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T here is a Hasidic teaching in which the 
rebbe advises his students that          

everything in the world, even inanimate 
objects, has a lesson to teach us.  The      
students,  incredulous, beg their teacher for 
some  concrete examples. 
 “What can we learn from a train?” they 
ask. 
 “Ah, from the train we learn that     
because of a single moment, you might miss 
something that you desperately need.” 
 Another asks, “And from the             
telegraph?” 
 “The telegraph teaches us that every 
word is counted and every word has a cost.” 
 And finally, an intrigued young scholar 
asks, “What about the telephone?” 
 “The telephone shows us that what we 
say in one place can be heard even from 
great distances.” 
 And in this spirit, I would like share an 
insight about synagogues in general and 
about Neve Shalom in particular that I have 
gained from the study of those most holy of 
household staples:  ketchup and spaghetti 
sauce.   
 In a 2004 article from The New Yorker 
magazine, author Malcolm Gladwell has 
done the nearly impossible.  He has written a 
fascinating piece about marketing spaghetti 
sauce.   
   Specifically, he provides an account of 
how the Campbell’s Soup Company          
discovered how to successfully promote 
their Prego Spaghetti Sauce by abandoning 
the model of market dominance achieved by 
the Heinz Ketchup empire.   

 At the time the article was written, 
Heinz Ketchup controlled an overwhelming 
majority of the ketchup market.  Campbell’s, 
weary of its pasta sauce continually doing 
battle with rival brand, Ragu, hired            
consultants and launched a campaign to  
formulate and market test hundreds of    
varieties of tomato sauce in order to find the 
one magic recipe that would enable them to 
dominate the spaghetti sauce universe in the 
same way that Heinz controls such a large 
share of the ketchup market. 
 When he analyzed the data that he  
collected, Campbell’s main consultant, a 
gentleman named Howard Moscowitz (who 
just coincidentally happens to be descended 
from an eighteenth century Hassidic rabbi 
known as the Seer of Lublin), noticed that 
there was no one style or flavor of sauce that 
tested well over the entire spaghetti sauce 
market.  
 On the other hand, the preferences of 
the taste testers clustered around three  
general characteristics; one group preferred 
plain tomato sauce, a second favored spicy 
varieties and a third chose extra chunky.  No 
one formulation was universally popular, but 
by offering three different kinds of sauce, 
Campbell’s was able to burst onto the market 
and make tremendous gains.    
 And here’s the lesson for us.  As a     
synagogue, we are continually trying to    
ascertain what magic answer will meet the 
needs of all of our members?  Do we need to 
work on our prayer life or on our educational 
programs?  Should we focus on the social 
aspects of our community or should we be 

more active in the 
area of social    
justice.  And the 
answer is “yes.” 
 There is no 

simple and perfect 

definition of what 

single institutional priority will best help us to 

meet the needs of all of our members.  But, on 

the other hand, we hope to identify a small 

and manageable group of priorities that will 

get us much closer to that goal.   

 To that end, the Ritual Committee will 

soon be beginning conversations about how 

our members experience the congregation’s 

ritual life.  Our goal is not to diminish the well-

attended Shabbat morning service that we 

currently enjoy, but these questions may help 

to guide the other offerings that we present 

on mornings with multiple minyanim 

(separate prayer services.) 

 Similarly, the Ritual, Membership and 

Educational Committees and the Men’s Club 

have all been experimenting with new types of 

informal programming, some inside the    

building and some in other locations, to see if 

we can serve more of our community by 

branching out and extending our definition of 

community to include types of gatherings that 

we haven’t offered in the past. 

 More and more, we are learning that 

being One Community doesn’t only mean 

emphasizing what we have in common,  

(continued on page 13) 
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Israel at 70 

S unday evening, April 22, at 7:00 pm Jewish Federation in the Heart of NJ is sponsoring a 
communal concert to  celebrate Israel’s 70th birthday.  The free program, with                

refreshments following the concert, will take place at B’nai Tikvah 1001 Finnegan’s Lane in 
North Brunswick. I am  organizing this regional event which will feature performers from Neve 
Shalom, Highland Park Conservative, Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple, the Sons of Tikvah Band 
of B’nai Tikvah and Makhelat Hamercaz – the Jewish Choir of Central NJ. The  entire concert 
should take about 90 minutes. 
 It will be filled with joyful Israeli favorites,    
classics, sing-alongs and some new selections.  This 
will be a great opportunity to connect in a positive 
way with Israel without any of the complicated   
discussions of politics or issues. This milestone    
birthday is important to celebrate and we hope 
many Neve Shalom families will join us for this fun, 
lively and joyful program.   Happy birthday Israel. 
 On Sunday evening April 15, I have organized a different concert to help bring together 
our diverse community. At 7:00 pm at Temple Emanu-El, 100 James Street in Edison (across 
from JFK Hospital), the Jewish Choir of Central NJ will perform half of the program and the 
Edison Chinese Choir will perform the other half and then both groups will join together for a 
finale of God Bless America. These large, quality choirs will perform a variety of ethnic and folk 
music and a lavish reception will conclude the evening. The event is sponsored in part by Mid-
dlesex County Office of Arts and History with assistance thru a grant provided by New Jersey 
State Council on the Arts/ Dept. of State. 
 Tickets are $10 each and you can get them from me. We promise you a very interesting 
and quality evening and hope we can bring our community closer together. 

