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By Gerald Zelizer

Conservative Movement Success Story

M

any of us have read accounts of the
“Pew Study” which reported on the
status of American Jewry. Some of the findings regarding Conservative Judaism were not
rosy. However, if one reads the study closely
there were other positive signs about Conservative Judaism – i.e. the tradition and
change approach to Judaism (as contrasted
with some of our Conservative institutions)
which were not obvious in the sound bites:
 The data describing self-identified Conservative Jews reflects steadiness, rather
than decline, when compared with the
similar study of American Jewry in 2000.
For example, of those self-identified
Conservative Jews, 98% say they are
proud to be Jewish; 93% feel that being
Jewish is “important” in their lives; 83%
have some Jewish friends; 97% regard
Israel as a “important part of being Jewish.”; 56% have been to Israel at least
once; 50% currently belong to a congregation. Most importantly 88% of those
Jews are raising their children as “Jewish
by religion.” 30% of those children currently attend day school, with another
50% receiving Jewish supplemental education. 80% participate in a seder; 76%
fast on Yom Kippur, etc.
 Surely the absolute number of selfidentified Conservative Jews in the “Pew
Study” is less than 2,000, but it has not
plummeted, as erroneously reported.
The total number is 1,150,000 compared
with 1,250,000 in 2000. Why the decline? A colleague of mine in New Jersey,
Rabbi Alan Silverstein, points out two
reasons. Many Conservative synagogues
existed in urban areas that are no longer
viable. Also, many young Jews today in
contrast to 2000 are members of what
have been called the “Odyssey Years” –
young men and women who become
members of synagogues after their personal and career quests are resolved.

That means once marriage ensues, children arrive and the time for Jewish nursery school arises, a substantial number of
these people will join Conservative congregations. I repeat, that not all is rosy,
but it is not as dire as the headlines in
many of the newspapers.
Let me describe to you a specific very
successful aspect of Conservative Judaism. It
may not be meant for all, but it is meant for
more. That is Camp Ramah. Camp Ramah is a
network of about nine camps nationally run by
the Conservative Movement. Its orientation is
not only Jewish but religious in the Conservative sense. It runs a full panoply of summer
camp activities. Many of the Ramah camps
have waiting lists.
We got reports from two of our young
people in Neve Shalom who do attend Camp
Ramah. One is Sophie Rubin (following in the
tradition of her parents Seth and Sheri-Rose
Rubin who attended). She has been at Camp
Ramah in the Poconos for four summers. Sophie finds the camp “engaging and is enchanted”. She loves the Jewish orientation. This includes a short service in the morning with an
Israeli Army teaching self-defense tactics. She
told me she strongly recommends the camp to
her friends because of the social group. She is
very excited to return in 2014 and can’t wait for
Shabbat services on Friday night on the lake.
Benjamin Daniels is another student
who attends Camp Ramah in the Poconos. Ben
has also attended Ramah for four years and

says that what he most likes about Ramah
is “everyone is so welcome there and
Ramah has found the perfect mix between
religion, sports, learning, and activities.” He
adds that “I would recommend Camp
Ramah in the Berkshires to any boy or girl
in Neve Shalom or the Hebrew School. It
won’t matter if you are very religious or nor
religious, whether you are only about
sports or prefer arts and crafts, there are
hundreds of people that attend Ramah and
every single person is completely different.”
Camp Ramah, no different than
most summer camps, is not inexpensive.
But keep in mind that Neve Shalom does
have a Summer Scholarship Fund to encourage worthy applicants to attend such
camps. Application details can be found on
page 7.
Why do I tell you all this? Because
Camp Ramah is one of the unreported success stories of the Conservative Movement.
For those of you who have your own children or grandchildren I encourage you to
think of sending your child there. If you
want further information contact me or the
Hazzan. In the meantime let’s not get too
down on our own Movement. Let’s look
closer underneath the sound bites to the
details of these studies and also applaud
the flagship success of Camp Ramah.
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Building Community at Neve Shalom

