his father could read Hebrew, or any other 
language. 
 There was not one steadfast custom. The custom had many 
different flavors and varieties, and it still does. Outside of the 
Ashkenazi and Italian Jewish communities, the bar mitzvah was 
not celebrated before the 1800s, and it was strictly for the boys.  
Prior to the 1600s, the bar mitzvah celebration consisted of the 
father saying a special blessing over his son, followed by a festive 
meal. In the 1500s, the reading of the Torah by the bar mitzvah 
was added, as well as a speech. In the 1600s, a test was also   
given.   The idea of this being a Jewish confirmation did not begin 
until the 1920 by German Jews. 
 
Torah Connection 
Both the Parsha Shemot and its Haftorah (Isaiah 27:6), which are 
recited this month, mirror each other in the lesson of redemption 

for each of the story’s main characters (Moses and Isaiah). Another 
parallel that both of these stories have in common, is that they both 
make use of variations on the word “fruit.”  The word is being used to 
describe how the Jewish people have grown and prospered. It is being 
used to describe just rewards, it is being used to describe coming of 
age, and it is being used to describe the food. 
 
Fruit of Israel 
Did you know that there are forty different types of fruit grown in    
Israel?  Besides the five listed as part of the Seven Species of Israel 
(grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, and dates – the two grains are 
wheat and barley).  Today we are going to take a look at grapes. 
 
Grapes 
Archeologists have found evidence that humans began cultivating 
grapes as early as 6500 BCE. There are two major species of grapes – 
New World found in the Americas and Old World found in Asia and 
Europe.  However, there are over ten thousand varieties of grapes. 
 By 4000 BCE, the fruit was grown throughout Western Asia and 
even in Northern Africa. When the Hittites expanded their empire fur-
ther into the Mediterranean area around 3000 BCE, they brought the 
grape along with them. Grapes were spread further throughout Europe 
by the Romans, although the growing of grapes.  They not only used 
grape for wine or as a food, they also created syrups with the grapes 
that they would use as sweeteners (sugar was almost non-existent). 
 When Europeans first came to the Americas, they brought cuttings 
of their Old World grapes with them, but they could not survive the 
climate.  Americans improved upon the indigenous New World grapes 
until they came upon the Concord grape, which is very popular today. 
 
For an unabridged version of this article, please visit https://
foodhistoryreligion.wordpress.com/. 
 
 

Recipe 
This month’s recipe is for grape syrup. 
 
Ingredients 
2 lbs.  Concord grapes 
¼ cup Water 
1 ½ cup Sugar 
 
Directions 
1.  Place grapes into pot with water and heat 
2.  Once boiling reduce heat, cover and simmer for 15 minutes (stir occasionally); 
let cool 
3.  Strain grape “juice” with colander 
4.  Strain juice again through cheesecloth 
5.  Place juice and sugar in a saucepan and heat 
6.  Once boiling reduce heat & simmer 10 minutes when juice begins to thicken 
7.  Take off heat & place into sealed glass jars 
 

Keep on Cookin’ 
Chef Lon 
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Called to the Torah 
By Flora Cowen 

Rachel Dobbs, the daughter of        
Jacqueline and Lon Dobbs, will celebrate 
her bat mitzvah on Saturday, January 6. 
Family members will be attending Rachel's 
bat mitzvah including her sister Jessica, 
her grandparents, aunts, uncles, and  
cousins; they will be traveling from New 
York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, and 
New Jersey. 
 Rachel is in the 8th grade at Edgar 
Middle School in Metuchen, where her 

favorite subjects are Social Studies, Gym, and Art. 
 Rachel, who plays soccer and basketball, tells us "I like sports, the 
trampoline, and playing with my dog." 
 In family travels, Rachel reports that "In the U.S., I have traveled 
from Florida to Massachusetts. Outside the U.S., I have traveled to 
many countries, including the ones around the Baltic Sea and the  
Mediterranean Sea." 
 For her mitzvah project, Rachel is gathering food and supplies for 
dogs in a shelter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Saturday, January 13,  Zoey Kaplan,  
the daughter of Marjorie and Brian 
Kaplan, will be called to the Torah as a 
bat mitzvah. Joining Zoey in the         
celebration of her bat mitzvah will be 
Grandma Felice Kirsh from Tenafly; 
Aunt Melissa, Uncle David, and cousins 
Rebecca and Kevin from Acton, MA; 
and Uncle Michael, Aunt Nicole, cousins 
Phoebe and Robert from Bridgewater. 
 Zoey is in the seventh grade at Edgar 
Middle School in Metuchen, where her 

favorite subject is Social Studies and she plays on the school's          
basketball team. In her free time she watches Ohio State football and 
basketball games with her Dad. She loves her cat, Champ. 
 Zoey is already a world traveler, visiting U.S. destinations including 
Columbus, OH; Miami and Disneyland in FL; Philadelphia and          
Pittsburgh in PA; Washington, D.C.; and Boston, MA stateside; and 
London, Paris, Honduras, Belize, Puerto Rico, and Dominican Republic 
internationally.   
  For her mitzvah project, Zoey will continue volunteering every 
Tuesday at Angel Paws Cat Shelter in Woodbridge, NJ, where she helps 
the cats get adopted, cleans their cages, gives them food and water, 
and plays with them so that they are used to human contact, making 
them more adoptable. 