In Memoriam 

Irving Lapidus, 
our member and  

husband of Lenore Lapidus 
 

Pearl Kaplan, 
mother of Aimee Braverman  

Concert of Togetherness 
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S 
omething new will be starting on Shabbat in the coming 
weeks. Games. Games for all ages. Each of us has enjoyed 
playing various types of games.  At any age, there is virtually 

always a favorite card game, board game, tile game, ball game or 
perhaps even a mind or thinking game that you enjoy. People have 
been playing games together going back to ancient times. Games are 
perhaps the earliest forms of human social interactions.  The        
socialization of human bonding and hopefully healthy competition 
are prevalent across all cultures. Being part of a Greek family, I can 
tell you that “tovley” or a game more widely known as 
“backgammon” is something that everyone needed to learn to play. 
At any given moment, an uncle or a cousin would be more than   
willing to take on the tovley challenge.  Very few could beat my 
mom, who managed to be the eternal family champion! 
 Whether in families or in other social circles, games have been a 
way to bring people together, whether they know each other or not. 
Games have served as a way to meet new people, whether it was 
some gentlemen playing checkers or chess in the park, or women 
getting together to play mahjong, or these days - - many even join 
virtual video game groups where people log-on together.  However, 
nothing is quite like the face-to-face interaction that games can   
provide. 
 There is something that both “Shabbat” and “Games” have in 
common: rest and release from your hectic daily life. Shabbat is   
intended to be a mandatory day of rest, reflection and renewal. For 
good health of mind, body and spirit, the down-time has always  
perhaps been God’s way of giving us a “break” from it all.  Similarly, 

From the Synagogue President By Debbie Schildkraut 

Pre-bat/bar mitzvah children with April birthdays are 
invited to join us on April 21 to enjoy a special     

blessing from the Hazzan and a  celebratory  
Kiddush following   services!   יום הולדת שמח  

 

Let the Games Begin! 
games have been found to play an important role in maintaining a 
healthy mind, body and soul.  
 Here at Neve Shalom, we offer the occasional “Games Night.”  
You also may have heard about “Shabbat Kef” which means 
“Shabbat Fun” that we offer to our students after services several 
times a year. However, now - - we want to add another way to 
spend your      Shabbat with games after services. Jamie Grubman 
and Wendy   Kushner have agreed to be co-chairs of this new social 
initiative. They are pulling together Shabbat-appropriate games that 
we will put out on Saturdays. We hope this enables many of you to 
spend some extra quality time together, to play a favorite game or 
try a new game.  Most importantly, it will be a way to enjoy a day of 
rest, while socializing and getting to know fellow congregants a bit 
better. 

Hannah Brevetti 

Avery Diaz 

Brianna Genito 

Eli Herrmann 

Julia Israel 

Teddy May 

Paige McAuley 

Zori Sher 

If your child's name does not appear on this list, 
please contact Mara McAuley  

at maramcauley@aol.com to assure that your child 
will be invited to the bimah for the blessing at our 

next celebration. 

mailto:maramcauley@aol.com
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Hebrew School  
News 

By Sharon Diamondstein, Director of Education 

I t’s hard to believe that the year is just about over!  I really enjoyed 
getting to know the congregation over the past year, and we are 

heading full speed into Pesach, Yom HaShoah, Yom Hazikaron, 
Ha’Atzmaut, and Shavuot!  So much to remember and celebrate in 
the span of just seven weeks! 
 When we come back after Pesach break, we will start learning 
Yom Ha’Atzmaut as we kick off our Maccabi Games on April 15!  This 
is something I know all the students, teachers and I are all excited 
for, and a great time is sure to be had by all as we finish up the year!  
 Through the month of April, we will also be counting the Omer, 

or the 49 days between Passover and Shavuot.  As we start our 

count to the holiday in which we remember receiving the Torah on 

Har Sinai (Mount Sinai), let’s focus on ways in which we can fulfill 

very simple, every day mitzvot.  Here is a small checklist for your 

children – see how many they can fulfill and how many more you 

can come up with! 

 Help set the table (Kibud Av v’Em) Honor your parents 

 Returning something you found that doesn’t belong to you 

(Hashavat Havayda) 

 Feeding your pet (Tza’ar Ba’aley Chayim) Take care of animals 

 Greeting someone with a smile (Saver Panim Yafot) Be cheerful 

 Not saying mean things to someone or gossiping (Shmirat 

Halashon) Guard your tongue  

 Going out of your way to help another (Gemilut Chasadim) 

 Taking care of nature (Bal Tachshit) Do not destroy something 

needlessly 

Wishing you a wonderful spring! 

