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FROM THE RABBI

By Gerald Zelizer

Israel on Our Minds
A

few random thoughts and recommendations regarding the State of
Israel. These are not political observations, but rather religious, literary, and
personal thoughts as we head toward the
summer.
I highly recommend “My Promised
Land,” by Arit Shavit. Its subtitle is
“Tragedy and Triumphs of Israel.” The
book has drawn a lot of static, both pro
and con, but it has to be considered. Its
thesis is a fresh look at the State of Israel
and its history both the achievements and
the tragedies. It is well written by a journalist who lives in Israel and writes for
Haaretz. I personally think it is one of the
best books regarding Israel because its
subtitle – “Tragedy and Triumphs” – is
exactly what it explains. Shavit, whose
ancestors came to Israel with the early
Zionist immigration from England, explains his opinion of the unintended oversight of early immigrants to recognize the
existence of a Palestinian people living in
Israel, but he is also wounded by the inability and viciousness of many local Arabs
to acknowledge the legitimacy of the immigration and purchase of land in Israel.
He writes well and the book is an easy
read.
We read a lot about the politics of
Israel vis-à-vis the Palestinians, Iran, and
Hezbollah. That is only one face of the
State. It is also a wonderful place to visit

and in which to study. “Ki Mitzion Torah”
– “Torah does go forth from Israel.” This
summer I will again attend the Hartman
Institute, a wonderful institute in Jerusalem where programs are offered for rabbis – and other programs for laity – to
study some of the actual sources for contemporary issues. Our subject this summer is “War – Legitimate and Illegitimate.” At the institute, text material is
studied by rabbis of all persuasions –
Orthodox, Conservative, Reform and Reconstructionist – and even unaffiliated –
and then prominent professors speak
about the material. I always learn and I
am always invigorated to bring what I
learn back to the synagogue. There are
other important places where laity can
study in the State of Israel – our own
Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem; the
Pardes Institute; each will design a specific program in English for those who
want to do some serious study of issues
in Israel. This also includes visits to prominent sites referred to in the study.
And while on the subject of visiting
Israel, our own “Many Israels Trips” in
March 2015 is filled! We have a waiting
list. If you want to get on the list please
contact Israel Tour Connections, at
larry@israeltour.com, so you can stand
by. I get as much as I give in leading these
tours and as we approach my retirement,
this specific one is designed for those

who have visited Israel before. It will
include various nuances and exotic locales and experiences for which there is
usually no time in a first visit. You can
also go on your own. If you do consult
me, I will recommend an outstanding
tour guide who I know personally and
who has accompanied many people
from our synagogue.
Since its inception, our own Susy
Schwartz Fund has redeemed 118 passports for teen-agers to visit Israel. Ten
more are using those monies to visit
from the summer of 2013 though this
coming summer of 2014.
So the State of Israel is not just a
headline for political discussion in the
newspapers. It is a place to read about
and to visit and in which to study on
many different levels. The experience of
doing that can be broad and deep for
you.
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In
Memoriam

T

hanks to a grant from the Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex County, we are
presenting a two part workshop for teens:
“Why Should I Care About Israel?” The excellent presenter will be Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin, the
former head of the ADL in NJ and the author of
the bestselling “Putting God on the Guest List”.
He is wonderful with teens. The workshops will
include: historic background, emergence of the
Palestinian conflict, how to react to confrontations by Palestinian supporters, is Israel an
apartheid country? and how to challenge criticism of Israel’s human rights behavior. The first
session met at Neve Shalom and the May 6
program will be at Temple Emanu-El. Contact
me for more info about this free program for
our teens.
I remember on the day that Ariel Sharon
had his stroke, that I went into each of the
classrooms and explained to the children what
happened and assured them that Israel’s government would continue without interruption.
One nine year old politely asked why I’m coming into their Hebrew class to discuss this. The
student said if the Prime Minister of India or
any other country had a stroke I wouldn’t
come in, why is Israel different. This was a light
bulb moment for me. Even though we have
textbooks, curricula, films, songs and teachers
that teach about Israel, we need to make sure
that our children connect personally with our
homeland and not just see it as a foreign country that happens to speak Hebrew.
I am thrilled that so many of our Neve
teens and adults have visited and studied in
Israel, it would be great if everyone did. Certainly, 100% of our young adults have the opportunity for a free trip, through TaglitBirthright to go on a fun experience for 10 days
to the Holy Land. Now, even those who went

