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FROM THE RABBI By Gerald Zelizer 

The Power of Parallel Prayer Experiences 

NEVE SHALOM Serving the Northern 
Middlesex County 
Jewish Community 

I  want to thank 
Wendy Kushner 

for introducing us to 
a concept which has 
increasingly been 
introduced to vari-
ous Conservative 
synagogues -- paral-
lel and simultaneous 
Shabbat morning 
services and experi-

ences. On a snowy Shabbat at the beginning of 
January, Wendy, in consultation with myself 
and the Ritual Committee, orchestrated sever-
al parallel Shabbat experiences in our shul. We 
had our usual 100 plus individuals who regu-
larly come to services and we had additional 
attendees, who chose to participate  in either 
the “regular” service in the main sanctuary or 
from among the following services, study 
groups, and experiences: 
 

 a study of the Shabbat parsha taught by 
Steve Gross, 

 a learners’ service taught by Jonathan 
Greenberg, 

 yoga with a Jewish twist taught by Wendy. 
  

 What is the overall statement made by 
Neve Shalom members after having shared 
this Shabbat morning innovation? 
 We learned that in addition to davening 
and worship, Shabbat is for multiple, loosely 
connected Jewish experiences. While prayer 
and Torah reading remain the preeminent 
Shabbat experience, we recognize that differ-
ent people will engage both the Sabbath and 
the shul at different entrance points. We saw 

that the physical space at 250 Grove and 
the 9:30 am to 12:00 pm time 
of Saturday morning are ideal for these con-
current experiences. We appreciated that  
after the multiple, parallel experiences, we all 
gathered for the end of musaf and the also 
important communal joy of a Shabbat kid-
dush. 

M any of you know that after my ordina-
tion at the Jewish Theological Semi-

nary in 1964 I began my rabbinical tenure in a 
Spanish speaking synagogue in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. I regularly return there to visit 
family, and to do some touring. This year 
while there on a Shabbat, I attended services 
at one of the many Conservative shuls.  I was 
enveloped and impressed by the religious 
service. It too was an alternate form which 
cut across the traditional/liberal categoriza-
tion. Several aspects impressed me both spir-
itually and programmatically. 
 Spatially, there was no frontal clergy/
bimah presentation.  All, including many 
young people, were seated facing the front. 
The direction and chanting of the service was 
both lay driven and democratic. For example, 
the attendees took turns chanting the service.  
It was almost all sung in unison from the 
seats. First one, then another, from a rotating 
cast of about fifteen among the several hun-
dred. Some were proficient in Hebrew and 
melodies, others less so. The melodies were 
lively and engaging, facilitated by a “tof,” a 
rudimentary kind of monotone drum familiar 
in Biblical times as an unobtrusive accompani-
ment. I initially heard the beating almost as if 
someone were tapping on a table and I did 
not actually know who in the congregation 
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was beating the tof or where it was coming 
from. One thing I did know - the tof melody 
facilitated and enhanced the congregational 
singing. Throughout the entire service, there 
was no "performer," either as chanter or 
melody pusher. 
 As for the Torah reading, it was triennial 
and chanted distinctly and with clarity by the 
volunteers, as in our own shul. 
 Most impressive was that, with the 
exception of an occasional announcement of 
a page in Spanish by someone in the congre-
gation, there were no readings in the vernac-
ular (Spanish). The unison Hebrew singing 
pushed the flow and religious experience. No 
one was “pulling” from up front. 
 Another kind of parallel service as the 
more familiar and standard format – was 
taking place in a different room in the con-
gregation. 
 Whether in Buenos Aires or Metuchen, 
parallel worship and other experiences are a 
welcome innovation on Shabbat morning. Of 
course, the main sanctuary will always be the 
locale of the “standard” Shabbat service. All 
else will remain in the wings, as additions, 
not substitutions. Look for the publicity as 
we will surely do more of this at Neve Sha-
lom on Shabbat. 
 Thanks to Wendy Kushner for pushing 
us (and me) and doing lots of work and coor-
dination and thanks to the leaders of the 
various experiences.  We welcome others to 
join us in planning future similar events. If 
you choose not to plan, just come!  We 
would be glad to see you. 