T here is a lot going on with the Men’s Club during this   
calendar year.  We do not get much rest after our Family 

Fun Day this past December 25th where we treated families to 
breakfast, games, and entertainment.  On Sunday, January 14, 
we kick into high gear with our Man of the Year breakfast to 
honor Steve Schneider for all he has done for Neve Shalom 
and the Men’s Club.  Then on February 4 (yes, the morning of 
the Super Bowl), we will be holding our annual World Wide 
Wrap event, which will begin with our expert wrappers 
providing tutelage to those that have never wrapped before 
or do not put on tefillin very often and need some assistance. 
But there is still more  . . . . we will be holding a “Hearing 
Men’s Voices” program on February 25, which will be led by 
Rabbi Eric Rosin.  
 Just to give you a quick tease, coming up in March will be 
the Men’s Club sponsored Community Dinner, an event with 
Sisterhood at a Meadery, and the Men’s Club Shabbat. We 
hope to see you at one of these events! 
 If anyone is interested in volunteering for any of the 
above events or would like any information on the Men’s 
Club, please feel free to stop by our monthly meeting (we 
usually meet the first Thursday of every month) or email us at 
mensclub@neveshalom.net.  

Men’s Club Minute 
By Lon Dobbs, Men’s Club President 

Rachel 

Zoey 

mailto:mensclub@neveshalom.net
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Membership Memo 
By Steven Schneider, Vice President, Membership 

P 
lease seek out and congratulate Jacci Danziger on 
being awarded the Shoshana S. Cardin Leadership 
Award. This award is handed out annually by USCJ at 

the annual convention. Below is the application letter that 
Rabbi Rosin sent to the committee for consideration. 
 It is my pleasure to nominate Jaclyn Danziger for the 
Shoshana S. Cardin Leadership Award. 
 Jacci and her family made an impression upon me as 
early as the weekend, almost three years ago, when I       
interviewed for the pulpit at Neve Shalom in Metuchen, New 
Jersey.  Jacci and her husband, Josh, were focused and     
engaged and brought their two small children to almost  
every event over the course of my visit. 
 Since my arrival here, Jacci has emerged as the single 
most energetic and effective leader in a congregation that is 
blessed with generations of energetic and effective leaders.  
When I arrived, she had no official positions, although she 
has since become the Chair of our Membership Committee 
and she headed an education task force that led to the hire 
of a new Educational Director and an array of innovations in 
our religious school and preschool.  She has also been instru-
mental in the restoration of our Preschool Committee. 
 As our Membership Chair, she has embraced a new, 
more expansive view of what membership can and should 
mean to our synagogue.  In the programs that she plans, the 
initiatives that she champions and the structures that she 
builds, Jacci thoughtfully includes not only our traditional and 
committed members but makes every effort to also use    
language and create spaces for young families, older      
members and for members of the community who may not 
yet have officially joined the ranks of our dues paying            
membership, including members of interfaith families and 
those who are new to Judaism. 
 As one example of Jacci’s contributions to this kehillah, 
in her capacity as Membership Chair, Jacci added a monthly 
Community Shabbat Dinner to our synagogue calendar.  On a 
Friday night with no programming, we will typically welcome 
15 or so worshippers to join us for a 45 minute Kabbalat 
Shabbat service.  (We are more of a “Shabbat Morning com-
munity.”)  Jacci’s dinners have averaged approximately 150 
participants over the last year, with many of the dinners 
attracting close to 200. 
 But the numbers are only one measure of her incredible 
success.  Jacci began by convening a diverse subcommittee of 
the Membership Committee which has coalesced into a well-
functioning steering committee with representatives from 
almost every demographic.  She then solicited sponsors and, 
both this year and last, these large catered meals have been 
budget neutral for the synagogue, insuring that this program 
will be financially sustainable for the long term. 
 Then, Jacci and her committee set out to make sure that 
the events are open and welcoming to all.  They have  
 
 (Continued on page 17) 

