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Services

Schedule of Services
Daily minyan as per usual
Saturday Torah study, children’s services, as per usual
Friday, June 1
6 p.m.: Erev Shabbat service
Saturday, June 2
9:15 a.m.: Sacharit
a.m.: Men's Club Shabbat
9:30 a.m.: Shabbat Meditation
10:15 a.m.: Torah Chug
12:45 p.m.: Guest speaker, Rabbi David Silverstein
p.m.: Bar Mitzvah, Zachary Kesh
7:55 p.m.: Minchah/Talmud study/Maariv

Candle Lighting
June

Friday, June 1 ......................................................... 8:04 p.m.
Shabbat ends, Saturday, June 2............................. 9:14 p.m.
Friday, June 8......................................................... 8:09 p.m.
Shabbat ends, Saturday, June 9 ............................ 9:19 p.m.
Friday, June 15....................................................... 8:12 p.m.
Shabbat ends, Saturday, June 16 .......................... 9:22 p.m.
Friday, June 22....................................................... 8:14 p.m.
Shabbat ends, Saturday, June 23........................... 9:24 p.m.
Friday, June 29....................................................... 8:14 p.m.
Shabbat ends, Saturday, June 30........................... 9:24 p.m.

Friday, June 8
6 p.m.: Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday, June 9
9:00 a.m.: Sacharit
a.m.: Bat Mitzvah, Emily Rebecca Ash
12:45 p.m.: Lunch ’n’ Learn, Rabbi Reuven Hammer
8 p.m.: Minchah/Talmud study/Maariv
Friday, June 15
6 p.m.: Erev Shabbat service
Saturday, June 16
9:00 a.m.: Sacharit
a.m.: Bar Mitzvah, Harry Rosen
p.m.: Bar Mitvah, Alec Stein
8:05 p.m.:  Minchah/Talmud study/Maariv
Friday, June 22
6 p.m.: Erev Shabbat service
Saturday, June 23
9:15 a.m.: Sacharit
a.m.: Board of Trustees Shabbat
8:05 p.m.: Minchah/Talmud study/Maariv
Friday, June 29
6 p.m.: Erev Shabbat service
S aturday, June 30
9:15 a.m.: Shabbat service
8:05 p.m.: Minchah/Talmud study/Maariv
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Daily Services
Mornings
Monday & Thursday............................................ 6:45 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday............................ 7 a.m.
Sunday Talmud Study.......................................... 8:15 a.m.
Sunday Shacharit................................................. 9 a.m.

Evenings
Sunday-Thursday................................................. 7:30 p.m.   
Friday (see schedule)

Saturday
9:15 a.m.: Services begin
(9 a.m. when a Bar/Bat Mitzvah is scheduled)
9 a.m.: Torah Study Group
10:15-11 a.m.: Torah Reading Chug
(twice a month, ages 9-12)
10:45 a.m.: Teen Service/Schmooze
11 a.m.:
Torah for Tots (ages 0-4)
Mini-Minyan (grades K-2)
Mini-Congo (grades 3-4)
Jr Congo (grades 5-6)
Kadima (grades 7-8)
9:30 a.m.: Shabbat Meditation, as scheduled monthly
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Message from Rabbi Alan Silverstein

Summer explorations — Jewish museums in New York

Rabbi Silverstein

During the summer months, some of
us have more leisure time to engage
in activities that we otherwise might
not be able to fit into our overloaded
schedules. One worthwhile endeavor
is to visit the three Jewish museums in
Manhattan described below, treasure
troves of Jewish heritage and history.

The Jewish Museum, Fifth Avenue and 92nd Street
This art museum and
repository of cultural artifacts
— housed in the former
Felix M. Warburg House on
Museum Mile on the Upper
East Side — is the first Jewish
museum in the United States
and the oldest existing Jewish

museum in the world.
The museum provides educational programs for adults and
families as well as concerts, films, symposiums, and lectures related to its exhibitions. In 1992, the museum and
the Film Society of Lincoln Center teamed up to create The
New York Jewish Film Festival.
The museum’s collection of more than 30,000 objects includes paintings, sculptures, archaeological artifacts, Jewish
ceremonial art objects, and many other pieces important
to the preservation of Jewish history and culture. Artists
whose works are in the museum include James Tissot, Marc
Chagall, George Segal, Eleanor Antin, and Deborah Kass. The
museum’s holdings represent the largest collection of Jewish
art, Judaica, and broadcast media — outside of museums in
Israel — and include objects from ancient to modern eras, in
all media, and originating in every area of the world where
Jews have had a presence.

