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I 
’ve always been struck by a teaching 
from Rabbi Levi Yitzhak of Berdichev 
in his commentary the Kedushat Levi.  

Rabbi Levi Yitzhak notices that even 
though God is very specific when giving 
instructions for the construction of the 
Mishkan, the portable tabernacle where 
the Ark of the Covenant is stored as the 
Israelites journey through the wilderness, 
when it comes time for King David to build 
the Holy of Holies in the more permanent 
Temple in Jerusalem, he takes great     
liberties.  He replaces curtains with walls of 
stone and enlarges the dimensions several 
times over what the Torah commands. 
 Rabbi Levi Yitzhak explains the       
discrepancy by asserting that each        
generation must receive the text of the 
Torah for itself and should seek to         
understand it with the help of the rabbis 
and leaders of that generation. 
 Perhaps this commentary resonates 
so strongly because it is a response to the 
misleading notion that our tradition is one 
that consciously eschews change.  Each 
day we recite the same prayers.  Each year 
we read the same stories from the Torah 
and we celebrate the same holidays.  If 
your family is anything like mine, we even 
tell the same jokes over the yearly       
Passover seder.   
 Nevertheless, if you look more closely, 
the truth is that our tradition recognizes 
that we are always changing in large and 
small ways.  We progress from reciting the 

four questions ourselves to teaching them 
to our children to beaming with pride as 
they teach our grandchildren, even though 
the questions themselves have not 
changed.  At the beginning of next month, 
we will be dedicating our new siddurim, 
even though the Hebrew text within it 
does not divert too greatly from the      
Hebrew in our current prayer books.  Part 
of the miracle of the Jewish people is the 
way that constant adaptation to the world 
around us has enabled us to better       
preserve and reenact our history over and 
over again and in this way, transmit it not 
only over the course of centuries but to 
nourish and enrich it over millennia.   
 The truth, as we all know, is that 
change is inevitable.  The repetition     
inherent in our tradition allows us to place 
those changes into a sacred context.  
Therefore, it should not be a surprise that 
our community is changing as well.  The 
demographics of Middlesex County have 
changed over the years.  The sociology of 
Jewish identity has changed.  People’s 
expectations of their synagogues have 
changed as have synagogue’s expectations 
for their members.  And, as a result, Neve 
Shalom is changing. 
 Both the wisdom of the Kedushat Levi 
and the principles of Conservative Judaism 
teach us that it is counter productive to 
hide behind our tradition in order to deny 
change.  Evolution is inevitable and will 
proceed no matter how hard we try to 

prevent it.     
Instead, our 
charge is to read 
the tradition 
anew and enjoy 
the way that it 
helps us to    
engage with the process of transition and 
to direct it towards positive growth and 
greater meaning. 
 The leadership of the synagogue is 
working very hard to recognize and to   
reflect the transformations that are taking 
place in our community.   We are grateful 
for the resources of our tradition and the 
ways that they enable us to constructively 
engage with this process.  At our school we 
are looking to teach the same tradition in 
new and newly relevant ways.  We are 
looking at our membership processes, our 
calendar and our auxiliaries in order to 
deepen our sense of community.  We are 
looking at the practices and rituals of our 
heritage in order to more fully involve our 
members and to help every individual to 
more easily find meaning and a sense of 
belonging.   
 One of the ways that Conservative 
Judaism has defined itself is with the tag 
line, “Tradition and Change.”  By            
embracing both simultaneously, we are 
both honoring our past and moving      
towards a very exciting future.   
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Jerusalem Jubilee and Shir Joy! 

T 
uesday night, May 23 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the reunification of 
Jerusalem. While for our Hebrew School students the Six Day War in 1967 
was history, for many of us old enough, we remember with great pride the 