Men’s Club of Neve Shalom Honors 
Steve Schneider and Danielle Stein 

By Jeff Schulman 

On  Wednesday, November 15, the Neve Shalom Men’s Club, along with 
Men’s Clubs from the Southern Part of the Northern NJ Region (NNJR) of the 
FJMC had a gala evening to honor our Men and Youth of the Year.  This year, 
we chose to honor Steve Schneider, our immediate Past President as our 
“Morty Fields Man of the Year” and Danielle Stein, our USY Co-President, as 
our Youth of the Year. 
 There were over 30 people from Neve Shalom in attendance.  The pro-
gram was very simple, an extended cocktail hour, followed by Ma’ariv and the 
program and finishing up with dessert.  The food was delicious, the company 
amazing and everyone had a great time.  The highlight of the evening for all of 
the Neve attendees was when Steve and Danielle received their awards.   In 
the opinion of this author, the applause for them was louder than for anyone 
else. 
 The Man of the Year / Youth of the Year Dinners are the NNJR Signature 
events.  Each year, we get to honor Men and Youth from across our 30 clubs 
for the hard work and leadership that the provide to our communities.  This 
year, in addition we honored 39 Men and Youths from 19 different clubs as 
well as Denis Vogel from Temple Israel in Ridgewood as our Regional Man of 
the Year.  We had a chance to hear from Rabbi Andy Shugerman, the new 
FJMC Executive Director about some of the challenges and opportunities that 
the FJMC is facing in the 21st Century and Harvey Hershkowitz, our Regional 
President, spoke about some of the things that we are planning over the next 
year. 
 The Men’s Club has a lot of wonderful events coming up over the        
remainder of the year.  Please plan to join us, we promise that you’ll have fun, 
and maybe even learn something. 
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 Dan Hirsch, Immediate Past President, (pictured, far right) 
and Steven Schneider, Membership Vice President, (pictured, 
near right) weave challah covers on the loom.  If they can do it… 
so can you!! 
    Wisdom from Steven: “Why are weavers good story tellers? 
They have lots of yarns…Tell your story in the Neve Loom Room. I 
did.”   
 And Dan:  "Although the loom can be intimidating at first, 
we are blessed to have excellent teachers, including Andrea    
Colby, who taught me. If I can do this, anyone can, although I'm 
still trying to figure out how to plug my tablet into the loom." 
 
For more information and to schedule your time on the loom, 
contact:   
Cory Schneider at717-574-1807 or corstan65@gmail.com or 
Jennifer  Bullock at  732-906-8565 or  rnjbullock@aol.com. 

Dream Weavers in the Neve Shalom Loom Room 

Ritually Speaking By Andrea L. Colby, Vice President, Ritual 

Happy New Year to the Trees! 
 It’s January, mid-winter, and in the 
midst of the cold and snow, it’s also time to 
celebrate Tu B’Shvat, the New Year for trees.  
Just as we light candles at Chanukah in    
December at a time when our world        
becomes its darkest to give us brightness and 
hope that we will emerge from the darkness 
into a vivid new world, we celebrate the New 
Year for trees in the middle of winter.   
 Originally, Tu B’Shevat, literally, “the 
15th day of the month of Shevat”, was used 
to determine the age of trees for the       
purpose of determining when fruit from 
these trees was to be eaten and when a 
tithe, or contribution to the support of the 
Levi’im in the Temple, was to be paid. 
 Although there is no specific holiday 
defined in the Torah on Tu B’Shevat in     
addition to the technical requirements set 
forth in the Torah regarding tithing and   
determining the age of trees,  the Talmud 
(Tractate Rosh Hashanah) established a   
tradition of celebrating this date.  There are a 
number of different ways that we have   
developed to mark Tu B’Shevat.  For        
example, it is customary to eat the fruit of 
our Holy Land: olives, dates, grapes, figs and 
pomegranates.  In the 16th century, Rabbi 
Yitzhak Luria of Sfat, a scholar of the       
Kabbalah, introduced a “Tu B’Shevat Seder”.  

He and his followers 
attributed different 
symbolic meanings 
to each fruit eaten.  
This tradition has 
been revived in 
recent years 
throughout the 
world.   
 Another way in 
which we celebrate 
Tu B’Shevat is to contribute to planting trees in 
Israel or even to plant a tree here!  It is also an 
opportunity to celebrate awareness of       
protecting our environment and preserving 
our trees and forests by thanking them for 
what they do for us:  trees are a huge resource 
for purifying our air by consuming and using—
breathing in—carbon dioxide and exhaling 
pure oxygen to our atmosphere. 
 This year, Tu B’Shevat falls on January 
31st.  Take a moment on that day and thank 
our trees as we feel the promise of spring in 
the midst of the snow and cold. 
 One of the ways to engage and support 
our community is to participate in our prayer 
services outside of Shabbat and holidays.  We 
hold a morning minyan every day (7:00 am on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 6:45 am on 
Monday and Thursday and 9:00 am on Sunday) 
for those who wish to get their days started in 

a spiritual way, as well as to give the       
opportunity to say Kaddish for loved ones 
to those who are in mourning and          
observing Yahrzeits.  Please join us as often 
as you can for this beautiful service!  
 We are also seeking individuals who 
would like to provide the sacred task of 
leading shiva minyanim for those in our 
community who have lost loved ones.    
Praying with our friends and neighbors who 
have suffered a loss gives them incalculable 
comfort knowing that they have a          
community who is there with them as they 
heal.  Please contact Hazzan Levin if you 
would like to learn to lead a shiva minyan.  
 Our Ritual Committee continues to 
work toward completing and sharing our 
projects for this year.  By the time this   
Bulletin reaches you, we will have held our 
first Kosher Food Club event at Bistro70 in 
Rutgers Hillel.  Our next event will take 
place on the evening of February 11,     
followed by our third event on the morning 
of April 22.  We look forward to seeing you 
there!  Please join us for our meetings on 
the first Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm 
at Neve Shalom.  We look forward to seeing 
you there! 

mailto:corstan65@gmail.com
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M ordechai Rosenstein was warmly     
received here at Neve Shalom. 