Alice Cohen
our member
Irving Zocks
our member
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on a USY, Ramah or Young Judea Israel trip can
go a second time with Birthright (this is new).
Why go to Israel: for the snorkeling in the
Red Sea, the floating in the Dead Sea or beaches of the Mediterranean? Do you go to shop in
a shuk, eat in a huge variety of kosher restaurants (including some McDonalds) or visit museums and ancient sites? Will you want to be
part of one of the greatest “start-up nations”
with high tech companies creating the latest
inventions, free wifi in many public spaces and
modern high rises in Tel Aviv? Do you go for
the opera, theater, ballet and arts or do you
want to relax in coffee shops, great hotels or a
park? Have you seen a kibbutz or moshav? Do
you want to visit with Israeli soldiers or see
where they train dogs for the blind?
I have done all of those things and many
more. Forty years ago I lived in Israel and sang
professionally with the Israeli Opera Company.
I have been back many times on family trips,
cantorial missions and educational conferences. I feel at home in Israel. Israel is a place
that always tugs at my heart and draws me
back. Whether I am praying at the Wall or
meeting with friends who live there; Israel is
special to me. Whether I am visiting a museum
seeing a new mall or historic site; Israel always
teaches me new things.
I have been privileged to conduct many
concerts in Israel and here in America to support Israel. I have marched in parades and sung
in rallies to cheer for Israel. I have bought Israeli Bonds and donated to Israeli causes to
help build Israel. Israel is not just any other
country, it is OUR country and we need to
teach this to our children, visit often and support Israel in any ways we can.
Happy 66th birthday Israel!!
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“Beyond the Big Screen”: My Year in Israel with Nativ
By Joshua Ull

