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A SPECIAL REQUEST FROM RABBI CHAITOVSKY 
This Sunday, I will be traveling east to see my parents, in person, for  the first 
time in 15 months. I am truly blessed and overjoyed to be able  to do so. I am 
worried about our daily minyan, though. We struggle  mightily to keep minyan 
going - and I am proudly  part of that effort almost every day. We have people 
saying kaddish who  are relying on our minyan. I am asking members of our 
shul who are  ready to return to shul to make a commitment to join the daily 
minyan on  one or two mornings over the next 10 days. I  am asking current 
minyan regulars to commit to one or two additional  mornings, as well.When I 
wrote last week that it's time to return to shul, I was thinking not only of 
Shabbat  services, but of weekday minyan, as well. Please support our daily 
minyan! God bless each of you. Thank you.

Rabbi Chaitovsky



FROM THE RABBI
This Shabbat is the 5th of Iyar, the actual calendar date when the  modern State of Israel was 
established. This Shabbat is Israel's 73rd  birthday. There were many who saw the reestablishment of 
the State as a  herald of the Messianic Age. Some used the phrase  "ikvot haMashiach - the footsteps of 
Mashiach" to describe the times  back then. Although it was not without controversy, the Prayer for  
Israel recited in many congregations refers to Israel as "reishit  tzemichat geulateinu - the first flowering 
of our (Messianic)  Redemption." The yearning for Mashiach is part and parcel of our daily  prayers and 
even those who do not pray regularly are aware of the famous  words based on Maimonides - "I believe 
with perfect faith in the coming  of Mashiach and even though he may tarry,  I await his arrival every 
day."

We are also enmeshed in the period known as "sefirat haomer - the  counting of the Omer." Among 
other things, we mark the death of  thousands of Rabbi Akiva's students - many of whom were scholars 
in  their own right. The Talmud in Yevamot 62b tells us that they  died "shelo nahagu kavod zeh bazeh - 
they did not treat one another  honorably." Scholars and students alike have struggles to understand 
how  these followers of Rabbi Akiva, who taught that "love your neighbor as  yourself " was one of the 
Torah's big ideas,  could have ignored that teaching. But, apparently, they did.

What did that look like, though? What did they do? How did they act dishonorably?

Breishit Rabba says that the students were "stingy" with one another. But  what kind of stinginess might 
lead to such widespread death? The Meam  Loez explains that this means that they "refused to share 
their Torah  insights with each other." But why would that happen? What kept the  creative and brilliant 
students of Rabbi Akiva from  sharing their Torah?

I have an idea that I have thought about for a long time. I cannot  "prove"  my contention but I have a 
theory about their stinginess. From the  perspective of early Jewish law, Torah insights were considered 
public  domain. It did not matter whether Rabbi Akiva or Rabbi Eliezer or Ben  Bag Bag was the 
"originator " of a particular insight.  The goal of spreading Torah far and wide was primary and there was 
no  "copyright" per se on Torah, at least not back then. At the same time,  we are told that "one who 
attributes a (Torah) thought to its author,  can bring redemption to the world." It is proper  to attribute 
sayings to their originators. It is common sense to do so.

Perhaps the students of Rabbi Akiva were stingy with their Torah because  they thought that their fellow 
students would "take credit" for an  insight shared with him and would not see fit to attribute it to its  
originator. They were scared that their Torah would be plagiarized. The  Talmud speaks of 12,000 "pairs" 
of students - clearly  each student had a partner with whom he studied and interacted.  Questions were 
raised and answers - bold, creative, and even radical -  were formulated. Formulated, but not shared - 
out of fear that their  intellectual "property" would be misappropriated.

We can only theorize about this - but imagine the Torah that was kept from  the world! If each of those 
students was secure in the knowledge that  their insights and commentary would be respected and 
properly attributed  - perhaps Rabbi Akiva's support for Bar Kochba as Mashiach would have  turned out 
to be correct! The attributions  would have brought redemption to the world. Sadly that did not happen.

Even with the State of Israel a blessed reality for us, redemption is still  elusive. It may very well be the 
"first flowering of redemption" but it  is up to us to water and tend to those flowers so that the age of  
Mashiach can become another blessed reality in partnership with the  Medinat/Eretz Yisrael.

Happy birthday, Israel!

Shabbat shalom!