He is a natural teacher, passionate 
about  learning and about sharing what 
has inspired his artwork. He             
enthusiastically shared stories of how 
artwork has   prevailed in Jewish text 
throughout the centuries, and how he 
has been inspired by passages from the 
Bible, while also incorporating   images 
from places he visits.  

Mordechai Rosenstein Visit “Draws” Would Be Artists 
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M ordechai’s warmth and love of story-telling appealed to Neve congregants of all ages. 
He had wonderful interactive art sessions with our Nursery School, teen youth group, 

parents,  religious school students, 55+ Club, Board members and various visitors.  He led a 
Saturday evening Pinot & Painting event with over 70 participants. People were also able to 
see his art in action as he created a unique piece while here at Neve Shalom. It is based on a 
verse from Isaiah: “You will keep in peace to those who trust in you.” Since Neve Shalom 
means “oasis of peace,” this was a fitting addition to the artist’s repertoire. 
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T he Susy Schwartz Concert    
Committee is always pleased to 

bring new, up-and-coming           
performers to our audience.  On the 
other hand, it’s also incredibly    
gratifying to select a known crowd 
pleaser. Since we announced that 
Rick Recht will take the Susy 
Schwartz Concert stage on April 29 
we’ve been hearing “How            
impressive!” and, “Wow, you got 
Rick Recht!” Listen to Rick’s music at 
www.rickrecht.com and you’ll     
understand the reason for all the 
excitement. 
 Recht is currently one of the 
most influential Jewish artists of our 
time, playing family concerts,     
Shabbat Alive! services, religious 
school concerts, teen concerts, camp concerts, 
and tot concerts throughout the United States 
and abroad. He is often regarded as a  pioneer of 
the Jewish rock music genre, elevating the medi-
um of Jewish music as a powerful and effective 
tool for developing Jewish pride and identity 
among Jews of all ages. Rick has 10 top selling 
Jewish albums, including his latest hit album, 
“Halleluyah.”  
 In addition to his role as an artist, Rick Recht 
is an innovative Jewish educator. He is a familiar 
name to parents and grandparents across this 
country due to his role as national spokesperson 
for the PJ Library program run by the Jewish   
Federation, partnering for concerts to support 
this initiative. This St. Louis, MO native’s    
staunchly loyal Jewish audience has been building 
since he came on the Jewish music scene in the 
late 90’s. 
             Recht is the founder and executive      
director of Songleader Boot Camp, which teaches 
participants specific skills and strategies to inspire 
transformative change in their Jewish              
communities.  He presents leadership-training 
programs at congregations and conferences 
across the US. This multitalented and versatile 
artist is also the founder and executive director of 
Jewish Rock Radio, the first high-caliber, 24/7, 
Jewish rock Internet radio station.    
 It’s a great honor to present Rick Recht as 
the featured performer for Neve Shalom’s 28th 
annual Susy Schwartz Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Benefit Concert.   
 The goal of this scholarship fund, which is 

RICK RECHT TAKES THE  
SUSY SCHWARTZ CONCERT SPOTLIGHT 

primarily supported by the concert, is to raise 
money to provide each Neve Shalom Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah child a “Passport to Israel”. The 
Passport, with a value of $2,000, may be   
redeemed towards any trip to Israel that has 
an educational component, taken between 
ninth grade and the end of college. High 
school students using the Passport are also 
eligible to receive additional funds from the 
Jewish Federation. Approximately 140 of our 
students have redeemed their Passports since 
the program’s inception. We hope the       
availability of this opportunity will encourage 
our Hebrew School families to both support 
the concert and instill in their kids a love of 
Israel, along with a sense of excitement about 
an educational trip to the Jewish State. 
 Concert tickets go on sale in late January 
on the shul website, www.neveshalom.net, 
and may also be purchased by mail or through 
the Neve Shalom office. On behalf of the next 
generation, please consider becoming a     
Benefactor ($200) or a Patron ($100) of the 
April 29th concert. Benefactors and Patrons 
receive two tickets, preferred seating, name 
listed in the concert program and more.    
General admission tickets are $30. The price 
for children under 12 is $12. The concert will 
begin at 6:30 pm. Free babysitting will once 
again be available by preregistration. Contact 
the Neve Shalom office at 732-548-2238, ext. 
12 if you need additional information. 

