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By Gerald Zelizer

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin

A

bout a year ago, I shared a Hasidic
parable in these pages. I related the
teaching of Rabbi Avraham Yaakov of
Sadigora who teaches us that everything in
the world, even inanimate objects, has a
lesson to teach us.
His students,
incredulous, ask their teacher for some
examples.
“What can we learn from a train?” they
ask.
“Ah, from the train we learn that
because of a single moment, you might miss
something that you desperately need.”
Another asks, “And from the
telegraph?”
“The telegraph teaches us that every
word is counted, and every word has a cost.”
And finally, an intrigued young scholar
asks, “What about the telephone?”
“The telephone shows us that what we
say in one place can be heard even from
great distances.”
I was thinking about the story again as I
listened to a podcast containing the address
that Rabbi Bradley Artson, the dean who
ordained me from the Ziegler School for
Rabbinic Studies, delivered at last year’s
Rabbinical Assembly Convention.
I loved the fact that this was a podcast
which illustrated the important lesson that
we can learn from the very existence of
podcasts.
Rabbi Artson’s shiur, or discourse, was
an optimistic view of the future of
Conservative Judaism, but it was a realistic
one as well. He argued that our movement
has all of the tools that we need to remain
compelling and vibrant and successful, but
only if we can take a new look at the Jewish

community and how we interact with the
larger society in which we find ourselves.
He began by reflecting on the fact that
he hasn’t heard a radio commercial in years. .
. because he hasn’t listened to a commercial
radio broadcast in a very long time. He
pointed out that he grew up tuning to
particular stations when he wanted to hear a
specific genre of music. But even with the
profusion of stations on the dial, you could
still only listen to the songs that were being
broadcast at that moment.
Times have changed. We now live in a
world in which streaming services provide
each of us with instant access to practically
anything we want to hear. We don’t have to
wait for a disc jockey to select our favorite
song and if we don’t want to listen to music,
we can select a podcast about religion,
politics, entertainment, business or anything
else in the world that we find interesting.
He suggested that synagogues are still
operating on a broadcast radio model. We
offer one program at any one time and we
expect anyone with any interest to come and
participate not only once, but also to come
back regularly and to forgo looking elsewhere
at any of the unlimited number of other
options that vie for people’s attentions.
Instead, he challenged us to change our
paradigm to that of the podcast and to
provide opportunities of such high quality
that they can survive among the limitless
choices that that any individual faces when
he or she decides how to allocate their time.
Additionally, instead of measuring our
success by whether or not we can convince
people to select our synagogue as their only
source of spiritual, intellectual and/or

communal engagement, can we take
pride in becoming
one of their favored
and
reliable
sources of everything that Judaism
has to offer.
Rabbi Artson’s observations free us from
the trap of feeling defeated by our inability to
return to an age of limited choice, in which
Jewish involvement was limited to a single or
even a very small number of local institutions,
each offering only one avenue of Jewish
involvement at a time. Instead, he invites to
dream about providing compelling prayer,
study,
tikkun
olam
and
communal
opportunities that can draw from a larger
group of spiritual and intellectual and
communal seekers and can place us in dialog
with all of the other interesting opportunities
that exist anywhere in our geographic area, or
even in the world.
To add a contemporary coda to the
Hasidic story above: when I look to my rabbi
to learn the lessons offered by the existence
and popularity of podcasts, he helps me to see
that podcasts teach that Conservative
synagogues need to stop thinking about what
we want to offer and start thinking instead
about what the Jews around us will find
valuable. And, perhaps equally importantly,
we have to give up the conception that
success means that the Jews in our community
will partake in what we offer to the exclusion
of what is available elsewhere. That moment
has passed. We need instead to support the
mission of becoming one of a small number of
trusted and preferred sources of meaningful
Jewish involvement.
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“Welcome to America” Concert

O

n Sunday, December 2 Neve Shalom will host a very
special program. To show support for some in our
community who have immigrated to the United States, we
will gather for an afternoon of music, costumes and foods.
The program starts at 3:00 pm with the Mercaz Jewish
Choir performing songs in Hebrew and Yiddish written by
Jewish immigrants or their children, some of whom wrote
for Broadway but still remain connected to their Jewish
roots. Composers include Kurt Weill, Leonard Bernstein,
Joseph Rumshinsky, Irving Berlin, Maury Yeston and
others.
An Indonesian percussion group, playing “Kalingtan” instruments will perform songs
from their culture. The Edison Chinese Choir and Orchestra, over 80 performers, will sing in
many languages, display traditional Chinese costumes and dances and enthrall us with their
musicianship.
Neve Shalom children will be performing some Chanukah songs and lighting the first
candle of the menorah since that evening is Chanukah. All of the performers will gather for
an unforgettable finale.
Following the concert, for an additional fee, we will be serving a Kosher Chinese meat
dinner catered by Chinese Kosher Express of Manalapan. Concert tickets are $10 each and
dinner reservations are $12 per person. They must be made by Monday, November 26.
Proceeds from the evening will help area immigrants through the Interfaith RISE
organization. A free-will offering will be collected during the program.
Contact Hazzan Levin 732-548-2238, ext. 14 or Hazzan@NeveShalom.net for more
info.

