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NEVE SHALOM
By Gerald Zelizer

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin
One (Complicated)
Community
In your opinion, what is the most resonant line that can trace its origin to a motion picture? I’m not asking about the most
emotionally powerful or the most poetic or
the most surprising, but what is the line
that you are the most likely to use yourself?
For some it might be the last line in “Gone
with the Wind”. You know, the one that
begins with the words, “Frankly, Scarlett,”
and ends with . . . well, you know the rest.
For others it might be the understatement
of the line from “Jaws”, “I think we’re going
to need a bigger boat.” And I know many
who go directly to the script of “Airplane”
when it comes time to intone a dead pan,
“Yes, I’m serious and stop calling me
Shirley.”
For me, I’m a purist. Several times a
week I find myself thinking back to that
classic, “The Princess Bride” and remembering that each time the Wallace Shawn character nasally exclaims, “In-con-ceivable!”
Andre the Giant responds with his gentle
wisdom, “I do not think that word means
what you think it means.”
Over the summer the clergy, the staff
of the synagogue and countless lay leaders
have been working very hard to plan the
year to come and over and over again
we’ve intoned the synagogue’s new catchline, “One Community.”
I am a supporter and a believer and
member of the choir as we sing out this

new two-word encapsulation of our aspirations for this synagogue, but it has dawned on
me that we’re not all using the word in the
same way. There have, in fact, been a couple
of times when I’ve found myself whispering
under my breath, “I do not think that word
means what you think it means.”
Specifically, I think that some people hear
this phrase and they think that every event
and program and project at Neve Shalom
should appeal to every member, and that we
should all practice our Judaism and our Jewish
involvement in unison. But that’s not community, that’s uniformity and that is neither possible nor a traditionally Jewish view of communal living.
For the sake of illustration (and perhaps
over-simplification) think for a moment of
that Jewish cliché of community: the shtetl or
village of Anatekva in “Fiddler on the Roof’.
There is no better portrayal of a community
than that, yet the needs and interests of
Tevya the milkman are not identical to those
of Golde his wife, Yenta the match maker or
Lazar Wolf, the butcher. . . and don’t get me
started on the needs and interests of the suitors of each of Tevya’s three daughters.
Even in the Talmud it teaches that a community must have a certain diversity of skills
and roles before it is a suitable place for a
scholar to call home. In Masechet Sanhedrin,
we learn that people of wisdom should not
choose to live in a community that does not
have a functioning court system, a social service network, a house of worship, a bathhouse, a physician, a shochet (or kosher

butcher) and
an educational
system for the
children. Every
community is
one community, but a functioning community is, by definition, a complicated one.
So how do we plan for One Community
that embraces the myriad of needs, perspectives, opinions and sensibilities that are
unavoidable in a Jewish community? That’s
where both the work and the fun come in.
Our challenge is to embrace the differences
in our membership: differences in demographics, theology and temperament, to
embrace these distinctions and to place
these different sub-communities in relationship to each other instead of having separate programs for each group or trying to
pretend that everyone is the same and will
benefit from the same kinds of experiences.
In his book Relational Judaism, Dr. Ron
Wolfson argues that the success of a synagogue community is based on its ability to
provide meaning and opportunities for relationship to its members as well as opportunities for its members to feel included and
listened to and finally to facilitate the formation of relationships across the different
demographic and affinity groups.
Different people find meaning and
relationship in different contexts. Therefore, on the first Friday evening of most
months, an inspired group of volunteers has
(continued on page 14)
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T

here are two diametrically opposed concepts which the rabbis teach us are both
needed to have a fulfilling, quality prayer service; KEVAH and KAVANNAH. KEVAH means
fixed. The prayers must be done in a certain
order as seen in the siddur (prayerbook; siddur actually comes from the same Hebrew
word as ORDER). These prayers were composed a long time ago and one cannot easily
change the texts or the flow of the service, it is
all set and fixed. KAVANNAH means feeling,
understanding or spontaneity, which seems
completely incompatible with the fixed nature
of KEVAH.
If we can’t change the words how do we
make ancient prayers speak to us in our time?
One way is to look for new interpretations of
the text. The new Lev Shalem High Holiday
prayer book at Neve Shalom has interesting
understandings in the left hand column and
sometimes new poems or readings to bring us
different ways of thinking about those prayers. We have a few copies of the new Shabbat
Lev Shalem prayer books you can borrow when
you are at services and look at some of the
new writings in this text when you can.
We can retranslate the prayers. I grew up
with English readings with words like “Thou
who establisheth…”. More current prayer
books help today’s readers better understand
the prayers. All translations include choices by
the editors. These choices will influence the
things we see and say and feel when reciting
those prayers. So even if we are not changing
the prayer itself, we can change what we think
about when we recite the prayer.
In
Jewish
educational
circles,
“experiential education” is very popular. In
our Hebrew School we plan many ways of
helping the children connect with prayers.
While we do teach the mechanical reading
and the basic understanding of many important siddur words, we also talk about the
background of the prayers, the meanings and
share anecdotes of ways of bringing these
texts to life for the children. We also encourage them to do things which will help them
understand and be able to relate better with
the prayers. We will be doing art and other
creative projects using prayers as our inspiration. We will try hands-on activities such as a
guided meditation service or doing prayers
blind-folded and lead around by others.
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As a cantor and musician, the best way I
can connect prayers for our time is with new
music. The Psalms tell us to “Sing to the Lord a
new song” and many contemporary composers and performers are bringing new energy to
the ancient texts. In recent decades, Shlomo
Carlebach or Debbie Friedman set many prayers to new, easily sung melodies. At this year’s
Havah Nashira Festival , the staff of composer/
performers taught many new tunes for
schools, camps and services. For the Hebrew
School, we are planning to teach some of
these new settings and have the children perform them in a “Zimriyah” (Song Festival) later
in the year. For services, I know that people
are reluctant to learn new tunes. We all like
the “traditional” version. Chances are the one
you think is traditional is the melody you
heard most often when you were a child.
For many people melodies written in the
1800s in Europe are the “traditional” tunes.
We have a concept in Cantorial School that
some tunes are “Mi Sinai” (from Mt. Sinai) as if
they were handed down by God 4,000 years
ago, even if we know that most of these tunes
are less than 200 years old. If you attend a
“Carlebach Shul” chances are most of the
songs are composed by him in the 1960s and
70s. A lot of Chassidic festival melodies from
Israel have made their way into many synagogue services such as the “Oseh Shalom” by
Nurit Hirsch that people love. Debbie Friedman’s tunes are sung in a lot of liberal congregations.
Now in the 21st century, there are very
talented composers writing new tunes for our
time. I realize that change is difficult and we
are most comfortable with the melodies we
already know. However, a new tune can bring
new energy, new rhythms can bring a different
understanding. We can think of a melody as a
friend. While we love to see our friends at
shul, it might be nice to welcome new friends
into our community. It might take a little time
to get to know them, to be comfortable
spending time with them and eventually we
can become as fond of them as we are of older
acquaintances.
I will try to introduce a few new melodies,
judiciously, and will keep singing them long
enough so we become new friends. I wish
you very, very healthy and happy year ahead.
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Ritually Speaking

By Christina Daniels,
Vice President, Ritual Committee

A

commentary and inspirational additions to the text.
We also offer this year
our High Holiday Alternate
Service, for anyone interested in a more introspective and interactive service. It is our hope that
everyone who attends
these services will come
away with a refreshed view
of the traditional High Holiday rituals and liturgy. Join
us to sit and learn together
in a briefer service, designed to teach and inspire during this introspective season.
Whichever service you attend, and you can sample them
all, you will have a place with your community. I don’t know
how many of my children will make it home to spend the holidays with me. But I know they will be recalling their traditions, in their way, and we will be recalling the joys of having
them all with us, as we share the Yamim Nora’im with our
Neve Shalom community.

nother year has come and gone. This year, the world
has been filled with tumult and uncertainty, yet we
move forward in our tradition, reflecting and repenting. We hope to do better in the coming year. We hope
the world does, too.
As I write, my youngest son is in Israel, traveling and
learning with USY. He is having an enlightening trip, seeing
the world up close, experiencing history as it mingles with the
present. My other children are also out in the world on opposite ends of the country, working and living, suddenly – it
seems – adults. I think about the values and the traditions
that we gave to them to take with them when they ventured
out in to the world. Sometimes in life, that’s really all you
have. And sometimes, we lose track of that. Now is the season to remember.
We should remember what our grandparents and parents shared with us, the gifts that we then try to pass on to
our children. We should reflect on how well we have adapted
them in our ‘grown-up’ lives and modeled them for our children. We have a lot of work ahead of us this season: reflection, repentance, renewal, and hopefully redemption. But we
also are fortunate enough to have many paths to follow on
this journey and on which to find meaning in our High Holiday
season at Neve Shalom. For the more traditional, we have our
sanctuary services using the Lev Shalem machzor, with its