Neve Shalom Bulletin  February 2014 

2 
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T hanks to our donors Neve Shalom is able 
to provide some wonderful programming 

at little or no cost to members. 
 

Scholar in Residence 
In the “Adult Ed News” in this bulletin is a listing 
of the endowments and this year’s contributors 
to the Scholar in Residence Fund. Thanks to 
these generous people we were able to study 
this past December with a pre-eminent teacher 
and scholar and we are very grateful for their 
generosity. 
 

Halleluyah Concert 
A number of members purchased $50 tickets so 
we were able to produce the first rate concert 
featuring the NJ Cantors Ensemble, some HaZa-
mir teen choirs of NJ and Neve children. Those 
sponsors included:  Andrea and Michael Colby, 
Flora Cowen, Sandra Fields,  Harold and Rob-
erta Geller, Joy and Sam Grafton, Alan and Sue 
Horwitz, Hazzan Sheldon and Nita Polay Levin, 
Robert and Sandy Moss, Barbara and Eliot 
Spack.  Thanks to them all. 
 

AIPAC Scholarship 
In memory of her late husband, Jeff Weinstein, 
each year Karen Weinstein sends two of our 
teens to the annual AIPAC conference in Wash-
ington DC. This year’s scholarship recipients are 
Scott Boxer and David Schildkraut. 
 

Arts Scholarship 
Each year, the Music and Art Fund enables one 
of our teens to participate in an educational and 
artistic program. In the past, students have re-
ceived help to go to BIMA (Brandeis Institute of 
Music and Art), the 92nd St Y Summer Arts pro-

gram in New York City and this past December 
Samantha Davis joined the HaZamir Teen Choir 
tour of Israel. 
 

Barry Miller Fund 
Thanks to ongoing contributions in his memory, 
each year the Barry Miller Fund brings a unique 
program to enhance our Hebrew High School 
activities. In the past these have included come-
dian and author Joel Chasnoff, Jews and comics 
expert Arie Kaplan, and a professional trivia 
game and music night. This year Amit Shukar 
introduced the teens to Israeli Army Training 
with the GADNA program.  
 
Bible Family Fun Day 
Thanks to the Jewish Federation of Greater Mid-
dlesex County, we were able to host the com-
munity Bible Family Fun Day featuring profes-
sional comedians, The Bible Players. Everyone 
had a great time at the show and at the many 
different arts, foods, discussions, song and puz-
zle stations. 
 

Bar/t Mitzvah Website 
I also want to thank Lauren Rabinowitz who 
was helpful in showing me how to create a new 
website for bar and bat mitzvah students and 
families. David Garb and Sabrina Szteinbaum 
helped shoot and edit the videos. There was no 
cost to the synagogue. To see the work in pro-
gress go to: http://can2r11.wix.com/hazzan11 
 We thank all of our generous contributors 
for helping us continue the great programs and 
activities of our congregation. 
 

Subsidies Available for USY Programs 
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Hebrew School 
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

Upcoming Special Services 
 Friday, February 7:  Dinner and Family Friday Night Service 
 Saturday, February 8:   Saturday morning Family Service with 

Rabbi Zelizer, including 6th graders chanting Torah. 
 Saturday, March 1: 5th-7th grade service 
 Sunday, March 16:  Purim Family Service and Musical Parody “Wizard of 

PersOZ” starring the Neve Shalom kids at 10:00 am during Hebrew School. 
 

 Bible Family Fun Day was a big success. We had an excellent turn out of 
Neve Shalom students and many fun and educational activities including 
eating in Abraham and Sarah’s Tent, doing a variety of Bible-oriented puzzles 
and games, several arts activities, including a group of youngsters who built a 
detailed model of the Beit Midrash. Rabbis Vaisberg and Saks led interesting 
discussions and activities, Lincoln Richman taught some kinetic moves for Bible 
related songs, Jennine Shpigel did creative age-appropriate Noah activities, 
there were Bible films and Dan Hirsch led a Bible themed Jewpardy TV game. 
Children created and ate Torah-shaped chocolates and Martha Mack took 
pictures of our TORAHfic KIDS. Highlight of the day was a performance by the 
Bible Players which everyone thoroughly enjoyed. We thank all of the volun-
teers, teachers and community participants, with special thanks to Jewish 
Federation of Greater Middlesex County for their financial support. 
 

