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FROM THE RABBI

NEVE SHALOM
By Gerald Zelizer

From Our Rabbi….Eric Rosin

N

o one ever said that rabbis
play fair. There is a teaching
in Pirke Avot, a tractate of the second century collection of rabbinic
teachings known as the Mishna,
which reads: Be the first to extend greetings to every person. (Mishna Avot 4:20).
Taking this admonition to heart, I could take advantage of
this column as my first exercise of rabbinic prerogative and
use it to greet you all before most of you have had the opportunity to beat me to the punch.
But I won’t. I don’t want to squander this opportunity to
meet each of you in person and to get to know every family in
the congregation. Moments of meeting like this are not just
exciting – they are precious opportunities. We know this from
experience and we know this from our sacred texts.
In the book of Genesis, when our patriarch Isaac and his
love, Rebecca, meet for the first time, the Torah tells us that
Rebecca’s caravan approaches Isaac as he is praying in the
evening. In the text, first Isaac raises his eyes and sees the
travelers approaching. Then Rebecca raises her eyes and sees
Isaac in the distance. And when they see each other, Rebecca,
overcome, dismounts her camel and covers her face with a
veil. (Genesis 24:63-4)
As if I needed to be reminded of this dramatic meeting,
last month, before Jennifer and I stood under the chuppah
during our wedding, we reenacted that moment of recognition and connection at our bedeken when, after we signed the

ketubah, Jennifer and I had a moment to look into each other’s eyes before lowering her veil. (Although we decided
against fully reproducing the scene as it was very hard to get
the necessary permits to hire a caravan of camels in New York
City.)
Our tradition is replete with dramatic moments of
meeting, from Adam’s first encounter with his soul mate Eve,
to the reunion of Jacob and Esau, to the moment when Joseph
reveals his true identity to his to his brothers and welcomes
them down to Egypt.
There is something universal about that action of lifting
our heads in recognition of another’s humanity. Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel teaches that despite the prohibition
against creating images of God, our synagogues are filled with
them because each of us is created with the aspiration and the
opportunity to become one. Every meeting is an opportunity
to lift our eyes, to recognize one another and to see in each
other an image of the Divine.
And every meeting is an opportunity to learn more about
ourselves as we see ourselves through the eyes of another.
As I arrive in Metuchen, I look forward to meeting each of
you. You will notice that the rabbi’s office has been moved to
be more accessible and that my door will almost always be
open. Please come in an introduce yourself (and help yourself
to some of the chocolates which will be on my work table
once it arrives.) I may be forfeiting the opportunity to be the
first to greet you, but I am very excited about getting to know
you.
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O

ne of my teachers, Dr. Steven Brown says
that “no one changes unless the pain of
changing is less than the pain of not changing.”
It is hard to undo habits, to establish new behavior patterns or to give up things we enjoy.
How many of us make a resolution on January
first and then only a few weeks later stop visiting the gym or no longer count Weight
Watchers points?
How does Judaism encourage us on the
High Holidays to become the kind of people we
want to be that is different than those January
first resolutions? This past spring, Dr. Arthur
Markman spoke here at Neve Shalom on this
subject. He pointed out that Judaism encourages a month of preparation prior to Rosh
Hashanah when we evaluate our past and plan
for the future. We can spend time that month
trying the changes we want to make and then
affirm them on the High Holy Days. There is
time built in to apologize to those we have
wronged. Throughout Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur while repeating prayers, chanting familiar tunes, surrounded by family and friends, we
hopefully have a supportive environment to
enact those changes that we want to make.
They are likely to be well thought out as opposed to being an impulsive idea.
Hopefully, the words you say to God, privately, and the promises you make while
fasting on Yom Kippur are heartfelt and honest.
If you stand there at Neilah vowing to keep
kosher and then rush after services to eat a
bacon cheeseburger clearly your change is not
real. We all make mistakes from time to time
and one of the brilliant things about Judaism is
the understanding that we can reboot and
recommit to being the kind of people we want
to be.
Neve Shalom is undergoing change as
well. Change is never easy. Rabbi Rosin may not
do everything the same as Rabbi Zelizer has.
New synagogue officers may have their own
ideas of how to most efficiently run the congregation. The building has changed the usage of
several rooms; the new rabbi’s office is where
the former “synagogue office” used to be and
the bookkeeper and office staff are in what
used to be a classroom. As we brought several
candidates this past winter to visit Neve Shalom to lead services, I tried to adjust some of
the things we usually do during services to
match their styles. One congregant said we are
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not just changing rabbis but the Hazzan is
changing too.
I hope we are flexible and welcoming to
our new spiritual leader. Judaism has a concept of “kavannah” where we need to bring
new understandings, new ideas and new
melodies to enrich our prayer experiences.
Hopefully, anything new we try will be refreshing and uplifting. I am sure that Rabbi
Rosin will not change things unless he believes they will improve our prayer experiences and congregation. So while change may be
hard it is often beneficial.
Cutting out fats, or salts, or sweets from
our diets can be good for us. Exercising more,
attending services regularly, spending more
time with family can be good for us. Connecting to the community and congregation,
taking advantage of the many activities, classes, services and programs of Neve Shalom
can definitely be in your best interest. I wish
you a healthy and happy new year filled only
with the changes that will make your life
better. Shana tova.

Annually we recognize all members of 18 (chai) or
more years at Neve Shalom.
Typically members talk about their synagogue
experiences. At Chai Shabbat morning services, September 26, our speakers have very different stories. They did not grow up in a country where Jews
could attend synagogue, learn or practice Judaism.
Alla and Yuri Piltser will share their challenges of
life in Russia, building new lives here and joining the
American Jewish community.
To celebrate all Chai members, kiddush after
services will include a Chai cake. We honor and deeply
appreciate all our members.
Heads up, tapping and dancing feet…..
"A few of your favorite things", wine, chocolate,
desserts, live music, dance, new and old friends. Welcome Rabbi Eric Rosin and Jennifer Blum to our
community Saturday, November 21, 2015, at 8:00 pm
at Neve Shalom. We will celebrate with the music of
John Mellencamp tribute band “Human Wheels”, and
our own Joel Caplan on bass.
Tickets: members $25/pp, non-members $30/pp.
Advance purchase required
at neveshalom.shulcloud.com/events or call 732 5482238, ext. 12.
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Points from the President

S

By Dan Hirsch

work. I had the opportunity to speak to — and more importantly –
listen to many congregants. As President, I want Neve Shalom to be
a destination where the congregants come because they want to be
there as a community. The theme of community was repeated over
and over and over again during our conversations. There was a
recognition that Neve Shalom represents a place to come together to
meet our spiritual, physical and emotional needs - where we, as observant Jews and as secular Jews can come together to daven, to
learn, to work, to eat, to play, to laugh, to cry, to celebrate, to
mourn, to remember, to heal, to have fun, to be reflective, to dance,
to sing, to study, and most importantly, to be together and to support each other when we need it. In essence, to be a Jewish Community.
As such, we have made some subtle changes to the way that we
are doing things. I feel that our Board of Directors needs to focus on
our mission. We have developed a Mission Statement (see Debbie
Schildkraut’s article on page 8. ) which will drive our decision making processes. Although our Adult Education program is exceptional,
the Community Conversations reflected the need to have more “fun”
events, and we have therefore initiated a new portfolio of Programming, led by Hope Serratelli. She will be in charge of coordinating
the calendar. She is also in charge of communications/marketing as
well as developing programs and events that will fill gaps in our calendar and in reaching out to underrepresented groups.
My vision also involves the creation of repeatable processes and
policies, to streamline and simplify the way we do things. An example of this is our decision to eliminate guest tickets for families. As
Jews, we should make every effort to ensure that we commemorate
the Festivals and Holy Days together as a family. Policies that make it
more difficult to celebrate together represent obstacles and it is my
vision that obstacles to religious observance should be removed, as
much as possible. This is an invitation to celebrate the High Holy Days
with your family – let’s fill our house of worship with voices of prayer.
This type of effort does not come without a risk, though. This
policy represents the loss of income. If you like what you see in our
vision and our efforts, and in fact invite your family to join us, we ask
that you voluntarily make generous donations to Neve Shalom in an
amount of your choosing. Although this is experimental this year, we
believe that it will be successful enough to continue for the foreseeable future.
Great things are happening here. Come join our vision and take
your place among us.
Chag Sameach!