E

Evenings were spent exploring the maze of proper balance of structure and freedom. Imveryone loves a good movie. The alleyways and streets that wove throughout mersing myself into Israeli life was guided at
span of those high-resolution the old city. The beautiful Jerusalem stone, first but became much more about initiative. I
screens tests your peripheral known for its golden reflective powers and had a transformative experience because I
vision, the residue from a spilled soft drink slippery conditions, was my canvas. I painted connected with those who went against the
holds your feet in place, your body rests in its crevices and structures with memories grain. From crashing a wedding to davening
an oversized yet extremely comfortable that decorate a virtual album of indescribable with thousands on the rooftops overlooking
chair, and your will power challenges you to happiness.
the Kotel, I popped the bubble of American
resist the salted buttery snack you regret
Like an unwanted intermission, January tourism. I befriended the local shop owners,
purchasing. After a few hours of captivating quickly approached. Signaling a bittersweet had Shabbat dinner with strangers all over the
suspense and ear teasing acoustics, an audi- halfway point, we began our transition from country, and got a tour of the famous Straussence is left speechless. The show comes to receiving to giving. Over the course of four Elite chocolate factory. The quality of my fellow
an end, your mind needs to readjust to reali- months we were provided with the tools participants, safety precautions taken by our
ty, and the stranger who was snoozing
director, and overall dedication of the
on your shoulder needs to find a new
staff was remarkable. Without the
“I wholeheartedly attribute my young help of the Suzy Schwartz Memorial
pillow. This hypnotic experience is one
that we visit on late night impromptu
adult Jewish identity and aspirations Fund, none of this would have been
weekends or holiday family outings.
possible.
for my future to the lessons learned
However, from September 2012 until
Unlike most films, when it was time
May 2013, I made the difficult decision
to say goodbye, everyone stayed until
from that year.”
of reaching beyond the projector,
the very end. We were determined to
jumped into my own film, and truly
look around for misplaced candy, get
froze time. On the Nativ College Leadership necessary to navigate and thrive in Israel. the final drop of soda, and make our last laugh
Gap Year Program in Israel, I took scripted Teachers passed along their knowledge, res- go on forever. Assuming the fading black
adventures often perceived as fictional mo- taurants introduced us to new flavors, and screen was a tantalizing dream, we could not
ments and wove them into a quilt of lifelong countless bus drivers patiently helped us find comprehend that our trip was over. Similar to a
memories. I broke away from the traditional our way. Now it was time for us to dedicate well-made film, we were captivated and stuck
back row of just watching and followed a our energy and enthusiasm to those in need. I in a world we didn’t want to leave. I wholepath of leading that had no emergency exit.
chose to live on the agricultural youth village heartedly attribute my young adult Jewish
My journey commenced the second I of Kfar HaNoar HaDati in Kfar Hassidim (near identity and aspirations for my future to the
hit Israeli soil. A whirlwind of tiyulim (trips), Haifa). Serving a wide variety of Jews, the lessons learned from that year. I encourage
kitot (classes), and leadership opportunities institution’s purpose is to educate and pro- everyone to stray from the norm, choose the
became my schedule as I learned to balance vide development resources for children in different movie on the list, and let life take you
extracurricular activities with my courses at need. Four hundred Jewish teens from Ethio- on a wild ride. You can always go to Israel, but
Hebrew University. Coming from a public pia, India, the former Soviet Union, and Israel you can’t always go on Nativ. Follow me.
school background, I was enthralled by pro- attend school on the property with a few www.nativ.org.
fessors wearing kippot and the opportunity hundred living permanently on the premises.
to take Hebrew as a language. Also, ob- Aside from playing soccer or teaching basketservance was no longer a struggle but rather ball at night, I volunteered as a dishwasher in
a choice supported by the convenience of a the main dining hall. Serving two meals a day
Jewish state. Living in a world where holi- became one of the most exhausting but reJoin us on Shabbat on May 3 as we
days are automatic days of rest, “kosher warding jobs I’ve ever had. Under the guidcelebrate the following birthdays
meals” are not cardboard boxes, and tardi- ance of sweet, older Israeli women, I quickly
ness is excused when minyan runs late, fos- gained the skills necessary to become an exwith a special blessing from the
tered a strong sense of religious pride. First pert in industrial kitchen cleaning. Needless
Rabbi and cupcakes at lunch!
semester not only entailed an array of edu- to say, it was quite the dirty job. The early
cational programming but also gave me the morning shifts and outdated manual cooking
freedom to do an in-depth exploration of techniques truly taught me the value of modJerusalem. As a resident of the city, I was ern conveniences. Each day consisted of hand
able to wake up on a Friday morning and peeling vegetables, chopping chicken, and
walk five minutes into the craziness of pre- mopping floors without the electric appliancShabbat shopping at the shuk. For the first es Americans often take for granted.
time, I was not the tourist taking pictures or
Looking back, being away was more than
shying away from the crowds. I Joshua Ull, just a year of individual growth and maturawas screaming back prices at the vendors, tion. Different from other post-high school
using my body to navigate the overpopulat- options, I was pushed to become the best I
ed market (the secret is in the elbows), and could be. While others hold your hand or
was confident ordering in a new language. release you into the wild, Nativ provides the
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Adult Ed News