Scott Boxer ............................ T 1 
Jake Bullock ........................... 5 
Andrea Colby ......................... 1 
Lawrence Dombrow .............. 10 
Eric Goldman ......................... 1 
Rosalie Green ........................ 2 
Bruce Greenberg ................... 3 
Jennifer Greenberg ................ 1 
Scott Greenberg .................... 1 
Miriam Kafker ........................ 1 
Sidney Krane .......................... 1 
Samantha Rabinowitz ............ T 2 
Aron Richman ........................ 3 
Mark Rosenfield .................... 2 
Michele Rosenfield ................ 1 
Debbie Schildkraut ................ 2 
Stacey Sern ............................ 5 
Hannah Sessler ...................... 3 
Arlene Smith .......................... 1 
Barbara Spack ........................ 1 
Lisa Spiegel ............................ 2 
Danielle Stein ........................ T 2 
Eric Steinbach ........................ 1 
Karen Weinstein .................... 9 
David Yellin ............................ 21 
 
Haftarah 
Lawrence Dombrow 
Jennifer Greenberg 
Samantha Rabinowitz ............ T 
Stacey Sern 
Danielle Stein ........................ T 
 
Ashrei 
Logan Schuetz ....................... JR 

Neve Shalom would like to thank 
the following people for chanting 
Torah during the month of  
November.  T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

http://www.rickrecht.com/
http://www.neveshalom.net/
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M y summer with USY in Poland and 
Israel greatly exceeded my           

expectations. I cannot think of an            
experience that changed my views of my 
religion, Israel, and my Jewish identity more 
than USY Pilgrimage. We toured               
concentration camps, the Old City, and even 
the Negev. We learned about the ongoing 
battle to keep our religion alive and just how 
lucky we are to be Jews in the Holy Land.  
    When we first got to the airport         
everyone was excited to meet new friends 
who would prove very difficult to say good-
bye to five weeks later!  After a long,      
punishing flight we arrived in Poland to a 
sunny day and fresh air.  
     The first full day in Poland we visited 
Majdanek. When everyone woke up we had 
butterflies in our stomachs, the kind that 
weren’t good. Most of us were a little    
nervous to go to a concentration camp. 
When we arrived at the camp, the bus fell 
silent. Majdanek is a concentration camp 
that looks like it could be up and running in 
24 hours. From the moment we entered to 
the moment we left, everyone was     
speechless. We walked through the bunks, 
gas chambers, and the crematorium. We 
stood in front of the ashes of our Jewish 
people in astonishment that these acts of 
hate could be committed by others. In my 
opinion it was the hardest place we had to 
visit.  

      The first Shabbat of the trip in Krakow 
could not have been any better. After a week 
of sadness the group had time together to 
celebrate Shabbat and just chill.                  
Unfortunately, we were in the worst hotel we 
had been to in Poland.  The A/C didn't work, 
the rooms were cramped, but somehow   
everyone still seemed to love it. It was the 
first time we all were able to bond. Shabbat 
ended with a Jewish music festival, easily the 
best part of Poland. We did Havdalah in the 
street and a large part of the crowd turned 
towards us and watched as we ushered in the 
new week which would include flying to   
Israel.  
     When we got on the plane to Israel you 
could just feel that everyone was super     
excited to go. It was a three hour flight but it 
felt like 30 minutes. Time flies when you're 
having fun. When we got off the plane our 
Israeli staff was skipping and jumping for joy. 
When we left the airport we kissed the 
ground and the sandy warm stone felt great 
on our lips. The first stop of our trip was this 
humongous windmill right in the middle of 
Jerusalem. We split a giant challah as a treat 
for being in Israel.  
     The first week of our experience,  we    
visited the different groups of people who live 
in Israel, including the Druze and Baha'i. We 
visited the Druze village and learned how 
their lives are focused on loving the land and 
fighting for it. The Baha'i are dedicated to 

Summer in Israel:   
Deepening Connections By Spencer Geardino 

Dome at Majdanek memorial site 
 holds ashes of prisoners   

tending to the land.  We got to visit the 
Baha'i Gardens which were the most      
beautiful I've ever seen. We stayed on the 
Kinneret which was also breathtaking. 
      The next week we toured Eilat.  We went 
snorkeling, visited an alpaca farm, and sailed 
on a disco boat. The most memorable part 
of the week though was staying in the    
Negev Desert. Some of us were afraid of 
possibly coming across a scorpion or fox but 
when we started cooking everyone calmed 
down and learned to love the experience. 
We sang around the campfire and went 
stargazing. It ended up being my favorite 
experience of the whole trip.  
      When the trip was coming to a close I did 
not expect to be as emotional as I was. The 
trip made me love Israel and made me gain 
a confidence in Jewish teens that we are 
fulfilling the legacy of our ancestors who 
died for the Jewish religion. We are the 
chosen people and going to Israel made me 
realize that.  I am grateful to the Susy 
Schwartz Memorial Fund for helping make 
this trip possible for me. 