N eve Shalom Nursery School is celebrating the change of the 
season, playing outdoors on the playground and looking for the 

first signs of spring!  
 During the month of March we listened 
to the story of Passover and sang our favorite 
Passover songs…..it was especially fun when 
we got to jump up and down like frogs!  We 
held our own model seder with our Nursery 
School friends and put baby Moses into the 
water for the Pharaoh’s daughter to find.  We 
listened as Moses asked Pharaoh to “Let my 
people go!” and we pretended to exit Egypt 
with only our backpacks to escape slavery and the Pharaoh. We 
learned about the significance of the seder plate and how it relates to 
the Jewish experience as slaves, we ate matzah at snack time and     
re-enacted the walk across the desert and through the Red Sea.   We 
love Passover because it is such a fun and exciting hands-on learning 
experience for our Nursery School friends! 
 Come join us on Sunday, April 22 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm for 
our first annual “Trike-a-thon” in the Neve Shalom parking lot!  This 
event is open to the public; we will close off the parking lot and set 
up an oval course for bikes, trikes, scooters, and riding cars.  The 
Metuchen Police Dept. will be stopping by to give a brief talk on bike 
safety, a petting zoo will be set up under a tent for families to visit 
and take photos, there will also be face painting, games and         
activities, and yummy hot dogs, chips, and drinks courtesy of the 
Neve Shalom Men’s Club! 
  We are currently accepting registration for Summer Program 
2018 as well as for the Nursery School and Kindergarten in            
September. If you know of anyone interested in attending Neve   
Shalom Nursery School please feel free to have them contact Martha 
Mack, Nursery School Director at either 
nurseryschool@neveshalom.net or 732-548-2238, ext. 17 for more 
information. 

Nursery School  
News 

By Martha Mack, Director 

The Kosher Food Club met for another destination 

lunch at Sushiana in Highland Park on Sunday, February 11. 
It was an opportunity to experience delicious kosher food 
prepared uniquely and with flare! Additionally, as an added 
treat, owner Michael Kornblum shared his journey and    
vision of bringing this type of dining to Central Jersey. It was 
a great time to be able to bring our Neve friends together 
and enjoy a terrific dining experience! 
  Please note that our final event has been changed 
to Sunday, June 3. Everyone is welcome! 
 We hope that you will join us for our final event! Details 
to follow. 
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On April 20 Professor 
Glenn Dynner of Sarah 

Lawrence University will be the Friday 
evening speaker at the 7:30 pm      
service. As part of the Gilbert and   
Claudie Hayat speaker series, Prof. 
Dynner will speak about “Pogroms and 
Self Defense in Poland.” A noted expert 
of Eastern European Jewish History, 
Prof. Dynner was featured on the PBS 
series about Genealogy that spoke about the Jewish roots of 
Gywneth Paltrow. He is an engaging speaker and just after we 
remember Yom HaShoa his knowledge of activities that took 
place in Poland is important to learn. Recently, the Polish   
government passed a law making it illegal to state that Poles 
cooperated with the Nazis which the Israeli government is  
challenging. We should ask Prof. Dynner what he knows of 
Polish history and it’s relation with the Jewish people.         
Refreshments will be served. 
 On April 22 Neve Shalom will host  
the Israel and Shirley Segal Memorial 
Lecture featuring Dr. Daniel C. Kurtzer, 
former U. S. Ambassador to Israel and 
also to Egypt. Dr. Kurtzer has an      
extensive career with the State       
Department creating American policy 
regarding the Middle East. His topic will 
be “Forks in the Road: U.S. and Israel 
Policy Challenges in the Middle East.” 
 He has written some major policy 
statements and been involved in first 
hand negotiations. He is now retired from the State              
Department and teaches at Princeton University. He is a top 
notch speaker and expert on American policy and this is an 
amazing opportunity for Neve Shalom members to learn from a 
leader in his field. We very much thank the Segal family who 
continue to honor Israel and Shirley by bringing us fascinating 
and worthwhile speakers. A luncheon will be served after the 
talk and questions.  

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Adult Ed News 

Men’s Club Minute By Lon Dobbs, Men’s Club President 

I t is April and New Jersey has thawed from the Nor’easters of the 
winter.  Our eyes now turn to the blossoming of Spring and the  

oncoming Summer. First I would like to thank everyone for              
volunteering and attending some of our late winter events, such as 
Hearing Men’s Voices with Rabbi Rosin, Men’s Club Shabbat, and the 
Yellow Candle program.  I would also like to send a shout out to Bruce 
Levin and   Jennifer Bullock and an amazing got organizing the          
co-sponsored Men’s Club/Sisterhood event at the meadery.  For those 
that could not attend, you missed out on something very special. 
 Our activities are not yet over.  This month we have our always 
popular Pasta Night event on April 8, celebrating the end of eight days 

 For nearly three years, the Guess Who's Coming to Shabbas?        
program has involved hundreds of members of the Neve community and 
drawn us all closer together. A majority of our congregants have already 
hosted or been a guest. If you are interested in participating and have not 
yet been involved, all you have to do is volunteer to host and you will 
automatically be included!  
 Our theme for May is:  Graduation/School 
 As graduation day arrives for friends and family, consider inviting 
graduates to your Shabbat dinner. Alternatively, invite families from the 
same grade as your own children or, perhaps, create a reunion from your 
own class. You might invite a favorite teacher of yours or of your children. 
 Whether you serve chicken or pizza, by lighting candles, saying the 
three brachot, and having a table filled with friends and family, you are 
separating Shabbat from the week and showing your families the         
importance of this sacred time together and helping our Neve community 
grow closer together. 
 Once you sign up, you’ll be provided with all the tools you need to 
pull off the dinner, including a challah and a challah roll, a set of candles, a 
brochure with the three blessings, conversation starter cards and some 
recipes. Ask any of the hosts: this is a most rewarding experience, wheth-
er it’s your first time or you celebrate Shabbat every week. 
 All you have to do to sign up is email us at guesswhos-
neve@gmail.com or call us at 908-510-4005 (Jennifer Bullock) or 732-742-
8613 (Julie Hersch). 