Our Next

“GUESS WHO’S COMING TO SHABBAS?”
is September 16
Neve Shalom continues to join synagogues from across the
country whose members, friends and family participate in this
exciting “pay-it forward” Shabbas dinner your own way.
On Friday, September 16 congregants will host Shabbas dinner,
attend a Shabbas dinner and celebrate at Shabbas services
Saturday morning, where all who participated the night before
will have a special communal honor.
For more information and to volunteer as a host, call Jennifer
Bullock at 908-510-4005 or Julie Hersch at 732-494-3439
We are looking forward to spending Shabbas together!
3
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Hebrew School News
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

E

ach year, at Neve Shalom, our school has a theme to highlight our programming. Our regular curriculum of Hebrew, Prayer, Bible, Israel, Holidays and History continues at age appropriate levels every year. This coming school year we will
give extra focus through special events to Prayer.
Instead of the Activity (Chuggim) choices we have offered in past years, grades
4-7 will have “Project Based Learning” choices that the children will select. Over a 46 week period they will produce a TV show or commercial, create a mural or other
artwork, do dramatic or game-oriented projects which they will produce and perform. Every few months we will focus on a service or set of prayers. For example,
the first month will be about the High Holy Days, a different time we will look at the
Amidah or Shabbat evening or the Torah Service.
We are planning a special trip on November 13 for grades K-10 and their parents to visit the Jewish Museum in New York with different activities for different
age groups. The younger children will dig in archeology activities, while older classes
will create paper and writings.
We are one of the synagogues piloting
a new curriculum developed by Behrman
House. The fourth grade class will be using
books, recordings, videos and online activities of the new “Hebrew in Harmony” program. This will be a fun way to continue
improving Hebrew reading skills and learning many new prayers along with some old and new melodies.
Instead of the monthly Friday night Family Service and Dinner, we encourage
all of our Hebrew School families to participate in the new Communal Dinners and
Services that will take place throughout the year. There will be parts in the service
for children to help lead and there will be activities designed to keep younger children occupied after they have quickly eaten their dinner so the parents can enjoy
time with other adults while the kids are having fun. These catered dinners will be
reasonably priced thanks to contributions from some donors. The first services and
dinners will be September 9 and 30. We encourage all Hebrew School families to
join us.
Speaking of donors, we are very grateful to one donor who enables K-2nd grade
children of member families or those who do not belong to another synagogue to
attend Sunday classes tuition free. We are very grateful. We also thank another
donor who helped us hire a new teacher who will bring his creative energy to our
school and enable some of the larger classes to learn in size appropriate groups. If
anyone else would like to contribute to the school and help us do future trips, or
bring in special performers or great new programs, please speak with the Rabbi or
Hazzan.
Our seventh grade will be meeting on Sunday mornings and Tuesday afternoons. They will be integrated with the morning minyan in age and educationally
appropriate ways. The Hebrew High is completely being revamped this year. Lincoln Richman will be doing a number of new courses, the Rabbi and Hazzan will be
involved and select guest experts will lead occasional discussions. The Midrasha
(11th-12th grades) will meet once a month on Tuesday evenings. Once each month
we will focus on social action, texts and activities related to fixing the world. An
article by Debbie Schildkraut (see sidebar at right) will give more details.
The Shabbat morning Children’s Services are being redesigned for families and
adults who would like to learn more about prayer and services. Parents are invited
to stay with the children on Shabbat mornings. Shabbat 2.0-Family Services will
begin on September 17. More information will be published soon.
Grades K-7 will present a Zimriyah (song festival) of new prayer settings which
are lots of fun. We will hold a Prayer Fair where the kids can show off some of their
projects and there will be other special events throughout the year.
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Check out our NEW
Hebrew High School!
Based on student and parent feedback, we’re re-launching Hebrew
High with a fresh, new approach!

Here are some highlights:









Meeting time is now Tuesdays
from 6-8:00 pm for 8th-10th
graders (yep – it’s shorter!), and
the third Tuesday of the month
for 11th & 12th graders from 78:00 pm. (No more Sunday
mornings!)
Light dinner will be included on
Tuesday evenings for 8th-10th
graders. (Please ensure you inform us of any allergies!)
Monthly guest teachers on topics
like: Jews on Broadway, advocating for Israel, Jewish life on
campus, and lots more
Interactive, hands-on sessions
beyond the traditional classroom
Tikkun olam and social action!
Students decide how and where
they want to make a difference.

Any questions? Please contact
Debbie Schildkraut at
dkestins@gmail.com
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Adult Ed News

Nursery School News

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

By Martha Mack, Director

W

hat a wonderful summer we had at Neve Shalom Nursery
School! Our Summer Program campers thoroughly enjoyed
the outdoors; playing on the playground with sprinklers, splashing
with toys in the water tables, and inventing creative games with old
and new friends. It’s hard to believe but here we are back at school!
We would like to extend a hearty welcome to all of our new Nursery
School families as well as to welcome back our returning “veterans”.
Our teaching staff has been very busy preparing a fun and exciting
school year filled with activities, projects, and learning opportunities
for all of our students.
This year we are proud to offer our “Kindergarten Wrap” program to families of children in the local Metuchen and Edison halfday public school Kindergartens. Our certified teacher will provide
fun and exciting learning opportunities in all areas of interest that are
age appropriate to enhance the public school kindergarten experience including reading, math, science, and writing skills.
Our “Just Me” program, for ages 2 to 2-1/2 years old, meets on
Monday and/or Wednesday from 9:15 – 11:15 am and our “Mommy
& Me” program, for ages 18 months – 2 years old, meets on Wednesdays from 10:00 – 11:00 am. If you are interested in registering your
child, or have any questions regarding these wonderful programs for
our littlest ones, please contact Martha Mack 732-548-2238, ext. 17
or check out our website at www.neveshalom.net for registration
forms and more information!
We are also proud to continue our innovative “My Jewish Journey” program! Beginning in September there will be a monthly one
hour program on a pre-designated Sunday morning designed specifically for young Jewish families to learn, interact, and create together!
We will explore Jewish holidays and values through art, music, cooking, storytelling, games, and activities designed specifically for you
and your preschool aged child. We have nine sessions scheduled once
a month on Sunday mornings from 11:00 am – 12:00 pm, from September through May. Please contact Martha Mack if you have any
questions or wish to sign up for this wonderful monthly program!
We look forward to a fun school year with all of our Nursery
School friends and families!

SELICHOT
On Saturday, September 24 at 8:00 pm we will sing our Selichot
prayers each based on traditional melodies but rearranged by
Hazzan Levin in the style of different Broadway composers. Dave
Schlossberg will accompany on the piano and Rabbi Rosin will
include meaningful readings. This will be followed by refreshments. At 9:00 pm we will show the recent theatrical film,
“Remember.” “Remember” is a recent theatrical release starring
Christopher Plummer as an elderly man with dementia who,
with the aid of a fellow Auschwitz survivor and a handwritten
letter, goes in search of the person responsible for the death of
his family. The dramatic scenes include some violence and curse
words. The film is rated R. The acting is amazing and questions
about memory, revenge and guilt connect with the upcoming holy
days.
AMAZING ARRAY OF SPEAKERS
Our Rabbi Gerald L. Zelizer Scholar in Residence this coming February will be Dr. Judith Hauptman. She is one of the country’s
leading Talmudic scholars and a professor at the Jewish Theological Seminary. She will spending Shabbat with us and sharing several topics which bring the Talmud to life with fascinating anecdotes, stories and texts. Some will focus on the role of women in
the Talmud which is one of her specialties.
Other speakers in the Gilbert and Claudie Hayat Shabbat
series will include Julian Zelizer speaking about this year’s presidential election, Ted Merwin author of Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed History of the Jewish Deli and Judith Gerson speaking
about Jews of the diaspora.
On Sunday mornings, Rabbi Rosin will teach about Jewish
behavior and Mussar. In the fall, Hazzan Levin will teach about
prayer concepts over lunch and in February will host a Holocaust
oriented Film series showing each film both in the day time and
evenings. Stephan Gross will continue Talmud discussions in his
home, Michelle Rosenfield will organize Shabbat afternoon meals
and study and the Men’s Club will have Torah discussions over
Pizza and Beer on Monday evenings. Bruce Greenberg will continue Hebrew reading fluency if there is interest.
Special annual events such as the Donald and Ruth Kahn
Book and Author Event will be held. We are hosting a new program recommended by Rabbi Rosin. A global day of study will take
place on November 20 and this year’s theme is: “Under the Same
Sky: The Earth is Full of Your Creations”. Teachers will include Rabbi Rosin, Rabbi Vaisburg, Hazzan Levin and others. In May, there
will be a communal Israel festival in Perth Amboy which we will co
-sponsor, the annual Yom HaShoa Memorial at the JCC is in April
and we are planning another Interfaith musical celebration bringing us all together to pray for peace this winter.
This is a few of the many programs, classes, speakers, films
and special events we will be hosting this coming year. We look
forward to many opportunities to study and grow together.

