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H ave you heard a story and really liked it. . . 
until you thought about it afterwards and 

realized that, in retrospect, it wasn’t such a 
great story after all?  There is a Hassidic story 
that is included in many High Holy Day         
anthologies and prayer books about a person 
who is lost in a forest.  She wanders aimlessly 
for hours until, finally, she encounters another 
person on the road.  Relieved, she addresses 
her fellow traveler, saying, “I’m so happy that 
I’ve found you!  Do you know the way out of 
these woods?”   
 The other person raises his head and 
thoughtfully responds, “I too am lost.  I can’t tell 
you where to go, but I can tell you where I’ve 
been.  Perhaps if you tell me what you have 
encountered we can combine what we know 
and together we can find our way out.” 
  I’ve always been moved by vulnerability of 
the characters and the way that they respond 
by supporting each other, but on closer 
thought, I find myself put off by the way that 
this metaphor suggests that we’re all lost and 
that, when we look back at where we’ve been, 
most of what we see are the mistakes that 
we’ve made. 
 A scholar named Peter Block once        
observed that there are two ways to look at the 
stories in our past.  One way limits us,          
suggesting that the failures and challenges in 
our pasts are destined to repeat themselves and 
to prevent us from ever succeeding.  I feel like 
this story follows that pattern.  It asserts that 
we’re all lost and we are destined to continue 
taking wrong turns until, by sheer luck, we 
stumble upon some route to temporary       
success. 

 But there is another way to look at our 
past as well.  Instead of looking at our missteps, 
we can focus on our successes and draw energy 
from them as we continue to strive for other, 
higher goals. 
 As my second year at Neve Shalom draws 
to a close, we haven’t yet reached our 
“destination” and it’s likely that we never will.  
Change is a constant and new challenges will 
always arise.  Nevertheless, as I look back, I am 
heartened and energized by our successes and 
by the progress that we have made towards 
realizing our vision of being “One Community.” 
 From my very first encounters with Neve 
Shalom during the rabbinic search process, it 
was clear that this is a very special and deeply 
engaged community.  From the number of 
people who attend and lead Shabbat services 
including the lay-led Shabbat afternoon and 
evening services to the energy, engagement 
and sheer number of people who greeted Jen 
and I during our first Shabbat here, it has been 
constantly clear how fortunate Jen and I (and 
now Sam) are to be members of this kehilla 
kedoshah, this sacred community.   
 Since my arrival, too, I have been struck by 
the willingness to experiment and the          
dynamism of our lay leadership.  I watched the 
monthly community dinners progress from an 
idea to a reality that has attracted an           
intergenerational crowd averaging over 140 
members, guests and prospective members 
who fill the Miller Ball Room and the sanctuary 
with the joy of Shabbat at least one Friday night 
each month.  I watched as the Adult Education 
Committee and the Youth Leadership Team 
joined forces to expand the audience for our 

annual Book and 
Author event so 
that it includes not 
only our adults, 
but also our    
religious school 
students and their 
families as well.  
And this year, we changed the format of our 
Megillah reading on Purim to not only include a 
brilliant song parody by Michael Colby and   
projections of terrific illustrations by Lauren        
Rabinowitz, but we designed the entire even-
ing to meet the needs of our entire synagogue 
and moved away from the practice of having 
one Megillah reading for adults and another for 
families. 
 And, of course, I could go on.  The “Guess 
Who’s Coming to Shabbas?” program has    
enabled members who may never have met to 
get together in each other’s homes and the 
Concert for Peace that Hazzan Levin brought 
into our sanctuary enabled us to welcome over 
500 members of our larger Metuchen and   
Edison communities to join us in our ambition 
to help usher in a more peaceful world.   
 We may not yet have reached our 

“destination” but we are far from lost.  To our 

credit, most of the time our attention is firmly 

fixed on the future and it’s great to feel like 

we’re heading so deliberately forward, but as I 

pause in this moment to look back over the past 

two years, I would like to recognize and thank 

Dan Hirsch, my first president and partner in 

the leadership in this community and everyone 

else who has made this journey so inspiring.   
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Jerusalem Jubilee and Shir Joy! 

T 
his year Makhelat Hamercaz, the Jewish Choir of Central NJ, which is      
directed by Cantor Anna West Ott and me, will give our 14th annual Spring 
Concert. The program will be filled with songs that are either joyful in their 
own right or mention the word song. The program will take place on    

Thursday, June 8 at B’nai Tikvah in North Brunswick at 7:30 pm. If you can be a patron 
or sponsor or would like tickets please speak with Hazzan Levin. A delicious, kosher 
reception will take place afterwards. 
 Recently, we performed several pieces conducted by Dr. Joshua Jacobson of   
Boston. These included an amazing cantata written almost 500 years ago in Hebrew 
by a non-Jewish composer. A young tenor, Benjamin Berman, will be the soloist, to 
bring to life this “Hebrew Cantata” by Carlo Grossi. We also will again perform an 
operatic like setting of the Jerusalem poem, Somachti, by Jacques Offenbach. Several 
songs about Israel including “Shir L’Shalom” (Song of Peace) and “Jerusalem of Gold” 
will be sung. 
 Some fun pieces including a Scott Joplin ragtime song in Yiddish and a Barry   
Manilow hit will be performed. New songs, old songs, Yiddish, Israeli, American, 
Classics and Pop will help make this evening truly one of “Shir Joy.”   A new award 
winning piece by our pianist Dave Schlossberg will be sung. I recently created a “mash
-up” of a new song by Noah Aronson (“Zamru L’Adonai”) and one by Michael Ochs 
(“When We Sing”) which both speak of our love of music and how it can uplift us all. 
 We hope you can join us for this joyful event and we look forward to sharing our 
songs with you. 

