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FROM THE RABBI

NEVE SHALOM
By Gerald Zelizer

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin

I

t has often been observed that people who are not Jewish will sometimes leave a social event without
saying goodbye. Jewish people, on the
other hand, are notorious for saying
goodbye without leaving. I know that
every Shabbat, there comes a moment when I tell my wife, Jen, “Let’s
start our goodbyes.” This moment may occur anywhere between
fifteen minutes and one hour before we actually emerge from the
synagogue and begin our walk home.
What I’ve learned over the past few months is that saying hello
in the Jewish community isn’t much different. I continue to enjoy
meeting everyone, but I’m finding out that this process is a marathon
not a sprint. My first Shabbat in the synagogue the leadership
offered a wonderful Friday night dinner and Jen and I were treated to
warm and wonderful welcomes during both the Shabbat evening and
morning services. Since that time, I have re-introduced myself during
my sermons on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. I have been formally “installed” as your rabbi. I have had my first meetings with most of
the committees and auxiliaries. I officiated my first b’nai mitzvah at
Neve Shalom, experienced my first wonderful days with the preschool and the Hebrew School and the high school. Members of the
religious school and preschool communities have invited Jen and me
into their homes for less formal interactions and I continue to be
profoundly grateful for all of the men, women and families who come
into the office to introduce themselves more personally. I am doing
my best to eat mindfully during all of the meals that I have shared
with Neve-niks outside of the walls of the synagogue and I am growing to savor the more extended and relaxed conversations that might
not happen amidst the throngs after services.
And I know that this process is nowhere near over. I will continue to “meet” and get to know this community better for as long as I
am here. Every birth, bar or bat mitzvah, wedding or funeral is an
opportunity to get to know people and their families better. Every
holiday introduces me to a new batch of Neve Shalom minhagim or

customs. And every new
relationship and revelation
gives rise to new possibilities.
Which brings us to the
next step in this process of
becoming acquainted with
one another. I may still
need to be reminded of
names for a little longer, but by and large the period of introductions
is coming to a close. I am gratified and energized by the realization
that we are transitioning into a period in which our relationships will
grow and flourish through the process of our rolling up our sleeves
and getting to work together to help the synagogue realize its exhilarating potential.
We’ll now be embarking on a process of Community Conversations in which we’ll be gathering in small groups to discuss your experiences at Neve Shalom and thinking together about our hopes and
plans for the future. If you can’t wait for us to convene the appropriate group conversation, please make an appointment and share your
thoughts with me personally. I have been continually impressed and
inspired by our President, Dan Hirsch, and by all of the synagogue
leaders who are dedicating so much energy and creativity to helping
our shul retain what makes it unique and also to evolve into the best
version of itself possible. I am convinced that no good idea will be
discarded.
Every conversation around the Kiddush table and every committee meeting is a sacred opportunity to build relationships and to
help us connect with each other. Our entire tradition is constructed
on a structure of partnership: partnership with the Divine and partnership with each other. I am very excited that my relationship with
Neve Shalom has entered the stage in which we will continue to get
to know each other in the context of the time that we spend together
and the work we embark on with each other.
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T

his year’s Hebrew School theme is
Jewish history. With Chanukah we, as
adults, should take this opportunity to
relook at Jewish history from a more mature
perspective. Perhaps when you were young
you were excited by the presents, the flickering candles, the chocolate candy, playing with
dreidels or thinking about the miracle of “only
enough oil for one day lasting for eight.”
The real story of Chanukah begins with a
revolt, which involved ousting foreign rule and
slaughtering Hellenized Jews. In the days before the Maccabean Revolt, Judea was semiautonomous, but was firmly under the control
of the Seleucid Empire, led by Antiochus IV
Epiphanes. The moneyed elite of Judea had
become largely Hellenized, taking up the dominating culture of the day. Not everyone enjoyed the comforts of “modernity.” The inequality led Jewish zealots to oppose the
sweeping cultural changes in Judea. The
alarmed Hellenized Jews called for the emperor's help; and the emperor sent troops to
entrench Hellenization even further. Thus the
war known to history as the Maccabean Revolt began.
After some years of guerrilla warfare
under the leadership of Judah Maccabee, Jewish independence was regained. Jerusalem
was freed. The Hellenized Jews were slaughtered and the Temple was rededicated on the
25th day of Kislev, 160 BCE.
In the Book of Maccabees II - written in
Alexandria, in Greek, in 124 BCE - it tells us the
holiday was celebrated as a second Sukkot.
That may explain why the holiday lasts eight
days. That is, simply, the length of Sukkot,
which is a harvest festival that the Jews were
not able to celebrate that year since the Temple was defiled. Some researchers suggested
that the holiday coincides with the end of the
olive oil making season, which could explain
the oil-centeredness of the holiday. The Maccabees came from Modin which was primarily
an area for growing olives.
Moving onto the Mishnah, which was
redacted in 220 CE but encompasses tradition
spanning generations - Chanukah is mentioned only in passing. There is no special tractate. Some think that's because it wasn’t an
important holiday back then or the rabbis did
not want to promote the fighting aspects of
the Maccabees since they had suffered so
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many defeats by the Romans in their time.
What the Mishnah does tell us, is that
messengers were sent out to tell people in
advance when the holiday was to be celebrated. During it, mourning practices were forbidden and special Bible portions were read.
There is only one reference to candle-lighting
and even that is in the context of a legal
matter. “The defendant was not found liable
for damage caused by a fire he accidentally
started when lighting a candle at the entrance
to his shop for Chanukah.”
Nor does the Talmud - compiled around
500 CE but containing writings spanning centuries - have a separate tractate on Chanukah,
but it does provide more information on the
holiday. This is where we first learn that candles were lit for eight days. Today only one
explanation is offered: the miracle of the oil,
enough for one day but lasting for eight. The
Talmud, however, offers other possibilities:
that it took eight days to get oil in from the
countryside, or that there were eight spikes
found in the Temple which were converted
into a menorah.
The eight-day progression of the candle
lighting also appears in the Talmud for the
first time. But today's practice of starting with
one candle (and the shamash) and building to
eight (and the shamash) was not necessarily
the norm. That is the practice introduced by
the Pharisees: that each day an additional
candle was lit. The Sadducees argued that one
should start with a full menorah, and take
away one candle each day. As is usually the
case, Judaism sided with the Pharisees.
During the time of late antiquity and the
early Middle Ages the liturgy of the holiday
started taking form. Several special prayers
were composed for the holiday. One is “Al
Hanisim” (about the miracles), a prayer of
thanksgiving to God for the miracles. The
song “Maoz Tzur,” which is traditionally sung
after the candle lighting, was composed in the
13th century. Other songs would follow.
Judith had become associated with the
Maccabees even though according to the
account of the apocryphal Book of Judith itself, she lived hundreds of years before them.
According to the story, when infiltrating the