Hebrew School
News

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

Ken Moss (pictured,
right) will speak at
Neve Shalom on
Friday night May 30
at the 7:30 pm service on the topic
“The Unchosen: Polish Jewish Young
People in Dark Times, 1929-1939.”
“On the one hand, rising antiSemitism, economic collapse, the specter of Nazism. On the other, the promises of Zionism or the siren song of revolution, dreams of
emigration, or the hope of making a good life in Poland
despite everything.” These were the fraught prospects that
hundreds of thousands of Polish Jewish young people faced
in the 1930s. The dire situation of this "youth without a
future" provoked a flurry of debate and a frantic search for
solutions among Jewish leaders and thinkers in Eastern
Europe, America, and the Yishuv.
From David Ben-Gurion to Vladimir Jabotinsky to the
gifted sociologist Max Weinreich, from the leaders of Polish
Jewish socialism to the emissaries of the Yishuv's kibbutz
movement to the great Hasidic rebbeim, every stream in
Jewish political and cultural life sought to rescue some future for Polish Jewish youth - and to harness that youth to
their own clashing visions of the future Jews should pursue.
But Polish Jewish young people were not merely the
object of debate - they themselves struggled to understand
their situation, addressed their concerns and demands to
Jewish adults, and sought new paths of their own. Drawing
on letters, diaries, and memoirs by Polish Jewish young
people as well as the rich body of contemporary journalistic, sociological, and psychological debate about their
situation, Ken Moss, professor of Jewish history at the Johns
Hopkins University, will reconstruct Polish Jewish youth's
quest to understand and master its grim fate. In the process, he will offer the congregation a new perspective on
the great questions of modern Jewish history: Zionism and
diaspora, anti-Semitism and assimilation, Jewish political
choices in dark times.
Kenneth B. Moss is the Posen Associate Professor of
Modern Jewish History at the Johns Hopkins University,
where he has taught since 2003. His first book, “Jewish Renaissance in the Russian Revolution” was published by Harvard University Press in 2009. It received the Sami Rohr Prize
for best work of Jewish non-fiction from the National Jewish
Book Council in 2010 and a Hebrew translation is currently
under contract with Mercaz Zalman Shazar. Ken's research
interests include the history of East European Jews, the history of Zionism and other Jewish political visions, Hebrew
and Yiddish culture, and the history of Israel. He is currently
pursuing research on East European Jewish political thought
in the 1930s. His work has appeared in English, Hebrew,
Yiddish, and Russian. He lives with his wife and children in
Baltimore, but has local roots, growing up in Metuchen and
at Neve Shalom, where his parents are still active members.

April 27-May 18: Maccabiyah
The last several weeks of Hebrew School will include our annual
series of games, quizzes, song contests, posters and other fun
events to review material and get points for the Maccabiyah teams. This
year’s theme is Bible and the teams are ‘Torah’, ‘Nevi-im’ (Prophets) and
‘K’tuvim’ (Writings).
May 2: Zion (7th Grade) Class Commencement, Family Service & Dinner
At 5:30pm we will have our final Family Shabbat Dinner of the season. This
one will include chicken in the menu. We want to thank Mara McAuley for all
of her help in organizing the dinners this year and all of the people who have
helped shop, shlep, chop, cook, set-up and make these dinners such wonderful successes.
May 4: Susy Schwartz Concert
Though not a School project the annual Susy Schwartz concert benefits our
teens who take trips to Israel. We encourage all Hebrew School families to
buy tickets or be patrons and come and enjoy Julie Silver, one of the nation’s
leading Jewish performers.
May 6: Why Should I Care About Israel
Thanks to Federation we are running the second of a two part series for
teens to learn about and advocate for Israel. Noted presenter, Rabbi Jeffrey
Salkin, will be speaking. This time the program will meet at Temple Emanu-El
with free Pizza starting at 6:30 pm.
May 18: Lag B’Omer, Last Day Activities and Meetings
On the last day of Hebrew School we will have our annual awards assembly.
Parents are encouraged to attend. All parents are invited to the Youth Learning Team meeting which will follow. At the end of the day will be the final
Maccabiyah activities for Lag B’Omer, the awarding of the winning team and
ices for all of the kids.
Thanks to the cast of “The Wizard of Persoz”.
The cast did a fun Purim shpiel and we think everyone had a great time.

4

Neve Shalom Bulletin

May 2014

Exploring Nehirim

Purim Pix!!