In Memoriam 

Sidney Cammy, 
Father of Joe Cammy 

 
Eugene Feldman, 

Father of Frayda Kleiman 
 

Sally Rosenblum, 
Mother of Sandy Vorensky 

 
Seymour Sandler, 

Our member 
 

Leonard Schlesinger, 
 Father of Ruth Sherman  

 
Rose Yanvary, 
Our member 
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Ritually Speaking 
By Christina Daniels, Vice President, Ritual 

S o, … it’s been a long and 
wondrous journey.  For the 

last ten years, I have served as 
Ritual Vice President.  This   
decade on the Executive     
Committee has been one of 
growth, and of balancing     
tradition and progress.  The last 
four years focused on the 
peaceful and smooth transition 
between Rabbis.  I would be 
lying if I told you that this     
decade of service has always been easy on my family, but by the 
same token, I tell you with all honesty – it has been rewarding, it has 
enhanced my knowledge and understanding of Judaism, and I    
treasure the relationships that I have cultivated.  I hope that others 
have benefitted from the work that the ritual committee has put in, 
the programs we have developed and the efforts that we have made 
over the years.   
 Here is my wish – that we all continue to grow; that religious, 
observant Judaism continues to flourish at Neve Shalom; that we 
can find meaningful ways to include those we love while supporting 
traditional Conservative  Judaism; and that USY, Jewish camp life 
and youth programming blossoms again with the participation of 
younger children and families to help support our youth in their own 
journey to observant Judaism.  These wishes only happen with   
parents and grandparents who are committed to Judaism and to 
their children’s spiritual growth.   
 If you are not sure how to make these wishes happen, find one 
Shabbos, one holy day and live it observantly; ask about the        
resources we have – educational and financial – to support Jewish 
practice, camps and trips; or call on the ritual committee. Andrea 
Colby along with devoted members of that committee will help 
you make it happen, in steps that work for your family.   
 Andrea is a long-time member of the ritual committee.  She has 
chaired High Holy Day Auxiliary Search committees and the         
Rabbinical Search committee.  This past year, she has been the   
Ritual Committee Chair.  As she transitions to the role of VP Ritual, I 
have full confidence that Neve Shalom and the “ritually speaking” 
things with which we concern ourselves are in good hands. 
 There is simply no way – this bulletin isn’t big enough – for me 
to individually thank all the people who have contributed to ritual 
life in our synagogue. To all those who have submitted surveys,   
presented problems and creative solutions, those who have     
attended meetings and brainstormed resolutions, those who have 
quietly taken up obligations around the building and throughout our 
community, those who have formed sub-committees to enhance 
ritual practices, those who have reviewed new literature and those 
who have donated time, money, books, and soul to our one        
community, I thank you from the bottom of my heart.  I appreciate 
you and all you have given. 
 To everyone in our community, my wish is that throughout 
your journey, you remember to enrich your family, your children 
and your lives with tools that our religion gives us. Live Judaism and 
share it.  

H 
ayley Michal Pinkowitz, the 
daughter of Marci and David 
Pinkowitz, will become a bat 

mitzvah on Saturday, June 10. 
 Hayley’s sister Elisa will join family and 
friends in celebrating this special day, along 
with Grandma Susan Pinkowitz from Old 
Bridge; Grandpa Philip Pinkowitz from 
Maplewood; Uncle Mark and Aunt Vicky 
Szuran from Riverdale, NY; and Aunt    
Debbie and Uncle Russ Dooley from    
Warner Robins, GA. 
  Hayley is a 7th grade student at Iselin Middle School, where she 
is in the Gifted and Talented Program, and where she was elected to 
membership in the National Junior Honor Society. Her favorite 
school subjects are Language Arts and Science. 
 Hayley is a member of the Iselin Middle School Band, where 
she plays the trumpet, and she sings in the Iselin Middle School 
Choir. Also, she is involved with the Academic Challenge team and 
the school newspaper, the Panther Press. Outside of school, Hayley 
studies dance and at Congregation Neve Shalom, she participates in 
Kadima. 
 In her spare time, she likes hanging out with friends, dancing, 
going to the movies, and spending quality time with family. 
  With her family, Hayley has traveled to Disney World and    
Universal Orlando in Florida and Hershey Park in Pennsylvania. She 
has also visited New York City, Maryland, Washington, DC, Virginia, 
Massachusetts, Aruba, and Bermuda. 
 For her mitzvah project, Hayley is raising money for Stop the 
Clot, an organization that informs people about blood clot risks, 
symptoms, and prevention. www.crowdrise.com/hayleys mitzvah-
project 

Called to the Torah 

N eve Shalom  
continues to   

support the efforts of 
Jewish Family  Service 
of Middlesex County to 

help the needy by collecting food for the     
Kosher Food Pantry.  Food   donations may 
be left at the synagogue in the closet near 
the stairs next to the stage. Going forward, 
USY will be  collecting a different item each 
month to be   donated. Please watch Neve 
Now! for more   information. Thank you for 
supporting these efforts!  