N

eve Shalom is actively involved
with building community in many
ways. Together with the JCC, Beth Mordecai & Temple Emanu-El we are running several communal events. The first
is BIBLE FAMILY FUN DAY sponsored by a
grant from Federation to be held here at
Neve Shalom on Sunday, December 22
from 9:00 am to noon. The Bible Players
will be performing at 10:00 am. They are
a comedy duo that has very amusing
skits based on Bible stories. Throughout
the morning there will be arts projects,
singing, computer games, films, food,
puzzles and lots of fun. There is no admission charge and EVERYONE (including
adults without kids) is welcome. Highland Park Conservative Temple is also
part of Bible Family Fun Day activities.
In January, at Temple Emanu-El on
Saturday evening, January 18, rabbis and
cantors from North Middlesex congregations and the JCC will be hosting a night
of study “Fulfilling The Dream: Jewish
Takes on Social Justice.” Reverend Owens of the local Baptist Church will kick
off the evening with Jewish/Christian
Relation Issues. Rabbi Zelizer will be
teaching about Rabbi A. J. Heschel and I
will singing and teaching Jewish songs
that speak about Jewish values and re-

In
Memoriam
Emil Kalfus
our member and
brother of Bernard Kalfus
Molly Newman
mother of Walter Newman
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pairing the world.
Later in the year our joint Purim
Carnival will be at the JCC and in June a
program will be held in Perth Amboy.
As part of the Middlesex County
Jewish community, I co-conduct Mercaz, the Jewish Choir of Central NJ. On
December 15 we will have a concert at
the Stein Residence in Somerset to
which the community is welcome. This
year we are learning many different
settings of Psalms from Baroque to
Rock, Israel to the USA, by many different composers, centuries, languages
and styles. If you like to sing and would
like to join the choir, we meet on Sunday nights in Highland Park.
MULTIPLE MINYAN DAY is a new
way to help Neve Shalom develop community. During the Shabbat morning
service on January 4 people will have
choices of staying in the regular service
or going to different rooms for yoga
with a Jewish twist with Wendy Kushner, Torah Study taught by Steve Gross
or a learners’ Service led by Jeff Schulman. We then will all come together
for Musaf and Kiddush. We thank Wendy Kushner for planning this outstanding event.
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Hebrew School News
O

n December 1, during Hebrew School, children
will visit with residents of Whispering Knolls
Assisted Living, to light the chanukiyah, sing songs
and play Chanukah games. We will need parents to
help transport the kids at this special program. When
they return to school we will have Chanukah activities and treats.
Sunday, December 8 we will have our next Java Nagila program for parents. Sheri Rose Rubin will facilitate a discussion
about anti-bullying in our schools. The free coffee and bagels start
at 9:00 am. All parents are encouraged to join us.
Friday, December 13 the Hebrew School and Nursery School
are joining forces for a Shabbat dinner and Kaballat Tot Shabbat
service. Speak with Martha Mack in the Nursery School office for
more details.
Tuesday evening, December 10, the Annual Barry Miller Program will bring a
special event for our Hebrew High. Amit
Shuker will recreate part of the GADNA
activities which train Israeli soldiers. Our
teens, grades 7-12, are asked to come in
comfortable clothes and sneakers for a
fun, educational and memorable time.
Previous Barry Miller events have included comedian Joel Chasnoff, Jewish Trivia games, and Art Spiegelman speaking about
Jews and comics. This year’s event will be interesting and engaging. All 7th - 12th grade Neve teens are invited even if they do not
attend Hebrew High.
BIBLE FAMILY FUN DAY,
sponsored by a grant from
Federation, will be held here
at Neve Shalom on Sunday,
December 22 from 9:00 am
to noon. The Bible Players
will be performing at 10:00
am. They are a comedy duo
that performs very amusing skits based on Bible stories. Throughout the morning there will be arts projects, singing, computer
games, films, food, puzzles and lots of fun. There is no admission
charge and EVERYONE (including adults without kids) is welcome.
Temple Emanu-El, Beth Mordecai, the JCC and Highland Park Conservative Temple is also part of Bible Family Fun Day activities.
MULTIPLE MINYAN DAY is a new
way to help Neve Shalom develop
community. During the Shabbat
morning service on January 4 people
will have choices of staying in the
regular service or going to different
rooms for yoga with a Jewish twist,
with Wendy Kushner, Torah study
taught by Steve Gross or a learners’
service led by Jeff Schulman. We
then will all come together for Musaf and Kiddush. We thank
Wendy Kushner for planning this outstanding event. Regular services start at 9:30 am and special separate activities begin at 10:15
am.
We hope that many Neve Families will join us often for dynamic and engaging programs, learning, food and fun.