2019 Dates:
January 18
February 22
March 15
Open Oneg:
May 11 – location TBA

In Memoriam
Madeline (Lynne) Schlitt,
mother of Ira Schlitt
Betty Helfman,
mother of Richard Helfman

Sign Up to Be a HOST and Get Involved!
Whether you serve chicken or pizza, by lighting candles, saying the three brachot, and
having a table filled with friends and family, you are separating the week from Shabbat, and
showing your families the importance of this sacred time together and helping our Neve
community grow closer together.
Once you sign up, you’ll be provided with all the tools you need to pull off the dinner,
including a challah and a challah roll, a set of candles, a brochure with the three blessings,
conversation starter cards and some recipes. Ask any of the hosts, this is a most rewarding
experience, whether it’s your first time or you celebrate Shabbat every week.
To sign up, email us at guesswhosneve@gmail.com or call us at
908-510-4005 (Jennifer Bullock) or 732-742-8613 (Julie Hersch).
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From the Synagogue President

R

By Debbie Schildkraut

 Chaim Bialik, Poet of Hebrew – Ukrainian, his poetry written in

uth Candeub is a remarkable woman. She is a very
reserved and modest, long-time member of Neve Shalom.
During a time when it was difficult for women to have
prominent positions in the workforce, it didn't stop Ruth
from taking on significant job roles in international economics and
finance, in government relations while living in Washington, DC, and
working for awhile at Merck and the pharmaceutical
arena.
Eventually, she switched careers and became a beloved
English teacher in the Edison school district for many years. While
Ruth seems quiet and reserved, don't let her calm and peaceful
demeanor fool you into thinking she's a complacent bystander. Ruth
is extremely knowledgeable on a broad variety of topics, and she has
very strong and passionate feelings and insights that she's very willing
to share, especially when it comes to Jewish rights and moral and
civic responsibilities. She has wonderful integrity and eloquently
shares her perspectives in a sophisticated and thoughtful way.
When reaching a recent birthday milestone, Ruth wanted to do
something meaningful for the synagogue. One of the things she did
was donate a new collection of books (22 in fact) for the Neve Shalom
Library.
These books were carefully selected for our synagogue library. In
Ruth's words: "They are all bios of people whose values, virtues, and
accomplishments should be recognized by everyone, particularly
young people who will carry on the Jewish tradition. In addition to a
few individuals from the Bible, there are the names of a few
important to the creation of Israel, as well as names of people who
contributed to a better life in Europe and the United States in the
fields of science, literature, philanthropy, and politics. There are
many other important figures in Jewish history, of course. Reading
these books may whet the appetite for young people to discover
more about Jewish people who made a mark in this life." Please see
the office if you wish to borrow any of the books. Sincerest thanks to
Ruth for her generosity and thoughtfulness!

Modern Hebrew conveys the problems of the Jews. (19th/20th
century)
 Benjamin Disraeli, The Novel Politician - British statesman, twice

served as prime minister of the United Kingdom. First person of an
ethnic minority to hold this great office. Played a major role in the
creation of the modern Conservative Party in the U.K.
 Leon Blum, three times Prime Minister of France, Socialist/Zionist;

influenced by the Dreyfus Affair (19th/20th century)
 Franz Kafka, The Poet of Shame and Guilt, major figure in 29th

century literature.
century).

Born in Prague, Czechoslovakia (19th/20th

 Marcel Proust, French novelist – The Search, In Search of Lost

Time, Swann’s Way. (19th/20th century).
 Primo Levi, The Matter of Life – Italian-Jewish chemist, writer,

holocaust survivor; author of Survival in Auschwitz and The
Periodic Table. The Royal Institution of Great Britain voted the
latter book the best science book ever written.
 Sigmund Freud, Becoming Freud: The Making of a Psychoanalyst,

Austrian neurologist, founder of psychoanalysis (19th/20th
century).
 Leon Trotsky, A Revolutionary’s Life, Marxist theorist, leader in

Russia’s October Revolution in 1917. (19th/20th century)
United States:
 Julius Rosenwald, Repairing the World; businessman and
philanthropist; part owner of Sears Roebuck & Co. Gave millions
to support the education of African Americans in the rural South.
(19th/20th century)
 Louis Brandeis, American Prophet; first Jewish justice appointed to

the Supreme Court. Born in Louisville, Kentucky, to Jewish
immigrant parents from Bohemia. He said, “Most of the things
worth doing in the world had been declared impossible before
they were done.”

The Biblical Period:
Moses (A Human Life), Jacob (Unexpected Patriarch), David (The
Divided Heart), Solomon (The Lure of Wisdom), and Rabbi Akiva, Sage
of the Talmud. The stories in these books will share the lives of
important persons of ancient times and make them “come to life.”

 Albert Einstein, His Space and Times, born in Ulm, Germany, died

in Princeton, NJ; developed his theory of relativity, which
revolutionized the study of gravity, space, and time. Felt his
relationship to the Jewish people “his strongest human bond.”