By Elizabeth Binstein

I

magine the 40 most beautiful
people from across the nation,
gathering in the snow covered
city of Boston, in a building representing a castle, in order to
give each other support in any
capacity. Recently, along with
three other Rutgers students, I
trekked to Boston to attend a Nehirim student retreat.
Nehirim is a national community of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
and transgender (LGBT) Jews, families, and allies, committed to a more just and inclusive world.
We arrived at Boston University’s Hillel building, received our schedules for the weekend, put our luggage at
our hosts’ place and changed to get ready to welcome
Shabbat. Even though I had known my hosts for less than
36 hours, I felt like I had known them a lifetime. I enjoyed
every second I spent with them, whether it was going out
to breakfast in the morning or hanging out in their apartment devouring pizza while watching a movie. I can’t thank
my hosts enough for their love and the positive and welcoming vibes.
Every moment of the weekend was packed with prayer, presentations, speakers, great food and discussions.
Although the three breakout sessions on Saturday were
really informative and interesting, they weren’t my favorite
part of the weekend. My top ranked activity of this retreat
was our Mispacha groups.
Each day we had an hour dedicated to Mispacha
(family). During this time, the students were split into
smaller groups and we had time to dig deep and open ourselves up. A student facilitator helped start off the discussions by asking questions or giving us thought provoking
concepts to bounce around our heads. Once the questions
were asked, one at a time we gave our answers, whether
they related to the original prompt or we had something
we felt we wanted to get off our chests. When we were
finished sharing we would say “debarti” which in Hebrew
means, “I have spoken.” Then the group would respond
with “shamati” which means, “I have heard.” This exercise
seems simple, but it really was touching in an unexpected
way. It taught me that sometimes the most healing thing is
to have someone listen to you and let you know that you
are being heard. Conversely, it taught me to be a good
listener, and I enjoyed hearing other people’s life stories.
To be able to tear yourself open and be brutally honest
with peers I had only just met was an extraordinary surprise. The conversations in the library of the Hillel at Boston University will remain with me for their sense of triumph, honesty and hope.
One other experience which filled me with happiness
was Havdalah (the closing ceremony of Shabbat). At Hillel,
we gathered in a circle, arms around each other, with the
window the entire length of the wall showcasing the city of
Boston in front of us. We began humming, singing and
swaying as the prayers were said over the wine, spices and
fire.
(continued on page 7)

5

Neve Shalom Bulletin

May 2014

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people
for chanting Torah in the month of March:
T=Teen, JR=Junior
Ronald Becker ...............3
Matt Bonus ....................1
Jennifer Bullock .............1
Benjamin Daniels...........T 1
Justin Derector ..............JR 1
Lawrence Dombrow ......5
Aaron Feinblatt..............2
Max Feinblatt ................2
Michael Friederwitzer ...10
Eric Goldman .................2
Rosalie Green ................2
Bruce Greenberg ...........1
Jennifer Greenberg .......T 1
Adam Gross ...................T 1
Steve Gross....................4
Rachel Hirsch .................1
Rena Kallman.................2
Mark Rosenfield ............12
Michele Rosenfield ........7
Brett Schildkraut............6
Steven Schneider...........1
Arlene Smith ..................1
Barbara Spack................1
Lisa Spiegel ....................1
Danielle Stein ................T 1

David and Susan Lemerman on the
birth of their granddaughter
Claire Eva Lemerman.

Alan Stern ...................... 1
Eitan Szteinbaum .......... T 1
Sabrina Szteinbaum ...... T 1
Mel Thor ........................ 1
Asher Thurer ................. T 1
Stephen Traum .............. 9
David Yellin .................... 2

Neve Shalom Slate of Officers
2014/2015
President
Nancy Shlossman

Haftarah
Adam Gross ................... T
Sidney Krane
Lisa Spiegel
Eitan Szteinbaum .......... T
Ed Thompson

Vice-Presidents
Daniel Hirsch - Membership
Debbie Schildkraut – Education
Hope Serratelli – Ways & Means/Fundraising
Christina Daniels – Ritual
Larry Goldberg - House
Treasurer
Mark Lampf

Ashrei
Justin Derector .............. JR
Josh Friederwitzer ......... JR
Adam Gross ................... T
Ben Rabinowitz ............. JR
Phil Schreiber
Donald Solomon ............ JR
Danielle Stein ................ T
Eitan Szteinbaum .......... T