Hayley 

By Flora Cowen 

http://www.crowdrise.com/hayleys%20mitzvah-project
http://www.crowdrise.com/hayleys%20mitzvah-project
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Hebrew School News By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Kiddush in class 

Sukkot 

Simchat Torah 

Simchat Torah 

Chanukah Prayer Fair 

Consecration 

Purim Shpiel 

Seder 

Havdalah 

J-Serve 

Pesach Breakout 

Purim Carnival 
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By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Adult Ed News 

E ach year we think that the Adult Education 
speakers, courses and programs were the best 

ever. Again this past year we had many outstanding events and 
excellent presenters. 
 First, we thank Gilbert and Claudie Hayat who sponsor our 
Shabbat speaker series. We also thank Bob Moss and Sam Grafton, 
the Ad Ed chairs, and the entire committee for their input, ideas, 
support and hard work. We thank the teachers, Bruce Greenberg 
who taught Hebrew, Michele Rosenfield who organized the Mincha 
Shabbat study, Stephan Gross who teaches Talmud, Rabbi Rosin, 
and Hazzan Levin for their Musar and Prayer classes and the Men’s 
Club members who run the outstanding Monday evening Torah on 
Tap    discussions. 
 This year’s Scholar In Residence, Judith Hauptman, is one of 
the world’s leading experts on women in the Talmud. Her depth of 
knowledge and love of the Talmud was engaging to all. We are so 
grateful for the many contributors to the Scholar Fund this year: 
Flora Cowen, Gail Davis, Lawrence Dombrow, Linda Erdreich,  
Julius Feinson, Lena Feld, Sandra Fields, Joy and Sam Grafton,     
Gerald and Rhoda Grossman, Lynne Harrison, Michael Kessler and 
Barbara Reed, Robert and Sandy Moss, Marvin Rubinstein, Edna 
Sherber, Barbara and Eliot Spack. 
 
Our Shabbat guest speakers included the following: 
 Rev. Annari Griesel spoke of Israel through the eyes of a 

Christian minister, 
 Julian Zelizer gave fascinating insights into this year’s unusual 

election, 
 Ted Merwin spoke with great passion about Jewish Delis, 
 Martin Raffel spoke about the BDS movement and fielded 

difficult questions from our members about anti-Semitism, 
 Judith Gerson spoke about German Jewish immigrants in the 

1930s and various aspects of their identities. 
 
 In May, the Israel and Shirley Segal Lecture featured Viviana 
Zelizer who taught about Women and Money. 
 This past year we hosted the Global Day of Jewish Study. We 
thank Rabbi Rosin and Rabbi Vaisburg, Hazzan Levin, Jennine 
Shpigel and the Hebrew School faculty for their wonderful and 
engaging lessons. 
 The Fifty Five Plus Club has brought a wide array of             
entertainers and speakers and our Hadassah groups and Sisterhood 
have had wonderful programs as well. The Israel Awareness     
Committee brought experts to speak about Israel issues. They have 
also added Thursday evening Israeli dancing with Miriam Handler 
to our array of programs. The Book and Author Event, led by Amy 
Artman, brought four outstanding writers, one of whom also 
spoke with the Hebrew School kids. The local Interfaith Clergy  
hosted a Concert for Peace, at Neve Shalom that helped bring our 
community together with over 600 people in attendance. The   
Hazzan organized an evening of Jerry Herman songs and Havdalah. 
 This has surely been another excellent year of varied programs 
and great presentations and we thank everyone who taught,     
contributed and learned with us this year. 

I t's hard to believe, but 
the school year is  

drawing to a close and it's 
time to say goodbye to 
our graduating 4 year old 
class of 2017.  What a 
wonderful year it has 
been and we wish you all 
much joy and success in 
kindergarten next fall!   
 A special thank you 
to the entire Nursery 
School teaching staff for all of their hard work and dedication.  Thank 
you as well to all of the parents of Neve Shalom Nursery School stu-
dents for their support and for playing such an active role in their 
child's preschool education. 
 Neve Shalom Nursery School is bursting with pride to announce 
that our Full Day Kindergarten and Kindergarten Wrap classroom is 
almost at full capacity for September, we only have a few spaces 
open in the afternoons only.  It took three years of hard work and 
perseverance to get this program up and running, but slow and 
steady wins the race!   
 During the month of May, the entire Nursery School participated 
in our Raising Butterflies project. They arrived as caterpillars and we 
observed them transform first into a chrysalis (cocoon) and then into 
beautiful Painted Lady butterflies which we released outdoors at the 
end of the school year. We look forward to 4 year old class            
graduation on Thursday, June 8 and the last day of school on Friday, 
June 9.  We also can’t wait for our first day of Summer Program 2017 
on Wednesday, June 14! 
 If you, or anyone you know, is interested in sending their child to 
any of the wonderful programs we offer here at Neve Shalom Nursery 
School, from our weekly Baby, Music, & Me class (which is free!) to 
Mommy & Me, Just Me,  2-1/2 year old class, 3 year old class, 4 year 
old class, and now Full Day Kindergarten and Kindergarten Wrap…
please have them contact Martha Mack, Director at 732-548-2238 ext 
17 or nurseryschool@neveshalom.net if they have any questions or 
to schedule a personal tour of our facility. 