 Consecration is a program when we recognize the 3rd graders for their 
Hebrew learning.  They perform a play with songs, this year with a Biblical 
theme and receive their own Siddur and other gifts. This will take place on 
Sunday, February 9 at 9:45 am. All are welcome. 
 

 Java Nagila on Sunday February 23 at 9:00 am will include a discussion of 
“Social Media: Keeping Up with Your Kids”  What is Vine? Snap Chat? How do 
they utilize Facebook? Instagram? Learn about resources that they already 
know about. Educate yourselves on different types of social media being used 
by our children. Share your own experiences and ask your questions. Refresh-
ments will be served. 
 

 Kids Night at Neve is a new program when parents, for a small fee, can 
drop their children off for a fun evening of a movie, snacks, and other super-
vised activities.  This will take place on Saturday night February 22 from 7:00 
pm to 10:00 pm and parents can have the evening off. 

 

 

J anuary was a busy month for the Men's Club. At our 
annual Founders’ Breakfast, we honored Herb Gary. 

Herb was instrumental in the founding of our club, in its 
first incarnation, serving as club president and working on 
many of the events and projects that made the club a suc-
cess. Herb has continued to fill a central role in our ritual 
life, serving as one of our gabbaim. 
 Please join us on Super Bowl Sunday, February 2, 2014, 
at 8:30 am, as Neve Shalom’s Men’s Club participates in the 
World Wide Wrap, a signature program of the Federation 
of Jewish Men's Clubs, focusing on a unique ritual imbued 
with story and metaphor that spans ages and generations.  
 We bind up in 
tefillin, we engage, we 
use our whole bodies, 
we share ourselves as 
symbols for others 
while we involve our-
selves in very personal and soul searching moments. We 
teach and we learn as a community and individuals. We 
participate in the ritual as an integral part of and vehicle for 
expressing our personal and community values. We lead by 
example and we teach through innovative engagement 
using any and all media, method and spirit. 
 This year’s organizer of Neve Shalom’s World Wide 
Wrap, Harold Geller, promises that our program will fea-
ture creative prayers, readings, communal singing, and 
giving tzedakah (charity), so bring your voices, hearts and 
wallets. 
 This year the FJMC has initiated a program seeking 
donations of tefillin for our fellow Jews in Latin America. 
$150 will guarantee that a set of tefillin will be delivered to 
one of our 45 congregations in Spanish (and Portuguese) 
speaking countries. 
 Join us Saturday, March 29 for our Men’s Club Shabbat 
when the Men’s Club will take over and run the service. Of 
course Kiddush will be served afterwards. 
 Yom HaShoah starts Sunday, April 27. In the evening, 
we will be lighting the yellow candles in memory of the 
victims of the Shoah. The Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs 
has set a goal of lighting one million candles this year. I 
know that I can count on all of you to help us achieve this 
goal. Keep an eye out for your candle, which should be 
delivered to your door in early April. If you would like addi-
tional candles or if you would like to help us distribute 
them, please contact me at  mensclub@neveshalom.net.  
 Our monthly meetings, on the first Thursday of each 
month (i.e. February 6, March 6, and April 3) are at 7:30 
pm. If you have any suggestions or program ideas, you are 
welcome to come to the meeting or send me an email 
(mensclub@neveshalom.net).  L’Shalom! 

By Stu Mantel, Men’s Club President 

Men’s Club  
Minute So Many Activities!!! 

mailto:mensclub@neveshalom.net
mailto:mensclub@neveshalom.net


Neve Shalom Bulletin  February 2014 

4 

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin 

W 
e have had some 
amazing speakers so 
far this season!!! 

If you attended any of our guest 
speaker events you had amaz-
ing opportunities to learn, be 
informed and even entertained.  