(continued on page 15)
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“Every Jewish journey is unique.
Neve Shalom is here to support you on your journey.
Together, we build One Community.”

T

his statement of who we are is a direct result of the
Community Conversations that have taken place
over the past couple of years. In combination with
the congregational survey completed during the Rabbinic
search process, this statement summarizes perfectly what
we, Neve Shalom, offers to our members and the community at large.
Each of us engages with the Neve Shalom Community
for different reasons. We are each at different stages of our
lives. We have different levels of Jewish education. Different family traditions. Different levels of observance.
Each of us is on our own Jewish journey. What makes
Neve Shalom unique is that we support each other without
judgement. We encourage each other to continue on that
journey. We build each other up.
In fact, we can further distill who we are, what we are
doing and where we are going into a single phrase. A tag
line or a catch phrase or a motto.

One Community
One Community communicates to our membership
that even though we are all different, our goal is the same.
It communicates that even though we are on our own Jewish journeys, our goal is the same. It communicates that
even though we are all individuals, our goal is the same.
Our goal is the build a kehilla kedosha, a holy community. We are all here for the singular purpose of building
One Community.
But how do we accomplish this goal? What are the
"bricks" that we use to support each other and to build that
Community?
These six principles are the building blocks of the Neve
Shalom Community. Everything we are and everything we
do are based on these beliefs and values as we build One
Community. (See box at right.)
These principles form the core of everything we do.
They explain how Neve Shalom achieves our goal of building One Community. These principles serve as guide posts
that help all of us make decisions about how we support
each other and that we do work together to build that One
Community.
Finally, we can distill the concept of One Community
even further into a graphical representation of who we are.
This logo is simple and memorable. It is meaningful
and distinguishable. It represents One Community.
The logo show individuals coming together to form a
Magen David, a Star of David; to support each other in the
building of One Community. The multiple colors represent
each of us on our own journeys.
But while we come together to build that One Community, with outstretched arms we engage with the larger
community. Neve Shalom is reaching out to invite everyone
on their own Jewish journey to help us all support each
other and build One Community.

Common Values – Neve Shalom has at its core Jewish identity. It
is through this identity that we share common values, goals, and
ideals for ourselves, our families, and our Community.
Education – The commitment to educate our youth and adults is
critical to the spiritual growth and health of our community. Education supports our connection with Israel and with the greater
Jewish Community.
Leadership – Maintaining a strong and well-trained lay leadership in both religious and administrative areas is a direct result
of the dedication and passion of our professional and lay leaders
and staff. Strong leadership builds a strong Community.
Engagement – Sitting in the center of Jewish New Jersey, the
wide variety of religious, cultural, social, and tikkun olam (social
justice) programs at Neve Shalom are essential to building the
connections within the larger Community.
Support – Being available and accessible to all in our Community to share life cycle events is the basis of our connectedness,
friendship, camaraderie, and sense of belonging regardless of
your unique journey. Together we develop the relationships that
build a loving and supportive Community.
Spirituality – Recognizing that we are all on our own journey of
Jewish discovery, Neve Shalom provides an oasis of peace and
support for each other to assist as we travel that path. Spirituality is woven throughout all aspects of our Jewish Community.
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Adult Ed News
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