events that opened the entrance of the Old City to everyone. In the years that       
followed, Israel cleared the area facing Hakotel, the Western Wall, and built a grand 
concourse for prayers and 
celebrations. This year on 
May 23, I will be conducting 
a concert which features 
leading cantors as soloists 
and cantors of New Jersey 
and the Delaware Valley as 
the chorus in a program of 
songs celebrating Jerusalem. 
 From a Salomone Rossi 
piece written about 500 
years ago to several        
selections composed in the 
21st century we will be   
remembering and connecting to this holiest of cities. There will be Israeli and      
American, classical and popular, Hebrew and English settings performed. There will 
also be some songs for everyone to sing-along. This will take place at the Cantors  
Assembly Convention at the Stockton Seaview Resort about 90 minutes from       
Metuchen, near Atlantic City. The concert will be open to the public and anyone   
interested in purchasing tickets can ask me for more info.  
 It is possible the New Jersey Cantors Concert Ensemble will be repeating many of 
these Jerusalem pieces on June 11 in Cranford. Contact me for more information if 
you wish to attend this event 
 The Community Choir, Makhelat Hamercaz, that Cantor Anna West Ott and I 
direct, will be doing our annual concert on Thursday night, June 8 at B’nai Tikvah in 
North Brunswick. The program is called “Shir Joy” (shir in Hebrew means song)      
because almost every selection mentions singing and/or joy. This will be a lively and 
fun program. All kinds of music including Israeli, Yiddish, classical, popular and many 
other styles will be included. There will even be a Ragtime piece and Barry Manilow 
song. A new arrangement I did this year, which suggested the theme, brings together 
two new songs by Noah Aronson (this year’s Susy Schwartz performer) and Michael 
Ochs. Noah’s song, 
“Zamru L’Adonai”, with 
great energy, sings of 
praising God with songs 
and instruments.      
Michael Ochs’ piece, 
“When We Sing,” in 
English, encourages us 
all to come together. I 
hope you get to hear 
this mash-up and let me 
know if you think the 
two songs work together or not.  
 A free reception will follow the program. Tickets will be sold for this concert, just 
speak with me if you are interested.   

NJ Cantors Concert Ensemble 

Mercaz Jewish Choir 

Sunday, May 21 
 at 3:00 pm.  

  

It will be preceded by a 
Board of Directors 

meeting at 2:00 pm.  
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Ritually Speaking 
By Christina Daniels, Vice President, Ritual 

A 
s we move into the month of May this year, we begin with 
some non-biblical Jewish holidays and end with one of the 
oldest Jewish chaggim, Shavuot.  Let’s start at the beginning.  
May 1 corresponds this year to the 5th of Iyar, Yom Hazikaron, 

which is the Israeli Memorial Day and is immediately followed on the 6th 
of Iyar by Yom Ha’atzmaut – Israeli Independence Day. 
 I was privileged to spend these 
two days in Jerusalem on my first 
journey to Israel during a             
Federation trip in 2010.  There is a 
unique feeling that permeates the 
country during these two holidays.  
During the first of these two days, 
the mood is somber; solemnity is 
the overall theme.  It is logical   
because in a country as small and as 
threatened as Israel has been,    
everyone has lost someone to the dual threats of war and terrorism.  Late 
in the afternoon, a memorial siren is sounded and the whole country 
stops to remember.  Cars stop on the highway; people stop mid-sentence, 
in streets, cafes and houses.  They spend one silent minute in               
contemplation and memory.  Then later, as the sun goes down, a new day 
begins – one of celebration for freedom, for a nation of identity. It is the 
recognition that sacrifice preserved a great gift: freedom in a country 
dedicated to democracy and Jews. Frivolity and fun continue late into the 
night, barbeques and parties mark the following day. 
 This seeming clash of extremes reminds me of the many separations 
we have in Judaism.  We separate Shabbat from the week, we separate 
meat and milk, and we separate ourselves from the world when we 
mourn.  But even in mourning, we are on a path back to reuniting with 
life and the celebration of the lives we have been given. We recognize 
both sides of our existence and in acknowledging the sadness that falls in 
our lives, we are able to move on to appreciate the joys in life where they 
are. 
 Which brings me to the end of May – Shavout.  One of the Shalosh 
Regalim (the three main pilgrimage holy days – Sukkot, Pesach and     
Shavuot), Shavout is a biblical holiday celebrating the giving of the Torah.  
During this time we read the Book of Ruth, because just as the Hebrews 
accepted the Law when Moses descended Mount Sinai, Ruth accepted 
Judaism.  In thinking about this article, I see another parallel.  Ruth’s story 
begins in sadness. She has lost her husband, and Naomi has lost both her 
sons. They are homeless.  At the end of the story, Ruth has married and 
continued the family, blessing her mother-in-law Naomi with             
grandchildren – and in fact blessing us all because those children become 
the forebears of King David, who united Judah and Israel into one Jewish 
Kingdom.   
 So the message of Iyar is one of hope and community.  For every 
sadness we endure, there is hope for the next joy. There is gratefulness 
for the community that mourns with us when we are sad and celebrates 
happiness together with us.  I hope to see everyone for our community 
celebration of Shavout in May and, of course, I hope that our joys always 
outnumber our sorrows. 