Ben Dworkin of Rider University spoke candidly 
about the New Jersey state elections two weeks 
prior to the vote. His understanding of the machi-
nations, political issues and the future were fasci-
nating to discover.  Gary Rendsburg of Rutgers 
University spoke about differences in the Biblical 
texts which were eye opening. From different 
names to different accounts of the same story to 
differing options in the Talmud, these explained a 
long history of how Judaism handles differing view-
points. It helped me understand how the Con-
servative Rabbinic Law Committee can regularly 
accept two different options. The Talmudic rabbis 
worked that way as well. 
 Our December Scholar in Residence, Rabbi 
Burt Visotzky, was brilliant and entertaining. From 
explaining the origins of the Torah, helping to un-
derstand Rabbinic reasoning, to showing an aspect 
of the Sodom story that most never saw before, he 
was engaging, knowledgeable and enjoyable. We 
thank everyone who helped sponsor the Scholar 
Weekend: The Ohev Shalom Endowment and the 
Gilbert and Claudie Hayat Endowment for their 
support of this year’s Scholar program. We thank 
the following benefactors who contributed this 
year: Amy and Ira Artman, Kenneth and Carol 
Bernstein, Flora Cowen, Lawrence Dombrow, 
Linda Erdreich, Lena Feld, Sandy Fields, Joy and 
Sam Grafton, Stephen Gross and Judith Harrison, 
Lynne Harrison, Barbara Reed Kesler and Michael 
Kesler, Robert and Sandra Moss, Edna Sherber, 
Nancy and Stuart Shlossman, Barbara and Eliot 
Spack, Benna Brodsky and Frank Thompson. 
 On February 15 we look forward to Rabbi 
Mordecai Marcus Schwartz who will speak about 
the cultural ramifications of the Babylonia Talmud 
for the Jewish people.  Dr. Schwartz has spoken 
several times here at Neve Shalom and he is al-
ways brilliant and insightful. He is the son-in-law of 
our members Michael Kesler and Barbara Reed 
Kesler and is married to Rabbi Esther Reed of Rut-
gers Hillel. He holds a Ph.D. from the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary where he is on the faculty. Rabbi 
Schwartz will speak during the service and after 
the kiddush. 
 Please save Friday night, March 21 for the 
director of the H. L. Miller Cantorial School at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary and President of the 
Cantors Assembly, Cantor Nancy Abramson who 
will speak about zemirot during the service and 
answer questions about the future of the Cantor-
ate over cake and coffee. 

Adult Ed News

 V isiting Israel is no strange experience 
for me and Barbara. I think we have 

recorded more than 40 visits in our life-
times. Yet, although each travel experi-
ence provides unique encounters with 
this highly diverse country, one rarely 
finds it necessary to cope with the effects 
of a major snowstorm. Our intended 
objectives in visiting Israel in December 
related to the celebration of festive 
events (Chanukah, our daughter Beth’s 
50th birthday, our own 52nd wedding anni-
versary and some quality time with our 
grandson Avi who is there for the year on 
the Young Judaea Year Course). I am 
pleased to report that we accomplished 
all of these objectives with a flair and a 
flourish and, fortunately, we used our 
two weeks to do many other things. 
 Our daughter’s apartment has a 
mirpeset (porch) which looks out over the 
Judaean hills and from where, on a clear 
day, one can even see the Dead Sea. Also 
within view is the ancient palace of King 
Herod which has been appropriately 
named the Herodian. Several years ago 
we actually drove through Arab villages 
to see the Herodian and to climb to its 
summit. This year we had the opportunity 
to experience a very special exhibit that 
the Israel Museum has devoted exclusive-
ly to Herod. The exhibit was created with 
special touches and provided us with new 
information relating to the life of Herod 
and how the site of the Herodian was 
Herod’s choice for his entombment. It 
was only a relatively recent archeological 
excavation that confirmed this. 
 We took a side trip off the beaten 
path to visit Utopia Park on our way to 
the north. At this park we encountered a 
most beautiful collection of varieties of 
orchids---many of them quite breathtak-
ing. To add authenticity to the tropical 
setting, the park also includes a caged 
area of a wide variety of species of tropi-
cal birds. The macaws, cockatoos and 
peacocks all seemed content. 
 Another museum that we visited 
was to a lesser known site in Haifa---the 
Clandestine Immigration and Naval Muse-
um. Here we encountered the history of 
the secret efforts to bring “illegal” immi-
grants to Palestine prior to the establish-
ment of the state in 1948. We learned 
that 123,000 individuals made their way 