Our Hebrew Chug is off to a wonderful start.  If you 
want to practice your Hebrew, please join us every other Tuesday at 7:30 pm in the Library.  No 
preparation is  necessary, but feel free to bring something to share or discuss.   
 If you’re looking for something to do in the middle of winter on Sunday afternoon look no further 
than the demo and tastings.     Dalia from The Orchid restaurant will be showing us how to make 
some delicious food and then we will taste it.  Recipes will be provided.  The winter mini-series will be 
on the last Sundays of January, February and March at 3:00 pm.  January 28 will be Sumptuous      
Salads, February 25 is Dazzling Dips, and March 25 is Healthy Charoset.  The cost for all three     
programs is $18.  A single program is $8.00.    
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N eve Shalom continues to  support the 
efforts of Jewish Family  Service of     

Middlesex    County to help the needy by 
collecting food for the  Kosher Food Pantry.  
Food   donations may be left at the           
synagogue in the closet near the stairs next 
to the stage. Going forward, USY will be     
collecting a different item each month to be   donated. Please 
watch Neve Now! for more information. Thank you for       
supporting these efforts!  
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We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

Barry Miller Fund 
In Honor of ........................................From 
Bar mitzvah of your grandson  
Brian Schuetz and the bat mitzvah 
 of your granddaughter  
Samantha Rabinowitz ......................... The Schildkrauts 
 

Community Kiddush Fund 
In Honor of ........................................From 
Rosalie Green, on the bat mitzvah 
 of her granddaughter ......................... Martin and Judith Slutzky 
My 60th birthday ................................ Karen Weinstein 
Judy and Marty Slutzky. 
your new granddaughter .................... Rosalie Green 
Samantha's bat mitzvah ...................... Rosalie Green 
Esther Lechman................................... Morris and Yetta Gelber 
 

Friends of Neve Shalom Nursery School Fund 
In Honor of ........................................From 
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum, 
Sam's first steps and to a lifetime  
filled with beautiful firsts!!!  ............... The Schulman Family 
 

Neve Shalom Nursery School Fund 
In Honor of ........................................From 
 ............................................................ Sharon Barth 
Joseph Rabinowitz,  
father of Carol Hacker ......................... Carol and Peter Hacker 
Evelyn Hacker,  
mother of Peter Hacker ...................... Carol and Peter Hacker 
 

Gershon Robinson Music & Art/Turtletaub Library Fund 
In Memory of ....................................From 
Ida Hodes ............................................ Frances Schonberger 
Herman Schonberger .......................... Frances Schonberger 
Lawrence Gelber ................................. Leonard and Arlene Smith 
 

Max Roller Library Fund 
In Memory of ....................................From 
George Jacobs ..................................... Sheila Fay Jacobs 
George Jacobs ..................................... Melissa Jacobs 
Yahrzeit ............................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien 
 

Ner Tamid Fund 
In Memory of ....................................From 
Dave Rubin, my husband .................... Alma Rubin 
Milton Grossman  
and Evelyn Grossman .......................... Beatrice Grossman 
Abraham Janoer .................................. Beatrice Robin 
Michael Robin ..................................... Beatrice Robin 
Emil Kalfus, our brother and father ..... Bernard and Richard Kalfus 
Esther Kalfus, beloved  
sister-in-law and mother ..................... Bernard and Richard Kalfus 
Minnie Dultz ........................................ Davene Dultz 
Donna Kibbel's unveiling ..................... David L. Kibbel 
Lawrence Gelber ................................. Edna Sherber 
Yahrzeit ............................................... Edward and Marian Szteinbaum 
Emanuel Neugroschel, my father ........ Eric Neugroschel 
Max Glick ............................................ Gerald and Elaine Glick 
My beloved Mom ................................ Gladys Leibowitz 
Yahrzeit ............................................... Howard and Marian Kaufman 
Yahrzeit ............................................... Jerome and Marilyn Bergman 
Lawrence Gelber ................................. Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern 
Hannah Lehrhaupt .............................. Judith Spiegel 
Sophie Schreiber ................................. Philip Schreiber 
Evelyn Gietter...................................... Sharon and Elliott Ludwin 
Samuel Rand ....................................... Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal 
Bennett Greenhouse ........................... Stephan and Beverly Perry 
Leon Greenhouse ................................ Stephan and Beverly Perry 

Ner Tamid Fund 
In Memory of .................................... From 
Lawrence Gelber ................................. The Schildkrauts 
Yahrzeit ............................................... Walter Newman 
 