The Donald & Ruth Kahn
Book & Author Event
Sunday November 6, 2016
at 10:00 am
Children's Book Event
Sunday November 6, 2016
at 9:30 am
Library Book Fair
November 6 to 13
5
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Men’s Club Minute
By Steven Schneider, Men’s Club President

W

elcome to another new year for Men’s Club and
Neve Shalom. The upcoming year is sure to be exciting with programs that you have come to love
and a couple of new experiences to share.
Some highlights coming up include:
 Torah on Tap (starting 9/12) – Our signature event on most
Monday evenings (7:30 pm) to talk about Torah or Jewish
issues of the day and have some pizza and a good laugh.
 Welcome Back BBQ (9/18) – Stop by during Hebrew School
to have a hot dog, meet some of the guys, and learn about
Men’s Club.
 Booze & Beef in the Booth (10/20) – Come listen to our
resident expert, Dr. Richard Bullock, amaze us with his unlimited knowledge of spirits, have some beef and enjoy the
mitzvah of eating in the sukkah. Make sure you register early
as this event always sells out.
 Family Fun Day (12/25) – A great family event including
activities for kids of all ages.
 World Wide Wrap (2/5) – Explore your Judaism by learning
about tefillin and then having an opportunity to wrap yourself around the mitzvah. It’s worth an hour on a Sunday
morning.
 Purim Ball with Sisterhood (2/27) – A co-sponsored with
Sisterhood! The masquerade ball or toga party or ?? will
follow the Megillah reading. Remember it’s a mitzvah to
celebrate (a lot) on Purim!
 Men’s Club Shabbat (3/24 – 3/25) – Celebrate with Men’s
Club for services and Kiddush on Shabbat morning. As part of
the Community Dinner Program, Men’s Club will be hosting
the Shabbat Dinner that Friday evening.
 Pasta Lunch (4/23) –We’ll have some well-deserved pasta at
the end of Pesach and hope to have lots of Hebrew School
families enjoying with us for lunch this year.
 Harvest of Hops Competition (5/21) – As part of the Shavuot
season (wheat harvest), we are trying a new program to
have teams brew their own beer and then have a meal and
friendly competition to identify everyone’s favorites. As it
gets closer, we will be looking for teams to participate.
 Monthly Men’s Club Meeting (first Thursday of every
month) – This is a great opportunity to find out more about
Men’s Club, get involved and meet some fun guys. This year
we will be incorporating speakers into a couple of meetings
to discuss issues like Keruv and the business of baseball.
There are plenty more events and programs that will be
happening throughout the year. Keep an eye on your email and
check the calendar. You don’t want to miss any of it.
I hope all of you have a shanah tova and a sweet and
happy 5777!
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Dream Weavers in the Neve Shalom Loom Room
Jamie Grubman (far left) wove
a tallit for her father, Richard
Raibman. Farrah and Aaron
helped their grandfather tie the
tzitzit (near left). Richard said,
“It was a wonderful gift and a
great project. One of the best
gifts I’ve ever gotten.”

For more information and to schedule your time on the loom, contact: Cory Schneider at 717-574-1807 or
corstan65@gmail.com or Jennifer Bullock at 732-906-8565 or rnjbullock@aol.com.

Federation Accepts
Teen Applicants for a
New J Team Class

It

was a great day this past May, when we honored Ron Becker and
Eddie and Dorothy Thompson z”l for their years of service to our
community and synagogue. During the luncheon we heard several memorable speeches and presentations by Rabbi Rosin, Stephen Thompson, Eliot
Spack, Julius Feinson and Jennifer Bullock.
I want to express my thanks to our chairpersons for the event, Donna
Coen O’Gorman and Hope Serratelli who, along with Cory Schneider and
Jennifer Bullock, provided great dedication and support.
For their commitment, thoughtfulness and tremendous work ethic on
the Ad Journal, I would like to thank editor Mindy Osterman, along with
Deborah Berman, Bruce Greenberg, Dan Hirsch, Miriam Kafker, Lauren
Rabinowitz, Lauren R. Rabinowitz, Steven Schneider, Stacey Sern, Eliot
Spack, Madeline Tolins-Schlitt, and David Yellin. Thanks to the entire
office staff for their helpful guidance and dedication. I would like to thank
the entire Congregation of Neve Shalom. Your support, thoughtfulness
and generosity towards this event and others like it, help create a gratifying atmosphere of learning, praying and socializing in our synagogue.
Of course I would be remiss if I did not mention the honorees, for
without Ron and Eddie and (Dorothy z”l) this event would not have been
so successful.
For me, it was truly an honor to work with these individuals. They
have been extremely generous and had many helpful insights and suggestions. Everyone worked very hard to raise nearly $33,000. This influx of
money means so much, enabling the synagogue to continue with all its
programs and projects. A yasher koach to all.
— Kenneth Braverman, Ad Journal Chair
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T

he Jewish Federation in the Heart of New
Jersey is accepting applications for the 20162017 J Team Teen Philanthropy program. A
select group of 9th-12th grade students meet monthly throughout the school year to learn about philanthropy, meet representatives of nonprofit agencies,
engage in community service and make charitable
donations - all with a focus on core Jewish values of
giving. The teamwork approach to philanthropic giving makes this program a win-win for our community's teens and nonprofit agencies and gives teens the
tools to begin a life of giving.
J Teamers each make a donation of $125 and use
the knowledge they acquire to propose and select
organizations to fund. At the end of the year, team
members decide together which programs will receive funding, and how that money is allocated to
those programs. The program is hosted by the Jewish
Federation in the Heart of New Jersey. Applications
and
information
can
be
found
at
www.jewishheartnj.org/teens. Please direct all inquiries to Linda Benish, J Team Coordinator, at
lindab@jewishheartnj.org or 732-588-1816.
To
learn how you can help support or sponsor this program, contact Laura Safran, Director, Community
Impact at lauras@jewishheartnj.org.

Neve Shalom Bulletin

september 2016

Land of Milk and Honey?
Honey for Rosh Hashanah
During the holiday of Rosh Hashanah, Jews celebrate the coming of a sweet year by eating a piece of apple dipped into honey.
[Rosh Hashanah is a Jewish holiday which celebrates the beginning of
the New Year, which also includes the sounding of the shofar (ram’s
horn) which is the call for repentance, at the conclusion of Yom Kippur).] There is an immense amount of literature to be found on why
an apple (as opposed to other fruit) is used, and the origin of using
the apple seems to be the more popular question to ask, but the use
of the honey (being one half of the combo) should be equally as important.
I did find a few reasons behind the use of this sweet edible,
which are as follows (from Jeffrey Cohen’s book):





Honey can be compared to manna. In Exodus 16:31, manna is
described as looking like white coriander seeds, and tastes
“like a wafer with honey.” ( וַיִּ ְק ְראּו בֵ ית י ְִּש ָראֵ ל אֶ ת ְשמֹו ָמן וְהּוא
.)יחת ִּב ְדבָ ש
ִּ ִּכְ ז ֶַרע גַד לָ בָ ן וְטַ ְעמֹו כְ צַפJust as G-d provided manna
for the Hebrews during their 40 years of wandering, the honey
reminds us of the sustenance that God will provide for the
coming year.

