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M ay I confess something? In spite of 
over thirty plus visits to the State of 

Israel over the years, beginning with a year 
of study at the Hebrew University in Jerusa-
lem while still a rabbinical student, my heart 
still races each time the plane lands at the 
airport in Tel Aviv!  As I experience 
the aircraft descending  over the Mediterra-
nean and I see the outline of Israel’s shore-
line, I am mesmerized and excited as if arriv-
ing for the first time! 
 In early March, I will accompany 
thirty plus Neve Shalomers to the State of 
Israel. Most, like me, will be repeat visitors. 
Some have visited Israel five and six times. 
The tour will be designed for veterans, alt-
hough there will also be an option, for exam-
ple, for those first time pilgrims who wish to 
visit Masada. The bulk of the itinerary will be 
nuanced and geared towards places and 
experiences not usually covered in first time 
visits. For example, we will spend time in 
Beersheba at a world famous Desert Insti-
tute, where many nations in Africa come to 
study the depth and aspects of desert life. In 
the north, we will meet with Arab Druze, 
loyal citizens of Israel who serve in the mili-
tary, to learn about their lives. 
 Of course, my excitement at each 
trip is a product of my generational history. 
Not all younger folks feel the way I do. 
My teenage  years were touched by the 
emotional building blocks of a young and 
newly born State of Israel; David vs Goliath; 
the Palmach circumventing the British em-
bargo on immigration of Jewish refugees 
from the Shoah; Ben Gurion; Mickey Mar-
cus; Paul Newman; Sephardic Hebrew pro-
nunciation replacing the Ashkenazic I had 
learned in Hebrew School, etc. 
 I am realistic too. I am cognizant that 
today different realities shape many, even 
within my congregation; 

  The surveys that report that among 
Jews younger than 35 "a minority” con-
sider Israel as "very important" to their 
Jewish identity 

  Social conditions in Israel which cause 
a historically wide chasm between rich 
and poor. One in three Israelis live in 
poverty, and one in four children have at 
some time gone to sleep at night hun-
gry. 

  A persistent and discouraging underly-
ing attitude among many Arabs and 
Palestinians that a Jewish presence in 
the Mid-East is fundamentally a Western 
implant. In their view, we Jews are inter-
lopers, and a Jewish State is illegitimate. 
(This core prejudice means that the Is-
raeli – Palestinian conflict is much more 
about a core hostile ideology than about 
territorial claims.) 

  In recent years, particular Israeli gov-
ernment decisions on territorial expan-
sion which exacerbate tensions realisti-
cally push off even farther an even slim 
possibility for peace. 

Yet, other facts are encouraging: 

  Birthright sends thousands of our 
college students, including many in our 
own congregation, for a two week tour 
of Israel. Evidence shows that these 
visits have positively impacted not just 
Jewish students in general, but many 

within our own congregation. 

  Within Neve Shalom, the Suzy 
Schwartz scholarships awarded to all of 
our b’nai mitzvah, have been cashed in 
by many, as they embrace programs 
and tours of Israel which include also a 
study component. 

  Israel remains a vibrant democracy 
and ally of the United States, with ongo-
ing, deep support in the Congress and 
White House, in spite of sometimes 
both minor and serious differences of 
opinion on particular policies. 

  Democratic elections in March will 
show what those who actually live in 
the Jewish State, (not here) want for 
their own future, 

 So my heart will race again when I 
land in March along with my fellow thirty 
Neve Shalomers – this, in spite of my earlier 
thirty plus visits for purposes of studying at 
the Hartman Institute, Rabbinical conven-
tions, conferring with government leaders as 
president of the Rabbinical Assembly (1992-
1994), or accompanying previous pilgrims 
from Neve Shalom to Israel. 
 I hope that this group that I will be 
privileged to escort this time will also feel 
their heart, like mine, beating faster, as the 
plane decelerates! I pray that because of the 
above, many of our younger people in years 
to come will feel the same...in their heart, 
and even – in their kishkes! 
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Purim Shpiel! 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

Abbie Lieber 

Our member 

 