By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

Our trips to the Zoo
and Natural History museum
were great successes.
Check out the smiling faces!!
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Adult Ed News
By Hazzan Sheldon Levin

Please don’t miss this year’s outstanding
Scholar-in-Residence,
Rabbi Burt Visotzky (pictured,
right) on December 6-7. This writer, lecturer and TV personality will
share his views on who wrote the Bible, Continuing
Revelation and that “the sins of Sodom are not
what you think.” Reservations are required for the
catered dinner. The kiddush luncheon is open to
the public. Scholar Benefactors (as of October 30)
include: Amy and Ira Artman, Carol and Kenneth
Bernstein, Flora Cowen, Lawrence Dombrow, Lena
Feld, Sandy Fields, Joy and Sam Grafton, Stephen
Gross and Judy Harrison, Lynne Harrison, Robert
and Sandra Moss, Edna Sherber, Nancy and Stuart
Shlossman, Barbara and Eliot Spack, Benna Brodsky and Frank Thompson. We thank them all every
much and truly appreciate their generosity.
BIBLE FILM FESTIVAL
Save Wednesday evenings in January for three Hollywood films, in English, with Biblical themes. The
January 8 showing features a 1951 film with Gregory Peck and Susan Hayward about David and Bathsheba. January 22 we will show “One Night with the
King” about the Purim story, made in 2006 and
starring Peter O’Toole and Omar Sharif. On January 29, the issue of Levirate Marriage is seen
through the lives of a young, secular doctor whose
Orthodox brother dies in the recent film “Loving
Leah”. All of these films will start at 7:00 pm and
will be hosted by Hazzan Levin.
JANUARY SPEAKER
On Saturday, January 18, Rabbi Kerry Olitzky, one
the country’s leading experts on Interfaith Marriages and other outreach programs will be at Neve
Shalom. His talk is entitled “The Most Important
Mitzvah: Welcoming the Stranger”. Rabbi Olitzky is
the director of the Jewish Outreach Institute and
the author of almost one hundred Jewish books. He
is a very engaging speaker and will certainly have us
thinking about the changing demographics of
American Jewry and will share very interesting,
timely and important information.
RABBI’S NEXT SEMESTER
Rabbi Zelizer’s class on “The Talmud: Why Is It Important If We Have the Bible” will begin on Sunday
December 15 at 10:00 am. (This date is different
from the date published in the Ad Ed brochure).

The glow of the sun setting on Friday
afternoons is like nothing else, especially in the holiest city in the world,
Jerusalem. Shabbat in Jerusalem is a
transformation, as it was meant to be,
from the weekday to the day of rest.
In Jerusalem this transformation is
tangible but can also be felt in the
atmosphere which is what makes
Shabbat there so pleasurable.
By Jennifer Greenberg
This past summer I embarked on
USY’s Eastern Europe Israel Pilgrimage.
I had the unique opportunity of spending Shabbat in Prague, Krakow, and Poriyah in the North of Israel. All were interesting experiences but without question my Shabbatot in Jerusalem were where
I felt the spirit of Israel and its connection to Judaism.
The special feeling starts as early as Friday morning. The 45 teens in my
group set out early to Ben Yehudah Street and the slightly less touristy Machaneh Yehudah Shuk, or market, to get Shabbat shopping taken care of. Popular
purchases included Kosher gummies and chocolate and cinnamon rugelach from
the acclaimed bakery Marzipan. Before our first trip to the Shuk we were warned
that it might be tight and slightly crazy because everyone in Jerusalem was preparing for Shabbat. And crazy it was. We adopted the motto “push or be pushed”
and secured our snacks for the following 24 hours.
We returned back to our base at Agron Street, located five minutes from
the old city and ten minutes from the Shuk, to shower and beautify ourselves.
During this time I always took a personal moment to go on the roof and watch
the city shut down as cars got off the roads and shops closed. Once we were all
ready we were sure to take a few minutes to capture pictures in front of the
beautiful Jerusalem stone. Then, as the sun set, we set out to an overlook of
Jerusalem by the historical Yemin Moshe windmill to daven the tune-filled Kabbalat Shabbat. On the way we kept our ears open for the siren that signified the
start of Shabbat.
It was during this walk that I understood why Shabbat in Jerusalem is so
special. We made a point to say “Shabbat shalom” to the many tourists and natives walking in a similar fashion in their nice clothes. They always returned our
greeting with nice words of their own. The unspoken connection between the
many types of people walking the streets of Jerusalem on Friday night is something that can’t be found anywhere else, even in Israel. It was the same feeling I
felt on Saturday morning during my walk to shul when I would see men walking
the stone paved streets in their tallitot, a sight that is unique to Jerusalem.
Regarding the services themselves during Shabbat, I exposed myself to as
many different experiences as I could. One week I attended a shul in a nook off of
a side street called the Etzel/Lechi Synagogue which is home to descendants of
members of those fighting groups. The next week I tried out Shira Chadasha, an
Orthodox synagogue with a mechitza that allows women to lead services. Our
last Shabbat in Jerusalem I attended a Sephardic synagogue that had intricate
decorations. After every service congregants rushed up to us to ask where we
were from and how our trip was going.
The spirituality of the city for me was not about the history of the Jewish
people or God necessarily. It was about the people at the synagogues, the people
on the street, and the people in the Shuk who sold me challot. It seemed that
they all got it. They all understood the transformation of Shabbat and managed
to make it special every week when it came. My Shabbat and time around the
rest of Israel were pleasurable, but the conglomeration of Israelis and tourists
like me ready to take on the spirit of Shabbat on the backdrop of Jerusalem
stone was what made Shabbat in Jerusalem the best. I’m so grateful that the
Suzy Schwartz Memorial Scholarship allowed me to connect spiritually to Jerusalem during my trip to Israel.