FRIDAY AND SHABBAT
APRIL 16-17/IYAR 4-5
Candle Light ing: 7:22 pm

There will be no 6:00 pm Musical Kabbalat Shabbat with Rabbi and Cantor this week

Join us inst ead for  a 6:30 pm  special Fr iday night  Kabbalat  Shabbat  in person or  
via Zoom  f rom  our  Sanct uary led by our  Bar  Mit zvah t h is week, Yonat an 
Neust adt . CLICK HERE for  Zoom  or  CLICK HERE  t o regist er  for  in person. 

Shachar it  begins at  10:00am  in t he Sanct uary. Please only com e if  you have 
pre-regist ered. 

For Yonatan's Mitzvah project, he created a magic presentation on YouTube to raise 
funds for healthcare organizations fighting the pandemic: Magen David Adom, Heal 
Initiative, CARE Global Covid-19 Response. He hopes in this way to contribute to a 
healthier tomorrow. You can view and "like" his video by visiting HERE.

8:30 am  in Fisher  Hall (Shaarei Sim cha)
CLICK HERE to register

10:00am  in t he Main Sanct uary
CLICK HERE to register

Yom  Ha'at zm aut                                                                                                                                         
Torah portion ? Tazria-Metzora - Leviticus 12:1-15:33 (ArtScroll 608-635)
Haftarah ? II Kings 7:3-20 (ArtScroll 1172) 

                                                                          
Mini kiddush is sponsored by Rachael Neustadt in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of her son, 
Yonatan. 

Mini kiddush is enhanced by Sammy Hamermesh in honor of "Israel Independence Day." 

Shabbat  Ends: 8:23 pm

If  you are int erest ed in sponsor ing a m ini Kiddush, please cont act  Ilene Rosen 
at  Direct or@bm h-bj.org

FROM THE RABBI

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2853509174
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2853509174
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4eaaaa2fa4f58-shabbat12
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4eaaaa2fa4f58-shabbat12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9WEl8PJ9YI
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4eaaaa2fa4f58-shabbat13
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4eaaaa2fa4f58-shabbat13
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4eaaaa2fa4f58-shabbat12
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4eaaaa2fa4f58-shabbat12


LAG BAOMER IN THE 
PARK- ing l ot

4.29.21 
at  6:00pm

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES AND CLASSES THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK'S MINYAN AND DAVENING SCHEDULE
Next Week's Shacharit in the Main Sanctuary (April 19-April 25, 2021)

Sign up required!

CLICK HERE to register
????
Monday/Thursday 6:30 AM
Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday 6:45 AM                                                                                                        
Sunday 8:30 AM ??

If  you are int erest ed in sponsor ing a Grab & Go Break fast  af t er  daily m inyan, 
please cont act  Ilene at  direct or@bm h-bj.org for  m ore inform at ion.???????

Mincha/  Maar iv Service w il l  be held Sunday-Thursday at  6:00 PM on Zoom  
(CLICK HERE)

* THIS CLASS IS ON HOLD FOR THE NEXT TWO WEEKS*  
Tuesday Evening                                                                                                      
w it h Rabbi Chait ovsky
Problem with the Parsha (CLICK HERE)                                                         

Wednesday m orning Torah st udy                                                                                                    
w it h Rabbi Chait ovskyat  9:00 AM -
Bamidbar Verse by Verse (CLICK HERE)  

Thursday m orning Wom en's Class                                                                                         
w it h Ellyn Hut t  at  11:00 AM-
Ellyn?s Parsha Class for Women (CLICK HERE)-                                                                       
Meeting ID: 922 119 870         

Thursday Evening w it h Cant or  Goldst ein at  7:00pm  -                                                                   
Judaism and The Cosmos: A Jewish Hitchhikers Guide to the Universe              
(CLICK HERE)   

Daf Yom i w it h Rabbi Fleischm ann -                                                                                                
each weekday m orning at  7:30 AM 
WhatsApp Dial in number: 701-802-5213 Access code: 8622667
Online meeting ID: mfleischmann7??????
-If you want to be added to the group messaging of Daf Yomi for times, place 
in Gemoro, etc. please WhatsApp Rabbi Fleischmann at 303-815-4882
-For the actual shiur we use freeconferencecall.com, which is accessible by 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4eaaaa2fa4f58-shacharit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4eaaaa2fa4f58-shacharit
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2853509174
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2853509174
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2853509174
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2853509174
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2853509174
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2853509174
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2853509174
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/922119870#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/922119870#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2853509174
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2853509174
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2853509174
https://www.freeconferencecall.com/index-b


LAG BAOMER IN THE 
PARK- ing l ot

4.29.21 
at  6:00pm

COM E JOIN US FOR OUR 
L AG BAOM ER CAR- B- Q

DEL ICIOUS FOOD,        
GREAT TUNES, AND A 

SPECIAL  SURPRISE AWAIT!