Pearl Ehrlich 

Mother of Michael Ehrlich 
 

A  Purim Shpiel, or Purimshpil, meaning 
a Purim play—shpiel means 'game' or 

'(stage) play' in Yiddish. In modern use, a 
Purim Shpiel is also the use of satire 
or humor in publishing a "fake" newspaper 
article, blog post, television news seg-
ment, etc. during the Hebrew month 
of Adar. 
 A Purim Shpiel is usually 
a comic dramatization, as a traditional 
type of Jewish play, or informal theatrical 
production, with participants, often chil-
dren, wearing costumes that depict the 
characters in the story in the Book of Es-
ther, the central text and narrative that 
describes what transpired on Purim and 
why it has become an important Jewish 
holiday. 
 By the 18th century in east-
ern Romania and some other parts of East-
ern Europe, Purim plays 
(called Purimshpiln) had evolved into 
broad-ranging satires with music and 
dance, precursors to Yiddish theater, for 
which the story of Esther was little more 
than a pretext: indeed, by the mid-19th 
century, some were even based on other 
stories, such as Joseph sold by his broth-
ers, Daniel, or the Binding of Isaac. Since 
satire was deemed inappropriate for the 
synagogue itself, they were usually per-
formed outdoors in its court. Purimspiels 
are still performed in many communities. 
 A favorite form of a Purim Shpiel for 
children is enacted in puppet shows with 
the Purim characters and their antics mak-
ing the children laugh. 
 The festival of Purim, which recalls 
the events of the Book of Esther, features 
characters whose identity, natures, or 
intent are "hidden." In fact, although the 
miraculous survival of the Persian Jews in 
the Book of Esther is due to God's inter-
vention, God's name never appears in the 
Book of Esther. In the Book of Esther, the 
decree of the wicked Haman was annulled 
and the Jewish people living in the an-
cient Persian Empire were saved from the 
edict of death and genocide instigated 
against them by Haman. 
 Here, at Neve Shalom, each year I 

have written a different parody using the 
songs from Broadway shows and new lyr-
ics to retell, hopefully in an uplifting and 
joyful way, the Purim story. Previous titles 
have included: “My Fair Esther”, “Greasy 
Purim” (songs from “Grease”), “Dickens 
Purim” (songs from “Oliver”), “Poorly Pro-
duced Purim” (songs from “The Produc-
ers”), “Wicked Haman” (songs from 
“Wicked”), “The Wizard of PersOZ” (songs 
from different “Wizard of Oz” movies and 
musicals), etc. We alternate and some 
years children perform the play and others 
adults. 
 This year adults will take on the songs 
of “Les Miz” with “Les Miserables Per-
sians”. To whet your appetite here is the 
final chorus:  

Do you hear the people sing and it’s a 
little after eight? 
We’ll read the story once again, you 
know we – can’t be late. 
Since the Jews are now all saved, we – 
will gladly celebrate. 
We think the Purim holiday’s really 
great. 

 If you want to sing in the show there 
will be only three short rehearsals on 
Thursdays from 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm on 
February 12, 19 and 26 at Neve Shalom. 
Parts are all for adults.  The premiere (and 
closing night) is Wednesday, March 4 at 
8:00 pm (between the family and adult 
megillah readings). Join us for the fun. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yiddish_language
http://www.jr.co.il/humor/purim.htm
http://www.jr.co.il/humor/purim.htm
http://www.jr.co.il/humor/purim.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comedy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drama
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jew
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Esther
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_holiday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_(Hebrew_Bible)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Binding_of_Isaac
http://www.betemunah.org/esther.html#_Toc287475188
http://www.betemunah.org/esther.html#_Toc287475188
http://www.betemunah.org/esther.html#_Toc287475186
http://www.betemunah.org/esther.html#_Toc287475186
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_Empire
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By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Hebrew School  
News 

Tuesday, February 3 
Danny Siegel, world renowned expert on 
doing mitzvot will be speaking to New Jersey  
teens at Neve Shalom at 7:00 pm. The pro-
gram is free thanks to a grant from Jewish 
Federation of Greater Middlesex County and 

refreshments will be provided by the Barry Miller Fund.  All 
teens and adults are welcome to learn from this mitzvah 
hero and most interesting speaker. 
 

Friday, February 6  

Family Shabbat Dinner will be hosted at 6:00 pm by the 2nd 
and 5th grade families though EVERYONE is invited to both 
dinner and the Family Service which will follow at 7pm. 
 

Saturday, February 7 
Rabbi Zelizer and Nita Polay Levin will lead a Saturday 
Morning Family Service. The 6th graders will chant Torah 
and other grades will also have parts to lead. All families 
are invited to learn about the prayers and to become more 
comfortable about the flow of the service. 
 