Neve Shalom Blood Drive in Memory of Michael Allan Thompson Fund 
In Memory of .................................... From 
Lawrence Gelber ................................. Edward Thompson and Rita Gordon 
Yahrzeit ............................................... Edward Thompson 
 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In Honor of ....................................... From 
Judy and Marty Slutzky,  
your new grandchild ........................... Jerry and Rhoda Grossman 
Barbara Cohen and Robert Levin, 
mazel tov on the birth of your  
new grandson Connor Riley ................ Reuven and Nancy J. Kaswin 
In Memory of .................................... From 
Lawrence Gelber ................................. Beatrice Grossman 
Yahrzeit ............................................... Benjamin and Gladys Leibowitz 
Lawrence Gelber ................................. Flora Cowen 
Jerome Engel ....................................... Gloria Engel 
Edwin Slurzberg .................................. Joyce and Irwin Slurzberg 
Pearl Faber .......................................... Joyce and Irwin Slurzberg 
Andrea Feld, beloved step-daughter ... Lena Feld 
Franklin Feld, beloved husband .......... Lena Feld 
Paul Friedel, beloved son .................... Lena Feld 
George Moskowitz .............................. Martin and Marilyn Tessler 
Celia Wolman ...................................... Robert and Sandra Moss 
Kate Butler, my mother ....................... Rose Kaufman 
Simon Schoenbrun, my father............. Ruth Candeub 
 

Simon & Yvonne Hayat Adult Education Fund 
In Honor of ....................................... From 
Gilbert and Claudie Hayat, 
your daughter's engagement .............. Robert and Carole Kussner 
 

Tikkun Olam Fund  
In Honor of ....................................... From 
David Lemerman, chosen as  
the Chatan Torah ................................ Martin and Judith Slutzky 
In Memory of .................................... From 
Marcia Lovas ....................................... Flora Cowen 
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HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 
14 Tevet  1/1/2018 Alex Kimelman Grandfather of Sara Emmer 
    Joseph Rosenfield Grandfather of Mark Rosenfield 
    Ernest Bokor Father of Ronit Thor 
    Bette Neugroschel Wife of Eric Neugroschel 
    Ray Schluger Aunt of Carol Hacker 
15 Tevet 1/2/2018 Marcia Lerner Mother of Lea Lanton 
16 Tevet 1/3/2018 Fannie Lehrhaupt Grandmother of Sandra Fields and Judith Spiegel 
    Irene Steinhardt Mother of Ralph Steinhardt 
    Reva Rudick Cordero Mother of Barbara Du-Bois 
    Elsie Weinstein Mother of Edward Weinstein 
17 Tevet 1/4/2018 Magdolna Salamon Mother of Cathlin Salamon 
    Rebecca Subotke Brodsky Mother of Benna Brodsky 
    Ronee Israel Mother of Jamie Israel 
18 Tevet 1/5/2018 Yetta Bergman Mother of Jerome Bergman 
    Judith Lefkowitz Mother of Lewis Lefkowitz 
    Joan Krane  Wife of Sidney Krane 
    Abraham Heller Brother of Morris Heller 
    Molly Freeman Mother of Roberta Miller 
    Carol Grubman Mother of Ira Grubman 
19 Tevet 1/6/2018 Fred Kanar  Father of Bernard Kanar 
    Esther Bloom Mother  of Alfred Bloom 
    Harold William Simon Brother of Murray Simon 
20 Tevet 1/7/2018 Miriam Haber Stepmother of Melissa Boxer 
    Bertha Augstein Grandmother of Cathlin Salamon 
21 Tevet 1/8/2018 Annie Zigman Mother of Rena Mullin 
    David Butler Brother  of Rose Kaufman 
    Essie Arenofsky Mother of Rita Gordon 
    Herman Tessler Father of Martin Tessler 
23 Tevet 1/10/2018 Miriam Frank Mother of Renee Frank 
24 Tevet 1/11/2018 Daniel Ader Son of Steven and Linda Ader 
    Philip Borack Father of Alan Borack 
    Seymour Heller Father of Marc Heller 
25 Tevet 1/12/2018 Dr. Harry Kaufman Father-in-Law of Rose Kaufman 
    Jerome Loshin Father of Andrea Colby 
26 Tevet 1/13/2018 Leonard Preminger Father of Amy Artman 
27 Tevet 1/14/2018 Ella Kaufman Mother-in-Law of Rose Kaufman 
    Aaron Schreiber Father of Philip Schreiber 
    Edna Johnson Mother of Christine Becker 
28 Tevet  1/15/2018 Daniel Emmer Brother of Kenneth Emmer 
29 Tevet 1/16/2018 Rae Clare  Mother of Robert Clare 
1 Shevat 1/17/2018 Harriet Susan Schwartz Sister of Marilyn Stone 
    Suzanne Gross Mother of Stephan Gross 
    Nathan Rubinstein Father of Marvin Rubinstein 
2 Shevat 1/18/2018 Sarah Wernik Grandmother of Donald Wernik and Charlotte Sheratsky 
    Jacob Hacker Father of Peter and Martin Hacker 
    Ellison Scheck Grandfather of Mindy Osterman 
    Luna Perlman Sister of Michael Kesler 
    Alan Szuran Father of Marci Pinkowitz 
3 Shevat 1/19/2018 Florence Zelizer Mother of Gerald Zelizer 
    Jack Romm Father of Martin Romm 
    Golda Winn Grandmother of Adam and Paul Glinn 
4 Shevat 1/20/2018 Abraham Saruya Father-in-Law of Miriam Saruya 
5 Shevat 1/21/2018 Miriam Perlmutter Grandmother of Barbara Parkoff 
6 Shevat 1/22/2018 Zorach Duke Father of Seymour Tabak 
    Louis S. Goldberg Father of Edna Sherber 
    Elaine Mesnick Mother of Susan Gilbert 
    Murray Keller Father of Malvin Keller 
7 Shevat 1/23/2018 Sarah Koflowitz Mother of Marilyn Bergman 
    Freda Falk  Grandmother of Richard Bullock 
    William Kuznetzoff Father of Sidney Krane 
    Albert Mullin Husband of Rena Mullin 
8 Shevat 1/24/2018 Paul Kussner Father of Robert Kussner 
9 Shevat 1/25/2018 Minnie Stacy Aunt of Ronald Becker 
    Freda Clarkson Mother of Charles Clarkson 