Financial Secretary
Linda Gotlib
Recording Secretary
Lawrence Dombrow
Board One Year Term 2014-1015
Amy Artman
Helene Baum
Keith Boxer
Ken Braverman
Jennifer Bullock
Oren Chaplin
Jeff Einbond
Marlene Fineman
Bruce Greenberg
Jamie Grubman
Carol Hacker
David Pinkowitz
Steve Schneider
Gail Schuetz
Jeffrey Schulman
Stacey Sern
Lynn Sessler
Benna Brodsky Thompson
Howard Zuckerman
Men’s Club President
Stuart Mantel
Sisterhood President
Jennifer Bullock
Designated Sisterhood Representative to the Board
Nominating Committee
Audrey Napchen, Ken Braverman, Linda Gotlib,
Hope Serratelli, Jennine Shpigel, Lisa Spiegel, Scott Ull
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Called to the Torah
Joshua Friederwitzer, the son of Delia
and Mike Friederwitzer, will be called
to the Torah as a bar
mitzvah on Saturday, May 3.
Many
relatives from near and
far will join in the
celebration of Josh’s special day, including his
sister Sharon; grandmother "Abu" Elena
“Nucha” Markovas, grandmother "Abu" Vera
Eisenberg, and Uncle Gustavo Choclin from
Buenos Aires, Argentina; Aunt Silvina and
Uncle Pablo Friederwitzer and cousins Alan,
Sophia, Agustin, and June from Florida; and
Aunt Karin and Uncle Sergio Golombek and
cousins Gaby and Alex from New York.
Josh attends Fords Middle School in
Woodbridge, where he is in 7th grade. His
favorite school subjects are Gym and Math.
Asked about his hobbies, he said, “My
hobbies are sports. In my spare time I like to
play soccer and basketball and watch soccer
on TV and play video games.” He also plays
volleyball and football.
With his family, Josh has traveled to New
York and Pennsylvania, as well as to the east
coast states of North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, and Florida.
For his bar mitzvah project, Josh told us,
“I decided to raise funds for ‘Soccer for
Peace,’ a charitable organization that unites
children of war-torn regions in the world (in
particular, in Israel and the Palestinian territories) in their shared love of sport. Getting
Arab and Jewish children together during camp-like sessions, and having them play
a common sport together for the same
teams, helps them build human bonds, recognize each other's humanity, and share a hope
for the future. Common questions to participants about what they will eventually do
when they reach adulthood, when they may
be confronted with responsibilities (i.e. military duty for Israelis, adulthood for Palestinians) are often met with comments like “...I'm
not exactly sure, but I know I would rather
talk things out..."
The motto of “Soccer for Peace” is
“Soccer is the game and Peace is the goal.”

Josh

Benjamin Rabinowitz,
the son of Lauren and
Jonathan Rabinowitz,
will become a bar
mitzvah on May 10.
With this milestone,
he becomes a secondgeneration bar mitzvah celebrant at Neve
Shalom since both of
his parents observed their b’nai mitzvahs at
our congregation.
Ben’s sister Samantha will be celebrating
with him, along with Grandma Marilyn Miller
and Grandma Sheila Rabinowitz from Edison;
Pop-Pop Allan and Grandma Jo Ann from
Freeport, NY; Aunt Gail, Uncle John, and
cousins Brian and Logan from Edison; Aunt
Lauren and cousin Miriam from Edison; and
Aunt Julie, Uncle Dave, and cousins Jake,
Zack and Will from River Edge, NJ.
Ben is a 7th grade student at Edgar Middle School in Metuchen, where his favorite
subjects are Social Studies and English.
He plays flag football and he also enjoys
skiing, Legos, and reading. “My favorite video
games are ‘Madden’, ‘Lego’ and ‘Halo’. In my
spare time, I like watching movies, getting
together with friends, and spending time with
my family.”
Family travels in the United States have
taken Ben to Florida, Hawaii, California, Vermont, North Carolina, and Washington, DC.
He has also vacationed in Aruba, the Cayman
Islands, and the Bahamas.
For his mitzvah project, Ben will be collecting money for the Cure Tay-Sachs Foundation.

Ben

Exploring Nehirim

By Flora Cowen

Elisa

Elisa
Tamra
Pinkowitz,
the
daughter of Marci
and
David
Pinkowitz, will become a bat mitzvah
on Saturday, May
31.