halom!
After a hot
summer,
the months of
September and
Tishrei
bring
cooler weather and
the promise of a New Year. At
Neve Shalom, it is not only a new year on
the Hebrew Calendar, but also brings a renaissance of
activity. Although we do not shut down during July and August, it is
certainly a period where our active calendar takes a siesta of sorts.
With September comes a whole new energy and spirit as we return
for the High Holy Days. Hebrew School, Adult Education, Men’s Club,
Sisterhood, and Programming have filled the calendar in the coming
months with some amazing events. More importantly, each one of
these events is an opportunity to attend and volunteer – to get involved, reconnect with old friends, make new friends, have fun, and
make a difference.
In addition to the rebirth of the shul from its summer slumber,
Neve Shalom also welcomes a new rabbi, Rabbi Eric Rosin. As a result of the terrific work performed by the Rabbinic Search Committee
led by Jonathan Greenberg, the Congregation hired Rabbi Rosin, who
started in mid-July. In the short amount of time that I have worked
with him, I have found Rabbi Rosin to be a thoughtful, patient person
who is full of energy and enthusiasm. I urge you to take the opportunity to introduce yourself to him and get to know him. I personally
could not be happier to have such a mensch assume the role of our
spiritual leader.
This September also represents the beginning of my tenure as
President of Neve Shalom. I would first like to express my sincere
thanks for the trust that the Nominating Committee, the Board of
Directors and the Congregation has placed in me. I pledge to be the
best President that I can be. However, I wanted to share my vision
with you.
Much have been written about and discussed about the future
of Conservative Judaism. The latest Pew report reflects that fewer
people are self-identifying as Conservative Jews and that the youth
of America are finding less relevance in organized religion – it’s not
just us. This is certainly some reason to be concerned. However, the
Conservative Movement also pointed out the bright side of the report. That is that as the movement shrinks, the core grows and is
more intense. I have seen this in just the past few years at Neve Shalom.
I was involved in the New Roads to Engagement, which was a
program led by the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs and sponsored
by Brandeis University. The goal of this program was to find ways to
engage more people in ways that they find meaningful. If people are
engaged, they attend and become involved, and when people get
involved, they no longer think in terms of membership, but become
invested. This program has driven my vision of what Neve Shalom
can be.
This begs the question – how do we engage the people that we
want to engage – basically everyone who is reading this article? I
was fortunate to attend many Community Conversations during the
year and a half before the Rabbinic Search Committee started their
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Neve Shalom would like to
thank the following people
for chanting Torah in the
months of June and July:
T=Teen, JR=Junior
Ronald Becker ................... 12
Scott Boxer........................ T 2
Jake Bullock ...................... 5
Andrea Colby .................... 3
Lawrence Dombrow ......... 6
Michael Friederwitzer ....... 18
Sam Gilbert ....................... 1
Eric Goldman .................... 2
Rosalie Green.................... 6
Bruce Greenberg .............. 4
Jennifer Greenberg ........... T 1
Rena Kallman .................... 7
Michael Kushner ............... 1
Audrey Napchen ............... 1
Barbara Osofsky ................ 4
Lillian Radomsky ............... 1
Mark Rosenfield................ 27
Michele Rosenfield ........... 15
Daniel Rushefsky............... 3
Brett Schildkraut ............... 6
Debbie Schildkraut ........... 2
Steven Schneider .............. 1
Jeffrey Schulman............... 2
Stacey Sern ....................... 2
Arlene Smith ..................... 1
Danielle Stein .................... T 1
Eric Steinbach ................... T 1
Alan Stern ......................... 3
Lana Taub ......................... T 1
Stephen Traum ................. 16
Karen Weinstein ............... 3
Haftarah (June and July)
Jake Bullock
Andrea Colby
David Green
Michele Rosenfield
Corey Schneider
Jeffrey Schulman
Stacey Sern
Seymour Tabak
Ashrei
Adam Gross
Book of Eicha on Tisha B’Av
Ron Becker
Andrea Colby
Sam Gilbert
Miriam Kafker
Mark Rosenfield

Adult Ed News

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

A Year of Outstanding Speakers

T

his coming year, the Adult Ed and Hayat Speaker Series will include many top rate and interesting speakers. For the first, “Rabbi Gerald L.
Zelizer Scholar in Residence” we are very excited to
bring the Chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary. Dr. Arnold Eisen, as the head of the main
Conservative Jewish Institution that trains rabbis,
cantors, and educators, is one of the major leaders
of Conservative Judaism. Dr. Eisen is an excellent
speaker, a great scholar and an outstanding sociologist with his finger on the pulse and the future of
American Jewry. He will be speaking on Tuesday
evening, March 15 at Neve Shalom. This is quite a
coup and recognition for our congregation. Please
save the date.
Our first speaker on October 23, Alisa Solomon, has written “Wonder Of Wonders: a Cultural
History of Fiddler on the Roof.” This book shows
the behind the scenes development of this historic
musical. From the fights between Jerome Robbins,
director, and Zero Mostel, star, to songs or dances
that were changed at the last moment it is enlightening. The book also focuses on Sholem Aleichem
upon whose stories the Broadway show was based.
In later chapters we see how “Fiddler” became a
focal point for Black-Jewish issues, eye opening for
Polish Gentiles and even addressed issues for
Israeli sabras who did not want to think about Eastern Europe. Ms. Solomon is an excellent writer
and speaker and we promise you a most enlightening evening.
On November 13, Dr. Maurice Samuels who
has a Ph.D. from Harvard and teaches in the French

Reminder
about
Bulletin
Submissions
4

Department of Literature at Yale will be speaking about “Anti-Semitism in France.” Considering the events that took place there last year
and continue to take place throughout Europe,
this is a most timely talk.
In December, on Chanukah, Sam Freedman
will speak about “Sammy Davis Jr’s Menorah:
The Rise of Intercultural Judaism .”
Our Selichot film will be the recent theatrical hit, “Woman In Gold.” It stars Academy
Award winner, Helen Mirren, as a Jewish woman who fights the Austrian courts to reclaim her
rightful heritage. This movie is entertaining,
well-acted and certainly worth seeing. It is in
English.
Later in the year, the Hazzan will host a
“Catskills” inspired film series including: “When
Comedy Went to School,” “Marjorie Morningstar,” “The Deli Man,” and “Welcome To
Kutshers.” These will take place on Tuesday
mornings to enable those who do not like to go
out at night to attend.
Our Book and Author event will feature
four recent books including one by our own
member, Michael Colby on November 15.
Rabbi Rosin will continue teaching on
Sunday mornings, as Rabbi Zelizer has done in
the past. Other courses by Stephan Gross, Bruce
Greenberg, the Hazzan, the Men’s Club and
Michele Rosenfield will fill our schedule.
We look forward to a wonderful year of
special events, culture and learning.