Sunday, February 8 
Third Grade Consecration will feature the Gimel students 
performing a play about Maimonides’ Tzedakah Ladder. 
The play will start at 9:45 am and parents, grandparents 
and other relatives are encouraged to bring video cameras 
for this most memorable life cycle event. The students will 
receive siddurim and other gifts. 
 

Saturday, February 21 
5th, 6th & 7th graders will participate in services in the main 
sanctuary. Students need to be dressed nicely and arrive by 
9:45 am.   
 Purim Palooza activities will also start on February 21 
after the children’s service  and will include lunch for the 
kids and fun Purim games 
after shul in the afternoon. 
 

Sunday, February 22 
Java Nagila discussion at 9:00 
am will focus on “Coaching 
Your Children To Success.” 
Nancy Walzog, (right) owner 
of Satori Academy of Martial 
Arts, will be the facilitator. All 
parents are invited to this 
important discussion. 

N ot only is Neve Shalom 
Nursery School registering 

students for the fall in our pre-
school grades, we are also proud 
to announce that as of Septem-
ber 2015 we will be offering a 
Full Day Kindergarten Class from 
9:00 am – 3:00 pm!  Class size 
will be limited to 10 children 
with Early Drop Off and Late Stay 
Options available at only a slight-
ly higher fee.  We look forward to registration beginning in February 2015!   
 Our classrooms are filled with fun and exciting activities focusing on 
the winter theme that includes arctic animals, winter weather, science 
experiments with freezing and thawing, and seasonal books and stories to 
read and enjoy! On Sunday, February 1 from 2:30 pm – 3:00 pm we look 
forward to our annual Tu B’Shvat and Me! event.  It is open to the public 
and is absolutely free.  We hope everyone can join us for this hands-on, 
age-appropriate learning experience that explores the holiday of Tu 
B’Shvat.  Our afternoon of fun activities includes planting, cooking, art-
work, music and movement, storytelling, and lots of yummy treats to eat! 
 If you know of anyone interested in sending their child to Neve Sha-
lom Nursery School or Full Day Kindergarten, please feel free to have 
them contact Martha Mack, Director at nurseryschool@neveshalom.net 
or 732-548-2238, ext. 17 for more information. 

Nursery School  
news  By Martha Mack Director 
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By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Neve Shalom would like to 
thank the following people 
for chanting Torah in the 
month of December:   
 T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

Ronald Becker .............. 17 
Jake Bullock .................. 1 
Andrea Colby ................ 1 
Matthew Daniels .......... T 1 
Lawrence Dombrow ..... 6 
Mindy Feldman ............ 1 
Raquel Feldman............ T 1 
Eric Goldman ................ 2 
Rosalie Green ............... 4 
Bruce Greenberg .......... 4 
Rena Kallman................ 1 
Ariella Kushner ............. T 1 
Barbara Osofsky ........... 1 
Mark Rosenfield ........... 4 
Michele Rosenfield ....... 5 
Cathy Salamon ............. 2 
Brett Schildkraut ........... 7 
Steven Schneider .......... 1 
Stacey Sern ................... 2 
Hope Serratelli ............. 1 
Hannah Sessler ............. T 1 
Barbara Spack ............... 2 
Lisa Spiegel ................... 2 
Allen Stern .................... 1 
Aaron Strauss ............... 1 
Stephen Traum ............. 17 
 
Haftarah 
Lawrence Dombrow 
Rachel Hirsch ................ T 
Stanley Schneider 
Ed Thompson 