Yahrzeits for January 2017 
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Yahrzeits for January 2017 
HEBREW DATE ENGLISH DATE DECEASED’S NAME MOURNER 
10 Shevat 1/26/2018 Joseph Fox  Father of Susan Vonsover 
    Mae Sachs  Grandmother of Beverly Perry 
11 Shevat 1/27/2018 Ruth Schonberger Sister-in-law of Frances Schonberger 
    Ida Wernik  Mother of Donald Wernik and Charlotte Sheratsky,  
    Grandmother of Mark Sheratsky and Ellen Schimmel 
    Stanley Cohen Father of Francine Pasmanik 
12 Shevat 1/28/2018 Abraham Wernik Father of Charlotte Sheratsky and Grandfather of 
     Mark Sheratsky and Ellen Schimmel 
    Paul Butler  Brother of Rose Kaufman 
14 Shevat 1/30/2018 Morris Gary Father of Herbert Gary 
    Evelyn H. Lemerman Mother of David  Lemerman 
15 Shevat 1/31/2018 Edward Hecht Father of Sharon Zlotnick 
    Mollie R. Ginsburg Mother of Marcia Horn 
    Shirley Silver Mother of Marlene Strauss 
    Albert Schrob Father of Donna Wink 
    Ethel Cicchino Mother of William Cicchino 

(Continued from page 8) 

accommodated a wide variety of dietary needs, set up a defined space with 
child friendly food and used rugs and toys to create another space for pre-
school aged children and their families.  In this aging community, the active 
participation of these young families has been beneficial for them and   
inspirational for the long-time members who report that they have not seen 
this kind of energy for years.   
 And finally, Jacci and her committee searched the internet and found a 
three column Kabbalat Shabbat Siddur complete with the entire service in 
Hebrew and English and containing a full transliteration as well.  They    
secured permission for us to print up and bind copies so that we are able to 
offer a fully halachic service that is enjoyable, participatory and accessible 
to all.  
 Jacci used similar methods to assemble our Learning Enhancement 
Task Force to look at the synagogue’s educational program.  Together with 
a co-chair who has been very active with USCJ Youth Commission, she   
assembled a high powered and representative committee and led us 
through presentations of her extensive research about different educational 
models that are being utilized by forward-thinking Jewish communities.  She 
then organized and helped the committee to conduct a process of         
structured discussions within our own community.  Finally, she and other 
volunteers shouldered the responsibility to lead a search process as we 
sought our new educational director. 
 And the list goes on.  Jacci was the primary driver of a program book 
that presents our entire programming year in a clear and attractive format.  
We distributed this booklet during the High Holy Days and we use it as a 
recruitment tool all year long.   
 Jacci was the driving force and ultimately the author of most of our 
new membership form and our High Holy Day ticket/Synagogue Registration 
packet, helping us to present ourselves in ways that are both more         
welcoming to all and also more coherent and professional.  She and her 
husband even produced the new folders in which we place our membership 
materials, using photographs of the synagogue that they have taken and 
laying them out in an attractive and inviting format. 
 And Jacci, in more informal ways, has created a community among our 
preschool families, inviting them to her family’s sukkah and inviting other 
mothers to occasional breakfasts after drop-off.  She has, almost single 
handedly brought many of them into greater engagement with the         
synagogue and helped to breathe new life into our Preschool Committee.   
 Watching Jacci rise to challenge after challenge and meet need after 
need of this community has been nothing short of invigorating.   She has 
contributed immeasurably to the successes of this kehillah and I have come 
to value her wisdom and insights immeasurably.   

Membership Memo 
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THE MIDDLESEX MEDICAL GROUP 

Richard  B. Bullock, M.D., F.A.C.P. 
Diplomate  American Board of Internal Medicine and Geriatrics 

Darshana Tawde, M.D., F.A.C.P. 
Diplomate  American Board of Internal Medicine  

Anne Alliegro, RN, ANP-C 
Nurse Practitioner  

Jennifer E. Wiseman, RN, ANP-C 
Nurse Practitioner  

 

 225 May St., Suite E, Edison 
 

732-661-2020 
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10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 
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Neve Shalom 

Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 
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