CLICK HERE              
TO SIGN UP NOW!

https://www.bmh-bj.org/event/lag-baomer-car-b-q.html
https://www.bmh-bj.org/event/lag-baomer-car-b-q.html
https://www.bmh-bj.org/event/lag-baomer-car-b-q.html


April 28, 7:00 pm- Jews of Egypt- New Beginnings

Personal journeys of Egyptian Jews about their endings in Egypt and new beginnings in 
their new adopted countries.

May 5, 7:00 pm- The 2500-year Journey of the Jews of Egypt

Cairo and Alexandria were once Jewish cities with vibrant and cosmopolitan Jewish Life. 
Intellectuals, writers, artists, and political figures came from this not so long-lost Jewish 
paradise.

May 12, 7:00 pm- The Samaritans, the Israelites of the Ancient Northern Kingdom of Israel

With no more than 700 Samaritans in the modern world, this community faces extinction, 
genetic diseases and danger of assimilation and oblivion in modern-day Israel.

May 26, 7:00 pm- In Search for the Lost Tribes

A documentary that explores different possibilit ies of the so-called Lost Tribes of Israel. 
Mystery mixed with unknown history and a litt le bit of intrigue to fulfill ancient prophecies.

June 2, 7:00 pm- Jews of Turkey Part 1, Beginnings 

In 1492, the Jews from the Iberian kingdoms were expelled by the Catholic monarchs Isabel 
of Castille and Fernando of Aragon. While the Sephardic Jews went to North Africa, Italy, 
and other destinations, their main goal was to establish themselves in the Ottoman Empire 
where they settled and lived for 500 years and counting, in what is known as the               
?Silver Age? of the Sephardic Jews.

June 9, 7:00 pm- Jews of Turkey Part 2, Modern Times

The journey to revisit the Turkish Jewish communities starts again 30 years after the first 
visit of the filmmakers to Turkey. Things have changed but the community continues there, 
shrunken due to immigration to the Americas and Europe, but vibrant and very alive.

Dr  Ca r l o s Z a r u r 's Mo v ie Ser ies 
Th e W ide, W ide W o r l d o f  t h e Jew ish  Peo pl e

$10 PER MOVIE 
PRESENTED ONLINE ONLY

CLICK HERE t o regist er

BMH-BJ BRICK CAMPAIGN

https://www.bmh-bj.org/event/dr-carlos-zarurs-movie-series---the-wide-wide-world-of-the-jewish-people-.html
https://www.bmh-bj.org/event/dr-carlos-zarurs-movie-series---the-wide-wide-world-of-the-jewish-people-.html


Th e W ide, W ide W o r l d o f  t h e Jew ish  Peo pl e

If  you're not  com for t able com ing inside t o shop, we can t ext  or  em ail you phot os, 
w it h pr icing, t o help you m ake your  decision. You can t hen pay w it h a credit  card by 

phone and eit her  pick  t he order  up at  your  convenience or  we'l l  deliver . We are 
also happy t o do special orders and shipping. 

We miss you, our customers, and hope that the shop will go back to regular hours soon.

St ay safe,

Lor i and Sam i 

Want  t o shop? WE ARE OPEN, but  by appoint m ent  only.                                                                                                           
To set  a day and t im e, please em ail Lm dum an@com cast .net  or  call 303-951-8238 

and if  no one answers, leave a m essage and ret urn phone num ber  for  Lor i.

Spr ing is com ing and m any wonder ful celebrat ions are happening. 
Order  your  br ick  t oday t o com m em orat e t hese special event s.    
We still need 22 more bricks before we can place our next order!

CLICK HERE t o order  your  br ick  t oday!

HELP US GROW STRONGER ONE BRICK AT A TIME

BMH-BJ BRICK CAMPAIGN

mailto:Lmduman@comcast.net
https://www.thatsmybrick.com/bmhbj
https://www.thatsmybrick.com/bmhbj
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