The numerical value (gematria) of “honey” in Hebrew, devash
( דבָ שis
ְ
equivalent to that for “father of mercy” Av
Harachamim ( ,)אב הרחמיםwhich is an omen for the evocation
of G-d’s mercy.
Honey, which is sweet and nourishing comes from bees, which
also have a fierce sting, which can be compared to God, who can be
both compassionate and harsh.
Some other reasons include:





During the holiday of Rosh Hashanah a prayer is said over the
sweet combination. The prayer is actually two parts. Apples
are sweet, and to make them even sweeter, they are dipped
into honey.

By Chef Lon

the nectar down with enzymes that they excrete, which reduces it into
simple sugars, then store it in the honeycombs. The moisture is evaporated due to the fanning of the bees wings (at 180-200 times per second), and the structure of the honeycomb allows for the process to
occur more effectively. What is left is honey. Not all honey is the same,
there are 300 types produced in the U.S. alone. Besides being used as a
tasty food flavoring, it has been used as a medical aid since ancient
times. It can also be made into an alcoholic drink (mead).
Honey, however, is not the only edible substance created by the
bees. This is a substance that is secreted by the worker bees and fed to
the larvae and the queen bee. Royal jelly is supposed to have medical
benefits and used to treat afflictions such as asthma, hay fever, liver
disease, sleep troubles, flu, and much more. Ancient Hebrew sages
highlighted the health benefits of honey, stating in the Talmud that
honey is good for memory and can add wisdom.
Land of Milk and Honey
In Genesis 33:3, God tells Moses to go to Israel which is, a land
flowing with milk and honey. Although I had spent the last few paragraphs discussing honey and honey bees, there is a big problem with
this Torah passage, there were no honey bees back in Israel in the time
of the Torah. Say what? The honey being referred to is fruit nectar,
and most probably date nectar – also called date.
Honey is Kosher, Why aren’t Bees?
Ancient Hebrew sages had written (Bechorot 7b) that food that
comes from something not kosher is itself not kosher. Since honey is
not a by-product of the bees themselves, but a result of gathering and
storing nectar, then transformed by the bee’s enzymes, is not considered un-kosher. So, since it does not come directly from the bee itself,
it is kosher. Note: Royal Jelly, which is the excretion from the bee itself,
is not kosher.

Honey is used because Israel is the land of milk and honey, so
what better than honey to use for a prayer for sweetness. In
fact, the honey (dvash) appears 55 times in the Torah.
Honey is one of the seven species of Israel, which were the staple foods consumed by the ancient Israelites (Deuteronomy 8:8).

The Recipe

What’s the Buzz?
Honey is produced by honey bees. Honey bees is the name given to winged insects that feed on flowers and have branched body
hairs. They are dependent upon pollen and nectar to produce honey.
A recent bee fossil shows that they have been around for at least 100
million years.
Male bees are called drones and do not have stingers, whose
purpose is to mate with the queen. The queen lays about 2500 eggs
each day. Ninety-nine percent of a bee colony is made up of females.
There are at least 20,000 different species of bees and only seven
species are categorized as honey bees. There can be up to 60,000
bees in a single hive, including worker bees, males, and a queen bee.
A single hive can harvest over 150 pounds of honey in a single year.
However the amount will depend on many different factors.

Ingredients
16 mini phyllo cups
¼+ cup honey
1 cup mixed nuts (pecans, walnuts, almonds, pistachio)
1 tablespoon butter
¼ teaspoon cinnamon (ground)
1 dash salt

Honey
How honey created is a marvel of nature. Bees collect nectar
from flowers, then bring it back to the hive. At the hive they break

Keep Cookin’ ——Chef Lon

One of my favorite desserts that features honey is the Greek delicacy
of baklava. Here’s a really quick version that does not require many
ingredients.

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees
2. Mix honey, nuts, butter, cinnamon, and salt together in bowl
3. Place phyllo cups on pre-greased baking sheet; spoon mixture into
cups
4. Bake for 10-12 minutes so nuts are roasted, but not burnt
5. Drizzle honey over cups before serving.
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Neve Shalom Nursery School ...A Home Away from Home!
By Debbie Schildkraut, Vice President, Education

I

n the heart of our synagogue, lives a treasure chest of creativity and inspiration for
young, developing and inquiring minds! Our
Neve Shalom Nursery School provides a
warm, loving and nurturing environment for
children starting in Mommy and Me Programs at age 2, up through our Kindergarten
Wrap Program. Children, parents and staff
have called it their second home!
Just ask anyone who has had a child or
grandchild participate in any of our nursery
programs; they can tell you first-hand the
positive experiences benefiting their little
loved ones. For those whom have not experienced the program, this is something we
want you to have on your radar screen for
friends, family, or your future children or
grandchildren.
To give you a sense of the warmth and
loving care in our Nursery School, what
better way than to continue to introduce you
to our dedicated teachers? This is one of
several articles in a series to help you to get
to know more about our staff.
This month…let’s give a shout-out
to Delia Friederwitzer.
How long have you been teaching at Neve
Shalom Nursery School?
I have been teaching at Neve Shalom for
almost 10 years, and I love every minute of it.
I also do the afternoon program (art, crafts,
cooking, science...) I lead "My Jewish Journey" on Sundays with the children and their
parents.
What do you think sets it apart from other
schools?
Here at Neve, we have a very close community that goes beyond the classroom. It's so
nice to see some of the kids on Jewish holidays, at Nursery School programs, Sunday
mornings and at our summer camp, too. The
environment is very warm. We know every
kid very well; we can tell what he/she likes to
do best, what she/he doesn't like to do, if
she/he doesn't feeling well, etc. and the best
part is that the kids here at Neve learn by
playing.
What made you stay working here for so
many years?
I really enjoy working here at Neve Shalom.
Neve is like a second home for me. The atmosphere is so warm and nice, and it feels
like you're a part of a big family.

Do you have a few special memories from
teaching here that you’d like to share?
Yes, I have a lot of memories. I remember it
was Purim, so we made hamantaschen. Everybody was very excited. We
made the dough, and we formed the triangles, put the filling in and straight into the oven
our hamantaschen went. When we took them
out of the oven, we realized that they weren't
triangles anymore, but now they were circles!
That day we learned everything about SHAPES!
It's times like these, when things may not go as
planned, but as early childhood teachers we
have to be creative and think outside of the
box!
What is your favorite thing about teaching?
My favorite thing is interacting with the kids.
By asking questions after an experiment or
seeing
how far their imagination goes
by doing arts and crafts. Their curiosity and
thoughtful questions make me even more motivated to find better and different projects for
the children to take on.

know that we hold ourselves to the highest
professional standards and that children in
our program are receiving the best care and
early learning experiences. In addition to
our core Nursery School classes, we also
offer Mommy & Me, Just Me, and a Kindergarten Wrap program. We have extended
hours available from 7:30 am - 6:00 pm,
Monday through Friday, so that we can
customize a child's school experience to suit
the scheduling needs of the family.
“My Jewish Journey” is a separate
program offered once a month on Sundays
from 11:00 am – noon for families with
children ages 3-5. The program explores
Jewish holidays through art, music, cooking,
stories and games. Cost is partially subsidized by a generous donor.
Questions? Please contact Martha
Mack, Director at 732-548-2238 ext.
17 or nurseryschool@neveshalom.net

What made you decide to be a
teacher?
From a very young age, I always
knew I wanted to work with kids. I
love them!
What does Neve Shalom Nursery
School Director – Martha Mack –
have to say about Delia?
“Morah Delia is a very important
member of our Nursery School
teaching staff and is beloved by her
students, families,
and coworkers! Morah Delia is so warm
and nurturing, she offers support
and encouragement to all of her
students on a daily basis. She has
the pleasure of working in both the
3 and 4 year old classrooms during
the school year as well as being an
integral part of our afterschool programming. In addition, Morah Delia is the driving force behind our
monthly "My Jewish Journey" program bringing creative and fun
projects to young families and their
children based on Jewish holidays,
values, and mitzvot.”
Nursery School Information:
Neve Shalom Nursery School is a
NAEYC accredited preschool which
lets families in our community
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Morah Delia at play.
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New Program Builds Neve Shalom’s Leadership Pipeline