Shabbat
In
Jerusalem

Jennifer Greenberg is a senior at
Golda Och Academy in West Orange, New Jersey.
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Called to the Torah
A

By Flora Cowen

About her other interests and spare time activities, Shira tells us: “I love to sing, and to help at animal shelters; my
school has lots of animals (therapy dogs), and I enjoy being
with them. I collect snow globes from vacations from all
over. I like to watch TV to relax, play outside and go to movies. I like to act in school plays, and camp plays. I look up to
my sister, and my brother is hilarious!”
In travels with her family, she has visited Israel, Florida,
Canada, Washington, DC, and Virginia Beach.
Shira supports several mitzvah projects: “My ongoing
mitzvah projects are helping at the Woodbridge Animal
Shelter, raising money for the Weizmann Institute for Diabetes Research, raising money for The Lewis School through
my summer beach ‘Cookies for a Cure and Lemonade for
Lewis’ stand, and participating in the Friendship Circle's Mini
Chefs through the Princeton Chabad. I also helped at Union
Beach after hurricane Sandy.”

t the Mincha/Maariv service on Saturday, November 16, Shira Eliana Hersch, the
daughter of Julie and Jonathan
Hersch, became a bat mitzvah.
Shira’s brother Ben and
her sister Rebecca joined in the
celebration, along with Grandma Sue and PopPop Al Lipson
from Philadelphia, PA; Zayde
(Howard) and Joan Hersch from
Langhorne, PA; Grandma Ema
(Edith) and PopPop Bill Allen
from Monroe Township, NJ; Aunt Adina and Uncle Baruch
Feldstern and cousins Dov, Hillel, Danit, Maayan, and Noga,
all from Israel; cousins Yonaton and Liz and Yishai and Gila
Feldstern from Omaha, NE; Aunt Linda and Uncle Bruce Englebaugh from New Hope, PA; and Aunt Avra and Uncle Elie
and cousins Tamar, Arielle, and Noah Gordis from Manhattan.
Shira is a student in the middle school at The Lewis
School in Princeton, where her favorite subjects are math, art
and social studies.
She participates in cross country, cheer, and will be doing
track and field, all for The Lewis School. "I also dance and ride
horses.”

A

enjoys most are “Dr. Who” and anything from the “Star
Trek” franchise. He has also seen most episodes of “Myth
Busters” and many programs on the Discovery channel.
Quite often you will find Asher sharing his bed or lap with
one of his three cats; Mazel, Samson and Benjamin.
As far as travel pursuits outside his home state of
New Jersey, Asher has been to many places in New York,
Pennsylvania and Washington DC. He has been lucky
enough to travel via cruise ship to both Canada and Bermuda and hopes to go cruising again soon. He finds that the
best part of being on a ship is exploring every nook and
cranny alongside his brother Justin and then retiring to the
stateroom to order from room service as often as possible!
For his mitzvah project Asher is researching ways to
provide technology to those who would not otherwise have
access to it.