Adult Ed News

W e continue our “Zelibrations” with 
guest speaker Sam Freedman 

(pictured, right) who was a member of 
Neve Shalom for many years and is a 
friend of Rabbi Zelizer’s. Sam will be 
speaking on Friday, February 27 at 7:30 
pm on the topic: “Sammy Davis, Jr.’s Me-
norah: The Rise of Multi-Cultural Juda-
ism.” 
 Samuel G. Freedman is an award-
winning author, columnist, and professor. 
A columnist for The New York Times and a 
professor at Columbia University, he is the 
author of seven acclaimed books, most 
recently Breaking The Line: The Season in 
Black College Football That Transformed 
the Game and Changed the Course of Civil 
Rights (2013). His previous books 
are Small Victories: The Real World of a 
Teacher, Her Students and Their High 
School (1990); Upon This Rock: The Mira-
cles of a Black Church (1993); The Inher-
itance: How Three Families and America 
Moved from Roosevelt to Reagan and Be-
yond (1996); Jew vs. Jew: The Struggle for 
the Soul of American Jewry (2000); Who 
She Was: My Search for My Mother's 
Life (2005); and Letters to a Young Jour-
nalist (2006). 
 Small Victories was a finalist for the 
1990 National Book Award and The Inher-
itance was a finalist for the 1997 Pulitzer 
Prize. Upon This Rock won the 1993 Helen 
Bernstein Award for Excellence in Journal-
ism. Four of Freedman's books have been 
listed among The New York 
Times' Notable Books of the Year. Jew vs. 
Jew won the National Jewish Book Award 
for Non-Fiction in 2001 and made 
the Publishers Weekly Religion Best-
Sellers list. As a result of the book, Freed-
man was named one of the "Forward 
Fifty" most important American Jews in 
the year 2000 by the Jewish newspa-
per The Forward. 
 Freedman was a staff reporter for The 
New York Times from 1981 through 1987 
and currently writes the column "On Reli-
gion." From 2004 through 2008, he wrote 

the "On Educa-
tion" column, 
which won first 
prize in the Educa-
tion Writers Asso-
ciation's annual 
competition. He 
was also a regular 
columnist on 
American Jewish 
issues for 
the Jerusalem 
Post from 2005 through 2009. He has con-
tributed to numerous other publications 
and websites, including The New Yorker, 
Daily Beast, New York, Rolling Stone, USA 
Today, Salon, Tablet, The For-
ward, and BeliefNet. 
 A tenured professor at the Columbia 
University Graduate School of Journalism, 
Freedman was named the nation's out-
standing journalism educator in 1997 by 
the Society of Professional Journalists. In 
2012, he received Columbia University's 
coveted Presidential Award for Outstand-
ing Teaching. Freedman's class in book-
writing has developed more than 65 au-
thors, editors, and agents, and it has been 
featured in Publishers Weekly and 
the Christian Science Monitor. He is a 
board member of the Jewish Book Council 
and Religion News Service. He has spoken 
at the Smithsonian Institution, Yale Uni-
versity, and UCLA, among other venues, 
and has appeared on National Public Ra-
dio, CNN, and the News Hour with Jim 
Lehrer. 
 For many years at Neve Shalom Sam 
ran the annual Book and Author event 
and since he moved to New York has re-
turned to be one of the speakers at that 
ongoing event.  
 Freedman holds a bachelor's degree 
in journalism and history from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison, which he re-
ceived in May 1977. He lives in New York 
with his wife, Christia Chana Blomquist, 
and his children, Aaron and Sarah. 

http://www.samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#other
http://www.samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#other
http://www.samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#other
http://samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#rock
http://samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#rock
http://samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#rock
http://samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#rock
http://samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#rock
http://samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#rock
http://samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#rock
http://www.samuelfreedman.com/books/jvj.html
http://www.samuelfreedman.com/books/jvj.html
http://samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#who
http://samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#who
http://samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#who
http://samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#letters
http://samuelfreedman.com/books/index.html#letters
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The Safety of Home...  
in Israel 

By Matt Daniels 

D espite the ongoing war this summer, I was 
surprised to see that the Israeli people on 

the streets were living just as  normal a life as 
every day average civilians in America.  Even 
though, the situation reached its climax as I was 
arriving in Israel, I felt the safest I had ever been, 
safer than I do sometimes here at home.  I was 
able to wear a kippah walking down the streets 
(something I usually refrain from doing at home) 

without receiv-
ing looks of con-
fusion and dis-
approval.  I felt 
completely safe 
and completely 
comfortable 
showing that I 
was a Jew.  The 
anti-Semitism in 
Israel is on a 

different scale than it is in America.  In America, 
we are occasionally bullied verbally, and rarely 
bullied physically; but sometimes we are subject-
ed to offensive graffiti.  In Israel, there is a war 
going on against Judaism.  Missiles are fired at 
Israel daily, even hourly.  Yet in Israel, the Jewish 
population is strong and fighting.  Civilians in Is-
rael live their lives as normally as they have to, to 
stay safe and remain calm.  I have never seen 
such nationalistic,  patriotic behaviors and so 
much hope for a land and a government.  
 I am so grateful that I had this opportunity, 
in part made possible by the Susy Schwartz Me-
morial Fund and the generosity of others.   Truly 
experiencing Israel was monumental for me.   
This is what gave me hope and pride as a Jew to 
come back to America and encourage everyone 
to go visit and support Israel. This is what urges 
me to return soon.  For me, being a Jew means 
you are always welcome and safe in Israel, no 
matter what the circumstances.  
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J 
ustin Derector, the son of 
Stacey and Scott Derector, 
will be called to the Torah as 