Sam Freedman to Speak

O

ur December guest speaker, Sam Freedman,
was a member of Neve Shalom for many
years. Sam will be speaking on Friday, December
18 at the 7:30 pm on the topic: “Sammy Davis,
Jr.’s Menorah: The Rise of Multi-Cultural Judaism.”
Samuel G. Freedman is an award-winning
author, columnist, and professor. A columnist
for The New York Times and a professor at CoSam Freedman
lumbia University, he is the author of seven acclaimed books, most recently Breaking The Line:
The Season in Black College Football That Transformed the Game and
Changed the Course of Civil Rights (2013). His previous books
are Small Victories: The Real World of a Teacher, Her Students and
Their High School (1990); Upon This Rock: The Miracles of a Black
Church(1993); The Inheritance: How Three Families and America
Moved from Roosevelt to Reagan and Beyond (1996); Jew vs. Jew: The
Struggle for the Soul of American Jewry (2000); Who She Was: My
Search for My Mother's Life (2005); and Letters to a Young Journalist (2006).
Small Victories was a finalist for the 1990 National Book Award
and The Inheritance was a finalist for the 1997 Pulitzer Prize. Upon
This Rock won the 1993 Helen Bernstein Award for Excellence in Journalism. Four of Freedman's books have been listed among The New
York Times' Notable Books of the Year. Jew vs. Jew won the National
Jewish Book Award for Non-Fiction in 2001 and made the Publishers
Weekly Religion Best-Sellers list. As a result of the book, Freedman
was named one of the "Forward Fifty" most important American Jews
in the year 2000 by the Jewish newspaper The Forward.
Freedman was a staff reporter for The New York Times from 1981
through 1987 and currently writes the column "On Religion." From
2004 through 2008, he wrote the "On Education" column, which won
first prize in the Education Writers Association's annual competition.
He was also a regular columnist on American Jewish issues for
the Jerusalem Post from 2005 through 2009. He has contributed to
numerous other publications and websites, including The New Yorker,
Daily Beast, New York, Rolling Stone, USA Today, Salon, Tablet, The
Forward, and BeliefNet.
A tenured professor at the Columbia University Graduate School
of Journalism, Freedman was named the nation's outstanding journalism educator in 1997 by the Society of Professional Journalists. In
2012, he received Columbia University's coveted Presidential Award
for Outstanding Teaching. Freedman's class in book-writing has developed more than 65 authors, editors, and agents, and it has been featured in Publishers Weekly and the Christian Science Monitor. He is a
board member of the Jewish Book Council and Religion News Service.
He has spoken at the Smithsonian Institution, Yale University, and
UCLA, among other venues, and has appeared on National Public Radio, CNN, and the News Hour with Jim Lehrer.
For many years at Neve Shalom Sam ran the annual Book and
Author event and since he moved to New York has returned to be a
guest speaker several times.
Freedman holds a bachelor's degree in journalism and history
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, which he received in May
1977. He lives in New York with his wife, Christia Chana Blomquist,
and his children, Aaron and Sarah.
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Sisterhood News
…….A mezuzah is a scroll that we are
commanded to mount on the doorpost, designating the home as Jewish
and reminding us of our connection
to God and our heritage. Deuteronomy 6:9; 11:20: “And you shall write
them on the doorposts of your house
and on your gates.”
The mezuzah’s presence reminds us to infuse our lives with
holiness and good deeds and serves as a symbol of God’s watchful care over the house and its dwellers. All rooms with a full
doorway (except the bathroom) should have a mezuzah affixed
on the right hand side of the door as you enter the room, placed
at a slight angle, the top pointing toward the inside of the room.
Contrary to popular belief, a mezuzah is not the outer container. The actual Hebrew word mezuzah translates as
“doorpost,” and has also come to refer to the skillfully made
parchment scroll within, containing the most famous prayer, the
Shema.
Scrolls are created from handmade parchment from a kosher animal and inscribed in black ink with a special quill pen by
a trained religious devout scribe (sofer) who writes each of the
713 letters in a beautiful calligraphic hand. If even one of the
letters is missing or shaped incorrectly, the mezuzah is rendered
invalid. Only a perfectly made mezuzah is considered kosher and
can be placed in a case to be affixed to your doorposts.
If you would like to learn more, check out The Jewish Book
of Why, a great reference book available for purchase at the
Sisterhood Gift Shop. We also have an extensive selection of
beautiful mezuzot, and kosher scrolls are now in stock.

“A new initiative strengthening communities and creating meaningful memories one Shabbat dinner at a time.”
Neve Shalom will be joining synagogues from across the country whose
members, friends and family participate
in this exciting on-going “pay-it –
forward” Shabbat dinner/community
building initiative.
As this program has proven a success in virtually 100% of the already participating synagogues
throughout the United States, we, at Neve Shalom are excited to
begin in the New Year. Whether a formal sit down Shabbat dinner in
the dining room or a casual pizza by the pool (summer of course!)
there is no right or wrong way to have a Shabbat dinner with friends
both new and old.
On specified Friday nights, host a dinner, attend a dinner and
celebrate at Shabbat services Saturday morning, where all who participated the night before will have a special communal honor.
For more information, call Jennifer Bullock at 908-510-4005 or
Julie Hersch at 732-494-3439/ 732-742-8613. We are looking forward
to spending Shabbat together!
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Hebrew School News

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

T

his year we are trying an experiment. Instead of the “activities” of the past, grades 4-7 on Sunday mornings are selecting
and producing “projects” based on various historic periods. For the first five or six weeks the three groups are learning
about and creating activities connected with the years 67 CE till about 200 C.E. One group is building a large model of the Second Temple
(including the Western Wall) and discussed its destruction by the Romans. Another group is writing a play about the creation of the Talmud in
Yavneh and hopes to film it as an I-movie. The third group is designing a video game about the Jews and Romans fighting around Masada. These
were done in September and October. In November and December the students will learn about the Maccabean period and will select and design their own projects connecting to that time.
Friday, December 4: Shabbat Dinner and Family Service starts at 5:30 pm with a delicious “breakfast” for Hebrew School and Nursery families.
The menu will include breakfast foods and kids are encouraged to wear pajamas. Afterwards a ruach (spirit) filled service will be led by Rabbi
Rosin, Hazzan Levin and Hebrew School children. RSVP online at http://neveshalom.shulcloud.com/event/family-shabbat-dinner-december2015.html
Sunday, December 6: This year’s Hanukkah History Fair, during Hebrew School, will include lots of games, foods, videos, songs, computer activities and stories. We will especially focus on some historic aspects of the holiday and will tell the older grades “The Real Hanukkah Story.” There
is no admission fee. Parents and guests are welcome.
Sunday, December 13: Java Nagila for parents will include free refreshments. Melissa Jacobs will facilitate a discussion of “Children and Technology.”
Saturday, December 19: The Saturday family service at 10:15 am will give children and parents opportunities to help lead and better understand parts of the Shabbat morning service. Shabbat Kef, for grades 3-7 from noon-2:00 pm will follow, including lunch and lots of fun.
Thursday, December 24: We are partnering with Hadassah to do crafts and mitzvah projects at JFK hospital at 1:00 pm. Meet at the “Rehab
Entrance” the next one after the main hospital entrance.
Friday, December 25: Family Fun Day, run by the Men’s Club will include video games and a delicious breakfast. It starts at 9am. Watch for
more information. No Hebrew School December 27 and December 29. School resumes on January 3.