The Museum of Jewish Heritage: A Living Memorial
to the Holocaust, Edmond J. Safra Plaza, 6 Battery Place
The museum’s mission is “to
educate people of all ages and
backgrounds about the broad
tapestry of Jewish life in the
20th and 21st centuries —
before, during, and after the
Holocaust.”
The New York Holocaust
Memorial Commission, established in 1982, played a major role in the institution’s development. Since opening in 1997, the museum has received
WWW.AGUDATH.ORG

more than 1.5 million visitors from all over the world.
The museum’s collection contains more than 25,000
items, including artifacts, photographs, and documentary films, that relate to modern Jewish history and the
Holocaust. Many of these rotate into the Core Exhibition,
which is organized into three chronological sections:
“Jewish Life A Century Ago,” “The War Against the Jews,”
and “Jewish Renewal” — the story of 20th- and 21stcentury Jewish life, placing the Holocaust in the larger
context of modern Jewish history.
The distinctive six-sided museum building is symbolic of
the six points of the Star of David and the six million Jews
who perished in the Holocaust and is topped by a pyramid
structure: the “Living Memorial to the Holocaust.”
The Center for Jewish History, 15 West 16th Street
The center was opened in
2000 with the goal of creating
synergy among the founding
partnership organizations —
American Jewish Historical Society, American Sephardi Federation, Leo Baeck Institute
New York, Yeshiva University
Museum, and YIVO Institute
for Jewish Research. The partners’ collections make up the
biggest repository of Jewish history in the United States
and the largest repository documenting the Jewish experience outside of Israel.
The center — often referred to as the Jewish Library of Congress — is also an affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution.
The collections include more than 100 million documents;
500,000 books; and thousands of art objects, textiles, ritual
objects, music, films, and photographs. These range from
the early modern era in Europe and pre-colonial times in the
Americas to present-day materials from across the globe.
Its comprehensive collection of historic archival materials
includes those relating to Franz Kafka, Theodor Herzl, Moses
Mendelssohn, Sigmund Freud, and Albert Einstein.
Highlights include an original handwritten copy of Emma
Lazarus’s 1883 poem “The New Colossus” (“Give me your
tired, your poor…”), which was later inscribed on the base
of the Statue of Liberty; Sandy Koufax’s Brooklyn Dodgers
jersey; and a letter from Thomas Jefferson to New York’s
oldest Jewish congregation.
(Adapted from Wikipedia articles)
With friendship,
— Rabbi Alan Silverstein
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Notes from Cantor Joel Caplan

Shuly Nathan in Concert
Sunday, June 3, 4 p.m.
In memory of Jill
Wolberger and
Jeremy Savitz, z”l
We are thrilled to
host iconic Israeli
entertainer Shuly
Nathan for our
Cantor Caplan
third “Israel at 70”
concert (the Maccabeats performed in
April, Mira Davis in May).
How famous is Shuly Nathan in Israel?
As famous as Bruce Springsteen is in
America. Or Simon and Garfunkel. Or
Taylor Swift, Katy Perry, Joni Mitchell,
Joan Baez, or Madonna.
And what a coincidence that CAI congregant Moshe Wolberger was in high
school with Shuly’s brother! Thanks
to Moshe for starting the ball rolling
to bring Shuly here!

Moshe said, “My late wife, Jill, didn’t
sing — except for “Yerushalayim Shel
Zahav,” Shuly’s signature song.”
And Jeremy Savitz was a lover of all
Jewish music, with his own extensive
collection of recordings. He would
have loved this!
Back to Shuly: Her fame came
overnight, in 1967, when she was
serving in the Israeli Army, singing
for the troops. Famed songwriter
and composer Naomi Shemer heard
her on a radio program and knew
that Shuly’s voice was the one to
premiere Shemer’s new song about
Jerusalem, “Yerushalayim Shel
Zahav” —“Jerusalem of Gold.” Two
weeks later, the Six-Day War broke
out, and the song became the hymn
and prayer of that momentous

Celebrate Israel Parade
Sunday, June 3

March with pride and love for Israel!
Join the Greater MetroWest delegation to
parade up Fifth Avenue from 57th to 74th streets.

Thanks to the CAI Israel Committee and Cantor Caplan.
T-shirts and snacks will be provided.
A bus will depart the synagogue at 10:45 a.m. and return at approximately 4:30 p.m.
We will join the Jewish Federation of Greater Metrowest at 1:30 p.m. at 53rd Street
between 5th and 6th avenues. If you wish to join us and not go by bus, let Susan know.