All contributions, columns, photos,
articles, flyers, etc. should be sent
DIRECTLY TO THE OFFICE. Please
email: office@neveshalom.net.
Renewing this practice will make it
easier to keep track of submissions.
Also, please review upcoming deadline
dates listed in the staff column on page
two of this issue.
Thank you!
Mindy Osterman
Bulletin Editor/Designer
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Nursery
School News

Hebrew School News
A Historical Year

E

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

ach year, at Neve Shalom, our school has a theme to
highlight our programming. Our regular curriculum of
Hebrew, Prayer, Bible, Israel, Holidays and History continues at age appropriate levels every year. This coming school
year we will give focus through special events to Jewish
History.
Instead of the Activity (Chuggim) choices we have
offered in recent years, grades 4-6 will have Project Based
Learning choices that the children will select. Over a five
week period they will produce a TV show or commercial,
create a mural or other artwork, do dramatic or game oriented projects which they will produce and perform. Every
few months we will focus on a different time period. For
example, the first few months will be about the Rabbinic
Period, then the next few months the Middle Ages, later in
the year we will do projects based on Israeli and American
Jewish History.
We are planning several trips, in the first on October
25 grades K-6 and their parents will visit Ellis Island. Future
trips include The Jewish Heritage Museum in New York
(grade 7), The Philadelphia Museum of American Jewish
History (grade 10), a possible trip to the Washington DC
Holocaust Museum (Hebrew High School) and one for the
Elementary grades to the Tenement Museum in New York
in the spring.
We will have outside programs visit our school. On
January 17, the children (during school) will create a model
of Masada with 10,000 Legos. The Hebrew High will have
Professor Gary Rendsburg as a guest speaker on the
“Origins of Synagogues” with slides at the Barry Miller Memorial Lecture. Our member, Dr. Robert Moss, will speak
with the teens around Yom HaShoa about the Warsaw
Ghetto using many photos.
Some family programming and other special events
will highlight history as well. At the sukkah lunch each family will be asked to create a model sukkah as it might have
looked in a different period of history. The Third Grade
Consecration play will be “The Alef-Bet of Creation” a historical midrash (story). Some Hebrew High courses will focus on False Messiahs, Israel History and other historical
periods. The Hazzan’s course in the Midrasha (grades 1112) will be about “Great Debates” throughout Jewish ahistory.
Instead of a traditional “Model Seder” a history centered seder board game will include many grades. The
“Maccabiyah” will, of course, conclude the year and remind
the children of many things they learned about Jews
throughout times. Special art projects, films and possible
guest performers including “Rappers” who do Bible and
History lessons through “Rap” will also join us. Our Purim
shpiel this year will star children from the Hebrew School
singing songs from “The Lion King” with new lyrics which
will tell the story of Esther using characters like Nola, Simba
and Scar in place of Esther, Mordecai and Haman.
We are looking forward to a Historical Year.

By Martha Mack, Director

I

t’s back to school time and we are so excited to start the school year at Neve
Shalom Nursery School! We would like to extend a hearty welcome to all of
our new nursery school families as well as to welcome back our returning
“veterans”. Our teaching staff has been very busy preparing a fun and exciting
school year jam-packed with activities,
projects, and learning opportunities for
our students. We had a terrific summer
here at the Neve Shalom Summer Program, the children enjoyed so many
wonderful indoor and outdoor activities and a good time was had by all!
This year we are proud to offer our
Kindergarten Wrap Enrichment program to families of children in the local
Metuchen and Edison half-day public
school Kindergartens. Our certified
teacher will provide fun and exciting
learning opportunities in all areas of
Buckets of fun at camp!
interest that are age appropriate to
enhance the public school kindergarten
experience including reading, math,
science, and writing skills.
Our “Just Me” program, for ages 2 to 2-1/2 years old, meets on Monday
and/or Wednesday from 9:15 – 11:15 am and our “Mommy & Me” program,
for ages 18 months – 2 years old, meets on Wednesdays from 10:00 – 11:00
am. If you are interested in registering your child, or have any questions regarding these wonderful programs for our littlest ones, please contact Martha
Mack 732-548-2238, ext. 17 or check out our website at www.neveshalom.net
for registration forms and more information!
We are also proud to continue our
innovative “My Jewish Journey” program!
Beginning in October there will be a monthly one hour program on a pre-designated
Sunday morning designed specifically for
young Jewish families to learn, interact, and
create together! We will explore Jewish
holidays and values through art, music,
cooking, storytelling, games, and activities
designed specifically for you and your preschool aged child. We have eight sessions
scheduled once a month on Sunday mornings from 11:00 am – 12:00 pm, from OctoWet and wild at summer camp! ber through May.
Come join us on Friday, October 9 at
6:00 pm for our Kabbalat Tot Shabbat service and dinner! First we share a delicious
Shabbat dinner with our nursery school friends and families and then we enjoy
a brief but meaningful service led by Hazzan Levin and our nursery school director Mrs. Mack. The service is filled completely with Shabbat songs and prayers
that our children have been learning and singing in school and is approximately
20 to 30 minutes in length. Come join us for this fun and lively Shabbat event!
Wishing everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year! L’shana tova tikatevu!
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Men’s Club Minute
By Steven Schneider, Men’s Club President

T

he Men's Club is very excited for the upcoming year. We have spent
the past twelve months talking with our members and getting a better
understanding of what we do well and what we can do better.
We have seen increased involvement from men that have been active
for a while and especially with men that are new to Men's Club. Our leadership team for this year is as follows:
President: Steven Schneider
Executive Vice President: Lon Dobbs
Secretary: Lawrence Dombrow
Treasurer: Ira Schlitt
Immediate Past President: Stu Mantel
We also have a long list of committee and event chairmen who have
volunteered to make 2015-16 a great year for the Neve Shalom Men's
Club!
Some highlights coming up are:
 Welcome Back BBQ (9/20) – Stop by during the first day of Hebrew
School. Have a hot dog and learn about Men's Club.
 Spirits & Steak in the Sukkah (10/1) – Come listen to our resident
expert, Dr. Richard Bullock, amaze us with his unlimited knowledge of
spirits, have a steak and enjoy the mitzvah of eating in the sukkah.
Keep an eye out for this one. It's going to sell out.
 Pizza, Beer & Torah (10/12) – Our signature event on most Monday
evenings (7:30 pm) to talk about Torah or Jewish issues of the day and
have some pizza and good laugh.
 Family Fun Day (12/25) – A great family event that will be expanded
this year to include activities for kids of all ages.
 World Wide Wrap (2/7) – Explore your Judaism by learning about
tefillin and then having an opportunity to wrap yourself around the
mitzvah. It's worth an hour on a Sunday morning.
 Party with Sisterhood (2/27) – A new co-event with Sisterhood! While
details are not being leaked just yet, we promise this will be a fun,
social event for the entire congregation.
 Men's Club Shabbat (4/8 – 4/9) – Celebrate with Men's Club for a
sponsored Kiddush on Shabbat morning. And this year we are adding
a Community Shabbat Dinner!
 Pasta Dinner & Mr. Neve (5/1) – A co-sponsored event with USY that
was a ton of fun last year. We'll have some well-deserved pasta at the
end of Pesach and then laugh the evening away as USY entertains us
with the Mr. Neve competition.
 Monthly Men's Club Meeting (first Thursday of every month) – This is
a great opportunity to find out more about Men's Club, get involved
and meet some fun guys.
There is plenty more events and programs that will be happening
throughout the year. Keep an eye on your email and check the calendar.
You don't want to miss any of it.
I hope all of you have a shana tova and a sweet and happy 5776!
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Stu Mantel (center) and Steven Schneider
(right) with Myles Simpson (left), outgoing
FJMC International President receiving the
Quality Club Award for the 8th year in a row.

(From left to right) David Yellin, Matt
Bonus, Steven Schneider, Jeff Schulman
and Stu Mantel at the FJMC Convention
showcasing the Torch Award Honorable
Mention for the Pizza, Beer and Torah
program Men’s Club runs most Monday
evenings.
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Ritually Speaking

By Christina Daniels, Vice President, Ritual Committee

A

s I sit in the sweltering heat of July writing this article, I know you will be
reading it on a crisper day in September. Apples will be ready for picking, and honey will be in abundant supply. Rosh Hashanah is around the
corner, and with it our New Year and the many wonderful holidays that follow in quick succession.
For Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur this year, we will continue our High
Holiday Intergenerational Service in the ballroom, as an alternative to our
traditional services in the sanctuary. This service is designed for congregants
from age seven to ninety-nine. It is a unique, interactive and educational
service. Last year, the Ritual Committee received a great deal of positive
feedback for creating a stimulating program for the whole family to learn and
to pray together. We also received some constructive criticism, which has
helped us to improve the High Holiday experience for those in the service. So
try something new – sit and learn together in a briefer service, designed to
teach and inspire during this introspective season, recalling our rich tradition
and instilling understanding.
But wait – there’s more. In the weeks that follow, the Jewish calendar
treats us to the richness of Sukkot, Jewish Thanksgiving, if you will, a time to appreciate the world God has given us. In addition to services, Neve
Shalom has many and many opportunities to dine in the sukkah with our friends and families. On Hoshana Rabba, we beat our lulavim into dust
and then solemnly mark Shemini Atzeret. Finally, ending a month of holidays we finish with a flourish – Simchat Torah, a celebration of the Torah, as we finish and begin again. It is symbolic in a way of the whole season, moving from solemnity to gratitude to joy. We are renewed, and
we have new chances to be the person we want to be.
The Ritual Committee wishes everyone shana tova tikatevu!
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Neve Shalom Makes Programming a Priority
By Hope Serratelli, Vice President, Programming