Nursery School 
         News 

By Martha Mack, Director 

Our Four Year Olds 

Neve Shalom Nursery School is    
asking for end of the school year   
donations to help cover the cost of      
repairing and resealing the          

playground surface as well as    replacing some of our 
older pieces of furniture and toys. Whatever you can 
contribute to this effort would be so appreciated by our 
children.  Thank you in advance for thinking of us! 

mailto:nurseryschool@neveshalom.net
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By Chef Lon 

The Recipe  
 

What’s a deli sandwich without a side of cole slaw? 
 

Ingredients (6 servings) 
½ cup mayonnaise 
3 Tbs sugar 
1 ½ Tbs lemon juice 
1 Tbs vinegar 
½ tsp black pepper 
¼ tsp salt 
6 cups shredded cabbage 
1 cup shredded carrots 
 

Directions 
Mix all ingredients together in a large bowl. 

Havin’ a Picnic 
 One of the unintentional results of the French Revolution was 
the creation of the picnic as a social activity.  All of the royal gardens 
were converted into public spaces, and taking the family to the park 
for a casual lunch became “the thing to do” by the close of the 18th 
century.  The idea of preparing and eating food outdoors in a casual 
setting, and for fun, quickly spread to other countries.  This does not 
mean that all picnic foods are simple, especially in the 1800s, some 
picnics would include elaborate feasts for the occasion. These days, 
they can be as simple as throwing a few cold sandwiches into a bag 
with some chips and SODA. 
 The origin of the word picnic comes from the French phrase 
pique-nique or piquenique, which is a reference to a group of people 
that brought their own wine to a restaurant. The earliest known 
appearance of this word appearing was Origines de la Langue      
Francaise in 1692. The word was used to describe groups of people 
brining their own wine and food to the park, and then eventually was 
anglicized into the modern day picnic. However, the French word 
piquer is translated to “pick” in English – and may describe the action 
of each person going to the gathering picking what they will be   
bringing. 
 The term was really not used outside of France until the mid to 
late 1800s, and it was used to describe pot-luck lunches that did not 
necessarily have to held outside – where everyone contributed to 
the meal.  Eventually, the word evolved into what we understand it 
today, as a casual meal eaten outdoors (and it does not need to be 
by a large group).  
 

Delicatessen 
The modern picnic can be a very casual affair, and food does not 
even have to be pre-prepared.  Just stop into your local delicatessen 
and pick up a few cold-cut sandwiches, chips, and beverages.  Or get 
a little more daring and pick up hot sandwiches (like corned beef or 
pastrami) and a side of potato salad or coleslaw.  
 The first delicatessens, designated as places that sold foreign 
foods, originated in Germany during the 1700s. The German        
company Dallmayr is credited as being the world’s first delicatessen 
in Munich, which began business in 1700; and they are still in      
existence.  The word delicatessen originally comes from the French 
word délicatesse, which means “delicious thing (to eat).” The       
Germans adopted the word, and uses delikatesse to describe food.  
However, the root of the word is even much older and may come 
from the Latin word delicatus, which translates to “giving pleasure or 
pleasing” – although maybe not specifically food.  German            
immigrants brought this idea to America with them, and they began 
establishing delicatessens in the mid 1800s. The first known use of 
the word delicatessen in the United States occurred in 1885. As time 
went on food stores, such as supermarkets, began specifying areas of 
their stores as delis, where they would sell cold-cuts, salads, and 
other assorted dishes. 
 The first Jewish delicatessen in the United States, Katz’s Deli, 
opened its doors in New York City in 1888. However, they did not 
become commonplace until the 1920s. After WWI, the Jewish      
immigrants began making their way up into the middle class and had 
more money to spend. So they now had money to spend on meats 
like pastrami, which was truly a delicacy at that time. They also   
became meeting places for Jews. Anti-Semitism was always around 

each corner, especially during that time, so Kosher delis became a place 
where Jews could go and not worry that their religion would be the 
cause of scorn.  As the Jewish people made further advances in their         
economic standing, delis became more prevalent. At the height of  
popularity, there were 15,000 Jewish delis in New York City alone; in 
2015 there were only 15 businesses that registered as such. 
 