Youth & Family Events in December!
We continue to plan fun ways for children of all ages to engage and explore Shabbat services, plus a variety of ways to share time with their
peers within the synagogue every month. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or suggestions!! Contact Debbie Schildkraut,
Vice President, Education at dkestins@gmail.com.










Sunday, December 6: Chanukah Fair from 9:00 am to 11:00 am. Experiencing bits of Chanukah
history through crafts, games, puzzles, food, film, and lots of fun!
 Friday, December 11: Kabbalat Tot Shabbat at 6:30 pm. For families with children ages 3-7, this
is a short, fun, interactive program with songs, prayers and activities for children of nursery age or in
grades 2 or younger, along with their parents and siblings.
 Saturday, December 19: Saturday Family Service at 10:15 am, plus “Shabbat Kef” noon-2 pm.
This is an interactive learning service for families and their children together, held in the Beit Midrash. Shabbat Kef (fun) runs from noon to 2:00 pm and includes lunch, fun and games.
Sunday, December 13: Jewish Journey monthly program continues, 11:00 am to noon, for families with children ages 3-5. The program
explores the Jewish holidays through art, music, cooking, stories and games. Contact Martha Mack for registration information
at mjmack@aol.com
Sunday, December 20: Java Nagila at 9:00 am: Join Hebrew School parents for coffee, light refreshments and engaging discussion and
guest speakers - - easy to stay after dropping off your kids!
Thursday, December 24: Mitzvah Day at 1:00 pm at JFK Medical Center Rehab Wing. Together with members of Hadassah, our children
create art projects to donate to patients. There is nothing like the feeling of putting a smile on someone’s face. Have fun while performing mitzvot at the same time.
On-going: Weekly Junior Congregation Services at 10:15 am. Please encourage all school-age children to attend youth services every
Saturday morning. They will learn the prayers (eventually needed for bar/bat mitzvah) while earning weekly prizes, school points, and
the chance to win a gift cards too!
On-going: Shabbat Buddies is a new program to match up Hebrew School children with our teens. The purpose is to build relationships
and promote attendance at Shabbat services. Plus, special desserts will be offered at various Shabbatot for participants. This is a great
way to help kids who need that extra incentive. Contact Wendy Kushner at whkushner@gmail.com
On-going: Youth Groups for school-age children are active throughout the year: Hanoar, Kadima, and USY. Please contact Stacey Sern for
more information at youth@neveshalom.net
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Nursery
School News
By Martha Mack, Director

L

ast year, Neve Shalom Nursery School came very close
to achieving a full day Kindergarten class as an option
for our families who are looking at half day Kindergarten
in the public schools. We have several current nursery
School families with children in our Pre-K class that are
urging us to try again….so here we go!
Neve Shalom Nursery School is proud to announce
that as of September 2016 we will be offering a fully day
Kindergarten Class from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm! In keeping
with our NAEYC (National Association for the Education of
Young Children) standards, the full day Kindergarten class
will be taught by a certified teacher and will follow the
current Kindergarten curriculum in the Metuchen Public
Schools. Because we will have the luxury of a longer
school day, our fully day Kindergarten will be packed with
fun and challenging activities covering all of the academic
areas of reading, writing, math, science, social studies,
physical education, and the arts. We will also continue to
incorporate Jewish values and holidays into the daily classroom routine.
Class size will be limited to 12 children with early
drop off and late stay options available at only a slightly
higher fee. If you, or anyone that you know, is interested
in Full Day Kindergarten for their child please let us know.
We would be happy to give them a personal tour of the
facility and meet our current Kindergarten Wrap teacher
to discuss curriculum and teaching strategies. We look
forward to registration beginning in February 2016!
We are looking forward to celebrating Chanukah
together on Wednesday, December 9 with musical entertainment, yummy latkes, sufganiyot, and spinning dreidels
with chocolate gelt. We will light the candles, sing our
favorite Chanukah songs, and celebrate with all of our
friends and families…we can’t wait!
Please check out our “Mommy & Me” and "Just Me"
program! “Mommy & Me” meets on Wednesdays from
9:15 am to 10:15 am for infants from 12 to 24 months and
their moms/caregivers. Our “Just Me” program meets on
Mondays and/or Wednesdays from 9:15 am to 11:15 am
for the 2 to 2-1/2 year old crowd. If you, or someone that
you know, is interested in any of our Nursery School programs please feel free to have them contact Martha Mack,
Nursery School Director at 732-548-2238, ext. 17, to arrange for a personal tour of the facility.

Men’s Club Minute
By Steven Schneider, Men’s Club President

T

he Men's Club has two wonderful events in the next few weeks – Family
Fun Day and the Founder's Breakfast.
Family Fun Day has been a well-attended and growing program on
Christmas morning over the past few years. The entire event is funded
through Men's Club membership dues so there is no cost to attend (but
please register on ShulCloud or call the office).
This year we are expanding the program to get children of all ages involved. Our theme will be science and there will be programs and activities
for everyone.
Please bring your entire family. Reach out to non-member friends and
family and encourage them to attend as well. We expect to have a record
turn-out and want to share this event with the entire community.
Founder's Breakfast will be held on January 17. This year we honor one
of our greatest Men's Club members and a member of the International
Federation of Jewish Men's Club, Jeff Schulman.
Jeff was instrumental in re-invigorating Men's Club a number of years
ago when the Club needed a pick me up. Along with a few others, Jeff challenged other men at Neve to get involved and get engaged. Serving twice as
the President of the Neve Shalom Men's Club, Jeff has and continues to be a
key in making Men's Club a real value to our community.