A
Congregation Neve Shalom’s Mission Statement
You spoke, and we listened. Over the past couple of
years, we conducted many Community Conversations
trying to reach as many of our congregants as possible to
give everyone a chance to share their thoughts and views
for the future of our synagogue. This effort was further
expanded by the survey we sent to all congregants for
input into our rabbinic search efforts. Our Long Range
Planning Committee recommended these activities as well
as looking at establishing a fresh Mission Statement for
our congregation.
What is a Mission Statement? It is a few sentences that
define our organization’s purpose, while articulating our
vision of who we are, our over-arching goals, and the
guiding principles for how we will pursue activities and a
variety of plans to support our members. It serves as a
strong foundation to help us build upon all the values that
are important to us as a community, and to build our communications and messaging.
Our sub-committee presented the following Mission
Statement to the Congregation Neve Shalom Board of
Directors in February and it was approved. We share it
with you now, and we will publish it to our web site.
Mission Statement:
Congregation Neve Shalom is a community that nurtures
meaningful connections and supports spiritual growth in a
warm, inclusive and enriching Jewish environment.

s you may recall, we held many Community Conversations leading up
to the rabbinic search process. During that process, in addition to
learning about what attributes our members were looking for in a rabbi,
we learned that some members were looking to fill gaps in programming.
Neve Shalom is fortunate to have dedicated chair people heading up the
variety of committees that bring wonderful programming to our community. In addition, Hazzan Levin adds a multitude of excellent programs
throughout the year with the Hebrew School and Adult Education. However, during the last few years, the Board of Directors, based on recommendations from the Long Range Planning Committee, felt that we needed a
Programming Committee to work with the other committees to coordinate
programming and to improve communication, both internally and externally. The goal was to improve the calendar and to address gaps in programming, add social and cultural events, and to ensure that important
dates on the calendar are not missed.
I have had the honor of being named the initial Vice President of Programming to lead this effort. What does this mean to me? It means that I
have oversight of the future of the programming events as well as someone who will work closely with Rabbi Rosin, Rita Devlin, and the current
committee chairs to help coordinate, market and develop programs that
will fill in gaps where we may be lacking. It means that I get the chance to
work with a committee of congregants to satisfy the needs and interests of
our community. It means that I need to work closely with Lon Dobbs who
heads up the Communications Committee to make sure that we market
our events, not only to the Neve community, but to the surrounding communities as well. It also means that I will have to work closely with Sisterhood, Men’s Club, Education, Youth, Adult Education, Membership, Bikhor
Holim, Ritual and all other committees to make sure there is no conflict of
dates for their events.
As we welcome Rabbi Rosin and the New Year, I look forward to
working with you to coordinate, create and expand the programming at
Neve Shalom. I wish you all shana tova!

Our Community is about:
 Delivering a welcoming experience for every member
at every stage of life
 Actively exploring and living Jewish values and traditions
 Inspiring all members by providing spiritual, cultural,
social and educational experiences for our diverse
multi-generational families
 Supporting individual needs when celebrating holidays, festivals and lifecycle events, observing Shabbat, and studying Torah
Respectfully submitted by Committee Members: Rena
Kallman, Debbie Schildkraut, Steven Schneider, Howie Zuckerman

8

Neve Shalom Bulletin

September 2015

How to Talk to Your Children About the Holocaust
By Debbie Kestin Schildkraut, Vice President, Education

O

ne
may
not have
“Now, the Star-Bell Sneetches
thought
that
“The
had bellies with stars.
Sneetches,” by Dr. Seuss
could help teach children
The Plain-Belly Sneetches had
about prejudice, the connone upon thars.
sequences, and then ultiThose stars weren’t so big. They mate acceptance. This is
were really so small.
just one example of how
Beth Moroney, consultYou might think such a thing
ant to the New Jersey
wouldn’t matter at all.”
Commission on the Holocaust and an Edison
Board of Education member, addressed a group of parents, grandparents, students, and teachers at Neve Shalom this past spring. The topic of “How to Teach your
Children About the Holocaust and Other Difficult Events” was an
event co-sponsored by the Men's Club and the Youth Learning Team
as part of the congregation's commemoration of Yom HaShoah.
Moroney, author of the book, "Commemorative Anniversaries of the Holocaust and Other Genocides," cited a survey conducted recently by the NJ Commission on the Holocaust, in which public
and private schools throughout the state reported on how the Holocaust and other significant genocides in history are incorporated into
the school curriculum. Moroney reported that teachers across the
curriculum and in all grade levels sent detailed responses as to their
approaches to this sensitive subject matter.
“Many schools begin as early as the first grade by sharing
the book "Sneetches" by Dr. Seuss," Moroney stated. "This book was
lauded by elementary teachers as a great place to start discussing
with children how to respect those who are different from us and
include them in their worlds.” In addition to reading this book to our
audience, Moroney also shared with the audience the elementary
school curriculum guide that is published by the Commission and
available on-line for free to parents and educators.
After discussing how schools approach the Holocaust, Moroney spoke on how personal experiences drew her into a lifelong study
of the subject matter. “My great-grandmother was shot by the S.S. on
the porch of her home in Austria,” Moroney said. “I was aware of her
death at a very young age, and because my generation was the first
after World War II, we just grew up knowing about the Holocaust. It
never had to be introduced in our household. We just knew.”
Moroney's father, Jay Dakelman, the renowned football
coach and Athletic Director from Highland Park, had served in World
War II as a medic with the First Army Corps of Engineers. During his
time in active duty on the European front, Dakelman's unit liberated a
small concentration camp in Schongau, Germany. “It was a difficult
subject for him to talk about. He would tell me: 'It was bad, it was
very bad,' but getting specific details from him was difficult.” Of
course, knowing this information about her father enhanced Moroney's awareness of the Holocaust.
“It's different today,” Moroney stated. “We are now into the
third generation away from World War II, and to kids now, it's ancient
history. Therefore, we must teach what happened to make sure that it
never happens again.”

Moroney warned parents that before broaching the subject
of the Holocaust with youngsters, a parent has to gauge how sensitive
his/her child might be in hearing too many graphic details. “Schools
are incorporating the study of genocide with the New Jersey law on
Anti-Bullying and Harassment. By learning the terms 'upstander,'
'bystander,' 'bully', and 'victim' the children become cognizant of the
importance of speaking up when one sees an injustice being perpetrated on someone else. Using the Anti-Bullying law as the foundation
for genocide studies, the teacher can make the events of the Holocaust more relevant to the modern child,” Moroney said.
This is also why the New Jersey Commission on the Holocaust has branched out into creating curriculums on genocides in
Rwanda, Darfur, Armenia, the Native American, and many others.
“Suffering was not unique to the Jewish people,” Moroney stated,
“and the Commission feels strongly that children need to be aware
that such atrocities can occur to any group of people in an unstable
political climate.”
Parent feedback on Beth Moroney's lecture:
 “I thought this was a fantastic event. I particularly liked learning
about the Dr. Seuss book "Sneetches" and I intend to get a copy
to share with my children.” – Oren Chaplin
 “Beth's lecture was a very relatable overview of creative ways to
address talking about the Holocaust to a wide range of age
groups. There were Hebrew School teachers here today who
learned about new resources that they didn't know about before. The readings that Beth shared with us today were very
moving and gave us good ideas as to what literature we can
share with our children to open a discussion on the Holocaust.” –
Debbie Kestin Schildkraut
 “As a parent, teacher, and as a Jew I found it particularly exciting
to hear how so many schools around New Jersey use creative
ways to teach the Holocaust. I would hate to see the study of the
Holocaust cut out of the school curriculum due to standardized
testing.” – Wendy Hurwitz Kushner
New Jersey is one of five states in the country that mandates Holocaust/genocide history. The New Jersey Commission on the
Holocaust has been in existence for 21 years. For further information
you can visit the website at http://www.state.nj.us/njded/holocaust.