Congregation Neve Shalom  
Slate for 2017-19 

 

President:  Debbie Schildkraut 
Vice Presidents: 

 Education – Judi Harrison 
Fund Raising – Michael Kushner 

House – Stuart Mantel 
Membership – Steven Schneider 

Ritual – Andrea Colby 
 

Treasurer:  Linda Gotlib 
Financial Secretary:  Lawrence Dombrow 

Recording Secretary:  Carol Hacker 
 

Board (Two Year Term 2017-2019)    
Karen Alexander 

Jackie Alter 
Ken Braverman 

Marlene Fineman 
Howard Frank 
Jamie Grubman 
Heidi Haiken 

Susan Lemerman 
Lynn Sessler 

Howard Zuckerman 
 

Nominating committee from the congregation 
Brett Schildkraut 

Jeff Schulman 
Michelle Stein 

 
Board Members continuing their 2016-18 terms 

 (not voted on this year) 
Joel Caplan 

Andrea Colby 
Joshua Danziger 

Judi Harrison 
Susan Kashan 

Stanley Loewenthal 
Marvin Rubinstein 
Cory Schneider 

Stacey Sern 
Mitchell Skolnick 
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Hebrew School 
         News 

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Friday,  May 5 
6:00 pm:  Dinner 

7:30 pm: 7th graders will help lead the service and will  
receive their commencement certificates and gifts 

 

Saturday, May 6 
10:30 am: Shabbat 2.0 

 

Saturday, May 13 
10:30 am: Shabbat 2.0 

Noon:  Shabbat Kef 
 

Sunday,  May 14 
Lag B’Omer Games.   

Children should wear running shoes to Hebrew School. 
 

Saturday,  May 20 
10:30 am: Shabbat 2.0 

 

Sunday,  May 21 
Last day of Hebrew School.  At 9:00 am, we will present 

awards, gifts, certificates, report cards and our annual slide    
presentation of this school year.  We urge ALL parents to 

attend.  Immediately following, there will be a YLT meeting 
to which all parents are invited. 

 

Tuesday,  May 30 
Confirmation of our 10th grade students will take place at 
the start of Shavuot.  The service, led by our confirmands 

Allie Kashan and Sarah Schildkraut, will include traditional 
prayers, original speeches and a taste of the Book of Ruth. 

 

Minyan Shalem (Complete Minyan) 
and Our Multiple Minyan Program 

By Miriam Kafker and Wendy Kushner, Multiple Minyanim Chairs 

O 
ver the past three years we have offered several        
alternative minyanim on Shabbat as a means to enhance 
the religious experiences of our members. Led by both 

clergy and lay leaders, some of our offerings have included yoga, 
Torah study, a spiritual/musical service and a “Deeper Dive into 
Davening”. 
 We are delighted to announce another addition to our      
current range of Shabbat morning Multiple Minyanim, to be called 
the Minyan Shalem or “Complete Minyan”.  The minyan, which will 
be entirely lay-led (including the d'var Torah/sermon), will be held 
in the Beit Midrash, thereby allowing for a much smaller and more 
intimate feel to the davening.  We hope that this will create a   
spiritual and traditional experience in an informal environment 
and we welcome all to join us. 
 This minyan will be almost entirely conducted in Hebrew, and 
will add some sections of the service that are not always used in 
our regular sanctuary Shabbat morning service.  For example, the 
Minyan Shalem will repeat both the Shacharit and Musaf individual 
prayers or “amidot”, will include a beautiful and tuneful liturgical 
poem, “Anim Zmirot” (translated as, “I will sing sweet songs”)  
before “Adon Olam”, and when possible, we will read the         
complete Torah reading, rather than the triennial cycle reading.  
 The minyan will next meet on May 20, starting at 10:00 am.  
Psukei D’Zimrah will be davened as usual in the sanctuary at 9:30 
am. Minyan Shalem will include the Shacharit, the Torah and   
Musaf services.  After Musaf, Minyan Shalem will rejoin the      
congregation for Kiddush, Motzi and Kiddush lunch.  If you have 
any questions about this new and exciting minyan, or would like to 
lead a portion of the service or read from the Torah, please feel 
free to contact us (Wendy Kushner at whkushner@gmail.com; 
Miriam Kafker at mkafker@optonline.net), Rabbi Rosin, or     
anyone on the Ritual Committee.  And if you have any ideas for 
other alternative minyanim, we would love to hear them! Our goal 
is to meet our members wherever they may be on their spiritual 
journey.  Every Jewish Journey is unique. Neve Shalom is here to 
support you on your journey. Together, we build One Community. 

Our member, Bob Moss, received the 
 James Flack Norris Award in Physical Organic Chemistry. 