Israel:
 Ze’ev Jabotinsky, (A Life) Russian-Jewish Revisionist Zionist leader,
author, poet, orator, soldier and founder of the Jewish SelfDefense Organization in Odessa. Co-founded the Jewish Legion of
the British army in World War I; established Irgun which was later
absorbed into the IDF in 1948. (19th/20th century)

 Peggy Guggenheim, The Shock of the Modern; art collector,

smuggled many important art works out of France in order to save
them from confiscation by the Nazis. She experienced several
instances of discrimination simply because she was Jewish. The
Guggenheim Museum in New York. (20th century).

 David Ben-Gurion, Father of Modern Israel, primary founder of

Israel, first prime minister. He said, “In Israel, in order to be a
realist, you must believe in miracles.” (19th/20th century)

 Warner Brothers: The Making of an American Movie Studio; the

Warner brothers were immigrants from Poland. (20th century)

 Rav Kook, Mystic in a Time of Revolution, Orthodox rabbi, the first

Ashkenazi chief rabbi of British Mandatory Palestine. (19th/20th
century)
Europe:
 Moses Mendelssohn, Sage of Modernity – German philosopher
(18th/19th century)
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Synagogue Director’s Greeting

I

am writing this the night after the huge outpouring of solidarity and
support at Neve Shalom, following the massacre at the Etz Chaim
synagogue in Pittsburgh the day before, on Shabbat.
It was incredible to witness the hundreds of people who were
moved to come to our synagogue for one reason – to bond with
friends as well as “strangers” and for one purpose and goal: to say
“No” to hate and “No” to bigotry and to say “Yes”, we will stand
together in solidarity with victims of hate, wherever the hate rears its
ugly head.
The speakers – elected officials led by the example of Governor
Phil Murphy, and clergy, led by Rabbi Rosin – one after another
echoed the truths and the values which all decent individuals believe
in.
I was deeply saddened by the need to come together but I felt a
deep sense of pride that Neve Shalom, and our President, Debbie
Schildkraut led our congregation in taking the initiative to organize
this heartfelt and moving vigil - within hours of the horrific shooting.
I pray and hope that we won’t need to show this kind of support

By Marge Wise

ever again but it is a tribute to this
congregation that it mobilized
literally overnight, and showed the
depth of caring which our
community does so well – kol Yisrael arayvim zeh ba’zeh – all of us
are responsible one for the other.
I’ve spoken with
Debbie,
with Stu Mantel and with others
who’ve been involved in security
concerns for Neve and I will be meeting with Lt. Flaherty and other
officers of the Metuchen PD about training and lockdown, active
shooter drills and evacuation training. Neve Shalom is in the forefront
of preparedness and proactivity. May these measures be seamless to
execute, but may we never need to practice them in real-life
situations. May we always stand united when everything we hold dear
is threatened and when we need each other the most.

Nursery School
News

Adult Ed News

By Martha Mack, Director

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

“Oh Chanukah, oh Chanukah, come light the menorah!” The Nursery
School can’t wait to celebrate this favorite Jewish holiday with all of
their friends and families on Wednesday, December 5 at 12 noon! We
will have special entertainment by Yosi, a Jewish early childhood
singer/songwriter who will get everyone on their feet, singing and
dancing to their favorite Chanukah songs. We also look forward to
enjoying yummy latkes with applesauce and soufganiot (jelly donuts)
…..and we will spin, spin, spin our dreidels to earn chocolate gelt!
Neve Shalom Nursery School is once again undergoing the
process required to achieve NAEYC (National Association for the
Education of Young Children) re-accreditation. For those of you who
are unaware, being NAEYC accredited is akin to earning the Good
Housekeeping Seal of Approval and elevates us above other child care
centers that are licensed by the State of NJ. Locally, there are other
NAEYC accredited preschools but we are the only NAEYC accredited
preschool that provides a foundation in Jewish Education in the
Edison/Metuchen area.
Neve Shalom Nursery School first became accredited in 2003,
and this is our fourth time going through the process (it happens
every five years.) In the old days, we were a small Nursery School
operating from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm with three grade levels, a 2-1/2
year old class, 3 year old class, and a 4 year old class. Now we have
blossomed into a full day Nursery School and Kindergarten, with
hours from 7:30 am to 6:00 pm, that also includes a full day
Kindergarten and Kindergarten Wrap class. Over the course of this
year we will provide NAEYC with volumes of documentation on every
aspect of the Nursery School and they will visit for a day of
observation and evaluation at some point in the spring. We promise
to keep everyone posted on the outcome!