sher Noah Thurer, son of
Mindy Paris-Thurer and
Stuart Thurer z”l will be ascend
the bima as a bar mitzvah on
Shabbat morning, December 14.
Relatives including older brother
Justin, grandparents, aunts,
uncles and cousins will join his
Neve Shalom family to bring
extra joy to this special day.
Asher is a 7th grade student at Herbert Hoover Middle
School in Edison.
He has a
keen and curious mind for all
things technology and is the “go-to” person for friends and
family when it comes to troubleshooting any of their computer-related challenges. Asher is patient and exacting when
providing help for anyone who asks. Not surprisingly, his preferred subjects at Herbert Hoover are science and tech ed.
Asher spends his leisure time listening to music, enjoying his friends and doing research or playing games on his
laptop.
When he chooses to watch television, the series Asher
5
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MESSAGE FROM THE NEVE SHALOM
RABBINIC SEARCH COMMITTEE

N

eve Shalom has recently formed a Rabbinic Search Committee. The primary
mission of this Committee is to identify a
rabbinical candidate to replace Rabbi Zelizer
upon his retirement. Below, please find an
“FAQ” statement that discusses some of the
particulars of the Committee’s work.
The Search Committee expects to provide the congregation with regular updates as
the process proceeds. However, we strongly
encourage two-way communications: meaning, that we invite each of you to share your
input with one or more Committee members
on an ongoing basis. Together, we are confident that our community will grow even
stronger as a result of our efforts.

NEVE SHALOM RABBINIC SEARCH:
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
When is Rabbi Zelizer retiring?
Rabbi Zelizer is retiring on August 31, 2015.
How will our new Rabbi be selected?
A Rabbinic Search Committee composed of
congregation members will, after a rigorous
assessment and search process, recommend a
candidate for approval to the Board of Directors.
Who are the members of the Search Committee?
The members are: Andrea Colby, Julius Feinson, Debra Hirsch, Wendy Kushner, Audrey
Napchen, Steven Schneider, Jeffrey Schulman
and David Yellin. Jonathan Greenberg is chairing the Committee, and Nancy Shlossman, as
President, will serve as an ex-officio member.

How was the Search Committee selected?
Nancy and Jonathan selected a mix of members who are representative of the congregation as a whole, who will thoughtfully assess
the congregation’s priorities for a new Rabbi,
who will ask probing questions of candidates,
and who will present our community positively to potential candidates.
I would like to be involved in the process of
putting a new Rabbi in place. Is there a way
for me to do that?
Yes. In fact, there are several ways to do so.
First, all congregants can and should provide
their input on the congregation’s strengths,
values and priorities to help guide the Search
Committee. This input can be provided orally,
through the ongoing Community Conversations and through conversations with any
member of the Search Committee, and/or in
writing through a survey that the Search
Committee expects will be sent to the entire
congregation in 2014. Additionally, the
Search Committee expects to invite at least
two “finalist” candidates to spend a weekend
with our community, and so everyone will
have the opportunity to assess and provide
the Search Committee with feedback on
those candidates. Finally, it is likely that there
will be a separate Rabbinic Transition Committee to assist with acclimating the new
Rabbi once s/he arrives.
Is there a “job description” for the new
Rabbi?
There is not a job description as such. However, the Search Committee will be considering

the following roles of a Rabbi, among other
things: mara d’atra (religious authority), pastor, teacher, administrator, social activist,
social exemplar/role model, visionary leader,
community personage, worship leader, spiritual guide, fundraiser, employee, working
scholar, and community builder.
What is Neve Shalom’s position on diversity
in relation to hiring a new Rabbi?
We will be proactive in considering candidates of different genders, generations, sexual orientations and backgrounds.
How will Rabbinical candidates become
aware of the pulpit opening at Neve Shalom,
such that they can determine whether to
apply for the position?
The Search Committee will complete a congregational questionnaire from the Rabbinical
Assembly that provides an in-depth picture of
our community, on topics such as congregational mission, demographics, strengths, challenges, religious life, programming, education
programming and finances. This completed
questionnaire will then be made available to
potential candidates by the Rabbinical Assembly.
How will Neve Shalom become aware of
Rabbinical candidates?
The Joint Placement Commission for the Conservative Movement, a partnership of the
Jewish Theological Seminary, the Ziegler
School of Rabbinic Studies, the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (of which
Neve Shalom is a member congregation), and
the Rabbinical Assembly, will forward re(Continued on page 7)