Weave a Tallit?? You Can Do It!!

Y

ou can make a custom tallit for yourself
or as a very special gift. No weaving
experience needed to produce a beautiful
and creative tallit. Even if you have never
threaded a needle; even if you never designed anything before. That old saying, “I
do not know anything about art, but I know
what I like” explains how much art ability you
need for this exciting and spiritual activity.
And tying the tzitzit? If you can tie your
shoes, you can make the fringes on your own
tallit!
Neve Shalom Sisterhood is proud to
announce the opening of the Tallit Weaving
program. In the anteroom next to Rabbi
Zelizer’s office, a Loom Room has been established where you can weave a custom
tallit, tallit or tefillin bag. No experience
necessary!! Volunteers from Neve Shalom Sisterhood will guide you
through the process. With our help, you can weave.
This ongoing program is open to the entire community; men and
women, boys and girls. For more information, pricing, and to schedule
your time on the loom, contact Cory Schneider (phone: 717-574-1807;
email: corstan65@gmail.com) or Jennifer Bullock (phone: 732-906-8565;
rnjbullock@aol.com).
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Called to the Torah
By Flora Cowen
Azi Richman, son of Mareza Estevez and
Lincoln Richman, became a bar mitzvah
on Saturday, November 14.
Many family members joined in
the celebration, including Azi’s brother
Ezra; grandparents Alan and Kelli Richman from Monroe Township; great
aunt Toby Richman from Seal Beach, CA;
aunt and uncle Elisa Guarino and Matt
Richman from Ridgewood, cousins Luca
and Logan Richman; and great aunt and
great uncle, Marilyn and Al Friedes from
East Brunswick.
Azi is a seventh grade student at
the Chatham Middle School in Chatham, NJ.
As for his hobbies and interests, Azi tells us that “I love to play
guitar. I have taken lessons at the School of Rock in Chatham, NJ. Last
year, I won the talent show at Camp Nah-Jee-Wah in Milford, Pennsylvania! I love going to rock concerts. And I love learning about military history and fighter jets. I’ve also traveled to Disney World in
Florida.”
Azi adds, “I'm really thankful to Bubbeigh and Grandpa for all of
their love and for helping to make this day possible.”

Clergy and Community Leaders Meet and Greet Rabbi Rosin

I

n the sukkah on Thursday, October 1, Neve Shalom hosted a “Meet and Greet” luncheon to introduce Rabbi
Eric Rosin to local civic leaders, and local members of the clergy. Congregant Steve Nagel welcomed all of
the guests, who then introduced themselves. Then Steve presented Rabbi Rosin, who delivered brief and
informative comments about the Succoth holiday, describing and displaying the lulav and etrog. After lunch, accompanied by spirited conversations among the attendees, guests were given a tour of Neve Shalom.
Rabbi Rosin expressed his gratitude to the leadership of Neve Shalom for organizing the event and to all
of the guests who enabled us to fulfill the mitzvah of welcoming guests into our sukkah. He very much enjoyed
meeting the other civic and religious leaders and he looks forward to working with them and getting to know all of
them better over the years to come.
More than 20 guests attended the event, including Senator Peter Barnes III; Assemblyman Patrick
Diegnan, Jr.; Federation CEO Keith Krivitsky; Hazzan
Sheldon Levin; Lea Lanton, Metuchen Board of Education; Deborah Anes, Beth Moroney, and Veena Iyer,
Edison Board of Education; Sapana Shah, Edison Township Council; Reverend James Miller and Pastor Amoon
Sharon, First Baptist Church, Metuchen; Mark
McCreary, Interfaith Clergy Association; Imam Raouf Zaman, Muslim Center of Middlesex County; Reverend Jim Thomas, First Presbyterian Church, Iselin; Reverend Jill
Kitsko, Oak Tree Presbyterian Church, Edison; and Bishop Nikolaos G. Brown.
Hope Serratelli, Neve Shalom Vice President of Programming, at the suggestion
of Eliot Spack, planned the event along with chairperson Debra Hirsch. Hostesses and Rabbi Eric Rosin speaking with local leaders.
committee included congregants Flora Cowen, Jennifer Bullock, Jamie Grubman, Debra
Hirsch and Sheri-Rose Rubin.

Rabbi Eric Rosin
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Highlighting Four
Months in Israel
By Melanie Davis

I

had the privilege of
studying in Israel
with a group of 47 high
schoolers on a four
month program called
Tichon
Ramah
Yerushalayim (TRY.)
We lived in a dormitory style complex in
the heart of Jerusalem.
Twice a week, we traveled to different sites and learned
about Jewish history in a class called Israel Core Course
(ICC.) The remaining weekdays were spent in academic
classes so that I could fulfill all requirements of sophomores
at my high school in New Jersey.
My favorite weekends on TRY were the host Shabbats.
We would spend Shabbat with Israeli families who welcomed us into their homes. This was one of my favorite
parts of the trip because I truly felt like part of the Israeli
culture.
On other Shabbats we would spend on our campus in
Jerusalem. We would split up into groups and each walk to
a nearby shul. It was very interesting to experience services
at so many different shuls.
I also had the pleasure of being in Israel during a few
national holidays. I attended a costume party during Purim
and I dressed up as an Orthodox man. It was really fun. We
also enjoyed a barbecue on Israel’s Independence Day, and
there was a very moving ceremony on Memorial Day.
We took a ten day trip to Poland, where I learned
about the horrific things that happened to Jews during
World War II.
Toward the end of my TRY experience, I got to spend a
week at Gadna, an educational program where I learned
about the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF).
Overall, I learned a lot, and I am really happy that I
spent the second half of my sophomore year in Israel. It is
such a beautiful country full of wonderful people.
I am so grateful to the Suzy Schwartz Memorial Fund
for making this experience possible.