Women and the Garment Industry:
Friday, December 14 following 7:30 pm Services
Ethel Brooks (pictured) is an Associate
Professor in Women's/Gender Studies
and Sociology at Rutgers University.
She has conducted research on a host
of sites around the world including in
London, Istanbul, Fall River, San
Salvador, Dhaka and York City. Brooks
is the author of Unraveling the
Garment Industry: Transnational
Organizing and Women’s Work (University of Minnesota Press,
2007) which received the award for Outstanding Book for 2010
from the Society for the Study of Social Problems. She is the
co-editor of the special issue of WSQ on "Activisms," and has
contributed articles to a number of academic journals, including
Nevi Sara Kali and International Working Class History, as well as
book chapters in Sweatshop USA: The American Sweatshop in
Historical and Global Perspective, Eds. Daniel A Bender and Richard
Greenwald, (Routledge, 2003) and Sociology Confronts the
Holocaust: Memories and Identities in Jewish Diasporas, Eds. Judith
Gerson and Diane L. Wolf (Duke University Press, 2007).
We hope you can join us for an informative and fascinating
talk and discussion on Friday night, December 14 after the 7:30 pm
service.
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Hebrew School
News

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for
chanting Torah during the month of October.
T=Teen, JR=Junior

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

N

eve Shalom has made some Hebrew School administrative
changes we think will ensure as fine a program as possible for our
children and families. Judy Slutzky will continue as the Interim Principal
handling daily issues such as attendance, behavior, payroll and many
other duties. She has been and continues to, work very hard for our
children and is working closely with the Hazzan to bring the right
Jewish content into our classes.
As of this past October, Hazzan Levin has
resumed the role of Educational Director, planning
major programs, curricula, goals, communications
with parents and similar tasks. We welcome a new
staff member, Miriam Dobin, (pictured, right) who
will be planning some programs, helping run the
Hebrew High and teaching some classes. Feel free to
contact Judy Slutzky 732-548-2238, ext. 13 or
Hazzan at ext. 14 with any questions or concerns.
Sunday, December 2 at 3:00 pm
There will be a concert welcoming
immigrants to our community and
raising money to help struggling
immigrants in Central NJ. The Edison
Chinese Choir and Orchestra will share
music and costumes from around the
world. The Indonesian percussion
ensemble will play their beautiful music. Mercaz Jewish Choir will sing
Jewish music by immigrants or children of immigrants. Our Hebrew
School children will sing some Chanukah songs and light the first
candle. Chanukah starts that evening. A kosher Chinese dinner will be
available for a small additional fee.
Friday, December 7: 6:00 pm Dinner, 7:30 pm Service
We encourage as many Hebrew School families as possible to come for
the wonderful, catered Community Shabbat dinner (special foods for
kids is available). We hope as many Hebrew School children as possible
will stay or come just for the 7:30 pm service. Hebrew School students
will lead many of the prayers. Teens and pre-schoolers will lead some
prayers as well.
Sunday, December 9 at 9:00 am
We invite all of the children (during Hebrew School) and as many
parents as possible to join us for special Chanukah games, crafts,
stories, and hands-on activities. The 6th grade will chant Torah for
Chanukah that morning (from the actual Torah) using skills they have
been learning in Trop class. We know everyone will have a fun
Chanukah morning.
Saturday, December 15 at 5:30 pm
Havdalah is a short ceremony to mark the end of Shabbat. A film
viewing will follow. More information will soon follow with the details
of this fun family evening.
Tuesday, December 25 at 9:45 am
The Men’s Club will host a breakfast and have fun activities for families
and kids.
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Torah Readers
Jake Bullock ....................... 4
Lawrence Dombrow .......... 11
Eric Goldman ..................... 2
Rosalie Green .................... 5
Fred Gross ......................... 1
Sam Gross .......................... T1
Seiler Gross ........................ T1
Rebecca Isler ..................... T2
Miriam Kafker .................... 1
Maya Kushner ................... T1
Francine Lipschutz ............. T2
Audrey Napchen ................ 1
Karen Newman .................. 1
Aron Richman .................... 15
Mark Rosenfield ................ 4
Michele Rosenfield ............ 6
Debbie Schildkraut ............ 1
Adam Schlitt ...................... 1
Steven Schneider ............... 1
Jeff Schulman .................... 2

Stacey Sern ........................ 12
Murray Simon.................... 1
Martin Slutzky ................... 1
Barbara Spack.................... 1
Lisa Spiegel ........................ 1
Alan Stern .......................... 1
David Yellin ........................ 18
Haftarah Readers
Herb Gary
Bruce Greenberg
Sam Gross.......................... T
Seiler Gross........................ T
Jonathan Hersch
Rebecca Isler ..................... T
Francine Lipschutz ............. T
Stacey Sern
Ashrei
Elias Mazur ........................ JR
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Jews and Chocolate: A Love Affair