Now That’s a Sandwich 
 Over the decade that I worked in the deli, I literally made        
thousands of sandwiches. The three most popular meats were corned 
beef, pastrami, and turkey.  Other meats included brisket, roast beef, 
salami (soft and hard), bologna, tuna salad, chicken salad, chopped 
beef liver, and tongue. I never acquired a taste for liver, but tongue has 
always been one of my favorites.  Through the years I have served (or 
eaten myself) almost every conceivable combination of these meats on 
a sandwich with various toppings and condiments, such as mustard, 
Russian dressing, mayonnaise, cole slaw, potato salad, pickles,         
cranberry sauce, etc. One of my favorites was the oddly-named       
knishawich, where I sliced open the center of a Gabila’s potato knish 
and added slices of pastrami and mustard (delicious). Although I have 
added ketchup to a number of sandwiches for customers, that is not 
for me.   
 Of course, Jewish delis also sell their share of other “Jewish” food 
such as matzo ball soup, knishes, boiled beef flanken, stuffed cabbage, 
and hot dogs. Most Jewish delicatessens also serve American food as 
well, such as fried chicken, beef burgers, steak, and salad. 
 

International Holiday 
 June 18 of each year marks International Picnic Day. Yes, it is a 
“made-up” holiday, but it is a fun one. The origin of the holiday is    
unknown, but probably has its roots stemming from the time of the 
French Revolution.  For those that follow it, it is a reason to go out and 
enjoy the day with a picnic, alone or with friends and family. However, 
the Northern Territory in Australia does have an official public holiday 
called Picnic Day, celebrated on the first Monday of August. 
 

For an unabridged version of the article, visit: 
 https://foodhistoryreligion.wordpress.com/  

Happy Cooking, 
——Chef Lon  

Life is a Picnic By Chef Lon 

https://foodhistoryreligion.wordpress.com/
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Dear Friends: 
 I wanted to take this opportunity to write to the members of our 
Community for the last time as President, although by the time you 
read this, my successor will have been elected and perhaps installed 
as the new President of Neve Shalom.    I have been ruminating,    
mentally, on what I want my last message as President to be.  I could 
take this time to list the successes of the past two years or I could 
outline the challenges that Neve Shalom will face as we move forward 
together, but I do not intend to make this message primarily about 
either of these subjects. 
 The successes include a very effective transition from Rabbi   
Zelizer to Rabbi Rosin as our Rabbi.  As a Community, we were    
fortunate to have had Rabbi Zelizer for 45 years, and to have him  
continuing as Rabbi Emeritus.  We have also been fortunate to have 
selected a wonderful man in Eric Rosin to succeed Rabbi Zelizer. As 
President, I have been uniquely privileged to be able to work very 
closely with Rabbi Rosin for the past two years, and I feel like the 
chance to get to know him and the way he lives Jewish values has 
been incredibly rewarding.  I cannot thank both Rabbis enough for all 
that they have done and continue to do for our Community.    
 Although the transition from one Rabbi to another was as 
smooth as we could possibly expect (and many thanks go to the   
Transition Committee), the primary other great success that I feel we 
have achieved over the past two years is the move towards “One     
Community”.  The idea of Neve Shalom as a community, of course, is 
not new – it was how most people viewed Neve Shalom during the 
Community Conversations prior the Rabbinic Search process, but the 
move to define ourselves as One Community was.  A goal of my    
presidency was to create and further a vision of One Community, and 
through that vision, form programs, events and processes that would 
strengthen our Community.  I think we all can agree that the sense of 
Community has grown and will continue to grow. 
 I wanted this article to focus on something that I, as President, 
have not really concentrated on, and that is Ritual.  For the past ten 
years, our Ritual Committee has been led by Christina Daniels as Vice 
President.  Although almost everyone knows Christina, not everyone is 

From the Synagogue President 
aware of how dedicated a parent she is, how hard working a nurse she 
is, and how incredible a Vice President she has been.  Over the last 
several years, I have been fortunate to have observed her at work as 
the Ritual Vice President, and I am always impressed by the level of 
her caring, concern and dedication.   Christina is stepping down from 
this role this June, and I wanted to thank her on behalf of myself, the 
Board of Directors and our Community as a whole.  Although Andrea 
Colby will make an excellent Vice President of Ritual, and  although I 
know that Christina will continue to be involved in Ritual, I know that 
Neve Shalom will miss Christina’s leadership.  Kol Hakavod! 
 Finally, I wanted to let the Community know that Christina and I 
will be assuming the role of assigning High Holy Day Honors for 5778.  
I would like to thank Eric Goldman and Jeff Schulman for taking the 
lead over the last several years. It is a difficult job, and I know that 
Christina and I look forward to the challenge.  I would like to assure 
the members of our Community that Christina and I are pledging as 
fair and open an assignment policy for High Holy Day honors as      
possible, but also wish to point out that we do not have the ability to 
provide an honor to everyone each year.  We will be establishing  
criteria for honors, and wish to point out that there may be some 
changes to the honors that are assigned.   While we cannot guarantee 
a particular honor going forward, we will make every attempt to   
recognize the efforts and contributions of our members throughout 
the year.  You will be hearing more from us as we move closer       
towards the High Holy Days. 
 Finally, I wanted to end this note by thanking the Neve Shalom 
Community for the honor of allowing me to serve you as President. 
When I agreed to take the title, it was not without some hesitation, as 
I was not sure that I was ready.  I like to think that I did an okay job, 
certainly not perfect, but that I tried to be nice, to be just, to support 
my Community, to do the best that I could do for the Community, and 
to work as hard as I could. I love this Community. I love the people 
that I work with, that I pray with, that I play with and that from time 
to time, that I cry with.  I could end by thanking everyone who has 
helped me, but that would lengthen the bulletin by twenty pages at 
least.  Thank you to all.  