Jerusalem of Gold  
(and White!!!) 

to the shores of Palestine via these clan-
destine activities. We also saw the re-
mains and records of the lost submarine 
–the Dakar-- and one of the clandestine 
boats that brought the “illegals” 
ashore—the Af Al Pi Cheyn”.  The many 
exhibits and artifacts were most informa-
tive and revealing. 
 Of course the one encounter we had 
not expected was the experience of the 
largest snowstorm to hit the country in 
150 years. The snow began on a Thurs-
day and continued on and off for three 
days. Jerusalem has had snow in past 
years but never to this extent. The city 
was virtually paralyzed--- public transpor-
tation stopped, schools were closed for 
three days, power outages occurred, 
fallen tree limbs were visible everywhere 
and the public attempted to cope with 
nature’s fury. Israelis are, for the most 
part, a resilient population and, while 
they had no snow shovels or snow brush-
es, they devised creative ways to clear 
their cars and their walks of the snow. 
Soon the emergence of the sun aided the 
melting process and, except for the 
mounds created by plowing, most of the 
streets were cleared. It was a most ad-
venturous and unanticipated encounter. 
 Israel has much to offer as a tourist 
site. Their numerous hotels are attractive 
and spacious and their restaurants are 
tasty and plentiful. Needless to say, the 
historical sites to see are abundant and 
quite diverse. Mingling with Israelis is 
also a wonderful way to become in-
formed about the country and the varie-
ty of cultures who comprise that popula-
tion.  Israel awaits your visit.                                      

 

By Eliot G. Spack 
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A 
fter nine years of studying about 
Israel at Solomon Schechter Day 
School of Raritan Valley, I was given 

the opportunity to actually visit and to learn 
in Eretz Yisrael. The ninth grade of Golda Och 
Academy (GOA) traveled together this past 
October on the annual Na'ale trip. Although I 
thoroughly enjoyed all ten days in Israel, 
three major memories come to mind. These 
three experiences include visiting a school 
called Merchavim (in the Negev region), hik-
ing Mount Arbel and enjoying erev Shabbat. 
 We visited our sister school, Merchavim, 
in order to meet and talk to Israeli ninth grad-
ers. American students were paired with Is-
raeli students and, after spending a day with 
the Israelis in their school, we went home 
with them to experience Israeli life. When we 
first arrived at the school the Israeli students 
were so excited to meet American students 

Israel:  From Studying to Visiting 
By Emily Binstein 

J oin friends, fellow 
congregants and 

fans of all ages on 
May 4 at 7:00 pm 
when Julie Silver 

graces our stage with her angelic voice and inspired 
compositions. As Craig Taubman puts it: "Julie is more 
than an entertainer; she is a muse, a presence, and a 
spirit that stays with you long after the show has end-
ed.”  
 With roots in Massachusetts, Julie was leading 
raucous song sessions throughout the Reform Jewish 
movement and playing coffeehouses in and around 
Boston by age 18. Eventually, she would become one of 
the most sought-after song leaders in the country, a 
favorite with Jewish and secular audiences alike. With-
out backing from a major label, Julie has sold more 
than 100,000 copies of her CDs. Among her recording 
milestones is the success of "It’s Chanukah Time," a CD 
recorded in 2007, which was the first Jewish holiday CD 
produced exclusively for the Barnes and Noble 
bookstore chain and the ONLY Jewish album to ever be 
recognized on Billboard, peaking at #5 in 2009. 
 Julie's performance marks our 24th annual Susy 
Schwartz Memorial Scholarship Fund concert and con-
tinues our tradition of bringing the Jewish music 
world's best and brightest acts to Neve Shalom. The 
goal of the fund is to raise money to give each bar or 
bat mitzvah a “Passport to Israel.” Each child now re-
ceives a voucher for $1,000, which may be redeemed 