Rita Mushailov

Neve Shalom is delighted to be hosting
the USY Regional Freshman Shabbaton on
January 22 and 23. Approximately 50 freshman from all over Northern and Central New
Jersey will be gathering in Metuchen for a
Shabbat of prayer, study and fun.
The Youth Committee is looking for families able to host at least two
visiting
USYers
members
from
Friday
evening
through Saturday morning. The host family would need to pick up the USYers on Friday evening around 10:15 and bring them back to the synagogue on
Saturday morning at 9:30. They would also need to provide a cold, dairy
breakfast on Saturday morning. All other meals will be provided at the
synagogue. The USYers will bring sleeping bags and pillows.
If you can host USYers for the Shabbaton or have any questions, please
email youth@neveshalom.net.
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There’s more than one way to fry a potato
By Chef Lon

T

here are a few foods and dishes that are
traditionally associated with Chanukah (
:)חֲ נֻכָּהlatkes (potato pancakes), sofganiyot
(jelly donuts), loukoumades (honey puffs), and
dairy (to remember Judith). There is no halachah ( :הֲ לָּ כָּהJewish law) for what to eat, and
the traditions were passed on from generation
to generation.
Potato Pancakes
When most American Jews think of potato pancakes, they think of the deliciously oily
potato usually found in the shape of a
flattened ball. The way a potato pancake is
prepped, cooked, and even the items that
garnish it, have regional and cultural differences.
There are many variations of potato pancakes, and some of them include: Boxty
(Ireland), Bramborák (Czechoslovakia), Gamjajeon (Korea), Hash Browns (America), Latka
Gravas (Caspiar), Latkes (( )לאַ טקעNortheast
Europe/Russia), Lefse (Norway), Mücver
(Turkey), Placki (Poland), Rårakor (Sweden),
Reibekuchen (Germany), and Rösti (Sweden).
History of Potatoes
You cannot make potato pancakes without potatoes. Potatoes are a variety of vegetables called tubers. They were first cultivated
by the ancient Incans between 7,000 and
10,000 years ago. Potatoes were not introduced into Europe until the Spanish first conquered areas of South America and brought
them back in the early 1500s. It is believed
that potatoes may have first been brought to
Ireland by Sir Walter Raleigh in 1589. By the
mid-1700s, they had become a staple crop in
many areas of the Continent. Potatoes had
become such a major part of the Irish diet that
when a disease affected potato plants in the
1840, it led to famine in which a million people in Ireland died and another million left the
country. The potato had not reached colonial
North America for almost three decades after
it traveled to Europe in 1621, when they were
sent to Governor Wyatt of Virginia from the
Governor of Bermuda. The first potato farm
was not established in the States until 1719 in
Derry, NH.
Why Eat Fried Foods on Chanukah?
Chanukah is an eight day holiday that
commemorates the defeat of the Greek-Syrian
army in 186 BCE by a band of rebellious Jews
(known as the Maccabees). When the city of
Jerusalem was liberated, the Maccabees entered the Holy Temple to clean it up. They

discovered a small amount of olive oil to
light the golden menorah. It was enough to
last one day, however, the menorah stayed
lit for eight days.
To commemorate the miracle of the oil
lasting eight days, throughout the years
Jews throughout world began making dishes
with oil to commemorate the oil used to
light the menorah. For instance, sufganiyot
was made in Turkey and North Africa and
fried chicken and vegetables was cooked
around the Northern Mediterranean. Potatoes, which were more abundant and
cheaper in Northeastern Europe, became
the ingredient to be fried in oil, and to memorialize the holiday.

were enjoying the taste of dishes like Ecuadorian llapingachos (stuffed potato pancakes) or Chilean milcaos (fried and baked
potatoes) centuries before the Europeans
were asking “do you want chips with that
fish”?

Why Eat Latkes on Chanukah?
The tradition took hundreds of years
before it become popular in Europe. Even
after potatoes first made their way into
Northern Europe, latkes did not automatically become a dish to be associated with
Chanukah. This is because another Chanukah tradition conflicted with the oil used to
fry this tasty morsel. This other tradition is
to eat dairy (in honor of Judith).
The issue in following this other tradition is that since vegetable/olive oils were
hard to produce in the north, they used
animal fats for frying, which makes the latkes non-dairy. Until the Northern Europeans
began obtaining a greater amount of vegetable oils, either the holiday meal was a non
-dairy celebration, or one without latkes.
Latkes (without potatoes) were eaten
in Europe to celebrate Chanukah long before the potato set its eyes on the Continent. The oldest known recollection of pancakes cooked in association with the holiday
is found in the writings of Rabbi Kalonymus
(from Italy) who wrote about pancakes
made with ricotta cheese made to celebrate
Purim and Chanukah during the late thirteenth century. This dish (or versions of it)
made its way to other Jewish communities
throughout Europe. Later, when vegetable
oils were more abundant in northern Europe, they modified the dish to include the
very abundant potato, and the tradition we
now know and love was created.
Potato pancakes are a food which has
just as many European origins to match the
diversity of cultures that have made it their
own. However if one wants to really go
back to the earliest origins of this dish, one
would have to look at place where the potato was first cultivated. South Americans

Although I love a traditional potato latke (I
prefer it with apple sauce), I thought I would
provide my readers with something a bit
different, a latke that you can eat not only as
a side dish, but as a sweet dessert, Sweetato
Latkes.
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For an unabridged version of this article,
please visit https://
foodhistoryreligion.wordpress.com/.