The purpose of this prestigious award is to encourage and 
reward outstanding contributions to physical organic 

chemistry.  The award consists of $5,000 and a certificate.  
The ACS Northeastern Section established the award in 

1963 in commemoration of James Flack Norris. 

A Time to Kvell 
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By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Adult Ed News 

T his year’s Ad Ed speaker 
series has been a great 

success. We wish to thank 
Gilbert and Claudie Hayat for 
their wonderful support in 
bringing such excellent and 
diverse speakers to Neve 
Shalom. 
 On May 7 at 10:00 am, 
the Israel and Shirley Segal 
Memorial Lecture will present 
Viviana Zelizer speaking 
about “Women’s Money: Are All Dollars Equal?”  Viviana is 
a professor of Sociology at Princeton University and has 
published numerous books and articles. Of course, Neve 
Shalom members know her as Rabbi Zelizer’s wife for the 
many decades they have been with Neve Shalom. She is in 
great demand as a speaker around the world and we very 
much look forward to her talk this year here at our        
synagogue. We thank the Segal family for endowing this 
annual event. It is with sadness that we add Shirley’s name 
this year to the lecture. Shirley was a powerhouse of this 
congregation and is greatly missed by so many friends. 
After the lecture refreshments will be served. 
 This month, as the Jewish holiday of Shavuot starts, we 
will present two excellent speakers as our “Leil               
Tikkun” (Night of Study). Stephan Gross and Rabbi Rosin 
will begin teaching at 8:00 pm and continue till about 10:00 
pm.  Refreshments will be served and interesting            
discussions will take place.  
 At 7:00 pm that evening our 10th grade Confirmation 
Class, Allie Kashan and Sarah Schildkraut will lead the    
holiday service, chant part of the Book of Ruth and talk 
about aspects of Judaism that have meant a great deal to 
them. 

By Barbara Spack, Oren Chaplin,  
Co-chairs, Israel Awareness Committee 

srael on My Mind 

H ere we are in the middle of this month of four special ,“ימים   yom’s” (days) 
in the Hebrew calendar: Yom Hashoah—Holocaust Memorial Day, April 24; 

Yom HaZikaron—Israel Remembrance Day; May 1; Yom Ha’Atzmaut—May 2, 
Israel Independence Day and, finally, Yom Yerushalayim—Commemoration of 
the re-unification of the city of Jerusalem during the Six Day War, May 24.  
These days are filled with history and commentary, sadness and celebration as 
well as unique traditions and we know you will discover all of them plus so 
much more on the websites below. 
 As the Israel Awareness Committee, we hope that we fulfill our 
“awareness” mission with this list of websites that will serve you well as you 
search out the particular ones that fill your needs to learn what is happening in 
Israel and the Jewish world. Try them out, subscribe—practically all of them are 
free—and enjoy! 

 

 Arutz Sheva: http://www.israelnationalnews.com  News, live radio broad-
cast, political commentary, Arab press coverage and a video library. 

 Daily Alert from the Jerusalem Public Affairs Committee: http://
www.jcpa.org Assorted extracts, reports  and opinions excerpted from publi-
cations and reports from around the world. 

 Ha’aretz: http://www.haaretz.com English version of the Israeli Edition.  
Requires registration or subscription. 

 Honest Reporting: http://honestreporting.com  News site with articles 
focused on supporting Israel and its actions in the Middle East and the 
world. 

 Israel Defense Forces: http://www.idfblog.com Blog of the IDF, Israel’s na-
tional army, with news about Israel and the IDF.  

 Israel Hayom: http://israelhayom.com/site/about.php English language 
version of Israel Hayom, a large Israeli news website 

 Israel Today: http://www.israeltoday.co.il Current events of interest to all 
Israel supporters. 

 Jerusalem Post: http://www.jpost.com Israeli English newspaper, covering 
everything from Israel news to news about Jews in the Diaspora as well as 
the Arab Israel conflict.  

 Jerusalem Online: http://www.jerusalemonline.com Jerusalem’s Channel 
Two news in English. 

 Rethink Israel: http://www.fromthegrapevine Positive outlook stories 
about Israel. 

 Stand With Us: http://www.standwithus.com StandWithUs is an interna-
tional, non-profit organization which believes that education is the road to 
peace 

 Talk Israel: TalkIsrael.org:  Talk Israel is an android mobile app designed to 
revolutionize the way that pro-Israel content is consumed and shared, allow-
ing advocates to broaden their reach and measure their impact in unprece-
dented ways. 

 The Times of Israel: http://timesofisrael.com Jerusalem-based online news-
paper that documents developments in Israel, the Middle East and around 
the Jewish world.  Check out the Start-Up Israel tab at the top for the latest 
in new advances. 