Elisa's younger sister, Hayley, will join
family and friends in celebrating this special
day, along with Grandma Marlene and
Grandpa Alan Szuran from Bronx,
NY; Grandma Susan Pinkowitz from Old
Bridge; Grandpa Philip Pinkowitz from
Maplewood; Uncle Mark and Aunt Vicky
Szuran from Bronx, NY; and Aunt Debbie
and Uncle Russ Dooley from Warner Robins,
GA.
Elisa is a 7th grade student at Iselin Middle School, where she is in the Gifted and
Talented Program, and where she was elected to membership in the National Junior
Honor Society. She also participates in the
Engineering Club and she competed in the
Future City Competition. Her favorite school
subject is Math.
Elisa plays clarinet in Middle School
band, and, at Congregation Neve Shalom,
she enjoys Kadima activities.
With her family, Elisa has traveled to
Disney World and Hershey Park, and she has
also visited New York City, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Washington, DC, Aruba, and Bermuda.
For her mitzvah project, Elisa will
“...collect money and do a walk for American Diabetes Association.”

(continued from page 5)

All of us, with different battles to fight, with different reasons for being happy, in a dark
room, lit by a single small flame, connected to one another with the warmth of love. It was
magical.
Sunday morning came too quickly and unfortunately the Rutgers students had to leave
the retreat early to embark on nine hours of travel back to the Rutgers campus. We missed
the picture taking and goodbyes, which was upsetting, but the energy that filled me from
the rest of the weekend will last me until the next retreat!
As the original welcome letter stated, “We are Jews, we are non-Jews, and we are Jews
by choice. We are of every generation, every sexual orientation, and every gender expression. We are out, we are not out, we are coming out. We are traditional, untraditional, practicing, lapsed, questioning, experimenting, learned, learning and unlearning.”
We have all been somewhere, and we are headed elsewhere, but to spend a few hours
reflecting and expressing, is really a feat and the experience of a lifetime.
Thank you to everyone who made this retreat possible and who created such a pure
environment!
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
In Honor Of ............................... From
Rabbi Zelizer, in gratitude
for your involvement
in Adam's bar mitzvah .................Judi and Steve Gross
Rabbi Zelizer, thank you
for officiating at
my father's funeral ......................Larry Weinberg
Rabbi Zelizer, thank you for
your comfort and support
during this difficult time and
thank you, too, for the memorable
service in Moe's memory ............Marcia Horn
In Memory Of ............................ From
Dorothy Levine ............................Debbie, Gary, Lorraine and Evan Seid
Nathan Seid .................................Debbie, Gary, Lorraine and Evan Seid
Victoria Goldstein ........................Fredda Robinson
Gershon Robinson .......................Fredda Robinson
Fanny Shimmel ............................The Segal Family
Isadore Shimmel ..........................The Segal Family
Mother of Elaine Goldstein .........Richard and Barbara Helfman
Debra Greenberg .........................Deborah and Bruce Greenberg
Roman Okner...............................Sandra Goldberg
Moe Wineberg.............................Joseph Abeles
.....................................................Lena Feld
Beverly Helman ...........................Donna Kibbel
Yahrzeit........................................Michael and Florine Kaplan
Larry Mishne ................................Joseph and Arlene Borowsky
Norman Nacht .............................Caryn and Eric Nacht
Yahrzeit........................................Martin and Ellen Weinberg
Cliff Kuhn .....................................Arline and Goodwin Mollen
Murray Gross ...............................Michele and David Kornbluh
Yahrzeit........................................Irving and Lenore Lapidus

In Memory Of ............................ From
David Baras .................................. Rene and Seymour Bromberg
Joseph Bromberg ......................... Rene and Seymour Bromberg
In Memory Of ............................ From
Rebecca Kastner Miller ................ Miriam Rockmore
Friends of Neve Shalom Nursery Fund
In Honor Of ............................... From
3-Year-Old Class Families thank you for your generous
donation of a computer
to our school................................ Martha Mack
Prayerbook.................................. .
In Honor Of ............................... From
Elaine Goldstein ........................... Carol Issler
In Memory Of ............................ From
Hilde Moses ................................. Carol Issler
Blood Drive in Memory of Michael Allan Thompson Fund
In Memory Of ............................ From
Michael Allan Thompson ............. Edward and Dorothy Thompson
Max Roller Library Fund
In Honor of ................................ From
Adam's Bar Mitzvah ..................... Flora Cowen