The Recipe

Ingredients
 2 large potatoes
 2 medium sweet
potatoes
 2 medium apples
 2 1/2 cups vegetable oil
 ¼ cup melted butter
 1 egg (beaten)
 2 Tbs. all-purpose flour
 1 tsp. salt
 3 Tbs. ground cinnamon
 3 Tbs. brown sugar
 ½ tsp. ground black pepper
Instructions
1. Finely grate all potatoes and apples into
a large bowl, then drain off liquid.
2. Add: melted butter, egg, flour, salt, black
pepper, 2 Tbs. cinnamon, and 2 Tbs.
brown sugar.
3. Heat oil in large pan. Cover a plate with
paper towels.
4. Make pancakes by rolling batter into
small balls, placing in oil, then flattening.
5. Fry for about 3 minutes on each side (or
until golden brown).
6. As latkes are finished, place them onto
the towel-covered plate then and sprinkle the remaining cinnamon and brown
sugar on top of the latkes.
7. Serve warm.
Keep Cookin’ ——Chef Lon
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“Steak and Beer in the Booth”
W

hile the rain may have been coming down
steadily outside and casting a gloom upon the
evening of October the first, a festive glow shown
from the inner rooms and hallways of Neve Shalom. The root of this elation was the annual gathering
of our Community for the pairing of steaks with alcoholic beverages. This year’s beverage of choice was
the age old favorite, beer, and the event being aptly
named “Steak and
Beer in the Booth”.
The sold-out
crowd of over 70
guests began the
evening with a
fascinating lecture
provided by expert
sommelier Dr. Richard Bullock (pictured right in the
lower middle photograph) on the history of beer, as
well as the brewing process, and what distinguishes
the various types of beers. During the lecture, and
throughout the ensuing meal, a total of six different
types were discussed, analyzed, and tasted. The
choices ranged from dark malts, to smoky brews, to
sweet chocolate flavorings, providing everyone with a
sampling of libations they may have never experienced before.
After the first few beverages of the evening were
discussed and tasted, the evening’s meal was
served. The spread included steaks expertly prepared
by the famed Men’s Club Kitchen Crew, accompanied
by mushrooms and onions prepared in their secret
“grillin’ sauce,” tossed salad, garlic bread, and of
course, the time-honored Men’s Club traditional
heaping of tater tots. Non-alcoholic beverages were
also available during the meal, and bowls of fruit were
served for dessert.
This is one of the biggest events on the Men’s
Club calendar, and all donations (registration fees and
50/50 raffles) for this event go towards helping to
build One Community in and around Congregation
Neve Shalom. The Men’s Club would like to thank
everyone that donated and attended this fun event
and they look forward to hosting it again next year.

Long-time congregant Ron Becker recently received the 2015 Roger
McDonough Librarianship Award for excellence in service to the New Jersey
history research community.
Ralph Steinhardt, also a long-time Neve Shalom member, was recently
presented with the NJ YMCA Alliance’s Martin Bartner Award for his many
years of Y leadership in opening new paths of understanding and communication with and among diverse leaders. CONGRATULATIONS TO BOTH!!!
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Know someone who needs help?
Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat!
Know someone in need of help during an illness,
after surgery, after the birth of a child, please
contact the Mitzvah Mission.
No Mission Is Impossible!
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
732-858-1764
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN HONOR OF.......................... From
Ken Braverman,
congratulations on being
selected as the Chatan Torah ... Martin and Judith Slutzky
Neve Shalom ............................ William and Rosa Heinbach
IN MEMORY OF....................... From
Yahrzeits .................................. Eric and Susan Goldman
Margaret Rose Loewy .............. Oscar and Eva Loewy
Bernice Greenhouse ................ Stephan and Beverly Perry
Helen Greenhouse ................... Stephan and Beverly Perry
Yahrzeit .................................... Francine Glass and Audrey Napchen
Efram Spierer ........................... Robert Spierer
Fannie Goldstein ...................... Morris and Esther Heller
Sadie Cream ............................. Davene Iris Dultz
Benjamin Cream....................... Davene Iris Dultz
Lillian Goldman ........................ Donna Kibbel
Roberta Clare ........................... Robert Clare
Regina Spierer .......................... Robert Spierer
Aryeh Berenfeld ....................... Marian F. Kaufman
Betty Simon .............................. Murray Simon
Abraham Wernik ...................... Charlotte Sheratsky
Miriam Frank............................ Renee Frank
Yahrzeit .................................... Dr. Edward Thompson
Yahrzeit .................................... Walter Heskes
Richard Coen ............................ Donna Coen O'Gorman
Robert Frank ............................ Renee Frank
Yahrzeit .................................... Marc Bressler
Louis Zuckerman ...................... Howard Zuckerman
Harry Gelber ............................ Morris and Yetta Gelber
Elsie Marx ................................ Daniel and Esta Marx

Rose Rand .................................Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Mildred Loewenthal ..................Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Yahrzeit .....................................Walter Newman
Ruth Specht, sister of
Edward Markman .....................Albert and Helene Epstein
Yahrzeit .....................................Sue B. Horwitz
Emanuel Shultz .........................Gail Adler
Evelyn Grossman ......................Beatrice Grossman
Henry Chaim Kalfus ...................Richard and Bernard Kalfus
SUSY SCHWARTZ MEMORIAL FUND
IN HONOR OF ......................... From
Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal,
congratulations on the birth
of your grandson .......................Martin and Judith Slutzky
EDUCATION FUND
IN MEMORY OF ...................... From
Lawrence Fried .........................Florence Fried
YOUTH FUND
IN HONOR OF ......................... From
Rebecca Margolin .....................Jeffrey and Elyse Schulman
Julianna Margolin......................Jeffrey and Elyse Schulman
PRAYERBOOK
IN MEMORY OF ...................... From
Alice and Paul Cohen,
my parents ................................Judith Cohen-Wade
Yitzhak Westreich .....................Bob and Becky Seely
COMMUNITY KIDDUSH FUND
IN HONOR OF ......................... From
Shirley Segal, happy birthday ....Flora Cowen
Neve Shalom .............................Stacey Sern and Jonathan Greenberg
Ed Levine, thank you
for your kindness ......................Lena Friedel-Feld
Neve Shalom .............................William and Rosa Heinbach
Marian Szteinbaum ...................Rosalie Green
Aliyah ........................................Lena Friedel-Feld