 YNet News: http://www.ynetnews.com English-language edition of YNet, 
Israel’s largest and most popular news and content website. 

Viviana Zelizer  

Please remember  
Neve Shalom with a gift in 
your will, trust, retirement 

account or life  
insurance policy. 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com
http://www.jcpa.org
http://www.jcpa.org
http://www.haaretz.com
http://honestreporting.com
http://www.idfblog.com
http://israelhayom.com/site/about.php
http://www.israeltoday.co.il
http://www.jpost.com
http://www.jerusalemonline.com
http://www.fromthegrapevine
http://www.standwithus.com
http://timesofIsrael.com
http://www.ynetnews.com
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Is Mr. Spock Jewish? By Chef Lon 

The Recipe  
Romulan Ale is perhaps one of the most  well-known drinks in 
the Star Trek/Sci-Fi universe.  Here’s a twist on that drink . . .  
Romulan Ale Smoothie  
.  

F 
our decades ago my     
parents took me to see the 
first installment of the epic 

“Star Wars”.  Last year marked the 
fiftieth anniversary of the start of 
another science fiction classic, 
“Star Trek”, which first premiered 
in September 1966.  These, and 
many other science fiction movies, 
books, and TV shows have high-

lighted various alien races and religions throughout the galaxies, and 
it is interesting to note that Judaism has influenced this genre. 
 

Live Long and Prosper 
There are many symbols of Judaism appearing through the sci-fi  
universe, although many are subtle.  For instance, the famous Vulcan 
salute which Mr. Spock uses as a greeting, was derived by late    
Leonard Nimoy, for “Star Trek” from his memory of the hand signal 
the Kohanim make during the Priestly Blessing (the hands form the 
Hebrew letter shin ( )).  ש The salute is associated with the greeting 
“Live Long and Prosper” may also correlate to the Jewish/Hebrew 
greeting Shalom Alechem ( לֹום ֲעֵליֶכם ) שָׁ which means “may peace be 
upon you” in English; as well as the Vulcan reply “Peace and long 
life,” which also correlates to the Hebrew aleikhem shalom, which 
means “unto you peace.”  
 Although Gene Roddenberry, the creator of “Star Trek”, was not 
Jewish, his two co-writers for the series (Bob Justman and Herb 
Solow) were.  This may account for some of the Jewish-like themes 
that were infused into the episodes, such as some of the aliens 
(including the Vulcans) being treated as outsiders, or the episodes 
probing into the evils of the Holocaust and genocide. It is well known 
that the actors who portrayed the two main characters,  Mr. Spock 
and Captain Kirk, Jewish (Leonard Nimoy as Mr. Spock and William 
Shatner as Kirk). Also many are unaware, but one of the secondary 
characters on the bridge was also Jewish (Walter Koenig, playing 
Pavel Chekov). 
 The character of Mr. Spock was a vegetarian. It is speculated 
that this was one way of keeping the character Kosher, without out-
right stating it in the series – however, it may also come from the 
Buddhist non-violent ideology, which do not believe in killing animals 
(or even insects) for food. In Star Trek, the writers did not really bring 
religion into their characters, and did not state it outright in the  
series, but there is speculation that the Klingon character Worf, who 
was adopted as a child, had Jewish parents. 
 

May the Schwartz Be with You 
Forty years ago, when I was a ten-year old kid and first saw the first 
“Star Wars” movie, there was an automatic awe of the story and its 
characters.  The whole idea of the “force” and the Jedi really        
appealed to me – as a kid, and as a Jew.  Even at this young age I saw 
a direct correlation between the Jedi and the Jews. When Mel 
Brook’s movie “Spaceballs” was released ten years later and        
provided a satirical view of the Jewish themes in the original movie, 
the comparison was of no shock to me. 
 George Lucas, the creator of the Star Wars franchise, was not 
Jewish (he was a non-religious Methodist with Buddhist leanings). 
However, with co-producer Gary Kurtz, the “religion” of the Jedi was 
created so that it could be simply explained, as done by Obi-Wan 