Sign up to be a HOST and get involved with  

our next "themed" event!  Friday, May 11 
 All you have to do to sign up is email us at  

guesswhosneve@gmail.com or call us at 908-510-4005 (Jennifer Bullock)  
or 732-742-8613 (Julie Hersch). 

of eating matzah, our Harvest of Hops event on May 6, and a new 
program we are creating for Shavuot – an all-night study Shavuot 
session, which will combine learning, fun, and comradery. 
 It is you, our members, who make these events successful.  We 
are beginning to look for men to volunteer and to lead next year’s 
events.  If you are interested in being a part of any event, or have any 
questions, please contact us at mensclub@neveshalom.net.  If you 
want to volunteer for one event or for many, we would still like for 
you to be a part of the success of this club. 

mailto:guesswhosneve@gmail.com
mailto:mensclub@neveshalom.net
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Let My People Go 
By Chef Lon 

Slavery in the Bible 
During the eight days of Passover, Jews the world over celebrate the 
liberation of the Hebrews from slavery.  As the story goes, Moses led 
the Israelites out of the oppression of the Egyptians and into the  
dessert for forty years. During the celebration of Passover, there will 
be bitter herbs on the seder plate to remind Jews of the bitter times 
they had to endure – but its symbolism can even go further than that.   
 These bitter herbs can be used to remember not only the evil of 
slavery can be evoked for the Hebrews as slaves in Egypt, but also for 
the many Jewish people that have been forced to be slaves and    
subservient second-class inhabitants of the lands of many religions, 
kingdoms, and various people from all over the world over the course 
of the past few thousands of years.  However, slaver and oppression 
is evil to no matter who falls under its grasp – so the bitter herbs are 
here to for us to also remember the tens of thousands of Africans 
torn from their homes and forced into slavery by the European     
Kingdoms, the Christians that served as slaves under the Byzantine-
Ottoman Empire, the people of many lands forced into slavery by the 
Greek and Roman Empires. Although slavery has technically been 
abolished worldwide, it still exists today, as told by women in      
countries occupied by ISIS that have been placed into slavery and the 
reality of the clandestine slave market that is even occurring in the 
back alleys around the world. 
 Before we get up on our (Jewish) high-horses, let’s not forget 
that slavery was accepted by most early civilizations including the 
ancient Hebrews.  In fact, the rules and regulations of how to treat a 
slave are written directly into the Torah itself [see Exodus Chapters 20 
and 21, Deuteronomy 15:12-18, and Leviticus 25:39-55].   However, 
slaves, under Jewish law were not to be treated poorly (they could 
not be physically or sexually abused), nor were they required to work 
on Shabbat (the Jewish Sabbath) and Jewish holidays – and slaves (as 
well as animals) were supposed to be fed before their “master” could 
themselves eat. If a slave is grievously injured, they were to be freed. 
 A fellow Hebrew could not become a slave unless voluntarily 
(e.g., to pay back a debt) or by court order. Hebrew slaves may only 
serve as such for six years (although there are some exceptions). 
However, non-Jews could be bought into slavery and placed into  
slavery as a prisoner of war (although could not be slaves of any   
private individuals). Depending on the reason for becoming a slave, a 
non-Hebrew slave can be freed at various times, but there are      
occasions when they may serve in perpetuity, where the children of a 
slave may become slaves themselves. According to these antiquated 
laws, a father can sell his daughter into slavery. 
 Luckily, this barbarous practice stopped in Judaism for the most 
part after biblical times, but unfortunately, there are still mentions in 
the Talmud about slavery, such as the slave of the first Rabban     
Gamaliel in the first century. The practice of a Jew having a fellow Jew 
as a slave seemed to have ceased soon after the destruction of the 
Second Temple. Once the Jewish people were dispersed into the  
diaspora, slavery was practically abolished. 
 

Bitter Herbs 
As mentioned above, bitter herbs are placed on the seder plate to 
help remember the slavery endured by the Jewish people The Jewish 
people are commanded to eat maror in the Torah. Maror is the bitter 
herb, or something bitter, and not defined by the Torah, so what  
constitutes eating “bitter herbs” can be up for interpretation, but 

there are some qualifiers in subsequent law (e.g., Mishna), such as: 
the foliage must have sap, be grayish, grow from the ground, and  
obviously be bitter.  As mentioned above, many use horseradish and 
romaine lettuce, but others have used other bitter items as             
alternatives, such as endives (escaroles) and celery. The custom of the 
Chabad is to have both horseradish and romaine lettuce at the same 
time. Also note that some denominations do not approve of the use of 
bitter herbs that have been cooked or soaked in water, which leaves 
out the red and white stuff from a jar (also known as chrain). 
 Horseradish itself is a plant that has been used for over 3000 
years.  It has had many uses over the years including an aphrodisiac, a 
medicine to treat rheumatism, coughing fits, tuberculosis, and      
stomach conditions, and as a flavoring for food.  The ancient Greeks 
used it in rubs to sooth back pain.  One theory as to how it received it 
name is that it was called “meerrettich” in German, which translates as 
sea radish (since it was found near the sea).  The British may have 
mispronounced the word, calling it “mareradish” translating to horse 
radish – and eventually called as such. The plant began to make its 
way towards Northern Europe during the Renaissance period. Inns 
along roads began to grow it so that they can provide it to travelers to 
help revive them after a long day of travel.  Although it made its way 
to England by the mid-1600s, it was only used by the lower classes, but 
by the 1800s, it was a common staple found in every English home and 
manor. By the mid-1800s, horseradish made it way to the United 
States, where it became a major agricultural crop in the Midwest. 
 