Neve Shalom would like to thank the following people for chanting Torah in the
month of October: T=Teen, JR=Junior
Rebecca Barabas .............. T 1
Ronald Becker................... 3
Elliot Bonus ....................... 1
Jennifer Bullock ................ 1
Matthew Daniels .............. T 1
Lawrence Dombrow ......... 9
Susan Edelstein ................. 1
Mike Friederwitzer ........... 2
Joey Geardino ................... T 1
Spencer Geardino ............. T 1
Ted Geardino .................... T 1
Sam Gilbert ....................... 1
Seth Gleaner ..................... T 1
Rosalie Green ................... 1

Rachel Hirsch .................... T 1
Yaffa Kornsgold ................. T 1
Ariella Kushner ................. T 3
Michael Kushner ............... 1
Wendy Kushner ................ 1
Hayley Nagelberg ............. T 1
Mindy Paris-Thurer ........... 1
Daniel Rosenfield .............. T 1
Mark Rosenfield ............... 8
Michele Rosenfield ........... 11
Cathy Salamon .................. 1
Rachel Scales .................... 1
Brett Schildkraut ............... 4
David Schildkraut .............. T 2
6

Debbie Schildkraut ............1
Stacey Sern ........................1
Danielle Stein ....................T 1
Stephen Traum ..................9
Tyler Viezel ........................1
Ashrei
Josh Friederwitzer .............JR
Maya Kushner ...................JR
Haftarah
Joey Geardino ...................T
Spender Geardino .............T
Ariella Kushner ..................T
Danielle Stein ....................T
Eric Steinbach ....................T
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“View from the Pew”
is Encouraging at Neve Shalom
By Eliot G. Spack

I

n recent weeks
our Anglo-Jewish
newspapers
have
devoted much ink
and many columns
to an analysis of the
Pew Report (A Portrait of Jewish Americans). Many observers cite a declining interest in Jewish religious activity and particularly reduced affiliation in the Conservative Movement as signals
of despair. These same findings were apparently part of extensive conservations at the
recent United Synagogue for Conservative
Judaism Biennial Convention in Baltimore.
And, yet, in the face of these serious
alerts about our future, our congregants
were presented with a remarkable display of
counter-evidence on the weekend of October 26-28. It was at this time that Neve Shalom hosted the Leadership Training Institute
of the Hagalil Region of USY. More than one
hundred teens from various Conservative
congregations in New Jersey came to our
community to celebrate Shabbat together
and to sharpen their leadership skills. One
could not have helped but be inspired by the
spirit and commitment displayed by these

young people. In direct contrast to what
many analysts have been reporting about
teens being ego-centric and self-centered,
the teens we were observed revealed remarkable Jewish values and a desire to raise
the quality of Jewish life. Many of the families who hosted some of our teen visitors at
their homes made a point of reporting to me
how impressed they were with their maturity
and outlook.
These teens took on the roles of conducting our Shabbat services and they executed these functions with dignity and precision—davening, reading Torah/Haftarah and
delivering several Divrei Torah. It was difficult
not to be impressed. And, of course, we were
truly delighted and proud to see the leadership roles displayed by the Neve Shalom USYers. Kol hakavod to all of them!
We offer our kudos to all Neve Shalom
folks who serve our youth community—our
lay committee and our advisers. Special
thanks to Stacey Sern who handled a great
many of the logistical preparations related to
housing, meals and other tasks. While the
Pew Report’s finding cannot be ignored, it
was indeed a wholesome and welcome revelation to see first-hand a response which
offers a more positive outlook. (For more on
the Pew Report, see page one)

Scholarships for
Jewish Summer
Experiences
A limited amount of funds are available
through Neve Shalom scholarship
funds for partial scholarships to summer programs with Jewish content
such as Camp Ramah and USY on
Wheels. Most of the money is provided
by the Ohev Shalom Endowment, and
smaller amounts from the Adolph Levy
Fund. The scholarships are awarded on
the basis of need. In the past, the Susy
Schwartz Memorial Fund has supplemented the scholarships on a year to
year basis.
If you wish to apply, please write a
letter to Rabbi Zelizer with the
amount of tuition involved, how much
of the tuition you can afford, and a
detailed statement of why the request
is being made on the basis of need.
The deadline for applications is January 15, 2014. A committee will consider all requests and applicants will be
notified by February 15, 2014.

RABBINIC SEARCH COMMITTEE
(Continued from page 6)
sumes to the Search Committee. This is the
only available placement mechanism for our
search.

tract by June, 2015; and that the new Rabbi
would begin his/her service on or about September 1, 2015.