RSVP by Thursday, May 31: Susan Werk at swerk@agudath.org
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conflict, especially embodying the
yearning for Jerusalem to be freed
and reunited.
Since then, Shuly has performed all
over the world, recorded and released
many records and CDs, and raised five
children. We are honored that she
will perform here, as we continue to
celebrate Israel’s 70th year!
Admission is $18, $10 for CAI members,
$5 for seniors, and free for youngsters
up to age 18
RSVP at the Events Page of Agudath.org
This concert is made possible through
the generosity of Nat and Bea Taubenfeld, Moshe Wolberger, CAI’s Jeremy
Savitz Music Education Fund, the
Rabbi’s Fund, and the Cantor’s Fund.
RM stopped me in the hallway. “Cantor,
what happened to the stories? You had
been telling us stories in your articles
for the Voice, but all this spring it’s just
been announcements about concerts!”
True. Okay, RM, here’s a story:
Our Tov M’od Children’s Choir — comprising kids in second through sixth
grades — sings in Shabbat services
almost every month during the school
year. A few weeks ago, I was getting
the kids ready just outside the sanctuary, as Rabbi Silverstein was giving his
sermon. We needed to see who would
volunteer to sing solos.
“Who’s going to sing ‘L’dor Vador’?” I
asked. No hands go up.
“Come on, people! That’s the easiest
solo we have!”
One girl responded, “Yeah, but that
one’s for little kids.”
“Oh,” I chided. “And you guys are so old.”
Whereupon the youngest boy pipes up
with, “Look who’s talking.”
See you at the concert June 3!
— Cantor Joel Caplan
CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX

*Helping hands are needed for
the next few weeks - please sign
up!
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Welcome

Rabbi Ari Lucas with his wife, Talya Oberfield, and sons Gideon and Shalev. They are expecting their third child in June.

Getting to Know Rabbi Lucas
The entire congregation is excited to
welcome Rabbi Ari Lucas, his wife,
Talya, and his family to Caldwell this
summer. To give congregants an opportunity to know him better, he was
asked to provide additional information about his family, hobbies, background, thoughts about joining the
CAI community, and more.
CAI: What are you most looking
forward to about returning to the
East Coast?
Rabbi Lucas: It’s a close call between
proximity to family and proximity to
Citi Field. Our roots are on the East
Coast. I was born in south Jersey,
and my parents live on Long Island.
Talya was born and raised in Queens.
8

We both went to college and grad
school and had our first jobs at
different stops along the Northeast
Corridor. In addition to Israel, the East
is home. We are grateful for the time
we’ve spent in California, and we’re
ready and excited to move back home.
I’m particularly looking forward to
those perfectly cool and crisp fall days
when a warm sweater is all you need
to take a walk and appreciate the
changing leaves.
CAI: What are you least excited
about?

CAI: You recently took a group of
sixth-graders and their parents to
Israel. What was your favorite thing
about that trip?
Rabbi Lucas: Every visit to Israel
is special. I love noticing how the
country changes (there is new
artwork for the shekel bills). I love
eating the food and spending time
in a bookstore picking up whatever
new Hebrew or Jewish books I’d like
for my own library or for our kids.
The big hit this time was “Eifoh Efi?”
— the Hebrew version of “Where’s
Waldo?”

Rabbi Lucas: Everyone assumes that
I’m least excited about the cold winters, But my favorite part was spending
Shabbat at Kibbutz Hannaton, a
but I’m more concerned about the
(see page 9)
humid summers. I sweat a lot.
CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX

(from page 8)
Masorti (Conservative) kibbutz in
the Galilee. It was great to catch up
with some old friends who live there,
but most significantly, I was happy
to witness the evidence that the
kibbutz is experiencing a renaissance.
Last time I was there, the number of
kibbutz members was dwindling, and
the physical campus was in disrepair.
Now, it is booming. Young Israeli
families are moving to the kibbutz.
The shul was full on Friday night and
Shabbat morning with people from all
walks of Israeli religious (and secular)
life. It made me optimistic about the
potential for growth in Masorti life in
Israel more generally.
CAI: What made you want to
become a rabbi?
Rabbi Lucas: I love being part
of the life of a community. I find
it personally and professionally
meaningful to be present at some
of the most important moments
in people’s lives. I believe that our
sacred tradition has something to
say to each of those moments. I
feel privileged that I get to share my
passion for Torah with the people I
serve.
CAI: Tell us about some of the
things you love to do outside your
role as a rabbi.
Rabbi Lucas: Not much these days
other than caring for and spending
time with our two (soon to be three,
God willing) children. But I love going
for bike rides, cooking, making a nice
fresh cup of coffee, walking around
a farmers’ market, reading the
newspaper or a magazine.
CAI: What is your favorite
Shabbat activity?
Rabbi Lucas: The moment when I
place the newspaper on my chest
and drift off into the most blissful and
restorative nap.
CAI: Obviously, Congregation
Agudath Israel chose you; why did
you choose us?
WWW.AGUDATH.ORG

