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Supplemental Comments and Discussion Items 
 
1.  Rabbi Sacks cites the enlightening example of a Muslim-Israeli paramedic, Muawiya Kabha, 
who spoke at the Jewish wedding of a groom and bride.  He told the guests at the wedding that 
he had met the bride ten years earlier when he saved her life.  As he concluded his wedding 
talk, he said, "So I am here to tell Shachar, 'Thank you.'  Usually, the people we save tell us 
'Thank you.'  I want to tell you 'Thank you.' . . .I am able to continue my work because of 
you.  Because I saved your body.  But you saved my soul."  
 
Question:  How does this selfless act instruct us?  Is this an ideal toward which moral people 
should strive?  Is this so unusual that we can only become sad when we think that we cannot 
reach this level of moral response? 
 
2.  Rabbi Sacks is optimistic about the future for morality.  He writes: [The future] promises to 
restore to human relationships the compassion and grace, the mutuality and faithfulness that 
the Hebrew Bible saw as a lasting ideal" (p. 306). 
One of the core Rabbinic texts of which I am reminded comes from the Babylonian Talmud, 
South 14A:  "Follow the LORD your GOD" (Deuteronomy 13:5). . . Is it possible for a mortal to 
follow GOD's presence?  The verse means to teach us that we should follow the attributes of 
the HOLY ONE.  As GOD clothes the naked, you should clothe the naked.  As GOD visited the 
sick; you should visit the sick The HOLY ONE comforted those who mourned; you should 
comfort those who mourn . . . 
 
Question:  How could GOD's example be instructive to us?  In order to be moral people, should 
we be asking the question:  "What would GOD do?  Remember in Deuteronomy we are told to 
do that which is good and upright.  How should that verse guide us? 
 
3.  How does the concept of human dignity influence our morality?  The Mishnah in tractate 
Sanhedrin teaches that humankind began with one person to indicate that every person has 
innate dignity as a creation of GOD.  How does this awareness shape our thinking? 
 
4.  Rabbi Sacks quotes Sir Moses Montefiore, "We are worth what we are willing to share with 
others."  How might we use this notion to distribute resources in a more equitable 
fashion?  How does tithing our assets affect the distribution of assets? 
 
5.  Rabbi Sacks advocates movement from "I" to "We."  Should we note already be aware of 
that tendency since most of our prayers are composed in first person plural/we language?  How 
does the requirement for a minyan contribute to our sense of "we?" 
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