a bar mitzvah on Saturday, February 
14. Justin’s brother Evan will be cele-
brating with him on that day, along 
with Grandma Brenda and Poppy 
Howie Derector from Port St. Lucie, 
FL, and Grandma Ellen and Poppy 
Perry Saines from Marlboro, NJ. 
 Justin is in the 7th grade at Edgar 
Middle School in Metuchen, where his favorite subject is math. 
 Justin participates in several sports, including flag football, 
cross country and hockey. In his spare time he likes to “play sports 
and video games such as ’nhl15’.” 
 With his family, he has traveled in the United States to Florida, 
California, Colorado, Alaska, Nevada, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Virginia, and North Carolina, and he has also traveled outside 
of the United States to the Bahamas, to Canada, and to Italy.  
 For his mitzvah project, Justin will be “raising money for the 
Fuccile Foundation, a local nonprofit that helps families in need in 
the Metuchen/Edison area.”  

Called to the Torah 
By Flora Cowen 

THOSE WHO ARE HUNGRY,  
COME AND SIT DOWN 

A Pesach Project for Neve Shalom 
 
 Believe it or not, we are just a couple of months away from 
Pesach, which runs from April 3 to April 11.  As we approach this 
holiday, we are often reminded of the mitzvot which are associ-
ated with Pesach, including: 

1. The eating of matzah; 
2. The prohibition of owning and eating any chometz; 
3. The drinking of the four cups of wine; 
4. The telling of the story of the Exodus from Egypt 
5. A fifth mitzvah is mentioned in the beginning of the 

Haggadah, which declares:  "All who are hungry, come 
and eat; all who are needy come and celebrate Passo-
ver." 

 
 This invitation recognizes the mitzvah of inviting the poor 
into one’s home to share the other mitzvot associated with 
Pesach. 
 
 The membership committee feels that Neve Shalom should 
encourage this mitzvah in our community, and in doing so, will 
not reach out not only to the poor, but also will reach out to: 

1. the non-affiliated Jews in the community - those who 
may not have a seder to attend,  and also 

2. to our seniors and singles in our community who may 
wish to join others in the Neve Shalom community for a 
Pesach seder 

 
 At this time, we are looking for members of our community 
who are willing to open their homes to others for Passover.  If 
you are interested,  please send an email to those-
whoarehungry@gmail.com, and indicate the following: 

1. The number of people you are willing to host. 
2. Which seder you would like to host (1st, 2nd or both) 
3. Your name and your email address 

  
 As we approach Pesach, we will be reaching out to the com-
munity looking for people who are looking for a seder to 
join.  We will be using the same email account (which is easy to 
remember) to sign people up, so if you need a seder for either 
or both nights, or if you know of someone who may need this, 
please share this program with them. 

 

Many thanks, 
The Membership Committee 

mailto:thosewhoarehungry@gmail.com
mailto:thosewhoarehungry@gmail.com
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WORLD WIDE WRAP which will be hosted by 
Men’s Club and is a great opportunity to learn or 
refresh you skills of putting on tefillin. The 6th 
and 7th graders will work on this in class and we 
urge the 7th graders and all parents to join Feb-
ruary 1 at 9:00 am for this memorable event. 
 
TU B’SHVAT DINNER will be held on Tuesday, 
February 3 at 6:30 pm. Special blessings will be 
recited as we connect with Israel, the land and 
trees and enjoy a delicious Israeli style meal.  
 
DANNY SIEGEL: THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS A 
SMALL MITZVAH. On Tuesday, February 3 at 
7:00 pm thanks to the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Middlesex County we are able to bring 
world renowned Mitzvah Man, Danny Siegel to 
our congregation. This is the annual Barry Miller 
Fund event for teens and parents. It is cospon-
sored by area synagogue and Hagalil USY and is 
open to ALL teens and adults. There is no charge 
and refreshments will be served. 
 
FAMILY SERVICE & DINNER will be February 6 at 
6:00 pm. 
 