T

By Emmy Tenenbaum

his past January an exciting new program called Sulam
for Emerging Leaders (SEL) kicked off at Neve Shalom.
By June, a group of synagogue members successfully completed the program’s intensive leadership training curriculum, and many are now assuming leadership roles in various committees, clubs, and initiatives.
SEL came to Neve Shalom as a result of interest from the Long Term
Planning Committee and from Rabbi Rosin bringing best practices and
program ideas he had gathered during his ten years as Rabbi at Kesher
Israel in West Chester, PA. At Kesher Israel, Rabbi Rosin led the SEL program for two seasons, resulting in positive outcomes for the congregation, such as increased participation of young members and a stronger
sense of community among emerging leaders. Building on this success,
Rabbi Rosin and the Long Term Planning Committee implemented an
inaugural SEL program at Neve Shalom this past January. I had the honor
of participating as the lay leader of the program, alongside Rabbi Rosin
who took on the role of the rabbinical leader.
SEL is a five-year old program developed by USCJ with the goal of
developing emerging leaders and building a “leadership pipeline”
throughout congregations in North America. At Neve Shalom, our inaugural SEL cohort comprised of 12 synagogue members, representing a range
of leadership experience within the synagogue, from participating in the
Hebrew School Youth Learning Team to holding a board position.
Neve’s SEL program consisted of seven two-and-a-half-hour evening
sessions (which included dinner), and two extended group family Shabbat
dinners, all taking place over the January-June period. This represented a
major time commitment for our participants, especially considering that
many are in a very hectic stage of life, with young children and numerous
events crowding their calendars.
Our SEL sessions focused on leadership development topics, such as
time management, dealing with conflict, building community, and the
importance of hope from a leader. Texts from the Torah and Talmud were
interwoven into the curriculum, enriching the discussions with a Jewish
theme. For example, two memorable texts examined the initial hesitance
of Moses and Esther to assume leadership roles and how they overcame
their reluctance.
While one clear benefit of SEL was the enhancement of leadership
skills, perhaps an even greater benefit was the building of meaningful
bonds between the SEL participants. Our SEL group members became
more acquainted with each other on a deep personal level through breaking bread [as a community] and sharing our personal memories, goals,
and challenges. We celebrated major milestones within the group, including two births (Miriam Danziger and Samuel Rosin) and one bat mitzvah
(Samantha Arnel).
As Fall kicks into full swing at Neve, I am excited to see the what the
outcomes of the Sulam program will be. Sulam is the Hebrew word for
ladder, and thus it is fitting that many of Neve’s SEL graduates are stepping up into leadership roles this year as club and committee members
and chairs, and as organizers of the community dinners and new Shabbat
morning learning service. I look forward to seeing how the leadership
tools and bonds developed in SEL this past spring will contribute to this
coming year of inspiring growth at Neve.
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Neve’s Inaugural Sulam for Emerging Leaders cohort at the
final session in June 2016. From left: Andy Kupersmit, Jacki
Alter, Emmy Tenenbaum, Shira Skolnick, Jaclyn Danziger,
Abigail Garb, Lawrence Dombrow, Lon Dobbs, Jamie
Grubman, Ross Arnel, Michelle Stein. (Not pictured: Rabbi
Rosin, Melissa Schilowitz, Steve Alter, Dave Lanton)

Sulam family Shabbat dinner at the Schilowitz home in
June 2016.
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Called to
the Torah

O

n Saturday, September 10, Naomi Sessler, daughter of Lynn
and Marc Sessler, will be called to the Torah as a bat mitzvah.
Naomi’s sisters Aliza and Hannah will be celebrating with
her. Other celebrants include her Aunt Debbie and Uncle Brett
By Flora Cowen Schildkraut along with their kids David and Sarah who will be coming
from Edison NJ. Aunt Randi and Uncle Ezra Peisach and their kids Rebecca and Josh will be coming from Fair Lawn, NJ. Aunt Elissa and Uncle Daniel Kestin and their kids Hazel and
Hayley will be coming from South Orange, NJ. Aunt Amy and Uncle Bob Powell along with their kids Alex, Jacob,
Scott and Claire will be coming from Swampscott, MA. Other great aunts and uncles will be making their way
from Atlanta, GA, Princeton, NJ, North Brunswick, NJ, Fair Lawn, NJ, Austin, TX, Deadwood, SD, Bronx, NY, Tel Aviv,
Israel and London, UK
Naomi is an 8th grade student at the Golda Och Academy in West Orange, NJ, where her favorite subjects are
English, Dance, and Music. Her Dance interests include “Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Lyrical, Hip Hop -- you name it. I love
singing and acting. Plus I love to dance. And in my spare time, I enjoy reading.
I am a big fan of all things performing arts. I am a competitive dancer at the Woodbridge School of Dance and I used to be a competitive
cheerleader on the NJ Heat team. I have been a part of shows ever since I was four or five years old. Once I was on TV as a voiceover for “Word
Girl” and I was part of many “Sesame Street” shoots.”
As for travels, Naomi tells us that “I have traveled within the U.S. and out of the U.S. Highlights from inside the U.S. include visits to Georgia, Texas, Florida, Virginia, South Carolina, and Santa Fe, New Mexico. Travel highlights from outside of the U.S. include time spent in Sweden,
Finland, the Bahamas, and Aruba.”
For her mitzvah project, Naomi has decided to help fundraise for the “Stomp The Monster” charity, a charity that assists families of victims
of cancer by helping them pay for gas, groceries, rent, and other necessities, to help them through the rigorous treatment process.

Naomi

O

n Saturday, September 24, Ilana Stein, the daughter of Michelle and Neil Stein, will become a bat
mitzvah. Ilana’s older sister, Danielle, will join family and friends in celebrating this special day.

Relatives will travel from near and far to attend Danielle’s bat mitzvah, including Grandparents Esther
and Larry Singer from West Palm Beach, FL; Grandparents Karen and Stephen Stein from Marlboro, NJ;
Aunt Jodi and Uncle Erik Zambell, cousins Gabby and Griffin from Roslyn, NY; Aunt Laura and Uncle Eric
Stein, cousins Scott and Jack from Charlotte, NC; and Aunt Amanda and Uncle Andrew Stein, and cousins
Teddy and Luke from Cedar Grove, NJ.
Ilana is an 8th grade student at the Edgar Middle School in Metuchen, where her favorite subject is Math.
She is involved in many activities, but her true passion is to play tennis. “I love watching NY Giants football
games and a favorite memory is attending a recent game with my family. I also love watching NY Rangers
hockey games with my mom. Seeing it live at Madison Square Garden was awesome. I also love to bake and
do all types of art projects. I enjoy spending time with my friends or just hanging at home and watching TV.
‘Modern Family,’ ‘Cake Wars,’ ‘Cupcake Wars,’ and ‘America’s Got Talent’ are some of my favorite shows.”
Recent travels have taken Ilana to West Palm Beach and Orlando in Florida, and to North Carolina, Niagara Falls, Virginia, Ohio and Punta Cana. “I have also been on cruises to Bermuda, the Caribbean, and Canada.”
For her mitzvah project, Ilana chose to help her tennis coach teach his peewee class to play tennis. She did this because she loves tennis
and wanted to give back to the community by sharing her skills with younger children.

Ilana

To Bob and Shelley Wiesner on the birth of
their granddaughter Ivy Joy Chiazuzzo..
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN HONOR OF .................................................. FROM
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
your first Passover at Neve Shalom ............... Shirley Segal
Bernard Kalfus, Happy 90th
Birthday .......................................................... The Schildkraut Family
Rabbi Rosin, thank you for your
kind and caring words at my
mother's funeral.............................................. Cheryl Stein and Family
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth
of your son ...................................................... Ross and Chris Arnel
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son .................. Reuven and Nancy Kaswin
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son .................. Irwin and Joyce Slurzberg
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son .................. Ken and Aimee Braverman
Sandy Schwemer, congratulations
on being recognized for your
outstanding service to the Neve Shalom
Sisterhood and our community ....................... Howard and Karen Zuckerman
Marcia and David Yellin,
congratulations on Amanda
and Greg's marriage ........................................ Howard and Karen Zuckerman
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son .................. Howard and Karen Zuckerman
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son .................. Beatrice Grossman
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth
of your son ...................................................... Brett and Debbie Schildkraut
Dr. and Mrs. Glenn Rosin, mazel tov
on the birth of your grandson,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Renie and Frank Glassman
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son .................. Alma Rubin
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Arlene and Barry Fink
Rabbi Rosin's newly named son ...................... Larry and Joyce Goldberg
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son .................. Joyce Westerman
Rabbi Rosin, in gratitude for your support
during my illness and loss ................................ Marlene Fineman
Cantor Levin, in gratitude for your
support during my illness and loss .................. Marlene Fineman
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Marlene Fineman
Samuel Philip's brit milah ................................ Yetta and Morris Gelber
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Harriet and Arnold Derman
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Helene and Albert Epstein
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth
of your son, Samuel Philip ............................... Fredda Robinson
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
congratulations on the birth of your son,
Samuel ............................................................ Elaine and Mark Goldstein
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Sandra Fields and Julius Feinson
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Linda Gotlib
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth
of your son, Samuel Philip ............................... Peter and Carol Hacker
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Iris and Paul Berman

Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Bunny and Alfred Bloom
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Merle and Lewis Lefkowitz
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
welcome baby Samuel Philip ........................... Flora Cowen
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son ................... Lena Feld
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
In celebration of the birth of your son,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Ruth Candeub
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
in honor of the bris and naming
of Samuel Philip ............................................... Lawrence Dombrow
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Rosalie Green
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Rhoda and Jerry Grossman
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son,
Samuel Philip ................................................... Marcia Horn and Shari Lazarus
IN MEMORY OF ............................................... FROM
Larry Gretter .................................................... Elliot and Sharon Ludwin
Morton Wernik ................................................ Mark Sheratsky
Morton Wernik ................................................ Charlotte Sheratsky
Claire Moskowitz ............................................. Martin and Marilyn Tessler
Sarah Kaufman Bromberg ................................ Seymour and Rene Bromberg
Murray Miller................................................... Diane A. Cohen
Kenneth Lancin ................................................ Peter and Carol Hacker
Shirley Kosofsky ............................................... Dr. Richard and Hillary Kosofsky
Harold Helfman ............................................... Richard and Barbara Helfman
Michelle Strauss............................................... Aaron and Marlene Strauss
Yahrzeit............................................................ R. A. Moss
Morris Wernik.................................................. Charlotte Sheratsky
Myrna Olshan .................................................. Brenda Dessel
Elizabeth Rubel ................................................ Barry and Arlene Fink
Jacqueline Narode ........................................... Howard and Karen Zuckerman
Sam Grossman ................................................. Jerry Grossman
Mindy Dultz ..................................................... Davene Dultz
Murray D. Miller .............................................. Roberta Miller
Millicent Rabinowitz ........................................ Peter and Carol Hacker
Bert Baum ........................................................ Helene and Michael Baum and Family
Dorothy Baum ................................................. Helene and Michael Baum and Family
Karen Kramer ................................................... Elliot Kramer
Seymour Kramer .............................................. Elliot Kramer
Frieda Gelber ................................................... Morris and Yetta Gelber
Sadie Gelber .................................................... Morris and Yetta Gelber
Esther Braun, my mother ................................. Marlene Fineman
Samuel Braun, my father ................................. Marlene Fineman
Miriam Fineman,
my mother-in-law ............................................ Marlene Fineman
Shirley Korbman .............................................. Florine and Michael Kaplan
Yitzhak Tabak ................................................... Sy and Judy Tabak
Professor Daniel Horn ...................................... Dr. Marcia Horn
Jack Silberman ................................................. Rosanne Silberman and Family
Elizabeth Rubel ................................................ Rosanne Silberman and Family
Max Fischer ..................................................... Rosanne Silberman and Family
Isadore Candeub .............................................. Ruth Candeub
Bernard Goldstein ............................................ Robert and Shelley Wiesner
Gerald Schreiber .............................................. Bonnie Schreiber
NER TAMID FUND
IN HONOR OF .................................................. FROM
Dan Hirsch, mazel tov on
your 50th birthday. May you
have continued good health,
happiness and joy ............................................ Love, Mother and Family
Neve Shalom, we appreciate the
good work your organization
performs in the community ............................. Barnes for Senate Election Fund
Carol's Birthday................................................ Carol and Kenneth Bernstein
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
NER TAMID FUND
IN HONOR OF .................................................. FROM
Sy and Judy Tabak's 50th
wedding anniversary ........................................ Michael Kesler and Barbara Reed
Sy and Judy Tabak, mazel tov on this
wonderful occasion. We wish you joy, naches,
good health, and much happiness.
All the best! ..................................................... Dr. Walter and Miriam Herzberg
Kenneth's birthday ........................................... Carol and Kenneth Bernstein
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
on the birth of your baby boy .......................... Sondra and Fred Schoenfeld
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son ................... Carole and Bob Kussner
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son ................... Michele and Joel Bassoff
Carol and Ken's anniversary ............................. Carol and Kenneth Bernstein
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son ................... Stan and Marilyn Loewenthal
Dr. Edward Thompson, thank you
for your prayers ............................................... The Radowitz Family
For my recovery ............................................... Marlene Fineman
Schmuel Rosin, baruch haba ............................ Sy and Judy Tabak
IN MEMORY OF ............................................... FROM
Benjamin Haberman ........................................ Kitty Haberman
Regina Ginsberg ............................................... Eric and Susan Goldman
Rose Goldman .................................................. Eric and Susan Goldman
David Kass ........................................................ Eric and Susan Goldman
Yahrzeit ............................................................ Murray Simon
Rose and Max Roth .......................................... Daniel and Esta Marx
Yahrzeits .......................................................... Stanley and Cory Schneider
Yahrzeit ............................................................ Marvin and Dorothy Rubenstein
Channah Wernik .............................................. Charlotte Sheratsky
Arthur Greenberg ............................................ Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Ida Janoer ........................................................ Beatrice Robin
May Dreznick ................................................... Arnold and Harriet Derman
Yahrzeit ............................................................ Reuven and Nancy Kaswin
Yahrzeit ............................................................ Marvin and Dorothy Rubenstein
Yahrzeit ............................................................ Laura Leichter
Yahrzeit ............................................................ Ira and Myra Wiener
David Robinson ................................................ Fredda Robinson
Yahrzeits .......................................................... Paul and Iris Berman
Yahzreit ............................................................ Edward and Marian Szteinbaum
Harry Glass ....................................................... Audrey Napchen
Harry Glass ....................................................... Francine Glass
Bessie Wollner ................................................. Alma Rubin
Louis Lapidus ................................................... Irv and Lenore Lapidus
Benjamin Arenzow ........................................... Kitty Haberman
Roza Kohn ........................................................ Arthur and Carmen Fulop
Bernice Greenhouse ........................................ Beverly and Stephan Perry
Emanuel Sachs ................................................. Beverly and Stephan Perry
Yahrzeits .......................................................... Judy and Marty Slutzky
Lee Welner....................................................... Arlene and Abraham Podelsky
Philip Dreznick ................................................. Arnold and Harriet Derman
Sam Marcus ..................................................... Harold and Estelle Marcus
Yahrzeit ............................................................ Neil and Joan Emmer
Harry Heller ..................................................... Morris and Esther Heller
Samuel Goldstein ............................................. Morris and Esther Heller
Gladyce Oster .................................................. Joel and Rhonda Silverman
Leo Loewenthal................................................ Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Ruth Grande Halle ............................................ Helene and Albert Epstein
Yahrzeit ............................................................ Lawrence Dombrow
Leonard Schreiber ............................................ Philip Schreiber