Lori and Steven Shery announce the
engagement of their son, Zachary
to Alysa Mower.
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B

efore we know it,
Simchat Torah 5776
will be upon us and
this year as we celebrate and
honor the Torah, Neve Shalom
is delighted to also honor our
member Andrea Colby as
Kallat Bereshit. Andrea married Michael Colby, a Broadway librettist, in the summer
of 1986. Just before they got
married, Michael and Andrea
were invited to see a show at
the Forum Theatre. They
agreed that Metuchen was
convenient to the city and easy to get around. When ready to move
to the suburbs, they looked for towns that would be accessible to
the city and, being city-dwellers, easy to get around on foot. A longtime family friend encouraged them to look in Metuchen because
there “was a really nice shul there.” Andrea and Michael made Neve
Shalom their home starting in 1994, after moving to Metuchen from
New York City, with their then five-year-old son, Steven.
Andrea, who makes her living as a corporate patent attorney for Johnson & Johnson, brings all the sagacity, patience and ability to forge compromise required by her profession to her activities
in the synagogue. She has served in many capacities on different
committees over the course of two decades. Upon arrival, Andrea
joined the Membership Committee where her gift of always making
people feel welcome enhanced the committee’s mission. She was
active there for a number of years, and her experiences on that committee still color her style when dealing with congregants – both
prospective and current.
In 2002, Andrea and Michael celebrated Steven’s Bar Mitzvah with their Neve Shalom family. Steven continued to attend Hebrew High School until leaving for college; he later attended law
school. Andrea, for her part, served on the Education Committee,
helping to guide the Jewish experiences of our youngest members.
With an eye towards the enrichment of our community, Andrea has
also served on the Neve Shalom Board of Directors.
Let it never be said that Andrea is ‘all business’ – she brings
a fine appreciation and talent in the arts to the table and shares her
skills with those of us at Neve Shalom. Andrea is classical pianist
who has played for many Neve Shalom Sisterhood and Hadassah
events over the years. For those who have heard the moving and
spiritually uplifting pieces played at Selichot, or prior to the start of
Kol Nidre, it is Andrea sitting behind the piano, gracing us with her
skill and passion. She also frequently joins the pit orchestra for the
Hazzan’s presentations, plays and Purim shpiels. She has also served
on the Suzy Schwartz Committee, combining her love of music with
her desire to enrich youth with the ultimate Jewish experience – an
educational trip to the spiritual and geographic birthplace of our
people.
For the past six years, Andrea has served on the Ritual
Committee. She has contributed to the creation of meaningful programming for the community and encouraged thoughtful dialogue
regarding the future of Conservative Judaism. She has willingly

chaired difficult sub-committees on High Holiday Auxiliary staffing.
Andrea’s can-do attitude and willingness to dedicate the time to important issues has helped the Ritual Committee enormously, and no
doubt made her a prime candidate for the Rabbinic Search Committee.
As a member of the Rabbinic Search Committee, Andrea devoted
countless hours to reviews, interviews and arrangements. It was assuredly challenging work, but well worth the work as we welcome
Rabbi Rosin and his wife into our Neve Shalom family.
As with any family, it is often the small daily acts that are
overlooked when we acknowledge the achievements of one of our
own, so we should not forget the numerous times Andrea has graced
our services as a service leader, Torah, Haftarah, and Megillah reader.
Andrea Colby’s contributions to our synagogue over the course of two
decades have been plentiful and significant. Please join us on Monday
evening, October 5, 2015 and again on Tuesday morning, October 6,
2015 as we host our annual Simchat Torah celebration: completing the
Torah and beginning again, singing, dancing, and rejoicing. As always,
Neve Shalom invites everyone to the celebration and the luncheon
afterward on Tuesday.
A hearty mazel tov to Andrea Colby, our Kallat Bereshit 5776,
on this well-deserved honor!
—-Profile written by Christina Daniels

C

an you imagine spending
the entire day surrounded by nuts? Allow me to
introduce you to our Chatan Torah-2015/5776 ---Ken Braverman.
A New Jersey native,
Ken grew up in Hillside and later
in Springfield where he lived until
his marriage. He attended Jonathan Dayton Regional HS and
earned a B.S. in Civil Engineering
at the Newark College of Engineering. The Braverman family
business, located in downtown
Newark and involving many members of the family, was a retail operation in the sale of many varieties of nuts. Ken was a member of this
family team through his high school and college years serving in the
store and doing every job imaginable. This continued after his college
graduation and even when he met his wife Aimee in 1972. They were
married in 1973.
While Aimee was working as an early childhood teacher, one
of her colleagues recommended that they consider buying a house in
Edison, where they would find a vibrant Jewish community at Neve
Shalom. They focused their search in this area which led to a move to
Edison in 1976. They immediately joined Neve Shalom and began an
association with the synagogue and with many individuals who would
become their very close friends. During this time we witnessed the
arrival of Sarah and Jeffrey, both of whom celebrated their b’nai mitz-

Continued on page 11
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Neve Shalom Loves Its (Blood) Donors!

…
(continued from page 10)
vah at Neve Shalom. Both Sarah and Jeffrey have
continued the tradition of living in New Jersey
with Sarah and Santi and daughters Rebecca and
Arianna living in Scotch Plains and Jeffrey and
Rachel and children Chloe and Cody residing in
Short Hills.
In the meantime, the family business
experienced a major and successful transformation and moved from its Newark location first
to Linden and then to its current site in Cranford.
During this period Jeffrey entered the business
and guided its transition to become an Internet on
-line provider now known as Nuts.com. The
Braverman family team has created a very successful business enterprise which has been recognized in the trade industry as a model for others
to emulate.
Once they settled in at Neve Shalom
both Aimee and Kenny sought out opportunities
to become involved in synagogue activities. Since
2002 Ken has taken a leadership role with our
annual tribute journal and dinner. In all those
years he has almost singlehandedly solicited ads,
greetings and sponsorships as part of the synagogue’s fundraising agenda. Typically, the yield
from this endeavor has produced one of the largest components of our revenue stream. Without
Ken’s guidance and dedicated efforts, we would
not have been able to meet our revenue goals.
Ken now shares his business and financial acumen by serving as a member of the Finance Committee and the Board of Directors. He
is a regular attendee at our Shabbat services.
It is truly our honor to recognize the
dedication and commitment to Neve Shalom displayed by Ken Braverman by selecting him as our
2015/5776 Chatan Torah.
—-Profile written by Eliot Spack