Julie Silver Takes the 2014 

Susy Schwartz Concert Stage 

towards any trip to Israel that 
has an educational component, 
taken between ninth grade and 
the end of college. High school 
students are also eligible to re-
ceive an additional $1,000 from 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Middlesex County.  
 If you've followed the regu-
larly featured articles written by 
the students who have taken 
advantage of the Passport to 
Israel program, you'll realize that 
these Israel experiences can be 
life-changing, often cementing a 
young person's passion for Israel 
and Jewish life. (See below for an 
article describing one student’s 
experience and watch for others 
in the coming months.) 
 Primary funding for the 
Passport to Israel program comes 
from this annual concert event. 
So, on behalf of the next genera-
tion of Jews we are nurturing to love and support Israel, we urge you to consider 
becoming a Benefactor ($200) or Patron ($100) of the Concert. General admission is 
also unchanged at $20 for adults ($25 if purchased at the door), and $12 for children 
under 12. Free babysitting will once again be available by preregistration.  
 Tickets are available now at neveshalom.net and through the office. Please call 
Rita Devlin at Neve Shalom at 732-548-2238, ext. 18 if you need additional infor-
mation. This year's concert chairs are Rena Kallman and Barbara Du-Bois. 

that they asked for pictures and to be added 
as friends on Facebook. Later, when I went 
home with my Israeli buddies, Shir and Yuval, 
we made grape leaves with Shir's grandmoth-
er, picked oranges, and fed the cows on the 
moshav (agricultural settlement). I really 
loved being able to experience Israeli life first 
hand! 
 Next, I remember the hike up Mount 
Arbel, in the lower Galilee near Tiberias. I 
have never hiked a mountain before and I 
enjoyed bonding with my classmates while 
climbing. Once we reached the top, we sat 
on a cliff that overlooked the Syrian border. 
We saw and heard bombs going off which 
was somewhat unsettling, but we had the 
opportunity to discuss it with our madrichim, 
our trip advisers. Mount Arbel was one of the 
most beautiful nature trips I had while in 
Israel. 

 Lastly, my Friday night Shabbat experi-
ence was one I will never forget. After many 
sweaty days spent in t-shirts and shorts, the 
GOA students dressed up for the welcoming 
of Shabbat. This began the beautiful feeling of 
Shabbat, which continued with a drum circle, 
guitar playing, and singing. We ended the 
night with our theme song, “Yachad,” (which 
means “together”), and I truly felt “together,” 
as one, with all my incredible classmates and 
as one with my homeland of Yisrael.  
 I was blessed with the privilege of being 
able to go to Israel.  This  would not have been 
possible without the assistance of the Susy 
Schwartz Memorial Scholarship Fund. Thank 
you. 
 

Emily Binstein is a student at  
Golda Och Academy in West Orange. 

 

By Rena Kallman 

tel:732-548-2238
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Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for  
chanting Torah in the month of December:    T=Teen,  JR=Junior 

Jacob Anes ........................ T 1 
Ronald Becker ................... 4 
Jake Bullock ....................... 3 
Jennifer Bullock ................. 1 
Andrea Colby ..................... 2 
Steven Colby ..................... 2 
Evan Derector ................... T 1 
Lawrence Dombrow .......... 6 
Marlene Fineman .............. 1 
Michael Friederwitzer ....... 12 
Eric Goldman ..................... 1 
Rosalie Green .................... 4 
Bruce Greenberg ............... 1 
Jonathan Hersch ............... 1 
Rebecca Hersch ................. T 1 
Brad Jolson ........................ 1 
Miriam Kafker ................... 1 
Mindy Paris-Thurer ........... 1 
Mark Rosenfield ................ 11 

Michele Rosenfield ........... 6 
Cathy Salamon .................. 1 
Debbie Schildkraut ........... 1 
Elyse Schulman ................. 1 
Jeffrey Schulman .............. 1 
Stacey Sern ....................... 2 
Alan Stern ......................... 1 
Asher Thurer ..................... T 1 
Stephen Traum ................. 16 
 
Haftarah 
Michele Rosenfield 
Asher Thurer ..................... T 1 
Larry Wineberg ................. 2  
 
Ashrei 
Joey Geardino ................... T 
Spencer Geardino ............. T 

To Sandy and Nancy Braverman on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Liv Jordan Braverman. 