IN MEMORY OF .............................................. FROM
Esther Arenzow ............................................... Kitty Haberman
Fred Spector .................................................... Sandra Goldberg
SUSY SCHWARTZ FUND
IN HONOR OF.................................................. FROM
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
your son's birth, a lifetime of
health and happiness ...................................... Miriam, Shira and Arielle Kafker
Harold and Robbie Geller,
happy anniversary ........................................... Miriam, Shira and Arielle Kafker
Marcia and David Yellin, congratulations on
Gregory's marriage .......................................... Judy and Marty Slutzky
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your
beautiful baby boy .......................................... Susan and Ben Lass
Marcia and David Yellin,
mazel tov on Gregory and
Amanda's wedding .......................................... Susan and Ben Lass
Marvin and Dorothy Rubenstein,
mazel tov on Rachel and
Michael's marriage .......................................... Linda and Barry Mendelson
GERSHON ROBINSON MUSIC and ART FUND
IN HONOR OF.................................................. FROM
Hazzan Levin, thank you for your
caring after my mother's death
and your kind words at her funeral ................. Cheryl Stein and Family
Cantor Sheldon and Nita Pola Levin,
thank you for your hospitality ......................... Judy and Marty Slutzky
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
in honor of baby Sam ...................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Fredda Robinson, in celebration of
the birth of your great-granddaughter, Zoe .... Ruth Candeub
Al Epstein, get well soon ................................. The Silberman Family
IN MEMORY OF .............................................. FROM
Jack Silberman ................................................ Rosanne Silberman and Family
Elizabeth Rubel ............................................... Rosanne Silberman and Family
Max Fischer ..................................................... Rosanne Silberman and Family
Elizabeth Rubel ............................................... Cheryl and Len Stein
Jack Braun, my brother ................................... Marlene Fineman
Ann Linksman, my sister .................................. Marlene Fineman
Aaron Braun, my brother ................................ Marlene Fineman
JEFFREY TURTLETAUB JEWISH MUSIC LIBRARY FUND
IN MEMORY OF .............................................. FROM
Samuel Hodes ................................................. Frances Schonberger
David Hodes .................................................... Frances Schonberger
SIMON and YVONNE HAYAT EDUCATION FUND
IN MEMORY OF .............................................. FROM
Rubin Levine .................................................... Florence Levine
MAX ROLLER LIBRARY FUND
IN MEMORY OF .............................................. FROM
Donald Solomon, father and grandfather ........ Solomon Haiken Family
YOUTH FUND
IN HONOR OF.................................................. FROM
Josh Ull's graduation ....................................... Stacey Sern and Jonathan Greenberg
Elyse and Whitney
Schulman's graduations .................................. Stacey Sern and Jonathan Greenberg
Sabrina Szteinbaum's graduation .................... Stacey Sern and Jonathan Greenberg
Stacey Sern and
Jonathan Greenberg ........................................ Andrea Colby
Congratulations to Gregory
and Amanda Yellin .......................................... Reuven and Nancy Kaswin
Marcia and David Yellin,
mazel tov on Gregory and
Amanda's marriage ......................................... Linda and Barry Mendelson
Samuel Philip Rosin,
Neve Slalom's newest youth ........................... Deborah and Bruce Greenberg
The Adler Family, thank you for returning
my tallis to me. I hope this donation honors your
time in finding and reaching out to me ........... Steven Nagel
(continued on page 14)

COMMUNITY KIDDUSH FUND
IN HONOR OF .................................................. FROM
Kiddush Kitty .................................................... Margaret Gorenstein
Kiddush Kitty .................................................... Yetta and Morris Gelber
Kiddush Kitty .................................................... Kitty Haberman
Kiddush Kitty .................................................... Lena Feld
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son ................... Judy and Marty Slutzky
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son ................... Daniel and Lisa Spiegal
Sandy Wunder, your wonderful
kiddushes ......................................................... Rosalie Green
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Pasta Night Triple Play

(continued from page 13)

We Gratefully Acknowledge

and thank the following generous contributors to

T

he flavors of the world were
served up at the 2016 Annual
Men’s Club Pasta Night, titled
“International House of Pasta” for
this year’s event. Guests were given
a culinary passport, which allowed
them to traverse a tantalizing banquet of pasta. The flavors were not
only International, but very distinct
in their seasoning. From spicy to
savory and garlicky to buttery; even
the most scrutinizing of palates were
satisfied.
The stars of the buffet table
were the salsa di burro con pomodoro (a butter and garlic sauce with
basil and tomatoes over angel hair
pasta) from Italy; Nam Chim Thai
Sate Nga (Thai noodles with sesame
sauce) joining us all the way from Thailand; and from Yom Yisrael,
Ptitim (Israeli couscous with wild mushrooms and shallots). A gluten
- free pasta and plain tomato sauce were also available as an allergy
-free alternative. An Italian tossed salad (with Russian, French, and
Italian dressings) and garlic bread were also served with the meal.
Once dinner was complete, the evening was not over. The
Metuchen USY provided entertainment with a “Are You Smarter
than a USYer” game show. The chairperson for this year’s event
was Steven Nagel, who did an outstanding job putting everything
together. Guests left the dinner raving about the food, which is a
testament to the Men’s Club kitchen crew, who have provided toptier restaurant food and raised small charity food events to a whole
new level. All money raised during this event goes to the Men’s
Club, and is used to provide continuing help to the community.

PRAYERBOOK FUND
IN MEMORY OF ............................................... FROM
Allan Schoenberg ............................................ Mrs. Schoenberg
DON and RUTH KAHN BOOK and AUTHOR FUND
IN HONOR OF .................................................. FROM
Bob and Carole Kussner,
may you enjoy many happy and
healthy years in your new home together ....... Iris and Paul Berman
Sandra Schwemer, your
well-deserved award ....................................... Iris and Paul Berman
Sy and Judy Tabak, your
50th wedding anniversary ............................... Jacques and Marilyn Schmied
IN MEMORY OF ............................................... FROM
Leo Slobodien .................................................. Stanley and Gail Slobodien
Eva Loewy ....................................................... Stanley and Gail Slobodien
BLOOD DRIVE IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL ALLAN THOMPSON FUND
IN HONOR OF .................................................. FROM
Rabbi Eric Rosin and Dr. Jennifer Blum,
mazel tov on the birth of your son .................. Dr. Edward Thompson
BARRY MILLER FUND
IN HONOR OF .................................................. FROM
Travers Tobias, your bar mitzvah..................... The Rabinowitz Family

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin

(continued from page 1)

planned a community dinner followed by services
that will be engaging to adults, to families with children, and hopefully to everyone else who might
attend. The Mens’ Club will continue to offer opportunities to learn, to socialize and, of course to eat and
drink. Sisterhood will continue the “Guess Who’s
Coming to Shabbas” program in which members of
Neve Shalom can get to know each other over Shabbat dinners in each other’s’ homes. We will add more
alternative services on to our Shabbat morning calendars and we will continue to encourage people to stay
after Shabbat morning services to socialize over our
Kiddush lunches. We will continue to gather with
preschool families and help them to share their Jewish Journeys with us and with one another. And we
will no doubt generate more ideas as the year unfolds.

The only way that we will know whether we are
successful building the kind of community that we
aspire to is if you tell us. So, please, over the coming
weeks and months to come, think about what you
would like to see at the synagogue, what you would
find meaningful and what would help you feel more a
part of our community. Think about how we might
attract others to share these experiences with you,
and most importantly come speak to me or to Dan
Hirsch, our president, and tell us.
Only through conversations like this will we be
able to tell if the words we use when we speak of
community actually mean what we intend for them to
mean.
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Simchat Torah Honors…
Please join us Monday evening, October 24 and again
on Tuesday morning, October 25 as we honor Ann Frank
and Stu Mantel who have made significant contributions to the Neve Shalom community. We will celebrate
the completion of the yearly reading of the Torah with
singing, dancing and rejoicing. The congregation is
invited to Neve Shalom's traditional stuffed cabbage
lunch following the Tuesday morning service.

E

very synagogue community recognizes
how much its vibrancy is dependent
upon the active participation of its volunteers. At Neve Shalom one definitive example of this is Ann Frank, our Kallat Torah
choice for 2016.
Ann came to Neve Shalom during the
merger with Ohev Shalom in Colonia
where she had a long history of playing a
consistently active role. Ann describes
herself as “quite willing to take on any job given to her.” Her long
list of positions and responsibilities confirms how much she was
able to actualize her credo. She served on the Temple Board, the
Education and Youth Committees and in Sisterhood. She was recently the president of the Colonia Hadassah chapter.
A product of immigrant parents, Ann and her two siblings were
raised in a traditional Jewish home on Staten Island, New York. She
was the only girl in her Hebrew School class since it was not then
fashionable for girls to be sent to religious school. During her youth
she was active in Young Judaea and attended Camp Tel Yehudah.
She later attended Brooklyn and Wagner College from which she
received a B.S. in Education. This training was to serve her well later
in life when she was employed in a pre-Headstart program, a nursery program, and as a learning disabilities teacher and a day camp
administrator.
In 1960 Ann and Howard were married. They have three wonderful children and now seven grandchildren, several of whom have
been regular visitors to Neve Shalom. Ann worked in many job
settings during her life but her most recent career was at a travel
agency she established in Linden. She continues to provide these
services from her home in Clark. For 20 years Ann was active in the
Colonia First Aid Squad where she was a certified EMT.
Once the Franks joined the ranks of the Neve Shalom community they were truly overwhelmed by the abundance of quality programs and activities. This was evident in their regular participation
at Shabbat services---both morning and Mincha/Maariv. Ann quickly
became involved in the weekly Kiddush preparation committee, the
Youth Committee, the Susy Schwartz Concert fundraising team and
as the chair of the Youth Scholarship Committee. She is a regular
attendee at Sisterhood functions and almost all of the major programs sponsored at the synagogue.
Ann has made it clear that she seeks no special honor or kavod
for being an active person at our synagogue. She identifies as someone who is strong-willed in her beliefs and feels that her actions as a
volunteer allows her to “give back” what so many others have done
for her. The Neve Shalom community honors her for allowing us to
be the beneficiary of her good nature and dedication to strong Jewish values.