What is a rough timetable for the search?
Keeping in mind the Yiddish proverb that
states: “Man plans and G-d laughs,” we currently envision that we would be gathering
congregational input through the ongoing
Community Conversations, through individual
conversations, and through the written survey,
beginning now and during the Winter and
Spring of 2014; that we would be submitting
the congregational questionnaire to the Rabbinical Assembly in the Fall of 2014; that the
Search Committee (and ultimately, the entire
congregation) would be seeing candidates
from the Fall of 2014 through perhaps April,
2015; that the Search Committee would recommend a candidate to the Board of Directors
in or about April, 2015; that the congregation
and the new Rabbi would have a signed con-

How can I keep up to date on the search process?
As mentioned above, the Committee plans to
provide the congregation with regular updates. However, everyone is also encouraged
to reach out to any Search Committee member
for updates.
I have questions that are not addressed
above. To whom can I turn for responses to
those questions?
As to process questions in particular, please
feel free to e-mail Jonathan Greenberg, at
jonathan.greenberg@basf.com. If the question
is not one that lends itself to e-mail communication, you can also telephone Jonathan during business hours at 973-245-7570. More
generally, any Search Committee member will
welcome any questions or comments.
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Join us on Shabbat on December 7
as we celebrate the following birthdays with a special blessing from the
Rabbi and cupcakes at lunch!

Abigail Brinen
Rachel Dobbs
Sabrina Howitt
Logan Schuetz
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We Gratefully Acknowledge
and thank the following generous contributors to our funds:
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
In Memory Of ............................................... From
Fannye Silberman .......................................... Rosanne Silberman and family
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Walter Newman
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Donna Coen O'Gorman
Lee Dobowitz ................................................ Robert and Judith Zaretsky
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Marc and Gail Bressler
Harry Gelber .................................................. Morris and Yetta Gelber
Hy Farer ......................................................... Frumet and Dave Sachs
Yahrzeit ......................................................... David and Martin Hoffman
Dave Rubin .................................................... Alma Rubin
Barry Miller ................................................... Gail Schuetz
Sidney Tessler................................................ Diane and Sonny Dershowitz
...................................................................... Abe and Diane Dershowitz
Esther Lechman ............................................. Yetta and Morris Gelber
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Sandra Moss
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Donna Kibbel
Florence Spector ........................................... Sandra and Joseph Goldberg
Simon Schoenbrun ........................................ Ruth Candeub
Bennett Greenhouse ..................................... Beverly and Stephan Perry
Leon Greenhouse .......................................... Beverly and Stephan Perry
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Frances Drescher
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Marc and Gail Bressler
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Michael and Florine Kaplan
Ruth Ehrlich ................................................... Florine and Michael Kaplan and Family
Ruth Levandor ............................................... Kitty Haberman
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Ellis and Marilyn Taffet
Yetta Grodzicki .............................................. Gladys Leibowitz
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Lena Feld
Joseph Feldman............................................. Rita Rosen
Rosa Rosen .................................................... Rita Rosen
Emil Kalfus ..................................................... Sue and Alan Horwitz
Morton Braunstein ........................................ Sue and Alan Horwitz
Evelyn Braunstein .......................................... Sue and Alan Horwitz
Max Glick....................................................... Elaine and Jerry Glick
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Phyllis Goldblatt
Ner Tamid Fund
In Honor Of ................................................... From
Geardino Family, bar mitzvah
of the twins ................................................... Edna Sherber
In Memory Of ............................................... From
Mildred Loewenthal ...................................... Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Rose Rand ..................................................... Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
Rubin Cohen .................................................. Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
...................................................................... Sandra Fields
...................................................................... Goodie and Arline Mollen
Pauline Rose .................................................. Stanley and Marilyn Loewenthal
...................................................................... Sandra Fields
Harry Fields ................................................... Sandra Fields
Emanuel Shultz .............................................. Abraham and Gail Adler
Stewart Hutt .................................................. Robert and Patricia Sofka
Hy Farer ......................................................... Stacey and Jonathan Greenberg
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Edward and Marian Szteinbaum
Emil Kalfus ..................................................... Edna Sherber