By Daniel Hirsch 

Create a beautiful Judaic heirloom for yourself or someone special.   
 
For more information and to schedule your time on the loom, contact:  Cory 
Schneider at  717-574-1807 or corstan65@gmail.com or Jennifer  Bullock at  
732-906-8565 or  rnjbullock@aol.com. 

Dream Weavers in the Neve Shalom Loom Room 
It’s all in the family!!  Monica Chusid, sister of Elyse Schulman and member 
of the Conservative Synagogue of Westport-Weston-Wilton (CT) joins the 
esteemed Dream  Weavers of Congregation Neve Shalom to weave a challah 
cover! 

mailto:corstan65@gmail.com
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Melissa Boxer ................... 1 
Jake Bullock ...................... 4 
Andrea Colby .................... 2 
Benjamin Daniels ............. T1 
Lawrence Dombrow ......... 1 
Susan Edelstein ................ 1 
Michael Friederwitzer ...... 2 
Sam Gilbert ...................... 1 
Eric Goldman .................... 2 
Rosalie Green ................... 5 
Bruce Greenberg .............. 6 
Scott Greenberg ............... 2 
Adam Gross ...................... T1 
Rena Kallman ................... 2 
Ariella Kushner ................. T1 
Maya Kushner .................. T3 
Michael Kushner .............. 3 
Wendy Kushner ................ 1 
Brooke Margolin .............. T1 
Daniel Rosenfield ............. T1 
Mark Rosenfield ............... 19 
Michele Rosenfield ........... 2 
Cheryl Schneider .............. T1 
Jeffrey Schulman .............. 1 
Stacey Sern ....................... 10 
Martin Slutzky .................. 4 
Arlene Smith..................... 1 
Barbara Spack .................. 1 
Lisa Spiegel ....................... 2 
Karen Weinstein ............... 10 
David Yellin ....................... 19 
 

Haftarah 
Joel Bassoff 
Aimee  Braverman 
Bruce Greenberg 
Maya Kushner 
Michele Rosenfield 
Steven Schneider 
Barbara Spack 
Norman Spack 
 

Ashrei 
Paige McAuley .................. JR 
Patrick McAuley ............... JR 

Neve Shalom would like to 
thank the following people 
for chanting Torah during 
the month of April.  
T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

Membership Memo By Steven Schneider,  
Vice President, Membership 

One Community. Every Jewish journey is unique. Neve Shalom is here to support you on 

your journey. Together, we build One Community. 

 The building of our Community is the driving force behind all the work we are doing on 

the Membership Committee. Our focus has been to provide quality programs and to engage 

with all those in our community. We have worked hard to provide consistent and valuable 

communications. We continue to work towards these goals.  

 The past year has been full off wonderful events, programs, educational opportunities, 

and FUN! Here is a just a short list of many of the happenings at Neve Shalom: 
 

 Community Shabbat Dinners with ruach, children playing, good food, and new friends 
 The Rabbi’s class on Sundays focusing on Mussar 
 Multiple Minyanim including the introduction of new minyanim to appeal to everyone 
 Top-notch speakers (once again) from Adult Education 
 Tallit weaving in the Sisterhood Loom Room 
 Israel programs focused on understanding and dealing with the BDS movement 
 A growing Nursery School and Hebrew School with exciting things to come 
 Game nights that brought in every age group in our community 
 Musical Theater Program for our youth 
 Torah on Tap every Monday evening hosted by the Men’s Club 
 Active USY and Kadima programs almost every week 
 Supportive (and often behind the scenes) Bikor Cholim and Tikkun Olam  
 A super fun Purim Social supported completely by Sisterhood and Men’s Club dues 
 A rejuvenated Shabbat 2.0 program 
 Guess Who’s Coming to Shabbas 
 Terrific Suzy Schwartz concert featuring Noah Aronson 

 

 There has been so much more and the programming is already in the works for next year. 

If there is something you think we missed, let me know. We are always looking for new ideas.  

 On a final note, please keep your eyes open for two mailings to arrive in the next few 

weeks. The 2017-18 Membership and School Packets will be mailed in June.  

 A separate mailing for the High Holy Days will go out sometime in July. Be sure to check 

out the information on the Alternative Service (see page 9).  

 Have a wonderful summer!! 
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T his fall, Neve Shalom will again be 
offering an alternative service choice 

in addition to our usual traditional service 
in the sanctuary.  The Ritual Committee is 
currently working to finalize the themes 
for both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
5778 and the format of the                   
services.  Look for all of this information 
to be included in the High Holiday packet 
that will come to your home over the summer.  In the meantime, we hope to 
answer some basic questions about the development process and invite   
anyone who would like to become part of this process to contact Michele 
Rosenfield at mr399@optonline.net and Andrea Colby at allc37@aol.com. 

