
 July 15, 2022 

8300 Meadowbrook Lane, Chevy Chase, MD 20815     301-589-3880     www.ohrkodesh.org 
 

Extending OKC COVID-19 Vaccine Mandate to those 6 months through 4 
Years Old 
 

Given the FDA emergency authorization of COVID-19 vaccines for children from 6 months to 4 
years old, Ohr Kodesh will be extending the vaccine requirement to this age group. This policy 
expansion is in coordination with the OKC Health Advisory Committee (OKC-HAC) and the 
OKC Executive Committee.  The CDC and other branches of federal, state and local 
governments recommend this vaccine for this age group. 
 
With the different protocols for different vaccines, the policy will start with the requirement 
that the first dose be administered prior to August 31, 2022 for those medically 
eligible.  For students in the ECC, there will be more information sent on submitting 
documentation and other timelines.  For non-ECC children, verification will be based on the 
recently adopted self-certification system.  Please note that many other area Jewish 
preschools are following the same mandate although timelines for implementation may vary. 
 
The OKC-HAC recommended this vaccine extension for this age group because the test data 
indicate it to be safe, and very effective in raising antibodies against COVID-19.  The risks 
associated with the vaccine are, in general, significantly less than risks of not being 
vaccinated.  Again, benefits of vaccines are for the individual as well as those the individual 
interacts with and can mitigate the spread of the virus. 
 
For those parents who have further questions and concerns about the vaccine, the OKC-HAC 
will hold an Information / Q&A session on Wednesday July 27 at 8:00 PM on Zoom.  Our 
Health Advisory Committee consists of capable medical professionals, among them, a medical 
oncologist researching vaccines, and a pediatrician, and we are fortunate to be able to draw 
upon their expertise. Please note this is not a forum to debate OKC policies, but an information 
session on COVID-19 vaccines with a focus on this newly eligible age group. 
 
If you have questions you want to be addressed at this session, you can email them in 
advance to Ari Blumenthal. 
 
With this new vaccination advancement, it allows one more tool to control the severity and 
spread of this virus.   
 
Thank you for your understanding. 
Ari Blumenthal, OKC 3rd VP, OKC Health Advisory Committee Member 

 

 