I

t was a great day on May 3 when we honored Rabbi Zelizer for his 45
years of service to our community. While enjoying delicious hors d’oeuvres served during the cocktail hour, we were entertained by Andrea
Colby on the piano, along with skits written by Michael Colby and performed by Michael, Flora Cowen, Hazzan Levin, Barbara Spack and Abe Vorensky. Sabrina Szteinbaum took magnificent pictures during the evening. We
heard several memorable speeches and presentations by Julius Feinson, Elyse
Schulman and Nancy Shlossman.
I want to express my thanks to our chairpersons for the event, Donna
Coen O’Gorman and Hope Serratelli, along with Helene Baum, Jennifer Bullock, and David Yellin. I would like to thank Dan Hirsch and Stuart Shlossman
who chaired the entire Zelibration festivities. For their commitment and hard
work on “Divrei Yehuda” the commemorative volume of Rabbi Zelizer’s favorite sermons and written articles and ads donated by friends and congregants, I would like to thank editor and designer, Mindy Osterman along with
Deborah Berman, Susan Goldman, Bruce Greenberg, Miriam Kafker, Ben
Lass, Lauren Rabinowitz, Lauren R. Rabinowitz (for beautiful, original cover
art), Steven Schneider, Gail, Schuetz, Stacey Sern and Eliot Spack. We thank
Rebecca Gilbert, Elyssa Hirsch, Rachel O’Gorman and Haley Schneider for
bartending during the evening.
Thanks to the entire office staff for their helpful guidance and dedication
and to the congregants of Neve Shalom. Your support, thoughtfulness and
generosity towards this event and others like it help create a gratifying atmosphere of learning, praying and socializing in our synagogue. Of course I would
be remiss if I did not mention the honoree, for without Rabbi Zelizer this
event would not have been so successful.
For me, it was truly an honor to work with Rabbi Zelizer. He is extremely
generous and had many helpful insights and suggestions. Everyone worked
very hard to raise approximately $62,000. This influx of money means so
much, helping our shul to continue its programs and projects. A yasher koach
to all.
—Ken Braverman, Ad Journal Chair
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A Rose By Any Other Name . . .
Apples for the Holiday
The genus, rosa, contains a diverse assortment of plants, especially within the rosaceae (rose) family. This family includes herbs,
shrubs, and trees. Some blossom amazingly beautiful flowers,
while others produce succulent fruit. It is one of the flowers
plucked from a tree of the rose family that will be the focus for this
month’s article – the apple.
The idea for writing this article began last May during a discussion of Passover. One of the laws of this holiday states that
charoset ( )חֲ ֽרֹוסֶ תshould be eaten. Charoset is the fruit and nut
paste on the Seder table representing the mortar the Hebrews used
while slaves in Egypt. This dish is traditionally made with apples,
although the type of fruit is not specified anywhere. This started
me thinking about how apples became associated not only with
Passover, but other holidays as well; such as during this month’s
celebration of Rosh Hashanah ()ר ֹאׁש ַה ָּׁשנָּׁה.
There are a number explanations that apples (Heb: tappuach (
))תפוחיםhave become associated with Jewish holidays. Although
there are many, a few of the reasons include:
1. The apple is used as a symbol for the Garden of Eden ()גַּן עֵ ֶדן
which had the scent of apples (according to the Midrash).
2. The Garden of Eden is called the “Holy Apple Orchard” in the
Kabbalah.
3. In Song of Songs 8:5, Solomon proclaims his love of God by
stating “Beneath the apple tree I aroused your love.” Therefore eating apples is a means for us to display our long-held
love of G-d.
4. In the Zohar (Shemini 4a), it states that an apple should be
eaten after wine to protect oneself from the wine. Therefore,
we eat apples to pacify the harsh judgments on Rosh Hashanah.
5. The Midrash teaches us that the Jewish people accept the
Torah and the protection of G-d, even if we do not, or will we
ever fully understand it, just as a an apple tree will bring forth
the first nubs of its fruit before the protective leaves grow
around it for its protection.
6. It simply has become a tradition to eat/use apples for this
holiday.
History
As you can imagine, the origins of apples might be antediluvian. In fact, the “wild” ancestor (malus sieversii) of the current genome of apples (malus domestica) we eat today were originally
growing wild millions of years ago (from 2 to 10 million years ago)
in Central Asia. The origins of when this wild ancestor of today’s
apple was originally cultivated by man are also unknown. However,
cultivated seeds dating to 6500 BCE were discovered in Eastern
Turkey.
Apples have been written about countless times in ancient
Greece (including Homer’s “Odyssey” (850 BCE)). They have been a
part of the lore and customs of many cultures the throughout history. Viking mythology describes an apple field in Asgard. The Celtics
believed that heroes went to Avalon (Apple Island) upon their demise. However, it was the Romans, by the beginning of first millenniums, whom became experts at cultivating apples, and are
attributed to spreading them throughout Europe.
There are many different varieties of the modern apple. In the
year 23 CE, 37 varieties of apples were described in the book

By Chef Lon

“Historia Naturalis”. By 1871 there were 643 different varieties in
America alone, as listed in “Downing’s Fruits and Fruit Trees of America”. Today, there are thousands of different varieties of apples grown
worldwide.
Customs
Just as apples appear in much literature throughout recorded history, they have also created rituals and customs in many cultures. A
few of these include:








Hanging an apple outside the door of a newlywed’s doorframe
blesses the couple living within.
In ancient Greece a man would throw the apple if he wanted to
marry a woman. If the woman would catch it, it symbolized the
acceptance of his marriage proposal.
Apples wither when near adulterers.
It was a custom in Medieval Germany for a man to soak an
apple in perspiration before giving it to a woman of his desire –
if she eats it, she will fall in love with him.
Children in the 1800s would polish the teacher’s apple to gain
favor.
By throwing apple peelings over one’s shoulder, you could
discover the initials of the person you would one day marry.

Medical Benefits
The health benefits of apples have been written about for hundreds of years. Over 2400 years ago, Hippocrates (the father of medicine), wrote “Let your food be your medicine and let your medicine be
your food.” He would regularly prescribe apples (along with dates, barley mush, and pomegranate water) to his patients to cure their ills. The
old adage of “an apple a day keeps the doctor away” is not very far
from truth in that are healthy for you in many ways. Some of the healing powers of the apple include: being good for digestion, fighting illness, fever reducer, reduces high cholesterol and blood sugar, etc. [For
an
unabridged
version
of
this
article,
visit
https://
foodhistoryreligion.wordpress.com/] (See recipe, page 13)
Recipe
There is so much more to write about apples, but hopefully my
overview has provided you with a greater appreciation for this amazing
fruit. But now, onto the recipe . . . Although the best way to eat an
apple is raw, I will provide you with a very simple and delicious recipe
with apples as its star – Baked Apples.
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Chef Lon’s Baked Apples
There is so much more to write about apples, but hopefully my overview has provided you with a greater appreciation for this amazing fruit. But now, onto the recipe . . . Although the best way to eat an apple is raw, I will provide
you with a very simple and delicious recipe with apples as its star – Baked Apples.
Ingredients (serves 4):
4
Apples (Macintosh, or Delicious)
¼ cup
Brown Sugar
1 tsp
Cinnamon
4
Cinnamon sticks
Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
2. While the oven is heating, core each apple, and place them onto greased baking pan.
3. Mix together the brown sugar and cinnamon; sprinkle on top (in/around) of the apples. Insert one stick of cinnamon
into each apple.
4. Place in oven; bake for 35 minutes, or until apples are tender (larger apples may take an additional 10 minutes).

Mayor Fulop Speaks at Dinner Honoring Rabbi Zelizer

T

here have been many men and women that have walked,
learned, and prayed within the hallways of Congregation Neve
Shalom under the attentive wings of Rabbi Zelizer during the course of
his forty five year tenure. Although many have moved away, Neve
Shalom has always remained their spiritual home away from home.
This could not have been more evident than on the evening of Sunday, June 7, when Mayor Steven Fulop (pictured, right) of Jersey City
returned “home” to the place of his Bar Mitzvah to honor Rabbi Zelizer at a dinner held in his honor.
Over one hundred and fifty members of the community
gathered at Congregation Neve Shalom to pay their respects to retiring Rabbi. The “Dinner with the Rabbi” event, sponsored by the Sisterhood in association with the Men’s Club, and emceed by Stuart
Shlossman, began with Mayor Fulop taking center stage, pontificating on the themes of spirituality and how to reform a city. During
his speech, he reminisced of how Rabbi Zelizer laid the groundwork
for his moral and ethical path, which he has always followed, especially when it comes to not only running a large city, but during daily life.
He spoke of his religious upbringing and how coming to Neve Shalom
was like coming home. Religion was not the only theme that was
touched upon, he also expanded to include thoughts on national and
international issues (perhaps using this venue of friendly faces as a
testing place for bigger things to come). In fact, it was not too long
after his formal speech was completed that someone inquired of his
gubernatorial intentions. As all good politicians, he smiled and quickly
provided a non-committal response, which most had expected. The
speech itself, and even the answers provided during the Q&A session,
were very engrossing and thought-provoking that left the large audience with a great respect for this up-and-comer in the American political game.
After the Mayor had taken his seat, Jennifer Bullock and Stu
Mantel (presidents of the Sisterhood and the Men’s Club respective-

