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Dear Abigail...  
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At the Shabbat outdoor minyan, four-year old Abigail Phillips tells me, “Fishman Rabbi [an 

accurate quote] said I was outstanding!” “You are outstanding!” I reply. I later learn from her dad, 
Noah Phillips, that Rabbi Fishman had sent an email to him after Noah had been on minyan duty, 

where Abigail had participated on Zoom for the morning minyan. “Boker Tov,” she would 

enthusiastically shout, making  

our days a whole lot better. The Shabbat after daughter and father had participated in the morning 
minyan, Noah brought Abigail over to me so we could share our Shabbat shaloms face- to-face. 

Although I’d like to believe that Abigail and I would have developed a relationship even if the 

deadly coronavirus had never appeared, the fact that we met on Zoom hastened the process.  

This story is important to me because it gives you a window into the leader that I intend to be for 
the next two years. I believe that there is nothing more important than our relation- ships to each 

other, and I promise that I will try to act in a way that shows that. You exist within the Ohr Kodesh 

community AND you are an individual. Both are precious. I will strive to bring them together and 
act with derekh eretz, proper behavior, hoping that others will, as well.  

I want to hear and learn from you. To that end, I will set up a weekly Monday morning Zoom 

session through an appointment system so that you will have the opportunity to connect with me 

on topics of concern to you. (Of course, I am open to communication throughout the week, but you 
will know that you can always get me on Monday morning!)  

We have challenges and opportunities ahead: transition- ing from Rabbi Lyle Fishman to our new 

rabbi, Rabbi Corey Helfand; coming out of a pandemic and back into the synagogue building; 

figuring out what we learned from COVID and how that will change our business model in the 
broadest and most granular terms; growing our membership; growing our financial base; bringing 

our AV and technology up to state of the art as a result of the generous Lerner - Cohen - 

Tanenbaum Family gift; reviewing our governance procedures, and evaluating our formal and 

informal educational offerings. I know I didn’t include your favorite item on the “to do list”- let me 
know what it is.  

One item on my list, “growing our membership,” refers not just to adding numbers to our roster 

but also means finding out how you want to grow as a member of Ohr Kodesh. I want your 

expertise and your positive experience to flourish within our community.  



  
 

We have had so many members step up during this most difficult year. Many will be recognized at 

our Volunteer  

Recognition events June 7-9. But there are still so many more who have made us the place to be. I 

would be remiss if I didn’t thank the Co-Chairs of the Rabbinical Search Committee, Kim Price and 

Gary Libbin, the Co-Chairs of the Rabbi Transition Committee, Dana Pelzman and Ari Blumenthal, 
the Co-Chairs of the Rabbi’s Retirement Year, Trudy Jacobson and Chuck Fax, the Honorary Co-

Chairs of the Gala, Judy and Mark Lerner, the Co-Chairs of the Gala, Harriet and Phil Schulman, 

Elley and Bob Kott, and all of the MEMBERS who participated in those efforts. And a huge THANK 

YOU to the chairs and members of the standing committees and Task Force efforts that are 
ongoing. Forgive me (and tell me!) if I left you out.  

This is where everyone stands up: I want to thank Seth Yoskowitz for the outstanding job he did as 

President of OKC over the last two years. Kudos to Seth for his compassion, insights, creativity and 
steadfastness, during the worst two years of Ohr Kodesh’s history, surviving a pandemic. He deftly 

navigated the most difficult of times with grace, love, and leadership. KOL HAKAVOD!  

We must not forget that our staff, too, has helped keep us together. Rabbi Fishman, Cantor 

Labovitz, Joanie Smeltz, Jerry Kiewe and their respective teams have managed to connect us 
spiritually while we have been physically apart. Thank you!  

Finally, to Abigail: I look forward to seeing you at the out- door minyan, and, at some point, TBD, 

inside the building.  

 

 