For the unabridged article, please see https://
foodhistoryreligion.wordpress.com/  

Recipe 
This month’s recipe will be for  
red apricot chrain 
 
Ingredients 
15 oz. horseradish (peeled) 
4 oz. raw beets (peeled) 
6 oz. apricot preserves 
1 Tbs. olive oil 
3 ½ Tbs. sugar 
½ cup cider vinegar 
 
Directions 
Peel horseradish and beets.  Soak them  in cold water for 
one hour.  Drain and finely grind the horseradish and beets. 
Mix all the ingredients and place in a jar (closed tightly) for 5 
to 6 hours 
 
Keep Cookin’ 
Chef Lon 

https://foodhistoryreligion.wordpress.com/
https://foodhistoryreligion.wordpress.com/
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R ecent events have once again brought security to the front of 
our consciousness.  People have approached me in the halls and 

I have received emails with questions about what we are doing to 
improve the security at Neve.  Our goal is to make Neve safe and 
secure for everyone who walks through our doors for services, social 
activities, or school.  Here is a brief rundown of some of our current 
projects. 

 We have installed a new intercom system in all of the offices and 
extended the system to the classrooms, the ballroom, library, 
and kitchen.  This system also has a general call capability for 
emergency announcements. 

 We have installed additional panic buttons in the sanctuary and 
the main lobby.  When activated, a quick police response will 
follow. 

 We have upgraded our security system with new high definition 
cameras throughout the building. 

 We are in the process of installing bollards at key points around 
the property.  

 We will be reinforcing the parking lot entrance with a vestibule 
for increased security. 

From the House Committee By Stu Mantel, House Vice President 

 We will be installing laminated glass in the classrooms and other 
key areas to increase our resistance to vandalism. 

 I want to thank Peter Hacker for all his work in planning and 
executing all of these initiatives around the building.  Without his 
organizational skills and attention to detail, much of this would never 
have happened.  Peter is also the driving force responsible for us  
receiving a grant from FEMA, to help finance much of this work. 
 There is a coordinated effort from state and county law          
enforcement as well as several non-profit groups designed to help 
organizations like us to develop security policies and training.  I am 
actively talking to them trying to find the best solutions for our      
community.  I will keep everyone informed of major developments in 
this area. 
 In other House news, our work on improving the sound quality in 
the sanctuary and the gym are progressing.  We have spoken to two 
sound engineering companies and will be deciding which one to use 
for this project. 
 If you have any questions, comments, or would like to lend a 
hand, please drop me a note. 

Torah Readers 
Ronald Becker ........................ 3 
Matt Bonus ............................ 6 
Andrea Colby ......................... 1 
Eric Goldman ......................... 1 
Rosalie Green......................... 2 
Bruce Greenberg ................... 1 
Miriam Kafker ........................ 5 
Audrey Napchen .................... 1 
Aron Richman ........................ 10 
Mark Rosenfield ..................... 12 
Michele Rosenfield ................ 12 
Daniel Rushefsky.................... 2 
Jeffrey Schulman.................... 1 
Stacey Sern ............................ 4 
Barbara Spack ........................ 4 
Allen Stern ............................. 2 
Karen Weinstein .................... 7 
David Yellin ............................ 10 
 

Haftarah Readers 
Mark Rosenfield 
Steven Schneider 
Barbara Spack 
Lisa Spiegel 
 
 

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for 
chanting Torah during the month of February.  
 T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

Ashrei 
Ben Alter ................................ JR 
Eleanor Brinen ....................... JR 
Aaron Grubman ..................... JR 
Emily Lanton .......................... JR 
Paige McAuley ....................... JR 
Patrick McAuley ..................... JR 
 

Megillat Esther 
Matt Bonus 
Jennifer Bullock 
Andrea Colby 
Rosalie Green 
Bruce Greenberg 
Adam Gross ........................... T 
Rena Kallman 
Allie Kashan ........................... T 
Walter Rose 
Mark Rosenfield 
Michele Rosenfield 
Daniel Rushefsky 
Stacey Sern 
Martin Slutsky 
Donald Solomon .................... T 
Lisa Spiegel 
Danielle Stein ......................... T 
David Yellin 
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Weave a tallit, challah cover, tallit bag, matzoh cover, afikomen bag. Make an heirloom for 
yourself or someone special. 
 

Can’t sew on a button?  Most of our weavers can’t either!!!!  Want to create something 
meaningful and beautiful?  Join our group of more than 50 weavers who have done just that. 
 

Give it a try!! YOU can do it!! 
 
Shail, her mother, Bubbie and Grandma were overwhelmed by the positive experience they 
had together as Shail (all by herself!) wove a tallit for her bat mitzvah next December. 
 

Bubbie said: 
“This was a fabulous multigenerational experience . We created a beautiful, unique tallit and 
memories for a lifetime. The smile on my granddaughter’s face as she wove and gained confi-
dence was priceless. The Loom Room volunteer’s instruction and patience were extraordi-
nary.”  
 