THIRD GRADE CONSECRATION will feature a 
play about Maimonides’ Tzedekah Ladder during 
Hebrew School on Sunday, February 8. Parents 
bring your video cameras for touching moments 
and memories. 
 
SATURDAY MORNING SERVICES on February 
21, our 5th, 6th and 7th graders will be partici-
pating in the sanctuary. 
 
 Our Hebrew School does many wonderful 
programs during classes, Children’s Services eve-
ry Saturday as well as the many other dinners, 
services and special events. We look forward to 
many more exciting programs in the coming 
months. 

Dates to Save Please note that deadline dates for 

submission of articles for the Neve 
Shalom Bulletin has changed.  Please 
see page two for revised dates. 
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Israel stands prominently as a beacon light of 
democratic values while its surrounding neigh-
bors are, to a great extent, still mired in auto-
cratic styles of domination.
 Israel is becoming very attentive to the 
issue of the environment. Israeli academic 
centers and technological institutions are tak-
ing leadership roles in contributing to the 
world’s focus on issues of alternative energy 
and related ecological agendas. As we travelled 
through the Negev we witnessed the establish-
ment of huge solar fields designed to harness 
the rays of the sun to be converted to electrici-
ty for the country’s high demand use. We read 
of the newly discovered fields of natural gas in 
the Mediterranean and how they have been 
explored and extracted to offer a suitable alter-
native to a reliance on oil. Israel’s scientists are 
also providing technological guidance and con-
sultation to many African counties who require 
new sources of energy to meet their economic 
challenges. All of this is clear evidence of the 
contributions that Israelis are making to the 
fields of medicine, computer and high-tech 
elements, cell phone technology and military 
defensive responses. The high quantity of Is-
raeli research contributions to scientific jour-
nals and academic gatherings offers definitive 
evidence of this posture of progress and 
achievement. 
 In the paragraphs above I have attempted 
to share some thoughts with you about Israel 
based upon what I have personally witnessed. I 
encourage you to include a visit to Israel as 
part of your future travel plans (our own syna-
gogue trip is soon to depart) where you can 
see for yourself how all of what I have de-
scribed is taking place. Israel needs tourists and 
you should be one of them. Am Yisrael hai! 
 

dence of past eras from thousands of years ago 
and, while these are being studied and ex-
plored, brand new high-rise buildings are under 
construction. The common joke in Israel is that 
the official state bird of the country is the 
crane—-referring not to the bird but to the 
construction equipment which dots the hori-
zons around many communities. New construc-
tion is everywhere. New highways, bridges, 
tunnels and railroad tracks are all over the 
country. Even in the face of daily challenges to 
its very existence, the spirit of Israel is dis-
played by its focus on progress. Jerusalem now 
has a light-rail system in place and an expanded 
rail system connecting Jerusalem to Tel Aviv 
and other points will be completed soon. New 
hotels and apartment buildings are emerging 
throughout the country. One courageous ele-
ment is revealed by the decision of the Ministry 
of Defense to move its entire headquarters and 
operational center away from Tel Aviv to a new 
location in the Negev. As we travelled to the 
Negev region, south of Beersheva, we saw the 
new construction of the modern buildings that 
would ultimately be the new home for the De-
fense Ministry. It sits in the middle of nowhere 
and yet, thousands of employees will soon 
move to that section of the country requiring 
new housing, stores, gas stations, schools  and 
other support systems. All of this reflects the 
Israeli Government’s commitment to develop 
the Negev Region substantially. 
 Our arrival to Israel this year coincided 
with the announcement of the formal dissolu-
tion of the Knesset and the call for new elec-
tions (scheduled for March). In this type of 
parliamentary government the country now 
becomes totally consumed with campaigning 
and maneuvering as various political parties 
organize their lists of candidates and consider 
deals and trades to secure better positioning. 
The daily newspapers focus a majority of their 
stories on the various candidates and their 
efforts to secure support and defame their 
opponents. The country’s citizens are almost 
totally focused on election issues. At any res-
taurant the conversation at the tables is now 
almost exclusively devoted to discussing and 
debating various electoral issues and various 
candidates’ positions. This election-focused 
climate is all-consuming and unlike anything we 
typically witness in our country. It will continue 
this way right up until the middle of March 
when the national elections will determine the 
make-up of the new Knesset and the emer-
gence of the next Prime Minister with his/her 
cabinet. Keep in mind that all of this is taking 
place in a part of the world where democratic 
activity via a political process is not the norm. 