 

Why is the format of the alternative service changing? 
We are employing a continuous learning process in developing our alternative 
service, incorporating feedback from previous years and better addressing the 
needs of our community. 

 

How is this new service different from last year’s Alternative Service or from 
the Inter-Generational Service before it? 
Two years ago, we held an Inter-Generational service that was designed to 
meet the needs of families in place of Junior Congregation or children’s     
services.  Feedback from our community suggested that these families would 
be better served by reinstating designated children’s programing.  Last year, 
these programs were reinstated and the alternative service was re-fashioned 
to incorporate components of adult-education-style learning along with the 
highlights of a High Holiday service.  Because two hours proved not to be 
quite enough time to achieve all our goals, in accordance with the feedback 
we received from last year’s service, we have given ourselves license, and 
received rabbinical approval, to remove a significant portion of the liturgical 
content, and increase our focus on learning, text study, and discussion. 

 

Will this be a family service? 
Due to the fact that Junior Congregation and Children’s Services will again be 
available this year, and the timing will be aligned so that there is some form of 
programming covering the entire 2-hour period of the alternative service, the 
content of this service will be dedicated to teens and adults.  However, the 
environment will be structured so that families who choose not to avail  
themselves of children’s programming or babysitting should feel welcome in 
joining us. 

 

So what will the alternative service consist of? 
As set forth above, we are in the process of developing more specific pro-
gramming for the alternative service this year.  We will explore the meaning 
of “justice” in conjunction with Rosh Hashanah and how we can utilize Yom 
Kippur as an opportunity to prepare ourselves for the challenges we face in 
the year ahead.   We anticipate that the service will expand upon these 
themes and will include singing, readings, drama, and interesting small group 
discussions that will illustrate and enhance what the High Holy Days mean to 
you.  

 

When will I hear more about the alternative service? 
The High Holy Day packets will be mailed out over the summer--we will have 
additional information about the alternative service in that mailing.  This will 
help you decide whether you would like to be part of this new program. 

Join Us For A New Alternative  
High Holy Day Service This Fall! 

Men’s Club Minute 
By Steven Schneider, Men’s Club President 

T 
hank you! Thank you! It has been my honor to 
serve as the Men’s Club President for the past two 
years. Because of your participation and your will-

ingness to work hard on all the events and programs we 
have had that my experience has been so great.  
 I want to thank the Board, Lon Dobbs, Executive Vice 
President, Lawrence Dombrow, Secretary, Ira Schlitt,  
Treasurer, and, most importantly, Stu Mantel, Immediate 
Past President for you all your support and guidance over 
the past 24 months. With your teamwork and leadership, 
Men’s Club has been able to keep our regular programs 
fresh and fun and introduce some new programs that I’m 
sure will become mainstays.  
 In addition to the Board, thank you to all the chairmen of 
the various events and programs we do. Your dedication to 
planning, organizing, and promoting these programs allows 
us to achieve the FJMC mission of Involving Jewish Men in 
Jewish Life. Your work has also been instrumental in help-
ing Neve Shalom to achieve its vision of One Community. 
Yasher Koach to all of you. 
 I am excited about the new Men’s Club Board for 2017-
19. It is a solid group of guys with some great ideas and lots 
of energy. Good luck to all of you and I look forward to 
working with you.  
 

Men’s Club Board 2017-2019 
President – Lon Dobbs 
Executive Vice President – Lawrence Dombrow 
Secretary – Keith Boxer 
Treasurer – Bruce Levin 

 
 Men’s Club is a wonderful way to be involved in Neve 
Shalom and move further along your Jewish journey. I have 
been blessed to be part of such a great group of people and 
am excited for the future. Todah rabah chaverim!  

 2016-2017 dues are 
due by June 30 when 
our fiscal year ends. 

mailto:mr399@optonline.net
mailto:allc37@aol.com
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S inger-songwriter Noah Aronson was the 
featured performer at the 27th Annual 

Susy Schwartz Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Benefit Concert on April 30.   His soulful 
and energetic performance was  a treat for 
all.   
 In addition, Hannah Sessler, a       
scholarship recipient spoke about her expe-
riences as a participant in the 12th grade 
Golda Och Academy Neshama three month 
program to Poland and Israel.  She         
described traveling the length and width of 
Israel finding new adventures and         
wonderful people. 

Concert Music Translates into Extraordinary 
 Experiences for Neve Shalom Youth 

Noah Aronson performs. 

 Hannah detailed her short time in Europe and the shock, sadness, and horror of the 
concentration camps followed by her elation at the beauty, energy, and life she found in 
Israel. She talked about the sense of connection she felt and how her lifelong Jewish  
education all finally came together. 