SEPTEMBER 2016

A

s we begin another Jewish year, we anticipate all the solemnity and the repentance
– but we celebrate, too. When Simchat Torah
rolls around this year, Neve Shalom is excited
to be lauding Stuart Mantel as Chatan Torah.
Stu and Jodi Mantel joined the Neve Shalom
community just over 18 years ago, with a few
general goals in mind for two purposes: a daily
minyan for a year and a Hebrew school. What
began as a brief venture became a commitment and a labor of love.
When Stu’s father died, nearly twenty years ago, Stu began looking for a daily minyan at which to say Kaddish for his father. In his own
words, Stu describes himself as not being very engaged or participatory in his own personal Judaism at the time, but wanting to honor his
father’s memory properly and Judaically. Thus, he committed to
attending daily minyan for a year and saying Kaddish on his father’s
Yahrzeit. However, to do so, he needed to find a shul. Stu tried a number of local synagogues as he said his daily Kaddish, but knew he had
found the right one when he walked into Neve Shalom. It was the only
minyan where, when he entered, someone greeted him. To this day,
he remembers clearly the man who walked up to him and welcomed
him into our community.
Soon, Jodi and Stu were ready to join become shul members and
send their son, Sam, to Hebrew school. Sam joined one of the largest
Hebrew school classes in Neve Shalom history. At that point, Stu said
he attended services a couple of times a year – but then it snowballed.
As Sam progressed through Hebrew school, Stu became involved in
helping out where he could, soon joining the Neve Shalom Men’s Club,
as he points out, “where it all started.”
As Stu found friends at Neve, his intention to stop attending daily
minyan never came to fruition. To this day, he is a regular minyan and
Shabbat service participant. With a sardonic smile, Stu says he then
“fell in with a bad crowd.” In the interview, he did name names – you
know who you are! It was the Men’s Club regulars who involved him
and encouraged him. The first project Stu recalls engaging in was the
sukkah building (ironic when you consider his current position on the
Board). He began to spearhead projects that became dear to his
heart, such as the World Wide Wrap. His experience in the daily minyan made him understand the significance of donning tefillin, and
made him want to share that meaningful experience. He is also an
avid champion of the Men’s Club Yom HaShoah candle distribution
program. Eventually, Stu Mantel became President of Men’s Club,
“after Shulman put me in a headlock.” His dedication to Neve Shalom
and to Men’s Club shows in his tireless pursuit of improvements to
these organizations.
For many years, Stu has worked behind the scenes on the synagogue’s computers, keeping them up-to-date and working hard to
improve the connectivity in a building notorious for its dead spots in
service. When problems strike our system, it is not uncommon to see
Stu in the building, early or late, working hard to set everything
straight for our staff and our members.
Last year, Stu graciously agreed to accept a nomination for Vice
President, House on the Executive Board. It is a difficult and timeconsuming task, as he seeks the best options for necessary improvements within a strict budget. His presentations are thorough and concise, prioritizing what is necessity over what is cosmetic. In caring for
the congregation’s home, Stu gives the members of our community –
and others who may wander in some day looking for a minyan – a
place to gather, to join, to belong and to learn.
A hearty mazel tov to Stuart Mantel, our Chatan Torah 5777, on
this well-deserved honor!
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Are YOU registered to vote?
You have until October 18 to register for the
November election. Make your voice heard!
Please contact any of the following if you have any
questions.
Melissa Boxer: kmboxer@optonline.net
Andrea Colby: allc37@aol.com
Jeff Einbond: einbondpj@aol.com
Steve Nagel: steve.nagel@optimum.net

Neve Shalom would like to thank
the following people for
chanting Torah during the
months of June and July.
T=Teen, JR=Junior
Ron Becker ................................. 37
Danny Boxer ............................... T 1
Jake Bullock ................................ 5
Jennifer Bullock .......................... 1
Andrea Colby .............................. 4
Lawrence Dombrow ................... 4
Marlene Fineman ....................... 1
Michael Friederwitzer ................ 9
Eric Goldman .............................. 3
Rosalie Green ............................. 7
Bruce Greenberg ........................ 5
Jennifer Greenberg ..................... T 1
Adam Gross ................................ T 1
Miriam Kafker ............................. 3
Rena Kallman .............................. 1
Arie Kremen................................ 1
Michael Kushner ......................... 3
Aron Richman ............................. 6
Daniel Rosenfield ........................ T 1
Mark Rosenfield ......................... 2
Michele Rosenfield ..................... 22
David Schilkdraut ........................ T 1
Debbie Schildkraut ..................... 4
Jeffrey Schulman ........................ 2
Stacey Sern ................................. 27
Jennine Shpigel ........................... 1
Martin Slutzky ............................ 3
Arlene Smith ............................... 1
Danielle Stein.............................. T 1
Eric Steinbach ............................. T 1
Karen Weinstein ......................... 1
David Yellin ................................. 1
Haftarah
Andrea Colby
Rosalie Green
Rena Kallman
Sidney Krane
Michele Rosenfield
Cory Schneider
Jeffrey Schulman
Seymour Tabak
Larry Wineberg
Ashrei
Maya Kushner............................. JR
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A few NOT-SO-SUBTLE reminders
about
ROSH HASHANA and YOM KIPPUR:
They are coming soon!
We can’t wait to see you at services.
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur aren’t
the only holidays in October – pop in and
join us ANY TIME.
While it is GREAT to see everyone and catch
up, please be conscious that others around
you might be davening.
There is NO SAVING SEATS. We are an
egalitarian shul and that applies to seating
on a first come first serve basis.
Remember: NO cell phones, beepers, iPads,
pens, pencils, or crayons.
We are all one community here, so if
someone has to give you a gentle reminder
(and we all get forgetful sometimes), do not
take offense – thank them.

Know someone who needs help?
Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat!
Know someone in need of help during an illness,
after surgery, after the birth of a child, please
contact the Mitzvah Mission.
No Mission Is Impossible!
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
732-858-1764
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Borrus, Goldin, Foley
Vignuolo, Hyman & Stahl

GOLDSTEIN

A professional corporation

FUNERAL CHAPEL INC.

Julius J. Feinson

We value the dignity and the sanctity
of the Jewish soul and we uphold and
maintain reverence for the Jewish
tradition

counsellor at law
jfeinson@borrus.com

2875

us highway 1 north brunswick, nj 08902
tel: 732-422-1000 fax: 732-422-1016

Hours by Appointment

THE MIDDLESEX MEDICAL GROUP

Richard B. Bullock, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Diplomate American Board of Internal Medicine and Geriatrics

Darshana Tawde, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Diplomate American Board of Internal Medicine

Anne Alliegro, RN, ANP-C
Nurse Practitioner

Jennifer E. Wiseman, RN, ANP-C
Nurse Practitioner

225 May St., Suite E, Edison
Sales Phone: 732-548-9191
Fax Phone: 732-548-9759

Exclusively Jewish Operated
Conveniently Located
Large Chapels
Martin Goldstein, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. 4025
2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison
732-777-0032

732-661-2020
Service Phone:
732-548-9394

HAIMM

MONUMENTS FOR
ALL CEMETERIES

MEMORIAL CENTER

Discounted
Sales and Service

551 Middlesex Ave
Metuchen, NJ

10 MAIN STREET
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
800-729-0582

732-634-8500
732-634-1521
Fax: 732-750-0120

Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy
Nationwide

EXPERT MATH TUTOR

SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON

Specializing in calculus and pre-calc.
Extensive experience, proven track record,
excellent references.
Master’s, AP calculus certified.
Please call Mel at 732-603-9521

POPPER and GRAFTON - ATTORNEYS AT LAW
225 West 34th Street
Suite 1806
New York, NY 10122-1600
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