NER TAMID
IN HONOR OF.......................... From
Aimee and Ken Braverman,
congratulations on
your new grandchild ................ Reuven and Nancy Kaswin
IN MEMORY OF....................... From
Bernard Dreznick ..................... Harriet Derman
Sarah Glick ............................... Elaine and Jerry Glick

Community Conversations Continue!
Your valuable feedback continues to help shape
our future. To host or participate, please contact either Nancy Shlossman at nshloss@aol.com
or at 732-321-4081, or Debbie Schildkraut at
dkestins@gmail.com, or at 732-549-7224.
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Neve Shalom would like to thank the
following people for chanting Torah during
the month of October
T=Teen, JR=Junior
Ronald Becker .................. 20
Danny Boxer ..................... T 1
Jake Bullock ...................... 4
Andrea Colby .................... 3
Lawrence Dombrow ......... 1
Marlene Fineman ............. 1
Michael Friederwitzer ...... 7
Harold Geller .................... 10
Sam Gilbert ....................... 1
Eric Goldman .................... 3
Rosalie Green ................... 3
Bruce Greenberg .............. 1
Sarah Krauze..................... T 1
Ariella Kushner ................. T 1
Brooke Margolin ............... T 1
Ellen Margolin .................. 1
Josh Margolin ................... 2
Julianna Margolin ............. T 1
Rebecca Margolin ............. T 1
Barbara Osofsky ............... 1
Daniel Rosenfield.............. T 1
Mark Rosenfield ............... 16
Michele Rosenfield ........... 12

Will Roth ........................... 2
Debbie Schildkraut ........... 4
Jeffrey Schulman .............. 1
Stacey Sern ....................... 10
Barbara Spack ................... 1
Lisa Spiegel ....................... 1
Allen Stern ........................ 1
Stephen Traum ................. 2
Karen Weinstein ............... 1
Haftorah
Herbert Gary
Harold Geller
Sarah Krauze ..................... T
Julianna Margolin ............. T
Rebecca Margolin ............. T
Michele Rosenfield
Stacey Sern
Ashrei
Shaina Garb ...................... JR
Farrah Grubman ............... JR
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Notes from the Hazzan
Continued from page 2
enemy camp, Judith, for reasons of kashrut, ate no meat:
she confined herself to dairy products, while she ingratiated her way into the tent of the enemy general Holofernes,
who she beheaded, thus saving her people from certain
destruction.
In Eastern Europe, the dairy diet took the shape of
eating latkes, which were cheesy pancakes. Only later in
the mid-19th century, when Russian farmers began growing potatoes, did latkes take the form of the potato pancakes that we know today.
The tradition of spinning dreidels on Chanukah is also
a product of the Middle Ages. The dreidel was simply a
gambling game, with the letters on the dreidel not denoting "nes gadol haya sham" (“A great miracle happened
there”) as we say today. Rather, each letter stood for a
Yiddish word having to do with the game: nun was for
nicht (nothing), gimel was for ganz (all), shin was for stell
ein (put in), and hei was for half (half) – which indicated
what one must do after each turn. The rules are those of
an earlier non-Jewish gambling game called teetotum.
The tradition of eating fried doughnuts, or sufganiyot
as they are called in Israel, is an even later addition to the
holiday. It first appeared in Morocco in the end of the 18th
century, though it is widely attributed to the father of Rambam, Rabbi Maimon ben Moses, who lived in Spain hundreds of years earlier.
Finally, Chanukah has always been a minor holiday in
Jewish tradition. That's because while other holidays are
sanctioned by the Bible and thus are seen as divinely ordained, Chanukah is post-biblical: it was ordained by rabbis. It seems to have gained its importance in the 20th
century in the United States, mainly because it tends to
coincide with Christmas. This is how the holiday got its
present shape with dreidels, latkes, sufganiyot and menorahs, and lest we forget - gifts. Happy Chanukah!!
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GOLDSTEIN
FUNERAL CHAPEL INC.
We value the dignity and the sanctity
of the Jewish soul and we uphold and
maintain reverence for the Jewish
tradition

Hours by Appointment

THE MIDDLESEX MEDICAL GROUP

Richard B. Bullock, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Diplomate American Board of Internal Medicine and Geriatrics

Darshana Tawde, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Diplomate American Board of Internal Medicine

Anne Alliegro, RN, ANP-C
Nurse Practitioner

Jennifer E. Wiseman, RN, ANP-C
Nurse Practitioner

225 May St., Suite E, Edison
Sales Phone: 732-548-9191
Fax Phone: 732-548-9759

Exclusively Jewish Operated
Conveniently Located
Large Chapels
Martin Goldstein, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. 4025
2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison
732-777-0032

732-661-2020
Service Phone:
732-548-9394

HAIMM

MONUMENTS FOR
ALL CEMETERIES

MEMORIAL CENTER

Discounted
Sales and Service

551 Middlesex Ave
Metuchen, NJ

10 MAIN STREET
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
800-729-0582

732-634-8500
732-634-1521
Fax: 732-750-0120

Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy
Nationwide
SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON
POPPER and GRAFTON - ATTORNEYS AT LAW
225 West 34th Street
Suite 2209
New York, NY 10122-1600
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