M

ore than four thousand years ago, a member of an early
Amazonian civilization plucked a large seed/bean off a cacao
tree, tasted it, and said “this is awful.” But since there was an
abundance of it, local inhabitants did not want to give up on this
potential food source. Around 1900 BC, someone discovered the
idea of fermenting the beans to form an alcoholic beverage which
improved the taste. They then added chilies and spices to the mixture
to enhance the flavor. Although cultivation was not easy (the trees
are over twenty feet high), drinks made with cocoa and cocoa
powder became part of the culture of these people. By the time the
Spanish invaded in the 14th century, cocoa was being used as
currency.
Before I get deeper into its history, I should note that cocoa and
chocolate are different, although both come from the cacao bean.
Cocoa is the powdery substance remaining after the cacao bean is
processed and the cocoa butter is removed. Chocolate is the
processed cocoa powder with cocoa butter.
Because the cocoa tree is indigenous to Mesoamerica,
Europeans did not know about it until Columbus sailed to the “New
World,” although it did not become widely known until the explorer/
conquistador Hernan Cortes introduced it to the Spanish court. You
can argue that Jews had their part in chocolate from the very start
(from a European perspective), since it is alleged that Columbus may
have been Jewish, and some of the members of his crew were.
However, at first, the Europeans found the beans, and even the
beverage, to have an unpleasant taste. At first, the cocoa was used in
Spain as a medicine (they believed the bitterness would help stomach
illnesses). They subsequently began sweetening it with honey and
sugar, which greatly increased its taste, and became a favorite
beverage of the upper class in Spain. David and Rafael Mercado, two
Jewish brothers and inventors, help invent one of the early
machines/mills to process sugar in Barbados in the latter half of the
17th century.
Cocoa had begun to be processed in South America. The first
“modern” cocoa processing plant was set up by Benjamin d’Acosta
de Andrade, a Portuguese Morano (secret Jew) in Brazil (where he
openly practiced his Judaism). However, when the Portuguese
retook the country, d’Acosta moved to Martinique (to escape the
Inquisition), and began a thriving cocoa trade. When the French
occupants became jealous of the Jewish traders, they passed the
“Black Code,” which expelled all Jews from the Island. They then
moved to Curacao and Jamaica where they continued their chocolate
and cocoa trade.
It would be easy to just state that the sweetened cocoa began to
spread throughout Europe. However, it is a bit more detailed than
that, and it was Jews, by necessity, that spread the delicacy first into
France, and most likely due to Jewish traders. Although Jews still
had to hide their religious identity in France (they were deemed
“New Christians”), they brought their love of chocolate as well as
their skills and connections with other Jews (many secret) in the
cocoa trade, to their new country. Although they had converted in
order to live there, they were still treated as second-class citizens,
and not many jobs were open to them. One of these few industries

By Chef Lon

was, you guessed it, the chocolate business. However, that did not last
very long. Hot chocolate, being an ethnic drink of the Jews was
frowned upon by the French Church, who deemed the drinks as the
“beverage of Satan,” and discouraged Christians from drinking the
brew. A few decades later the French guilds coerced the government
into stopping Jews from working in the chocolate business. When the
restriction was repealed in 1767, Jews quickly went back into the
trade, especially in Bayonne. No, not Bayonne, New Jersey; Bayonne,
France, a city just north of the north-western border with Spain. By
1854, Bayonne became the chocolate capital of the world, and home
to 34 companies selling chocolate.
Chocolate, of course, made its way back across the Atlantic, and
became popular in the colonies. This was due to, in part, because of
the Gomez and Lopez families (both Jewish), the two largest importers
and exporters of cocoa in the region.
Although Jews and chocolate had a long-intertwined history, it did
not become part of a holiday celebration until 18 th century, when
chocolate gelt (chocolate coins) were given as gifts during Chanukah.
This was the Jews that adopted this custom from the Christians and
the story of Ole Saint Nick.
Jews, oftentimes due to adversity, have been wandering the globe
for centuries, but they have always overcome their adversities in most
of the new places they have had to call home (until the next
upheaval). The Jews brought their love of, and skill with, chocolate
with them wherever they settled. Besides bringing the popularity of
chocolate with them to France, they brought their confectionary skills
to other regions. When the head chef of the Austro-Hungarian Empire
was sick for a huge banquet for the Prince in 1832, a sixteen-year-old
Jewish boy (Franz Sacher) stepped in and created the sacher torte
(chocolate sponge cake filled with apricot jam), which became a worldrenowned dessert. When Eliyahu Fromenchenko fled the Nazis in
1933 from Latvia, he moved to Israel and started Elite chocolate
company. Similarly, chocolatier Stephen Klein had to leave Vienna in
1938, and set up a new shop in New York City, called Barton’s
Bonbonniere (today, it is known simply as Barton’s). Jews have
continued to remain a large part of the chocolate industry, today.
For an unabridged version of this article, visit . . .
https://foodhistoryreligion.wordpress.com/
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Neve Shalom One Community
Book Program
Co-chairs: Amy Artman
and Liz London


T

As we approach the end of the year, please consider
a donation to the synagogue. It is tax deductible and
will help support our many activities. Your contribution
is deeply appreciated. Thank you.

he goal of this Neve Shalom initiative in
2018-2019 is to promote multigenerational learning and engagement through
shared conversations, events and programs
stimulated by the theme of Jewish Immigration
to America.
In learning about the Jewish immigration
experience, the Neve community will be in the
position
to
further
engage
in
the Gesher program which aims to “Build
Bridges into Our Larger Community” including
America’s newest immigrants.
Mark your calendar and keep abreast of the
Neve Shalom website (www.neveshalom.net)
for the following:



Happy Chanukah from the
Israel Awareness Committee!
In Israel, families and friends gather
in each other’s homes to light candles,
cook sufganiot or Moroccan donuts (sfenj),
sing, dance or do crafts. We invite you to
do the same on December 8 or 9 and
as a community we will celebrate the
Houses of Lights festival.
We will provide each host with a kit of craft ideas,
recipes and songs. If you would like to be a guest or
need guests call us and we can help arrange. The time,
date and what you do to celebrate are your choice.
Chag Sameach!
Linda Gotlib (732-570-9278)
Lilly Shaman (732-225-3599)

Donald & Ruth Kahn Book & Author Event
Sunday March 31, 2019 at 10:00 am
Attention all book lovers: The Book and Author
Event is returning! It is free and open to the
public. We invite you to hear from a panel of
authors about their books that all address the
theme of Jewish Immigration to America. Meet
the authors, purchase books, and get
signatures. The author panel is still being
finalized, but so far is expected to
include: Betsy Carter, author of We Were
Strangers Once, Richard Slotkin, author of
Greenhorns: Stories and Elissa
Brent
Weissman, author of the middle grade novel
The Length of String (she is also known for the
popular Nerd Camp series.)



Needed: New Laptops for
Hebrew School Classrooms
If you can help us, please contact:
Marge Wise,
director@neveshalom.net,
732 548 2238 x11

Nursery and Hebrew School Programs
We have selected a variety of age appropriate,
multicultural books related to the topic of
immigration and inclusion for our Nursery and
Hebrew School classes and family programs.
There will be readings/discussions, crafts,
music and movies based on these ideas
throughout the year. Stay tuned!
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Ritually Speaking

Membership Memo

By Andrea L. Colby, Vice President, Ritual

Happy Chanukah

A

s we approach the shortest and darkest day of the
year, our lives are illuminated by the brilliant light of
the Chanukah menorah. This holiday celebrates our
gratitude for a miracle that took place over two thousand
years ago: after the Greeks’ desecration of the Second
Temple in Jerusalem and the Jews’ revolt against the Greek
persecution of the Jewish people, led by Judah Maccabee,
rebuilt and cleaned the Temple for ritual use. They needed
kosher oil to light the menorah in the Temple, but there was
only one vial left after the attacks—enough to keep the
menorah lit for one day. The production of additional kosher
oil would take eight days. They used the remaining vial,
expecting it would last only one day. To their surprise and
gratitude, the oil lasted for eight days, enough time to permit
them to produce new kosher oil.
Although the celebration of Chanukah arose after the
giving of the Torah and is not mentioned anywhere in the
Five Books of Moses, we have continued to mark this miracle
for close to two thousand years. How do we bring meaning
to our celebration in 2018 of a miracle that occurred in 167
BCE?
First, we have specific spiritual practices that direct us
toward how we create this celebration. We light our own
menorahs in our homes, night after night, with increasing
numbers of candles until there are nine blazing lights (eight
plus the shamash, or “attendant” candle that lights the rest)
brightening our homes. We recite the two blessings—one
over kindling the Chanukah lights and one over the
performance of miracles—and a third on the first night,
appreciating the fact that we have the opportunity to be
present to celebrate. We can sing “Maoz Tzur”, “Rock of
Ages”, a hymn about divine salvation and miracles.
Second, as we light the candles every night
commemorating the miracle of Chanukah, we can think
about the miracles we experience in our own lives: the
people we care about and who care about us, our
community, even small things that have significance in our
lives and give us hope and joy. Best wishes from the Ritual
Committee for a happy Chanukah! May we all appreciate
the lights in our lives that survive the test of time!
Please join us at our Ritual Committee meetings! All are
welcome. Our meetings for the rest of the year are as
follows: December 4, January 15, February 5, March 5, April
2, May 7 and June 4. See you there!

By Steven Schneider, Vice President, Membership

I

hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving with friends and family.
This is a great time of year to appreciate the love of those around us and
enjoy the crisp autumn air before the cold and snow of winter. It’s
important to work hard to build the personal bonds that are so important in
our lives.
That same work is happening in our Neve Family, our One Community,
every day. We have very dedicated people in our community working hard
to create great programs that bring all of us together. Sometimes this work
is very obvious and sometimes it’s done completely out of sight.
I encourage you to check out the Neve calendar and attend an event
you’ve never gone to before. Seek out something that may be a little
outside your comfort zone or that you wouldn’t have even thought about. I
know you’ll be surprised at how diverse our Community is and will be
fascinated to hear about other’s Jewish Journey.
Look at the calendar and recognize how many things are going on. Take
a moment to thank those that are working hard to put these programs and
events together. Every one of our volunteers do this out of love for our Neve
family and our One Community.
Here is just a sampling of some of the programs coming up in the next
couple of months.
 Sunday, December 2: ‘Welcome to America’ Community Concert with
dinner to follow
 Friday, December 7: Community Shabbat Dinner
 Saturday, December 8: Community Wide Chanukah Event
 Friday, December 14: Ethel Brooks: ‘Women & the Garment Industry’
 Tuesday, December 25: Men’s Club Family Fun Day
 Friday, January 4: Community Shabbat Dinner
 Sunday, January 6: Men’s Club Man of the Year Breakfast – Alan Stern
to be honored
 Saturday, January 12: Community Wide Event at Neve – NOT TO BE
MISSED
 Sunday, January 20: Men’s Club Family Activities and Tailgate Party
I hope you all can take a minute to appreciate the love and support
around you from your family, your friends, and from Neve Shalom.