R 
egular readers of this bulletin are 
familiar with my practice of chroni-
cling my diverse experiences dur-

ing one of our Israel trips. This article con-
tinues that practice. 
 Barbara and I visited Israel this year 
during the week of Chanukah. This year, 
unlike 2013, we did not encounter any large 
snowstorms. What we did find was a vi-
brant and celebratory country enjoying the 
Festival of Lights with a mood of joy and 
merriment. Light poles on streets were 
beautifully decorated with Hanukkiot and 
sparkling lights. Automobiles were decorat-
ed with festival lights and messages of Hag 
Sameah. Street fairs and children’s activities 
were active on many streets and in many 
public centers. This was not simply a prod-
uct of the “religious” communities. It was a 
display of joy exhibited by all Israelis. I em-
phasize this point because, in many reports, 
we are treated to evidence of how bifurcat-
ed Israeli society has become----religious 
and secular. The celebration of Chanukah is 
by no means limited to the “religious” com-
munities. All Israelis greet you with a mes-
sage of hag urim sameach and they all par-
ticipate in lighting candles and singing holi-
day songs. 
 In 2014 Israel again experienced a 
period of tension and military activity. Op-
eration Protective Edge and the response to 
the rockets from Gaza cut into their sum-
mer vacations and, for many, their summer 
incomes. Tourists cancelled their scheduled 
visits and this produced an almost total 
shutdown of many travel-related business-
es (hotels, restaurants, guides, etc.). In our 
December visit we observed an up-turn in 
tourism and an eagerness to see the return 
of tourists who provide significant revenue 
to the economy of Israel. While this sense 
of optimism exists, we all recognize that 
there are periodic hiccups to this mood as 
various terrorist-related episodes are re-
ported. The Ministry of Tourism is constant-
ly challenged to offset the persistent bar-
rage of negative publicity being fomented 
by a press and media campaign which ac-
centuates all the negative elements which 
can be dredged up. The pictures being por-
trayed in the North American media are 
slanted in such a way that readers of those 
stories draw conclusions that often bear 
little relationship to the true reality. 
 One of the fascinations about Israel is 
the convergence of two disparate images---
-antiquity and modernity. Archaeological 
excavations are constantly revealing evi-

 ISRAEL:  Land of Progress and Contrasts 
By Eliot G. Spack 

Eliot, Beth and Barbara Spack 
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We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In Memory Of ............................................... From  
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Frances Drescher  
Morton Braunstein ....................................... Sue and Alan Horwitz  
Evelyn Braunstein ......................................... Sue and Alan Horwitz  
Yahrzeit ......................................................... David Kibbel  
Esther Kalfus ................................................. Richard and Bernard Kalfus  
George Moskowitz ........................................ Martin and Marilyn Tessler  
Joseph Rabinowitz ........................................ Peter and Carol Hacker  
Elliot Wiener ................................................. Ira and Myra Wiener  
Rose Rosen ................................................... Rita Rosen  
Joseph Artman .............................................. Ira and Amy Artman  
Leonard Preminger ....................................... Ira and Amy Artman  
Jean Franzone ............................................... The Ull Family  
Fanny Levin ................................................... Charlotte Sheratsky  
Joseph Robinson ........................................... Fredda Robinson  
Jacob Heskes ................................................. Walter and Lisa Heskes  
Gordon Berkowitz ......................................... Gail and Stanley Slobodien  
Zita Marx....................................................... Daniel and Esta Marx  
Alvera Neuburger Stone................................ Donna O'Gorman  
Albert Katz .................................................... Mark and Sherry Rubenfeld  
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Martin and Ellen Weinberg  
Shirley Manning ............................................ Beatrice Grossman  
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Frances Drescher  
Stuart Thurer ................................................ Mindy Paris-Thurer  
Frieda Wink ................................................... Alan and Donna Wink  
Selma Horowitz ............................................. Malvin and Susan Keller  
Howard Kibbel .............................................. Donna Kibbel  
Harry Kamen ................................................. Bernard and Judith Kamen  
Donation ....................................................... Ira and Amy Artman 
 

Ner Tamid Fund 
In Honor Of ................................................... From  
Stanley Schneider's special birthday ............. David and Michele Reissman  
Donation  ...................................................... Samson and Larisa Shneyder  
In Memory Of ............................................... From  
Esther Braun ................................................. Miriam Fineman  
Samuel Braun ................................................ Miriam Fineman  
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Murray Simon 
 