ly) bestowed upon the rabbi a
plaque for his forty five years of
service, in addition to a NY JETS
jersey emblazoned with the number “45” upon its back. By this
time, the scents of the victuals
were swirling through the air, and
everyone was hungry. The dozens of attendees were treated to
an amazing dinner cooked and
prepared by members of the Sisterhood and the Men’s Club
“Kitchen Crew.” They enjoyed
such homemade vegetarian dishes as tacos with a host of delectable fillings, chili, rice and beans,
jalapeño and sweet corn bread, tortilla chips with guacamole, spicy
plum salsa, and a Spanish tossed salad. The meal was topped off
with ice cream, watermelon, and coffee and tea for dessert. More
than one participant was so enamored by the taste of the taco fillings
that they had to question aloud “how the temple was able to serve
meat with dairy.”
This was a phenomenal event to top off the end of a yearlong Zelibration to honor the distinguished forty five year career of
Rabbi Zelizer. There was no more fitting way to honor him than with
such a large gathering of friends, family, and members of the community, along with a now-prominent former student, and a delightful
dinner. Even if the last time you had been to synagogue was last
Shabbat, last Yom Kippur, or sometime during the last decade, Congregation Neve Shalom will always be your spiritual home away from
home.
——Dinner with the Rabbi Committee
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Know someone who needs help?
Don’t Keep It Under Your Hat!
Know someone in need of help during an illness,
after surgery, after the birth of a child, please
contact the Mitzvah Mission.
No Mission Is Impossible!
tikkunolam@neveshalom.net
732-858-1764
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor ..................................................................... From
Sheila Rabinowitz's
granddaughter's bat mitzvah ....................................Ruth Candeub
Rabbi Zelizer ....................................................................Steven and Debra Nagel
The marriage of Fredda Robinson's
grandson ............................................................................Ruth Candeub
Rabbi Zelizer ....................................................................Congregation Neve Shalom Sisterhood
Rabbi Zelizer ....................................................................Larry Wineberg and Christine Doyle
Rabbi Zelizer and Mrs. Zelizer's
granddaughter's bat mitzvah ....................................Irwin and Joyce Slurzberg
Rabbi Zelizer ....................................................................William and Rosa Heinbach
Elaine Goldstein's retirement ...................................Richard and Barbara Helfman
The marriage of Shirley Segal's grandson ...........Flora Cowan
The marriage of Shirley Segal's grandson ...........Sy and Judy Tabek
Rabbi and Dr. Rosin .......................................................Shirley Segal
The Slutzky family on the birth of your
granddaughter.................................................................Shirley Segal
IN MEMORY OF ......................................................... From
Esther Greenhouse ........................................................Beverly and Stephan Perry
Jack Belowich ...................................................................Rose Kaufman
Arthur Greenberg ...........................................................Stanley and Marilyn Lowenthal
Jack Belowich ...................................................................Harriet Greenspan
Morton Kaufman ............................................................Harriet Greenspan
Esther Braun ....................................................................Marlene Fineman
Miriam Fineman .............................................................Marlene Fineman
Samuel Braun ...................................................................Marlene Fineman
Yahrzeit ..............................................................................Laura Leichter
Karen Kramer ..................................................................Elliot Kramer
Seymour Kramer ............................................................Elliot Kramer
Yahrzeit ..............................................................................Richard and Hillary Kosofsky
Roza Kohn .........................................................................Arthur and Carmen Fulop
Harry Glass........................................................................Francine Glass and Audrey Napchen
Risa Bass ............................................................................Allen and Toby Siegel
Morris Wernik .................................................................Charlotte Sheratsky
Yahrzeit ..............................................................................R. A. Moss
Yahrzeits ............................................................................Paul and Iris Berman
Esther Arenzow ..............................................................Kitty Haberman
Lee Welner ........................................................................Arlene and Abraham Podelsky
Harold Helfman ...............................................................Richard and Barbara Helfman
Ida Kibbel, mother-in-law ..........................................Donna Kibbel
Robert Kibel, uncle ........................................................Donna Kibbel
Louis Lapidus ...................................................................Irving and Lenore Lapidus
Max Rosen .........................................................................Rita Rosen
Bessie Wollner.................................................................Alma Rubin
Sam Grossman .................................................................Gerald Grossman
Sam Marcus ......................................................................Harold and Estelle Marcus
Dr. Philip Dreznick.........................................................Harriet Derman
Yahrzeit ..............................................................................Bob and Carole Kussner
Millicent Rabinowitz, mother ...................................Carol Hacker
Professor Daniel Horn..................................................Marcia Horn
Yahrzeits ............................................................................Lena Friedel-Feld
Sandra Breyer, mother of Susan Kashan..............Judith and Martin Slutzky
Isadore Candeub .............................................................Ruth Candeub
Helen Schoenbrun .........................................................Ruth Candeub
Leonard Schreiber .........................................................Philip Schreiber
Yahrzeit ..............................................................................Marc and Gail Bressler
James Helfman.................................................................Irwin and Joyce Slurzberg
Neoma Weiner.................................................................Eric and Lauren Carlinsky
Blanche Seldin, mother ................................................Florence Fried
Yahrzeit ..............................................................................Larry Wineberg
Mindy Dultz ......................................................................Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz
Harvey Dultz ....................................................................Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz
Jack Dultz ...........................................................................Davene, Ellen, and Nancy Dultz
Yahrzeit ..............................................................................David and Susan Lemerman
Max Birnbaum .................................................................Nathan and Florence Levine
Yahrzeit ..............................................................................Daniel and Esta Marx
Dorothy Thompson .......................................................Leonard and Arlene Smith

Kenneth's 82nd birthday............................................ Kenneth and Carol Bernstein
Kenneth and Carol's 56th Anniversary ................ Kenneth and Carol Bernstein
Sy Tabak, mazel tov on your happy birthday .... Lillian and Mike Radomsky
Cory and Stan Schneider,
mazel tov on your anniversary ................................ Lillian and Mike Radomsky
The Shpigel Family, mazel tov on
the marriage of Keren and Avi ................................. Lillian and Mike Radomsky
Mindy Paris-Thurer and Scott Osterman,
mazel tov on your wedding ....................................... Lillian and Mike Radomsky
The Solomon Family, heartiest mazel tov
on Maya and Donnie becoming b'nai mitzvah .. Lillian and Mike Radomsky
The Yellin Family, mazel tov on
Gregory's engagement ................................................. Lillian and Mike Radomsky
Mindy and Scott Osterman,
congratulations on your wedding .......................... Stacey Sern and Jonathan Greenberg
Linda Gotlib, congratulations
on Rebecca's wedding ................................................. Stacey Sern and Jonathon Greenberg
Mazel tov on our son Zachary on his
engagement to Alysa Mower .................................... Lori and Steven Shery
IN MEMORY OF .........................................................From
Jacqueline Narode,
mother of Karen Zuckerman .................................... Volma Coen
Joyce Harrison................................................................. Charlotte Sheratsky
Yahrzeit .............................................................................. Stanley and Marilyn Lowenthal
Avraham Wernik, son of
Rabbi and Mrs. Joseph Wernik................................. Jean Belowich
Jack Belowich .................................................................. Charlotte Sheratsky
Morton Kaufman ............................................................ Charlotte Sheratsky
Dorothy Thompson ....................................................... Edna Sherber
TIKKUN OLAM FUND
In Memory Of ............................................................From
Paul Rossner .................................................................... Flora Cowen
Roselyn Frederick ......................................................... Flora Cowen
Paul Rossner .................................................................... Flora Cowen
SUSY SCHWARTZ MEMORIAL FUND
In Honor Of ................................................................From
Matthew Spiegel's college graduation .................. Leslie Spiegel
Joel Napchen, get well soon ....................................... Phyllis and Saul Dankberg
Joel Napchen, thinking of you and wishing
you a speedy ongoing recovery ............................... Susan and Ben Lass
Eliot Spack, thank you for your assistance
with our granddaughter's baby naming .............. Judith and Martin Slutzky
Rabbi and Jennifer Rosin ............................................ Rhoda and Gerald Grossman
In Memory Of ............................................................From
Elliott Sladowsky ........................................................... The Sladowsky Family
Sadie Gelber ..................................................................... Morris and Yetta Gelber
Frieda Gelber ................................................................... Morris and Yetta Gelber
Millicent Rabinowitz .................................................... Carol Hacker
Dorothy Thompson ....................................................... Renee and Seymour Bromberg
Neoma Weiner ................................................................ Susan and Mal Keller
Dorothy Thompson ....................................................... Seymour and Renee Bromberg
Rebecca Ford ................................................................... Reuven and Nancy Kaswin
EDUCATION FUND
In Honor Of ................................................................From
Saul Rosen, father of Barbara Luster .................... Allen and Barbara Luster
William Luster, father of Allen Luster .................. Allen and Barbara Luster
YOUTH FUND
In Honor Of ................................................................From
Gail Davis, in honor of your graduation .............. Stacey Sern and Jonathon Greenberg
Gregory Yellin and Amanda,
in honor of your engagement ................................... Judith and Martin Slutzky
Shirley Segal, congratulations on Adi
and Danielle's wedding .............................................. Stacey Sern and Jonathon Greenberg
Rebecca Gotlib, in honor of your marriage ......... Deborah and Bruce Greenberg
In Memory Of ............................................................From
Jacqueline Narode,
mother of Karen Zuckerman .................................... Stacey Sern and Jonathon Greenberg
Sandra Breyer, mother of Susan Kashan ............. Stacey Sern and Jonathon Greenberg
Rosalyn Frederick, mother of Gary Frederick ... Deborah and Bruce Greenberg
Martin Schulman ............................................................ Jeffrey Schulman