Ner Tamid Fund
In Honor Of ............................... From
Rabbi Zelizer, thank you for
giving me the honor of opening
and closing the Ark ......................Lenore Lapidus
In Memory Of ............................ From
Alice Mildred
Rubenstein Cohen .......................Benjamin Friedman
.....................................................John Killea and Phyllis Meyer
Misheberach Fund
In Honor Of ............................... From
Eliot Spack, in gratitude for
your involvement in
Adam's bar mitzvah .....................Judi and Steve Gross
Herb Gary, in gratitude for
your involvement in
Adam's bar mitzvah ....................Judi and Steve Gross
Susy Schwartz Memorial Fund
In Honor Of ............................... From
Hazzan Levin, in gratitude for
your involvement in
Adam's bar mitzvah .....................Judi and Steve Gross
Purim donation in
honor of our Neve friends ...........Betty and Manny Leventhal
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2014 Ad Journal
and Red Carpet Gala
in honor of

Adam Glinn and Audrey Napchen
May 18, 2014
from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm
This year's Ad Journal Committee is
presented with a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate and honor Adam Glinn and Audrey
Napchen, two individuals who seek no platform or
recognition. Rather for these individuals, their
sense of satisfaction is acquired by the
engagement of others in the joy and fulfillment of
asserting their Jewishness.
By giving generously to this year's ad journal,
we can share a true sense of ruach with our
synagogue family
and
demonstrate
our
appreciation and support for these exceptional
members of Congregation Neve Shalom.
Covert is $54 per person and $25 for children
ages 5 to 12.
If you have any questions, please contact
Kenneth Braverman, Ad Journal Chairperson, at
732-548-4086, or Honoree Luncheon Chairs,
Helene Baum at 908-561-0068 or Donna Coen
O’Gorman at 732-225-5276.
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Sales Phone: 732-548-9191
Fax Phone: 732-548-9759

Service Phone:
732-548-9394

Discounted
Sales & Service

551 Middlesex Ave
Metuchen, NJ

Hours by Appointment

THE MIDDLESEX MEDICAL GROUP
Richard B. Bullock, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Diplomate American Board of Internal Medicine and Geriatrics

Anne Alliegro, RN, ANP-C
Nurse Practitioner

225 May St., Suite E, Edison

732-661-2020

Sansone Auto Network

ANN FRANK

The Miller
Ballroom

President

CENTRAL TRAVEL

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

MONUMENTS FOR
ALL CEMETERIES

MEMORIAL CENTER

at Neve Shalom

TEL (908) 486-0430
FAX (908) 486-4190

732-548-2238

email centraltravelnj@att.net

Cosmetic & Restorative
Dentistry
DAVID FRECHTMAN, D.M.D
TEL: (732) 548-8600
MEDIPLEX SUITE 303
98 JAMES STREET
EDISON, NJ 08820
ALAN B. GOLDBERG, D.D.S., LLC
MEDIPLEX, SUITE 303
98 JAMES STREET
EDISON, NJ 08820

COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE

HAIMM

GOLDSTEIN
FUNERAL CHAPEL INC.
We value the dignity and the sanctity
of the Jewish soul and we uphold and
maintain reverence for the Jewish
tradition
Exclusively Jewish Operated
Conveniently Located
Large Chapels
Martin Goldstein, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. 4025

TEL (732) 494-7767
FAX (732) 494-6240

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison
732-777-0032
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10 MAIN STREET
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
800-729-0582

732-634-8500
732-634-1521
Fax: 732-750-0120

Commercial Litigation, Collections & Bankruptcy
Nationwide
SAMUEL & JOY GRAFTON
POPPER & GRAFTON - ATTORNEYS AT LAW
225 West 34th Street
Suite 2209
New York, NY 10122-1600

212-290-2630
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250 Grove Avenue
Metuchen, NJ 08840
732-548-2238

Dated Material - Please Expedite

May 2014

Iyar/Sivan 5774
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