In Memory Of ............................................... From
Rubin Cohen .................................................. Deborah and Bruce Greenberg
...................................................................... Nancy and Reuven Kaswin
Prayerbook
In Memory Of ............................................... From
Emil Kalfus ..................................................... The Schildkraut Family
Simon & Yvonne Hayat Education Fund
In Memory Of ............................................... From
Yahrzeit ......................................................... Lena Feld
Barry Miller Fund
In Memory Of ............................................... From
Barry Miller ................................................... Gail Schuetz
Max Roller Library
In Memory Of ............................................... From
Stewart Hutt .................................................. Mr. and Mrs. Fred Schoenfeld
Kiddish Kitty Fund
In Memory of ................................................ From
Florence Spector ........................................... Sandra and Joseph Goldberg

Individuals who have recently contributed to the
Kiddush Kitty:
Kitty Haberman
Bernie Kalfus
Roxana Peck

Davene Dultz
Sidney Krane

Thank you!!
Please considering making a donation to support
Kiddush luncheon on Shabbat!

To inquire about the various ways to honor or
remember loved ones, please contact the Neve
Shalom office at 732-548-2238.

Misheberach Fund
In Memory Of ............................................... From
Rubin Cohen .................................................. Monica and Adam Chusid
Susy Schwartz Memorial Fund
In Honor Of ................................................... From
Sue and Alan Horwitz,
belated mazel tov on
Marc and Rachel's Wedding. We wish
them a lifetime of love and happiness........... Susan and Ben Lass
Rena Kallman on a well-deserved honor ....... The Schildkraut Family
Ron Becker on a well-deserved honor ........... The Schildkraut Family
In Memory Of ............................................... From
Rubin Cohen .................................................. Rena and David Kallman
Education Fund .............................................
In Memory Of ............................................... From
Bertha Ross ................................................... Barbara and Allen Luster
Youth Fund ...................................................
In Honor Of ................................................... From
Geardino Family,
Joey and Spencer's b'nai mitzvah .................. Stacey and Jonathan Greenberg
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Sales Phone: 732-548-9191
Fax Phone: 732-548-9759

Service Phone:
732-548-9394

Discounted
Sales & Service

551 Middlesex Ave
Metuchen, NJ

Hours by Appointment

THE MIDDLESEX MEDICAL GROUP
Richard B. Bullock, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Diplomate American Board of Internal Medicine and Geriatrics

Susan C. Simon, M. D.
Anne Alliegro, RN, ANP-C
Nurse Practitioner

225 May St., Suite E, Edison

732-661-2020

Thomas Peoples
Sales Consultant
Direct: 732.815.2212
Cell: 732.991.4884
90-100 Route 1
Avenel, NJ 07001

New
Used
Toyota
Scion Nissan Hyundai
Mazda
Ford
Chrysler
Jeep
Dodge
Ram
tpeoples@optonline.net
www.sansoneauto.com

ANN FRANK

The Miller
Ballroom

President

CENTRAL TRAVEL

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Sansone Auto Network

HAIMM

MONUMENTS FOR
ALL CEMETERIES

MEMORIAL CENTER

at Neve Shalom

TEL (908) 486-0430
FAX (908) 486-4190

732-548-2238

email centraltravelnj@att.net

Cosmetic & Restorative
Dentistry
DAVID FRECHTMAN, D.M.D
TEL: (732) 548-8600
MEDIPLEX SUITE 303
98 JAMES STREET
EDISON, NJ 08820
ALAN B. GOLDBERG, D.D.S., LLC
MEDIPLEX, SUITE 303
98 JAMES STREET
EDISON, NJ 08820

COSMETIC, RESTORATIVE
& IMPLANT DENTISTRY

Kia

GOLDSTEIN
FUNERAL CHAPEL INC.
We value the dignity and the sanctity
of the Jewish soul and we uphold and
maintain reverence for the Jewish
tradition
Exclusively Jewish Operated
Conveniently Located
Large Chapels
Martin Goldstein, Mgr.
N.J. Lic. 4025

TEL (732) 494-7767
FAX (732) 494-6240

2015 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison
732-777-0032
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10 MAIN STREET
WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
800-729-0582

732-634-8500
732-634-1521
Fax: 732-750-0120

Commercial Litigation, Collections & Bankruptcy
Nationwide
SAMUEL & JOY GRAFTON
POPPER & GRAFTON - ATTORNEYS AT LAW
225 West 34th Street
Suite 2209
New York, NY 10122-1600

212-290-2630

Neve Shalom Bulletin

December 2013

Neve Shalom
Jewish Community Center

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ
PERMIT NO. 40030

250 Grove Avenue
Metuchen, NJ 08840
732-548-2238

Dated Material - Please Expedite

Tevet 5774
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