NER TAMID
IN HONOR OF ............................................................ From
Sarah Wiesner's 100th birthday ..............................Cynthia and Dexter Levy and Family
Joel Napchen, get well soon .......................................Sandy Fields
Sarah Wiesner's 100th birthday ..............................Robert and Deborah Wilcox
Sarah Wiesner's 100th birthday ..............................Salvatore and Arlene Chiavuzzo
Scott Greenberg's graduation ...................................Edna Sherber
Aunt Sarah's 100th birthday .....................................Ronnie Ginsberg
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
FRIENDS OF NEVE SHALOM NURSERY SCHOOL FUND
In Memory Of ............................................................ From
Neoma Weiner ................................................................ Scott and Shelley Telson

Mindy Paris-Thurer, congratulations
on your marriage ........................................................... Lena Friedel-Feld
Neve Shalom, receiving your aliyah ...................... Lena Friedel-Feld
Neve Shalom .................................................................... Eliot and Barbara Spack
In Memory Of ............................................................ From
Morton Kaufman ............................................................ Leslie Spiegel
Jeffrey Meyer ................................................................... Marian Szteinbaum
Jeffrey Meyer ................................................................... Marian Szteinbaum
Yahrzeit ............................................................................. Morris and Yetta Gelber

PRAYERBOOK
In Memory Of ............................................................ From
Dorothy Thompson ....................................................... Carole and Bob Kussner
Dorothy Thompson ....................................................... Irwin and Joyce Slurzberg
Dorothy Thompson ....................................................... Heidi Slurzberg
Dorothy Thompson ....................................................... Lucas and Livia Slurzberg
MAX ROLLER LIBRARY FUND
In Honor Of ................................................................ From
The Library ....................................................................... Congregation Neve Shalom Sisterhood
In Memory Of ............................................................ From
Ron Becker ....................................................................... Steven Nagel
DON AND RUTH KAHN BOOK AND AUTHOR FUND
In Honor Of ................................................................ From
Iris Berman's 100th Birthday................................... Ron and Miriam Rockmore
In Memory Of ............................................................ From
Joyce Harrison................................................................. Ron and Miriam Rockmore
Donald Solomon, father and grandfather ............ Alan Solomon
Sandra Breyer ................................................................. Stanley Slobodien
GERSHON ROBINSON MUSIC AND ART FUND
In Honor Of ................................................................ From
Hazzan Sheldon Levin ................................................. Jean Belowich and Family
Hazzan Sheldon Levin ................................................. Larry Goldman and Family
Hazzan Levin, thank you for your
assistance with our granddaughter's
baby naming .................................................................... Judith and Marty Slutzky
Rabbi Zelizer's retirement ......................................... Fredda Robinson
In Memory Of ............................................................ From
Jack Silberman ................................................................ Rosanne Silberman
Aaron Braun ..................................................................... Marlene Fineman
Anne Linksman ............................................................... Marlene Fineman
Morton Kaufman ............................................................ Fredda Robinson
JEFFREY TURTLETAUB JEWISH MUSIC LIBRARY FUND
In Honor Of ................................................................ From
The Library ....................................................................... Congregation Neve Shalom Sisterhood
In Memory Of ............................................................ From
Joyce Harrison................................................................. Jerome and Gloria Engel
Morton Kaufman ............................................................ Jerome and Gloria Engel
David Hodes ..................................................................... Frances Schonberger
Samuel Hodes .................................................................. Frances Schonberger
Michael Hodes ................................................................. Frances Schonberger
BLOOD DRIVE IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL ALLAN THOMPSON FUND
In Memory Of ............................................................ From
Dorothy Thompson ....................................................... Roseanne Silberman
Dorothy Thompson ....................................................... Sondra and Fred Schoenfeld
Dorothy Thompson ....................................................... Peter and Carol Hacker
Dorothy Thompson ....................................................... Paul and Iris Berman
SIMON and YVONNE HAYAT EDUCATION FUND
In Honor Of ................................................................ From
Speedy recovery for Gilbert Hayat ......................... Irwin and Joyce Slurzberg
Speedy recovery for Gilbert Hayat ......................... Bob and Carole Kussner
In Memory Of ............................................................ From
Frank Sildin ...................................................................... Florence Fried
Jack Fried .......................................................................... Florence Fried
COMMUNITY KIDDUSH FUND
In Honor Of ................................................................ From
Matt Bonus, David Yellin,
and Ronald Becker ........................................................ Steven and Debra Nagel
Contribution .................................................................... Marlene Fineman
Lauren Rabinowitz, receiving the
Courage Award from Voices Against Cancer ..... Lena Friedel-Feld
Kiddush Kitty ................................................................... William and Rosa Heinbach
Linda Gotlib, on the marriage of
Rebecca and Chaim ....................................................... Elyse and Joe Novello
Neve Shalom, thank you for your hospitality .... Lillian and Mike Radomsky
The Slutzky Family, on the birth of
your granddaughter ..................................................... Lena Friedel-Feld
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Sales Phone: 732-548-9191
Fax Phone: 732-548-9759

Service Phone:
732-548-9394

Discounted
Sales and Service

551 Middlesex Ave
Metuchen, NJ

Hours by Appointment

THE MIDDLESEX MEDICAL GROUP

Richard B. Bullock, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Diplomate American Board of Internal Medicine and Geriatrics

Darshana Tawde, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Diplomate American Board of Internal Medicine

Anne Alliegro, RN, ANP-C
Nurse Practitioner

Jennifer E. Wiseman, RN, ANP-C
Nurse Practitioner

225 May St., Suite E, Edison

732-661-2020

Sansone Auto Network

ANN FRANK

The Miller
Ballroom

President

CENTRAL TRAVEL

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

at Neve Shalom

TEL (908) 486-0430
FAX (908) 486-4190

732-548-2238

email centraltravelnj@att.net

Cosmetic and Restorative
Dentistry
DAVID FRECHTMAN, D.M.D
TEL: )732) 548-8600
MEDIPLEX SUITE 303
98 JAMES STREET
EDISON, NJ 08820

ALAN B. GOLDBERG, D.D.S., LLC
MEDIPLEX, SUITE 303
98 JAMES STREET
EDISON, NJ 08820

COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE

TEL (732) 494-7767
FAX (732) 494-6240

GOLDSTEIN
FUNERAL CHAPEL INC.
We value the dignity and the sanctity
of the Jewish soul and we uphold and
maintain reverence for the Jewish
tradition
Exclusively Jewish Operated
Conveniently Located
Large Chapels
Martin Goldstein, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. 4025
2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison
732-777-0032
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HAIMM

MONUMENTS FOR
ALL CEMETERIES

MEMORIAL CENTER

10 MAIN STREET
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
800-729-0582

732-634-8500
732-634-1521
Fax: 732-750-0120

Commercial Litigation, Collections and Bankruptcy
Nationwide
SAMUEL and JOY GRAFTON
POPPER and GRAFTON - ATTORNEYS AT LAW
225 West 34th Street
Suite 2209
New York, NY 10122-1600

212-290-2630
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