Sincere thanks to the Sisterhood, Men's 
Club,  Rabbi Rosin's Discretionary Fund and 
numerous Neve Shalom donors and       
volunteers who helped support the Rutgers 
Hillel 6th Annual Ezra Schwartz Memorial 
FIT 5K Walk Run. Your participation is 
greatly appreciated and has guaranteed the 
success of our mission.  
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We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
IN HONOR OF ............................... FROM 
Dr. and Mrs. G. Hayat,  
your grandson, Braxton ....................... Lena F. Feld 

IN MEMORY OF ............................ FROM 
Morton Wernik .................................... Charlotte Sheratsky 
Claire Moskowitz.................................. Martin and Marilyn Tessler 
 

NER TAMID FUND 
IN HONOR OF ............................... FROM 
Yehuda and Jennine Shpigel 
on Lila Joan's birth ............................... Miriam, Shira, Arielle Kafker and Tyler Silver 
Susan Lass, your mother's  
speedy recovery ................................... Miriam, Shira, Arielle Kafker and Tyler Silver 
Rabbi and Viviana Zelizer, b'nai  
mitzvah of your grandchildren ............. Bunny Bloom 
Audrey Napchen, your new 
granddaughter, Samara ....................... Dana Langerman 

IN MEMORY OF ............................ FROM 
Seymour Tilbor ..................................... Beverly Tilbor 
Harry Ludwin ........................................ Elliott and Sharon Ludwin 
Rose Ludwin ......................................... Elliott and Sharon Ludwin 
Sadie Hinkes ......................................... Stephan and Beverly Perry  
Philip Fitzel ........................................... Mark and Shelley Lampf 
Larry Gietter- Sharon's brother ............ Elliot and Sharon Ludwin 
Harold Simon ....................................... Murray Simon 
Michael Grodzicki................................. Gladys Leibowitz 
Dina Schwartz Miller ............................ Seymour and Rene Bromberg  
Jack Silberman ..................................... Rosanne Silberman 
Marvin Solomon ................................... Robert and Nancy Lipschutz 
 

SUSY SCHWARTZ FUND 
IN MEMORY OF ............................ FROM 
Sarah Kaufman Bromberg .................... Seymour and Rene Bromberg  
Dina Miller ........................................... Stan and Gail Slobodien 
 

YOUTH FUND 
IN HONOR OF ............................... FROM 
Yehuda and Jennine Shpigel, 
the birth of Lila Joan ............................ Stacey Sern and Jonathan Greenberg 

IN MEMORY OF ............................ FROM 
Mollie Isaacs ........................................ Jeffrey and Elyse Schulman 
Debbie Anes ......................................... Miriam, Shira, Arielle Kafker and Tyler Silver 
 

GERSHON ROBINSON MUSIC & ART/TURTLETAUB LIBRARY FUND 
IN MEMORY OF ............................ FROM 
Mildred F. Kramer, my mother ............ Rosanne Silberman  

IN HONOR OF ............................... FROM 
Julia Israel's Birthday  ........................... Melissa Jacobs 
 

SIMON AND YVONNE HAYAT EDUCATION FUND 
IN HONOR OF ............................... FROM 
Claudie and Gilbert Hayat, the birth  
of your grandson, Braxton ................... Irwin and Joyce Slurzberg 
Claudie and Gilbert Hayat, the birth  
of your grandson, Braxton ................... Bob and Carole Kussner 
 

FRIENDS OF NEVE SHALOM NURSERY SCHOOL FUND 
IN HONOR OF ............................... FROM 
Dr. Richard Bullock ............................... The Schulman Family 
Ezra Richman's bar mitzvah ................. Kelli and Alan Richman 
 

COMMUNITY KIDDUSH FUND 
IN MEMORY OF ............................ FROM 
Debbie Anes ......................................... Lena Feld 

https://www.neveshalom.net/admin/members.php?action=view&id=572196#tab=people
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July 2017      Tammuz/Av 5777 
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August 2017      Av/Elul 5777 
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Know someone who needs help? 

Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat! 

  
Know someone in need of help during an illness, 

after surgery, after the birth of a child, please 
contact the Mitzvah Mission. 
No Mission Is Impossible! 

tikkunolam@neveshalom.net 

732-858-1764 

Please remember  
Neve Shalom with a gift in 
your will, trust, retirement 

account or life  
insurance policy. 

mailto:tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
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THE MIDDLESEX MEDICAL GROUP 

Richard  B. Bullock, M.D., F.A.C.P. 
Diplomate  American Board of Internal Medicine and Geriatrics 

Darshana Tawde, M.D., F.A.C.P. 
Diplomate  American Board of Internal Medicine  

Anne Alliegro, RN, ANP-C 
Nurse Practitioner  

Jennifer E. Wiseman, RN, ANP-C 
Nurse Practitioner  

 

 225 May St., Suite E, Edison 732-661-2020 
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Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy 
Nationwide 

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER and GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 1806 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM 
MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES 

212-290-2630  

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity 
of the Jewish soul and we uphold and 

maintain reverence for the Jewish 
tradition 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Borrus, Goldin, Foley 
Vignuolo, Hyman & Stahl 

A professional corporation 
 

Julius J. Feinson 
counsellor at law 

jfeinson@borrus.com 
 

2875 us highway 1 north brunswick, nj 08902 
tel:  732-422-1000  fax:  732-422-1016 
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Neve Shalom 

Jewish Community Center 

250 Grove Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-548-2238 
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