For more information and to schedule your time on the loom, contact:   
Cory Schneider at717-574-1807 or corstan65@gmail.com or  
Jennifer Bullock at  732-906-8565 or  rnjbullock@aol.com 

Dream Weavers in the  
Neve Shalom Loom Room 

Ritually Speaking By Andrea L. Colby, Vice President, Ritual 

A 
s we move along our Jewish        
calendar from Pesach (Passover) to 
Shavuot, the celebration of our   

receiving the Torah at Mount Sinai, we are 
commanded to count the days from the  
second day of Pesach to the first day of   
Shavuot.  Just as it took 49 days from the 
exodus from Egypt to arrive at Mount Sinai 
for the revelation of the law, we count 49 
days between the commemorations of these 
events in our Jewish year. 
 These 49 days create a pathway from 
the experience of being freed from slavery to 
receiving the guidelines for how we live our 
lives individually and together as a Jewish 
community.   
 Many consider this period as a time for 
personal growth and reflection.  They take 
the counting of the days of the Omer as an 
opportunity to consider what has been   
holding us back in our lives and to find what 
will free us to reach our potential.  In the 
Kabbalistic tradition, each week of the Omer 
has an attribute that serves as a theme for 
contemplation: 

Chesed (loving-kindness), 
Gevurah (might), 

Tipheret (beauty), 
Netzach (victory), 
Hod (acknowledgment), 
Yesod (foundation), 
Malchut (kingdom). 

  
Each day of each week is associated with a 
combination of the main attribute with the 
others (for example, the first day relates to 
“loving-kindness that is in loving-kindness”; 
the second day, to “might within         loving-
kindness”, etc.).  Rabbi Yael Levi posts  
beautiful reflections for each day of the 
Omer on her website www.AWayIn.org to 
assist us in utilizing this practice to convey 
us thoughtfully from Pesach to Shavuot and 
make our time getting there meaningful 
each day. 
 In anticipation of arriving at the festival 
of Shavuot on Saturday, May 19, we are 
excited to announce that we will be bringing 
the practice of studying all night (“tikkun leil 
Shavuot”) to Neve Shalom.  Our Men’s Club, 
under the leadership of Bruce Levin, in  
combination with the Ritual Committee and 
other teams, will be sponsoring our tikkun 
leil Shavuot. Our sponsoring teams will  

provide sessions for study that will help     
prepare our participants for Shavuot morning, 
when we reenact the revelation of the Torah 
to the people of Israel.  We will also provide 
well as refreshments throughout the night.  
We encourage those hardy souls who are 
seeking an inspirational experience on this 
holiday to join us!  We’ll expand on this in 
next month’s Bulletin. 
 The Ritual Committee meets the first 
Tuesday of every month at 7:30 pm.  We 
would love for you to join us and contribute to 
our mission of expanding opportunities for 
and supporting spiritual practices congruent 
with Conservative Judaism in our synagogue 
and community as our environment changes.  
We look forward to seeing you!  
 
 

Counting Our Blessings Day-by-Day:  The Omer 

mailto:corstan65@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chesed#Kabbalah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gevurah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiferet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netzach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hod_(Kabbalah)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yesod
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malkuth
http://www.AWayIn.org
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N ot long after President Trump announced the US recognition of 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, countries around the world 

reacted. They spoke about the “gravity of consequences,” as          
Palestinian Authority President Abbas put it, and threatened to cut 
diplomatic ties with Israel, like Turkish President Recep Tayyip       
Erdogan. 
 Not long after President Trump announced the US recognition of 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, Prime Minister Netanyahu called the 
announcement “courageous and just.” Trump’s Evangelical base 
praised him for the move, fulfilling one of his campaign promises they 
held to be one of the most important. 
 Also not long after President Trump announced the US         
recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, I spent an overcast 
December day wandering the corridors and stone paths of the Old 
City of Jerusalem. What was the biggest thing I took away from this 
day of exploring? That no op-ed, no official statement or speech, no 
Presidential decree or UN resolution could even begin to encompass 
the complexities and importance of Jerusalem. 
 Of course, I feel a strong connection to Jerusalem. I lived there 
for half a year. I can tell you all the shortcuts to the Kotel and the best 
shawarma and falafel places and bars throughout the city. I            
understand and embrace the history and spirituality that connects the 
Jewish people to the city for the last 3000 years and longer. But I also 
understand that it’s important to billions of others because their 
faiths and national histories run through the winding alleyways of this 
beautiful city. It’s nearly impossible to deny this: the bells of the 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher that toll every hour, and the shining 
golden dome and the muezzin’s call from the Temple Mount/Haram al
-Sharif make the Christian and Muslim presence in Jerusalem known 
to all who enter. 
 To explore the city, and to do so with all of this in mind, is the 
only way to begin to comprehend the situation around Jerusalem, and 
explains why nobody can truly know what effect this move by the 
Trump administration will have. 
 You must have a day like mine to understand. Start your day 
putting a note in the Kotel and davening Shacharit at the Kotel, the 
closest spot to the holiest place in the world for Jews. Take in the 
atmosphere as Haredi rabbi davens next to a family from America 
celebrating their young son’s bar mitzvah, all next to a group of Birth-
right participants coming home for the first time. 
 From here, walk to the Muslim quarter and find the Suq el-
Qatanin, the Cotton Market. Walk down its dimly lit path and walk up 
the first step at the end, but don’t be surprised when the Israeli police 
at the top tell you to walk no further, or risk offending Muslim       
worshippers by entering the third holiest site in Islam from a Muslim 
only entrance. From here, you can catch a glimpse of the Dome of the 