 
To Ken and Aimee Braverman on the birth of  

their granddaughter, Chloe Scarlett Braverman. 

By Stan Loewenthal 

I' d like to invite everyone to morning minyan.  I know it 
starts early, but even if you can only make it once in a 

while, we'd love to have you!  I started going to morning 
minyan on a semi-regular basis about ten months ago.  It's a 
GREAT WAY to start the day.  I really enjoy the camaraderie.  
Oh, and we pray too! And please don't be intimidated if you 
feel you are not from a religiously observant background or 
your prayer skills are rusty.  I'm from a very assimilated Jew-
ish background on both sides of my family and I  will certain-
ly not win any prizes for my  ability to daven. Ok, I'll admit it.  
It's very hard to keep up with the regulars, (I think they all 
took a Hebrew speed reading course) but you simply do 
what you can.  I certainly can't keep up.  Occasionally, I read 
the English side.  They still finish before me!  But the more 
you go, the better you get.  I think that at my current rate I 
should catch up to everyone in approximately 112 years.  
But then, I tend to be an optimist.   
 And there is a little trick to at least being able to stay on 
the right page.  The leader begins the prayer by clearly read-
ing the first few words in Hebrew.   This is followed by 
mumble, mumble, mumble as each person races  silently to 
the end of the prayer. But don't worry, the leader starts 
again at the end of the prayer on or near the little square 
box.  When he finishes, it's time to turn the page. If the fol-
lowing prayer is not on the next page, the leader will an-
nounce the page.  (Thank God!)   
 If you don't have tefillin or are not comfortable putting 
them on, you don't have to.  For women, putting on tefillin 
and/or a tallis is optional. (How come they get all the 
breaks?)  It took me a while to get up the nerve to put on 
tefillin.  The first few times I  had someone help me.  They 
were happy to be of assistance.  And I took right to it, "like a 
duck to water."  Okay, I had a little difficulty. I tied myself to 
the chair.  This wasn't a problem until I had to stand for the 
Amidah!  
 Seriously, I know attending morning minyan can seem 
daunting if you do not come from a religiously observant 
background.  I know I felt that way when I first started 
attending.  But like anything else, the more you attend the 
more comfortable you will feel. I hope I convinced all of you 
to come to morning minyan…or some of you or at least one 
of you….. 

One man’s perspective 
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We Gratefully Acknowledge 
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds: 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In Honor Of ........................................ From   
Rabbi Zelizer, in appreciation  
for the beautiful eulogy you  
gave my father ..................................... Susan and Eric Goldman  
In Memory Of .................................... From   
Emil Kalfus............................................ Esta and Daniel Marx  
Alexander Kohn .................................... Carmen and Arthur Fulop  
Stephen Moskowitz ............................. Martin and Marilyn Tessler  
Caroline Zinaman ................................. Rhoda and Gerald Grossman  
Yahrzeit ................................................ Martin and Ellen Weinberg  
Samuel Freeman .................................. Roberta and Murray Miller  
Janice Brindley ..................................... Roberta and Murray Miller  
Mollie Freeman .................................... Roberta and Murray Miller  
Harry Kamen ........................................ Bernard and Judith Kamen  
Selma Horowitz .................................... Susan and Malvin Keller  
Howard Kibbel ..................................... Donna Kibbel   
Philip Borack ........................................ Alan and Iris Borack   
Rose Blum ............................................ Saul and Jane Blum   
Yahrzeit ................................................ Philip Schreiber   
Laba Perlman ....................................... Barbara Reed and Michael Kesler 
 
Susy Schwartz Memorial Fund 
In Honor Of ........................................ From   
Kudos to all the men and women from  
the Neve community who helped  
Hadassah Gift Wrap raise important  
medical research dollars! ..................... Miriam Saruya   
A heartfelt thank you to  
Teddy, Spencer, and Joey Geardino  
for their invaluable help at  
Hadassah Gift Wrap! ............................ Miriam Saruya   
In Memory Of .................................... From   
Joseph Rabinowitz ............................... Peter and Carol Hacker  
Natalie Yohanan ................................... Berenice and Sol Chadowitz 
 
Education Fund 
In Memory Of .................................... From   
Yahrzeit ................................................ Leonard and Lisa Olim  
 