Susy Schwartz Memorial Fund 
In Memory Of ............................................... From  
Leonard Zakim .............................................. Stuart Zakim  
Caroline Zinaman .......................................... Rhoda and Gerald Grossman 
 

Education Fund 
In Memory Of ............................................... From  
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Marcia Horn 
 

Don & Ruth Kahn Book & Author Fund 
In Memory Of ............................................... From  
Bill Rachles .................................................... Flora Cowen 
 

Gershon Robinson Music and Art Fund 
In Honor Of ................................................... From  
Stanley Schneider's special birthday ............. Ellen and Gary Bailin  
In Memory Of ............................................... From  
Abraham Fineman ........................................ Marlene Fineman  
Rochel Leah Rawitz ....................................... Marlene Fineman 
 

Kiddush Kitty Fund 
In Honor Of ................................................... From  
In honor of our recent 53rd anniversary ....... Barbara and Eliot Spack  
In Memory Of ............................................... From  
My father, Walter Meyer's, 
second yahrzeit ............................................. Marian and Edward Szteinbaum 
 

We would like to thank the following people for their  
donations to  Kiddush Kitty: 
Lawrence Dombrow 
Yetta and Morris Gelber 
Kitty Haberman 
Bernard and Richard Kalfus 
Judith Simet 
Leonard and Arlene Smith 
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2015 Ad Journal  
& May 3 Gala Dinner Dance 

to Honor 
Rabbi Gerald Zelizer 

 

  
 This year's Ad Journal Committee is pleased to present you 
with a wonderful opportunity to celebrate and honor Rabbi   
Gerald Zelizer for his 45 years of service to our congregation 
and community.  The Rabbi’s  sense of satisfaction is acquired by 
engaging and teaching others in the joy and fulfillment of       
asserting their Jewishness. 
 By giving generously to this year's ad journal, you can share 
your ruach with our synagogue family and demonstrate your    
appreciation and support for the 45 years Rabbi Zelizer has 
shared with Congregation Neve Shalom.  
 The congregation is invited to attend A Gala Dinner Dance on 
Sunday, May 3, 2015.  Couvert is $90.00 per person and $54.00 for 
children 13 and under.   The celebration (“Zelibration”)  is from 
4:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Ad Journal Chairs: 

Kenneth Braverman at 732-548-4086. 
Daniel Hirsch at  732-632-8066 

 
Honoree Dinner Chairs 

Donna Coen O’Gorman  at 732-225-5276  
Hope Serratelli at  732-452-9211 

 
Please use the ad blank on page 11 to submit your ad! 

 

Thank you! 
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THE MIDDLESEX MEDICAL GROUP 

Richard  B. Bullock, M.D., F.A.C.P. 
Diplomate  American Board of Internal Medicine and Geriatrics 

 
Anne Alliegro, RN, ANP-C 

Nurse Practitioner  
 

 225 May St., Suite E, Edison 732-661-2020 H
o
u

rs
 b

y
 A

p
p

o
in
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Sales Phone: 732-548-9191 
Fax Phone: 732-548-9759 
 
 
 
 
 
Discounted 
Sales & Service 

Service Phone: 
732-548-9394 

 
 
 
 
 

551 Middlesex Ave 
Metuchen, NJ 

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAI

Commercial Litigation, Collections & Bankruptcy 
Nationwide 

SAMUEL & JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER & GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

225 West 34th Street  
Suite 2209 
New York, NY 10122-1600 

MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES The Miller 

Ballroom 

at Neve Shalom 

732-548-2238 

President 

CENTRAL TRAVEL 
FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

ANN FRANK 

TEL (908) 486-0430 

FAX (908) 486-4190 

email centraltravelnj@att.net 

ALAN B. GOLDBERG, D.D.S., LLC 
 

MEDIPLEX, SUITE 303 
98 JAMES STREET 
EDISON, NJ  08820 

 
  

TEL (732) 494-7767 
FAX (732) 494-6240 

COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE

  

212-290-2630  

Cosmetic & Restorative  
Dentistry 

 

DAVID FRECHTMAN, D.M.D 
 

TEL: (732) 548-8600 
MEDIPLEX SUITE 303 

98 JAMES STREET 
EDISON, NJ  08820 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity 
of the Jewish soul and we uphold and 

maintain reverence for the Jewish 
tradition 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 
Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 
N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Sansone Auto Network 
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