Men’s Club Minute
By Lon Dobbs, Men’s Club President
A happy new year to all! I hope everyone enjoyed
themselves during our annual Family Fun Day – and a
big thank you that all that helped make this the
fun-filled activity such a success.
The cold of winter has not dampened the
warmth of our members, and we continue to provide
this community with great events, such as the Man of the Year Breakfast
(1/9), Family Activity and Tailgate Party (1/20), World Wide Wrap (2/3), and
a Keruv program (2/24).
Also keep on the lookout for an Comedy Night, Men’s Club Shabbat, Not
-Pasta Dinner, and other events through the end of the year. I hope to see
you at our events!
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Please remember Neve
Shalom with a gift in your
will, trust, retirement
account or life insurance
policy.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge

and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
Barry Miller Fund
In Memory of .....................................From
Barry Miller .......................................... Gail and John Schuetz
Community Kiddush Fund
In Honor Of ........................................From
Neve Shalom ........................................ Carmen Cobba
Sandy Wunder as Kallat Bereshit ......... Dr. Marcia Horn
Neve Shalom ........................................ Beatrice Grossman
Sandy Wunder for becoming
a Kallat Torah. ...................................... Judith Simet
Sandy Wunder ..................................... Flora Cowen
Sandy Wunder for being honored
on Simchat Torah and for all you
do at Neve Shalom. .............................. Rosalie Green
Judy Slutzky for serving as interim
Vice Principal and organizing
the Hebrew School. .............................. Rosalie Green
In Memory of....................................... From
Rose Rubin ........................................... Jeffrey and Elyse Schulman
Harry Gelber ........................................ Morris and Yetta Gelber
Don & Ruth Kahn Book & Author Fund
In Honor of .........................................From
Rosanne Silberman, b'nai mitzvah
of your granddaughters,
Jaclyn and Rebecca .............................. Albert and Helene Epstein
Friends of Neve Shalom Nursery School Fund
In Memory of .....................................From
Madeline (Lynne) Schlitt ...................... Edward and Marian Szteinbaum
Mark Sheratsky .................................... Peter and Carol Hacker
Calvin Lavender .................................... Peter and Carol Hacker
Israel & Shirley Segal Memorial Lecture Fund
In Memory of .....................................From
Rabbi Sam Fraint .................................. Flora Cowen
Ner Tamid Fund
In Honor of .........................................From
Neve Shalom ........................................ Dr. Harvey and Joan Bucholtz
Sam Rosin, speedy recovery ................ Judith and Seymour Tabak
Lawrence Dombrow ............................. Sol and Myrna Dombrow
Neve Shalom ........................................ Neil Reigord
Neve Shalom ........................................ William and Rosa Heinbach
In Memory of .....................................From
Henry Chaim Kalfus .............................. Bernard and Richard Kalfus
Sadie Cream ......................................... Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz
Celia Wolman ....................................... Dr. Sandra Moss
Sam Cohen ........................................... Eric and Susan Goldman
David Kass ............................................ Eric and Susan Goldman
Regina Ginsberg ................................... Eric and Susan Goldman
Rose Goldman ...................................... Eric and Susan Goldman
Benjamin Goldman .............................. Eric and Susan Goldman
Goldie Cohen ....................................... Eric and Susan Goldman
Dora Kass ............................................. Eric and Susan Goldman
Benjamin Ginsberg ............................... Eric and Susan Goldman
Leonard Cohen ..................................... Eric and Susan Goldman
Elaine Cohen ........................................ Eric and Susan Goldman
Rubin Cohen......................................... Eric and Susan Goldman
Yahrzeit ................................................ Lisa and Walter Heskes
Joel Nagel ............................................. Steven Nagel
Evelyn Grossman.................................. Beatrice Grossman
Max Sladowsky .................................... Beatrice Grossman
Fred Feld .............................................. Lena Feld
Paul Friedel .......................................... Lena Feld
Andrea Feld .......................................... Lena Feld
Richard Coen ........................................ Donna Coen O'Gorman