Kenobi, “It's an energy field created by all living things. It surrounds us 
and penetrates us. It binds the galaxy together.”  Although they may 
not have intended it to be more than a nondescript religious notion, in 
the 2011 census taken in England and Wales, over 175,000 people  
stated “Jedi” as their religion. 
 There are a number of individuals of Jewish ancestry that are  
actors, director, producers, etc. that may have had some influence on 
the movie, including: Harrison Ford (Han Solo), Carrie Fisher (Princess 
Leia), Lawrence Kasdan (co-writer “Episode V”, “Episode VI”, and 
“Force Awakens”), and director Irvin Kershner (Episode V). The wise 
Yoda was a puppet, but was voiced by Jewish voice actor Frank Oz. The 
beautiful Natalie Portman (Princess/Senator Amidala) and director JJ 
Abrams (Force Awakens).  [Fast Fact: The writing on Darth Vader’s  
uniform looks like it is a form of Hebrew, and when read upside down, 
it translates to “One shall be regarded innocent until he is proven 
guilty.”] 
 “Star Wars” is a story that parallels the history of the Jewish    
people.  From the earliest days of its faith, the Jews have always had to 
take on a larger insurgence of evil. It parallels the many stories we 
know, such as the early Israelis warring against the Philistines, the 
brave band of Maccabees against the Greek Empire, the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising, or currently the dozens of UN countries teaming up 
against Israel and its small handful of allies. 
 

Jews in Sci-Fi 
There have been many Jews that have been a part of the genre of   
science fiction and adventure/fantasy in book and on the small and big 
screens. Although many are well respected for their works, their     
religion was not whole-heartedly accepted, until recently.  Many of the 
Jewish authors of the past include Hugo and Nebula Award winners 
Murray Leinster, William Tenn, and Robert Silverberg, of course Isaac 
Asimov, as well as the founder of the first science fiction magazine, 
Amazing Stories; Hugo Gernsback (the Hugo Award is named after 
him). We should also not forget the groundbreaking sci-fi movie,     
Metropolis (1927), directed by the legendary Fritz Lang (Jewish-born 
mother). 
 

Ingredients 
1 cup blueberries + 
4 blueberries 
8 oz plain yogurt 
2 oz. blue curacao 
3 oz. vodka 
4 oz ice 
2 tbs sugar 
2 oz. seltzer 
½ tsp vanilla extract 

Directions 
1. Add all ingredients (except 4 
blueberries) into blender and mix 
well. 
2.  Place remaining 4 blueberries on 
top of drink.  

Happy Cooking, 
——Chef Lon  
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W ell, I am certain that I am dating 
myself here, but the first thing I 

think when I hear Federation is “Space – 
the final frontier. These are the voyages 
of the starship Enterprise. Its five-year 
mission: to explore strange new worlds, 
to seek out new life and new              
civilizations, to boldly go where no man 
has gone before.”  By that distant date 
in the future, the world has erased the 
need for geo-political boundaries, for 
tangible money (hello Bitcoin?), and has 
joined forces with other civilized,       
inhabited planets throughout the galaxy. 
Societies in Gene Rodenberry’s future 
world vision call his peaceful union of 
planets: the Federation. 
 We (the Jewish Community) have a 
Federation too, and while not as big, has 
a mission (almost) as far-reaching as the 
imaginary one, and certainly more   
available to us. 

What is the Jewish Federation?  
According to the local chapter, the   
Jewish Federation in the Heart of New 
Jersey, it “brings together people,   
partners, and resources to fill pressing 
needs in Jewish life locally and world-
wide. We care for the vulnerable,     
inspire the next generation to embrace 
Jewish life, forge strong connections 
with Israel and overseas, and enhance 
access to a vibrant community.”  
 Well, noble, yes – but quite a 
mouthful. The truth is so many of us 
know very little of Federation beyond 
the annual call for donations.  But we 
should because their vision is to help: 
the elderly, the infirmed, those in times 
of crisis, Jewish children, and all       
peoples affected by disaster.  They also 
develop and support: Jewish leaders, 
the state of Israel, synagogue safety 
and cohesive Jewish communities. 

 We at Neve Shalom have spent 
time in the past few years exploring and 
developing our one community, which 
has been a warm and wonderful       
experience.  Yet we neither should 
close ourselves off to the greater     
community where we reside nor to our 
obligation as Jews regarding Tikkun 
Olam. The Jewish Federation in the 
Heart of New Jersey can help us realize 
our full potential as a community, and 
we can help them provide for the most 
vulnerable around us. 
 This Federation in the Heart of New 
Jersey is seeking out new life [in the 
Jewish community] and boldly going 
where we all should go – exploring the 
depths of our humanity here in our 
community and in the world. 

 Neve’s own Lon Dobbs donned his 
chef whites and led a masterfully planned 
hamantaschen-making workshop on 
March 5 in the synagogue kitchen. “Chef 
Lon” guided participants through a hands
-on recipe interspersed with fascinating 
factoids ranging from the etymology of 
the word hamantaschen to the historical 
origin of cookies. Participants in the 
event, which was part of the Java Nagila 
program series, each went home with a 
dozen of their own apple, cherry, and 
peach-filled hamantaschen just in time 
for Purim.  