Rock, the gold dome shining in your eyes and the blue tiles on the 
walls forming infinite intricate patterns. Grab a cup of Arab coffee or 
tea at the shop by the stairs, tell Musa the shop owner, 
“shukran” (thank you), and drink the strongest drink of your life. Smell 
the tobacco, listen to the old men argue as they play backgammon, 
and even try to join them in their arguments. 
 Meet the Muslim fabric seller whose family has been in           
Jerusalem for almost 1,000 years and who is the third generation to be 
selling fabric for garments the custodians of the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher and for Orthodox Jewish men. Ask him what he thinks of 
the divisiveness and sometimes hatred between the three main    
religions of the city. Hear him explain that he just wants what is good 
for people and what is good for business, that people can live as they 
want as long as they can live together. 
 If you are lucky enough to be there at the right time of the year, 
light Chanukah candles with the Jewish family whose address makes a 
political statement by being right in the middle of the Muslim quarter. 
You don’t need to agree with them, and you can feel uncomfortable 
with their choice to make such a potentially provocative move. But 
remember that these people still are trying to live their lives, dealing 
with some neighbors who accept their presence and others who don’t, 
like the eight-year-old child who, with his limited English ability, told 
me “leave here, Jew! You not welcome here!” 
 Jerusalem is a city for the passionate. Those passionate about 
peace and coexistence, those passionate about their religion and  
nation, and those passionate about doing anything to stop the other 
religion or nation. Sometimes you will see beautiful things there, 
sometimes you will see things that will make you question why so 
many people love this city. In one day you can feel like you are being 
welcomed like royalty into a person’s coffee shop and then be spit 
upon by your religious compatriots simply for not agreeing with them. 
Jerusalem is many things and inspires many reactions. But the one 
thing it is not is this: it is not something which can be boiled down into 
a few hundred words, not even these few hundred words. Only those 
who experience it; those who hold their beliefs close, but not so close 
that they seem to be the only valid and moral beliefs; those who go 
out and explore can understand it. Walk its alleys, climb its walls, drink 
its coffee, listen to its bells and muezzins and shofars. If nobody does 
that, then it will be doomed to be a terribly misunderstood square 
mile for all of eternity. 
 

Scott Boxer, son of Melissa and Keith Boxer, is a sophomore studying 
International Relations at American University  He is currently     
president of AU Students for Israel and is a Hasbara Fellow. 
 

This article originally appeared on line at the following link:  https://
edspace.american.edu/studentisraelity/270-2/ 

Experience Reflection by Scott Boxer 

Jerusalem: 3,000 Years of History,  3,000 Opinions  
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Community Kiddush Fund 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Jeff Schulman, your new job .................. Martin and Judith Slutzky 
Kenneth and Aimee Braverman,  
the birth of your new grandson ............. Martin and Judith Slutzky 
My 90th Birthday ................................... Judith Simet 
Neve Shalom  ......................................... Diana and Richard McCabe 
Steve Nagel, your new job ...................... Martin and Judith Slutzky 
 

Deborah Anes Memorial Youth Fund 
In Memory Of ...................................... From 
Miriam Schulman ................................... Jeffrey and Elyse Schulman 
Yahrzeit .................................................. Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern 
 

Don and Ruth Kahn Book and Author Fund 
In Honor  Of ......................................... From 
Steve Schneider ...................................... Stephen and Barbara Parkoff 
In Memory Of ...................................... From 
Gloria Preminger,  
mother of Amy Artman .......................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern 
Gloria Preminger .................................... Flora Cowen 
 

Education Fund 
In Memory  Of ..................................... From 
Marvin Reiter ......................................... Steven and Lori Shery 
 

Gershon Robinson Music and Art/Turtletaub Music Library Fund 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Hazzan Levin, thank you for 
 a wonderful show on Saturday night.   
Your work with her made her shine.   
It was thrilling watching her.   ................ Alan Solomon and Heidi Haiken 
Hazzan Levin, in recognition of and in  
gratitude for the extraordinary service  
and dedication. ...................................... Neil Zaentz 
 

Ner Tamid Fund 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Steven Schneider's birthday ................... Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern 
In Memory  Of ..................................... From 
Aaron Kaufman ...................................... Howard and Marian F. Kaufman 
Arthur Lorch ........................................... Warren and Harriet Lorch 
Betty Wise, aunt of Steve Schneider ...... Lawrence Dombrow 
Betty Wise, sister of Stanley Schneider .. Jamie and Ira Grubman 
Betty Wise, sister of Stanley Schneider .. Lawrence Dombrow 
Betty Wise, sister of Stanley Schneider .. Jonathan Greenberg and Stacey Sern 
Geri Oldman ........................................... Eleanor Massey 
Leon Simet ............................................. Judith Simet 
Milton Schreiber ..................................... Philip Schreiber 
Moe Wineberg ....................................... Dr. Marcia Horn 
Mollie R. Ginsberg .................................. Marcia Horn and Shari Lazarus 
Paul Berman ........................................... Howard and Marian F. Kaufman 
Rina Mullin ............................................. Howard and Marian F. Kaufman 
Tessie Hoffman ....................................... Philip Schreiber 
William Freiberg ..................................... Howard and Marian F. Kaufman 
Yahrzeit .................................................. Martin Hacker 
Yahrzeit .................................................. Lawrence Dombrow 
 