Ner Tamid Fund
In Memory of ..................................... From
Mark Sheratsky .................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Mildred Loewenthal ............................. Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Rose Rand ............................................ Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Prayerbook Fund
In Honor of ........................................ From
Andrea Colby, wishing you a
terrific birthday. Celebrate in style! ..... Phyllis Levy
In Memory Of .................................... From
Yahrzeit ................................................ Michael and Florine Kaplan
Simon & Yvonne Hayat Adult Education Fund
In Honor of ........................................ From
Michael Kesler, being named the
recipient of the East Brunswick Library
Foundation Legacy Award .................... Joel and Michele Bassoff
Susy Schwartz Fund
In Honor of ........................................ From
Eliot Spack, who has cared for the
Wernik and Sheratsky families
over the years. ..................................... Joe and Miriam Wernik
In Memory Of .................................... From
Lawrence Gelber .................................. Morris and Yetta Gelber
Esther Lechman .................................... Morris and Yetta Gelber
Tikkun Olam
In Honor of ........................................ From
The b'nai mitzvah of your grandchildren,
Seiler and Sammy Gross ....................... Flora Cowen
In Memory of ..................................... From
Mark Sheratsky .................................... Albert and Helene Epstein
Mark Sheratsky .................................... Nancy Minkler
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Honor of ........................................ From
Neve Shalom ........................................ Dr. Harvey and Joan Bucholtz
Cory Schneider, for opening a new
chapter of Judaism with the
completion of Margot's tallit. ............... Margot and David Julis
Neve Shalom's Sukkot Celebration ....... Rev. Vernon Kohlmann
In Memory of ..................................... From
Sheila Lehrhaupt Carey ........................ Fran and Marvin Kraft
Frieda Birnbaum ................................... Florence Levine
Bernard Shimanowitz .......................... Ronald and Diane Shimanowitz

N

eve Shalom continues to support the
efforts of Jewish Family Service of
Middlesex
County to help the needy by
collecting food for the Kosher Food Pantry.
Food donations may be left at the
synagogue in the closet near the stairs next
to the stage. USY will be
collecting a different item each
month to be donated. Please watch Neve Now! for more
information. Thank you for supporting these efforts!
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Dream Weavers in the Neve Shalom Loom Room
Lucy Raibman wove her tallis with help from her aunt (and
Neve Shalom member) Jamie Grubman. Lucy chose the Micah
(her Hebrew name) quote for her atarah (collar) in memory of
her maternal grandmother (“JJ”), who was a bishop in the
Episcopal church. Micah’s direction to “do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with your God” was the foundation of JJ’s
theology. JJ frequently attended services with Lucy and her
family before her death, and Lucy wanted to honor JJ’s role in
the development of her Jewish faith.
Lucy said, “I like that the quote connects me to my
grandmother and that it talks about your individual connection
to God. Weaving the tallit is more special than just buying one. It
was fun to work on part of it myself and be connected to the
process. And, tying the tzitzit was awesome. My aunt tied one
corner, my (paternal) Grandpa tied one, my parents shared a
corner, and I tied one corner. I'll think about all of this every time
I wear it.”
To see lots of pictures of completed items created in the
Loom Room check out our Dropbox page.
Go to
www.dropbox.com and sign in with email: neveloomroom@gmail.com and password: 250grove.

Have your own meaningful experience by weaving a tallit, challah
cover, tallit bag, matzoh cover, afikomen bag or even a chuppah! Make an
heirloom for yourself or someone special.
Give it a try!! YOU can do it!!
For more information and to schedule your time on the loom, contact:
Cory Schneider at 717-574-1807 or corstan65@gmail.com or Jennifer
Bullock at 732-906-8565 or rnjbullock@aol.com

I

've made five tallitot and am in the process of designing a sixth. At first, I
enjoyed making them because of the creativity of design and the “zen”
experience of weaving. Of course, I knew it was a special, personal, and
meaningful gift but I've only recently realized what makes it so uniquely
special.
Part of the gift shared by me as the giver and by
the person for whom I'm weaving is the experience of
planning and working together. That's what really sets it
apart for me. For each tallis I make, I work with the
recipient to allow them to choose the colors and striping
style. I also invite each person to weave so they can
participate in the actual construction of their tallis. About
half of the time, this offer leads to a “yes”. And when this
happens a special connection is created as we sit and chat
and weave together. I also have each person choose the
words and graphic for the atarah (collar). They choose the
type of knotting on the fringe and sometimes they help
knot.
I always have the person for whom the tallis is woven
choose who will tie the corners of their tzitzit on each
corner and the style they want to use. I help them and
those they have chosen with those final moments when the
lovely woven fabric is turned into a meaningful
and lasting ritual garment.
For both me and the recipient, the process becomes a lasting memory
that perhaps has even greater value than the tallis itself.

By Jamie Grubman
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Know someone who needs help?
Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat!
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after
surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the
Mitzvah Mission.
No Mission Is Impossible!
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
732-858-1764

HAIMM

MONUMENTS FOR
ALL CEMETERIES

MEMORIAL CENTER
10 MAIN STREET
732-634-8500
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
732-634-1521
800-729-0582
Fax: 732-750-0120

GOLDSTEIN
FUNERAL CHAPEL INC.
We value the dignity and the sanctity of the
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain
reverence for the Jewish tradition.
Exclusively Jewish Operated
Conveniently Located
Large Chapels
Martin Goldstein, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. 4025
2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison
732-777-0032

Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy
Nationwide
SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON

POPPER and GRAFTON - ATTORNEYS AT LAW
225 West 34th Street
Suite 1806
New York, NY 10122-1600
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Dated Material - Please Expedite

December 2018 — Kislev/Tevet 5779
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