From the Kitchen: A Hamantaschen Workshop 

 

By Christina Daniels, Vice President, Ritual 
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Matt Bonus ................... 1 
Melissa Boxer ............... 1 
Lawrence Dombrow ..... 6 
Michael Friederwitzer .. 3 
Sam Gilbert ................... 1 
Eric Goldman ................ 2 
Rosalie Green ............... 2 
Bruce Greenberg .......... 3 
Jennifer Greenberg ...... T1 
Elliot Kramer ................. 1 
Daniel Rosenfield ......... T1 
Mark Rosenfield ........... 10 
Michele Rosenfield ....... 12 
Brett Schildkraut........... 7 
Steven Schneider .......... 1 
Jeffrey Schulman .......... 2 
Stacey Sern ................... 1 
Barbara Spack ............... 2 
Allen Stern .................... 1 
Karen Weinstein ........... 4 
David Yellin ................... 2 
 
Haftarah 
Eric Goldman 
Evan Kramer 
Mark Rosenfield 
Barbara Spack 
 

Neve Shalom would like to 
thank the following people 
for chanting Torah during 
the month of March.  
T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

Membership Memo By Steven Schneider,  
Vice President, Membership 

N ew beginnings are what spring is all about. The weather is getting nicer every day, 
we have successfully made it through Pesach, we’re getting outside and enjoying 

life, and the flowers are blooming.  
 Even though Neve Shalom’s year is starting to wind down, there is still plenty go-
ing on in our Community. We have lots of programs and learning events in May.  
 Opportunities for socializing, learning, and observing are going on every day. 
Check out the calendar and find one thing you that interests you. 
  

Here is just a sampling of the events going on in May: 

 Israeli Dancing – Thursday nights 

 Community Shabbat Dinner – May 5 

 Israel Segal Memorial Lecture – Dr. Viviana Zelizer – May 7 

 Torah on Tap – Monday evenings 

 Guess Who’s Coming to Shabbos – May 12 

 55 Plus Group – May 17 

 Game Night – May 19 

 Harvest of Hops Competition – May 21 

 Shavuot – May 31- June 1 
 

 Begin a new habit and try an event that you haven’t 
gone to before. You have everything to gain.  
 Neve Shalom is as warm and inviting as it is because 
of all of you. Sharing your Jewish journey is what builds our Community. Let’s keep 
building together.  
 I look forward to seeing you soon!! 

Create a beautiful Judaic heirloom for yourself or someone special.   

 

For more information and to schedule your time on the loom, contact:  Cory Schneider at       
717-574-1807 or corstan65@gmail.com or Jennifer Bullock at  732-906-8565 or      
rnjbullock@aol.com. 

After tying the tzitzit, Farrah Grubman 
models the beautiful tallit she and her 

mother Jamie wove for her bat mitzvah, 
celebrated in February.   

She and her mom are so very proud!!. 

Dream Weavers  
in the  

Neve Shalom 
Loom Room 

mailto:corstan65@gmail.com
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N eve Shalom  
continues to   

support the efforts of 
Jewish Family  Service 
of Middlesex County to 

help the needy by collecting food for the     
Kosher Food Pantry.  Food   donations may 
be left at the synagogue in the closet near 
the stairs next to the stage. Going forward, 
USY will be  collecting a different item each 
month to be   donated. Please watch Neve 
Now! for more   information. Thank you for 
supporting these efforts!  
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We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
IN HONOR OF 
Rabbi Rosin ...................................... Rita and Mark Weisholtz 
Julius Feinson, thank you 
 for a lovely auction dinner .............. Susan and Eric Goldman 
Rabbi Eric Rosin, 
our wishes for good health .............. Jerome and Marilyn Bergman 
Dan Hirsch, thank you 
 for a lovely auction dinner .............. Susan and Eric Goldman 
Arielle Kafker, mazel tov 
on being named a  
Rutgers Hillel Student Rising Star ..... Bob and Deborah Chalfin 
Ron Becker, thank you for helping 
Farrah prepare for her bat mitzvah .. The Grubman Family 
Rabbi Rosin, thank you for  
supporting Farrah's preparation 
to become a bat mitzvah ................. The Grubman Family 
IN MEMORY OF .............................. FROM 
Evelyn Fitzel,  
mother of Shelly Lampf .................... Reuven, Nancy, Jennifer and Lisa Kaswin 
Gertrude Unger ................................ Sandy Wunder 
Herman Unger .................................. Sandy Wunder 
Yahrzeit ............................................ Michael and Florine Kaplan 
Elaine Grossman .............................. Gerald and Rhoda Grossman 
 