Neve Shalom Blood Drive In Memory Of Michael Allan Thompson Fund 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Neve Shalom Blood Drive  ...................... Edward Thompson and Rita Gordon 
 

Prayerbook Fund 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
Ruth Candeub Avins ............................... Lena Feld and Laura Staffin 
In Memory  Of ..................................... From 
Moe Wineberg .......................................  Larry Wineberg 
 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In Honor Of .......................................... From 
In appreciation of Eliot Spack  
and the entire congregation  
for a lovely "send-off" ............................ Robert and Shelley Wiesner 
Jeffrey and Elyse Schulman, 
your hospitality at the Cabaret night...... Mr. Steven Nagel 
Peter and Carol Hacker, congratulations 
 on the birth of your  
new grandson, Zachary .......................... Mark and Elaine Goldstein 
Ruth Candeub, mazel tov, Ruth.  
You are inspirational in every way.  
Warmest wishes for many  
more happy birthdays! ........................... Sylvia Lipman 
Steve Schneider's milestone birthday .... Bruce and Dorie Levin 
In Memory Of ....................................... From 
Betty Wise, sister of Stanley Schneider .. Gerald and Rhoda Grossman 
Jerry Greenberg...................................... Sandra Wunder 
Ira Wiesner ............................................. Robert and Shelley Wiesner 
Ira Wiesner ............................................. Steven M. and Phyllis E. Weiser 
Mildred Goldberg ................................... Judith Simet 
Rose Ludwin ........................................... Elliott and Sharon Ludwin 
Siegfried Weisselberger.......................... Judith and Seymour Tabak 
Stanley Schneider's sister  
and brother-in-law ................................. Philip and Heather Kibel 
William Gietter ....................................... Elliott and Sharon Ludwin 
 

Scholar in Residence Fund 
In Memory  Of ...................................... From 
Betty Wise .............................................. The Kafker Family 
 

Susy Schwartz Fund 
In Honor  Of ......................................... From 
Judi Harrison and Steve Gross, 
thank you for your hospitality ................ Martin and Judith Slutzky 
Eliot and Barbara Spack, 
thank you for your hospitality ................ Martin and Judith Slutzky 
In Memory  Of ...................................... From 
Anna Baras ............................................. Seymour and Renee Bromberg 
 

We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

New Food Rescue Committee 

 

Neve Shalom is forming a 
committee to rescue food 
left over from events at 
the synagogue and deliver 
it to the Ozanam Family 
Shelter in Edison. 
 If you are willing to occasionally transport 
food, please send your email address 
to foodrescue@neveshalom.net. If you run an 
event at the synagogue and have food left 
over, email foodrescue@neveshalom.net and 
we'll arrange for delivery. 

mailto:foodrescue@neveshalom.net
mailto:foodrescue@neveshalom.net
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but it also requires us to recognize 

how our needs differ from one anoth-

er.  But, the sacred word of marketing 

spaghetti sauce teaches us that doing 

so thoughtfully can enable us to     

provide different kinds of                 

opportunities that will allow every 

member of our community to find 

value in the time that we spend     

together. 

  

(continued from page 1) 

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin 

“Peaceable Dwelling” —  
artwork inspired by and created  
at Neve Shalom. 
 

 “Peaceable Dwelling” is the newly created artwork by 
Mordechai Rosenstein as he painted in the lobby and in 
the ballroom during his visit to Neve Shalom in mid-
November as our Artist-in -Residence.  
 The piece was inspired by our name “Neve Shalom”, and 
the proposed psalm provided by Hazzan Levin:  “And my 
people shall live in a peaceable dwelling.” – Isaiah 32 (part 
of verse 18) 
 We encourage you to order your own copy as a       
keepsake of that fun weekend.  A percentage of the         
proceeds come back to Neve Shalom. 
 The flat print, including framing and double matting, is 
signed and numbered and costs $375, plus $35 shipping. 
The three dimensional version is $495, double matted and 
signed, plus  $35 shipping. 
 Get yours today by sending an email 
to rosensteinarts@gmail.com or call 215-635-7070. 

N eve Shalom continues to  
support the efforts of  

Jewish Family  Service of      
Middlesex    County to help the 
needy by collecting food for the  
Kosher Food Pantry.  Food   
donations may be left at the           
synagogue in the closet near the stairs next to the 
stage. USY will be  collecting a different item each 
month to be   donated. Please watch Neve Now! 
for more information. Thank you for   supporting 
these efforts!  

mailto:osensteinarts@gmail.com
tel:(215)%20635-7070
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Please remember Neve   
Shalom with a gift in your 
will, trust, retirement       
account or life insurance 
policy. 
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10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, after 

surgery, after the birth of a child, please contact the 
Mitzvah Mission. 

No Mission Is Impossible! 
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

212-290-2630  

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity of the 
Jewish soul and we uphold and maintain 

reverence for the Jewish tradition. 
 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 
 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 
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Neve Shalom 

Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 

Dated Material - Please Expedite 

NONPROFIT ORG 

US POSTAGE PAID 

NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 

PERMIT NO. 40030 

April 2018   Nissan/Iyar  5778  