Youth Fund 
In Honor Of ........................................ From   
Special thanks to Joey, Spencer,  
and "Crew Geardino" for helping  
with leaf cleanup at  
the Saruya house! ................................ Miriam Saruya   
Many thanks to the Boxer family  
for helping with leaf cleanup  
at the Saruya house! ............................ Miriam Saruya  
 
Gershon Robinson Music and Art Fund    
In Honor Of ........................................ From   
Hazzan Sheldon Levin........................... Barbara Cohen   
Hazzan Sheldon Levin, thank you  
for preparing Ariella  
so well for her bat mitzvah .................. Wendy and Michael Kushner 
In Memory Of .................................... From   
Michael Davis ....................................... Gail, Melanie, and Samantha Davis 
 
Simon & Yvonne Hayat Education Fund    
In Memory Of .................................... From   
Carol Grubman ..................................... Ira and Jamie Grubman  
 
Kiddush Kitty Fund 
In Memory Of .................................... From   
Emil Kalfus............................................ Wendy and Michael Kushner  

Join us on Shabbat on February 1 as we celebrate 
the following birthdays with a special blessing 

from the  Rabbi and cupcakes at lunch! 

Elior Chaplin 
Eli Danziger 

Justin Derector 
Robyn Epstein 
Arielle Werbel 

 

UPCOMING ADULT ED 

SPEAKERS 
 

Saturday, February 15 at 9:30 am 

Rabbi Mordecai Schwartz 

Rewriting the Talmud 

 

Friday, March 21 at 7:30 pm 

Hazzan Nancy Abramson 

Cantors of the Future 

 

Saturday, April 12 at 9:30 am 

Professor Pat Henry 

Who Rescued Jews in France  

 

Friday, May 30 at 7:30 pm 

Professor Ken Moss 

Polish Perspectives in the 1930s  
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THE MIDDLESEX MEDICAL GROUP 

Richard  B. Bullock, M.D., F.A.C.P. 
Diplomate  American Board of Internal Medicine and Geriatrics 

 

Anne Alliegro, RN, ANP-C 
Nurse Practitioner  

 

 225 May St., Suite E, Edison 732-661-2020 
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Sales Phone: 732-548-9191 

Fax Phone: 732-548-9759 

 

 

 

 

 

Discounted 

Sales & Service 

Service Phone: 

732-548-9394 

 

 

 

 

 

551 Middlesex Ave 

Metuchen, NJ 

10 MAIN STREET 732-634-8500    
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 732-634-1521 
800-729-0582 Fax:  732-750-0120 

MEMORIAL CENTER 

HAIMM 

Commercial Litigation, Collections & Bankruptcy 

Nationwide 

SAMUEL & JOY GRAFTON 

POPPER & GRAFTON  -  ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 

225 West 34th Street  

Suite 2209 

New York, NY 10122-1600 

MONUMENTS FOR 
ALL CEMETERIES The Miller 

Ballroom 

at Neve Shalom 

732-548-2238 

President 

CENTRAL TRAVEL 
FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

ANN FRANK 

TEL (908) 486-0430 
FAX (908) 486-4190 

email centraltravelnj@att.net 

ALAN B. GOLDBERG, D.D.S., LLC 
 

MEDIPLEX, SUITE 303 
98 JAMES STREET 
EDISON, NJ  08820 

 
  

TEL (732) 494-7767 
FAX (732) 494-6240 

COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE  
& IMPLANT DENTISTRY 

212-290-2630  

Cosmetic & Restorative  

Dentistry 
 

DAVID FRECHTMAN, D.M.D 
 

TEL: (732) 548-8600 

MEDIPLEX SUITE 303 

98 JAMES STREET 

EDISON, NJ  08820 

GOLDSTEIN 

FUNERAL CHAPEL  INC. 

We value the dignity and the sanctity 

of the Jewish soul and we uphold and 

maintain reverence for the Jewish 

tradition 

Exclusively Jewish Operated 

Conveniently Located 

Large Chapels 

Martin Goldstein, Mgr. 

N.J. Lic. 4025 

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison 

732-777-0032 

Sansone Auto Network 
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