NER TAMID FUND 
IN HONOR OF ................................. FROM 
Michele Pavanello and  
Emmy Tenenbaum on the  
birth of Giovanni .............................. Stacey Sern and Jonathan Greenberg 
IN MEMORY OF .............................. FROM 
Jack Podelsky.................................... Arlene and Abe Podelsky 
Amy Wernik ..................................... Mark Sheratsky 
Yahrzeit ............................................ Lawrence Dombrow 
Irving Zocks ...................................... Kitty Haberman 
Ida Mikelonis .................................... Elaine and Jerry Glick 
Yahrzeit ............................................ Joyce Westerman 
Yahrzeit ............................................ Lisa Hersh-Heskes 
Leon Jay Bleaman ............................. Harold Marcus 
Molly Schreiber ................................ Philip Schreiber 
Benjamin Lechman ........................... Morris and Yetta Gelber 
Evelyn Oaklander ............................. Judith Kamen 
 
SUSY SCHWARTZ FUND 
IN MEMORY OF .............................. FROM 
Debbie Anes ..................................... The Szteinbaum Family 
Elliot Sladowsky, husband,  
father, and grandfather ................... Marilyn Sladowsky 
Lucy Breitbart ................................... Marilyn Sladowsky 
Anna Baras ....................................... Seymour and Rene Bromberg 
 
YOUTH FUND 
IN HONOR OF ................................. FROM 
The birth of Zack and Penina's  
daughter, Yael .................................. Scott, Cindy, Shayna, and Joshua Ull 
Farrah Grubman ............................... Stacey Sern and Jonathan Greenberg 
Adam Gross, thank you  
for helping Aaron learn Ashrei ......... The Grubman Family 

YOUTH FUND 
IN HONOR OF ................................ FROM 
Birth of Emmy Tenenbaum and  
Michele Pavano's son Giovanni ........Lawrence Dombrow 
 
SIMON AND YVONNE HAYAT EDUCATION FUND 
IN MEMORY OF ............................. FROM 
Lee Reiter .........................................Steven and Lori Shery  
 
GERSHON ROBINSON MUSIC & ART/TURTLETAUB LIBRARY FUND 
IN HONOR OF ................................ FROM 
Hazzan Levin, for supporting  
Farrah's preparation to 
become a bat mitzvah ......................The Grubman Family 
IN MEMORY OF ............................. FROM 
Anne Hodes ......................................Frances Schonberger 
 
FRIENDS OF NEVE SHALOM NURSERY SCHOOL FUND 
IN HONOR OF ................................ FROM 
Carrie Kass, your generosity .............The Grubman Family 
Debra and Dan Hirsch, for  
supporting Farrah's preparation 
to become a bat mitzvah ..................The Grubman Family 
 
COMMUNITY KIDDUSH FUND 
IN MEMORY OF ............................. FROM 
Brian Caplan .....................................Joel and Sandra Caplan 
Harry Nieman ...................................Joel and Sandra Caplan 
 
NEVE SHALOM BLOOD DRIVE IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL ALLEN 
THOMPSON FUND 
IN MEMORY OF ............................. FROM 
Yahrzeit ............................................Dr. Edward Thompson 
Irving Poloway ..................................Dr. Edward Thompson 
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Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, 

after surgery, after the birth of a child, please 
contact the Mitzvah Mission. 
No Mission Is Impossible! 

tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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THE MIDDLESEX MEDICAL GROUP 

Richard  B. Bullock, M.D., F.A.C.P. 
Diplomate  American Board of Internal Medicine and Geriatrics 

Darshana Tawde, M.D., F.A.C.P. 
Diplomate  American Board of Internal Medicine  

Anne Alliegro, RN, ANP-C 
Nurse Practitioner  

Jennifer E. Wiseman, RN, ANP-C 
Nurse Practitioner  

 

 225 May St., Suite E, Edison 732-661-2020 
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 
Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM 
MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

212-290-2630  

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity 
of the Jewish soul and we uphold and 

maintain reverence for the Jewish 
tradition 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Borrus, Goldin, Foley 
Vignuolo, Hyman & Stahl 

A professional corporation 
 

Julius J. Feinson 
counsellor at law 

jfeinson@borrus.com 
 

2875 us highway 1 north brunswick, nj 08902 
tel:  732-422-1000  fax:  732-422-1016 
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Neve Shalom 

Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 
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