Rabbi Lucas: There are a lot of
reasons. CAI has a national reputation
for being a leading synagogue. The
community is known for great
leadership (lay and professional),
warmth, being “down to earth.”
The most important reason I chose CAI
is the people. In my conversations with
the search committee and with many
of you during my visit to Caldwell in
February, I met so many wonderful,
committed people who take pride in
their community and have vision and
hopes for its future. I feel confident
that we will make great partners in
building that future together.
CAI: How did you meet Talya?
If you don’t think she would mind,
tell us something about her we
wouldn’t expect.
Rabbi Lucas: Talya and I met at
a mutual friend’s sweet sixteen
birthday party. We “dated” on
Ramah Seminar in Israel and
continued our relationship through
our senior year of high school. We
were each other’s prom dates.
We split up for nine years after
graduating high school, but always
stayed in each other’s orbits. We
reconnected again in Israel during
my time living there as a rabbinical
student. Talya was working and
learning on an organic farm and
education center near Modi’in. It
was a short courtship before we
were engaged and then married.
One thing you might not expect is
that Talya played both rugby and
Ultimate Frisbee in college. She’s a
natural athlete!
CAI: What was your favorite Jewish
holiday as a kid? Is it the same today?
Rabbi Lucas: It’s a close call between
the three pilgrimage festivals —
Passover, Shavuot, and Sukkot. I
love each of them so much. If I had
to pick one, it would be Shavuot.
Ever since childhood, I’ve loved the
tradition of staying up late to study
Torah. And I’ve tried in recent years to
replicate my mother’s chocolate chip
cheesecake.

Congregation
Agudath Israel’s
Adult Scholarly
Learning Group

Lecture: “Rewritten Bible:
What It Is and How It Works”
Presented by Rutgers University
Professor Gary Rendsburg

Wednesday, June 6, 7 p.m.
The term “rewritten Bible” refers
to the creative and theological
rewriting of the narratives and
legal portions of the Torah during
the late Second Temple period.
Once the Torah was canonized, c.
450 BCE, it was widely accepted
that the text no longer could be
touched. And yet Jews continued
to reimagine the stories in the
Torah and to conceptualize its
laws anew. Thus, an entire body
of literature — “rewritten Bible,”
as termed by modern scholars —
emerged. The main texts are the
Book of Enoch, Jubilees, The Temple
Scroll, and some fragmentary
documents from among the Dead
Sea Scrolls. As Prof. Rendsburg
leads an examination of all these
texts, attendees will marvel at the
creativity and ingenuity of Jewish
authors writing more than 2,000
years ago.
This lecture is sponsored by Jean
Stoloff in loving memory of Al Stoloff.

Register on www.agudath.org/events
Questions? Contact Phil Kruger,
973-299-0309, jmlpmk@aol.com
This lecture is free and open to the
public.
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What's in the Werks?
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Early Childhood Center

Sharing the sparks for early childhood education
Professional
development is a
hallmark of the
Early Childhood
Center. Teachers are
always encouraged
to continue their
learning and
Geula Zamist
enhance their
practice. I recently
attended a conference with Alison
Popky, a teacher in our fours program,
who shared the remarks below.
— Geula Zamist, director,
Early Childhood Center

I was so fortunate to be able to attend
the Paradigm Project 2018 conference, which took place at the Capital
Camps and Retreat Center, a facility
for the Washington, DC, and Baltimore
Jewish federations. The conference
theme, “Be the Light,” sparked just
about every aspect of my personal
and professional development.
As a woman, being in a cohort of
like-minded, open, spiritual, kind, and
passionate people who are so committed to supporting young children
and their families was not only a lot
of fun, but also an honor. Comradery
and cooperation filled every session.
As a mentor, I felt nudged to move
forward on my own path as a leader. I
wasn’t the oldest of the teachers and
directors there, but I was far from the
youngest. It was exciting to feel the
enthusiasm of newer teachers, to lend
advice, to cheer them on.
I felt a spiritual spark too. When we
went on a Shacharit wonder walk,
our leader, Gabe Goldman, explained
that when we awaken, we thank God
for opening our eyes, for our body
to be moving, for our systems to be
working. We thank God for the sun,
the earth, and the animals. What
better way to thank God than to find
wonder all around us. As we looked at
the trees, laden with buds and blossoms, overlooking the valley and the
12

Above, Shacharit walk at the Paradigm
Project Conference with Gabe Goldman.
Left, Alison (on right) and Geula find
God’s wonder in nature.

mountains, we felt the awesomeness
of God; when we said the Sh’ma, we
truly appreciated the wonder that
God has given us.
The morning after my return, my
class went on our biweekly walk to
the forest. We found every WOW we
could — the shadows from the garden

fence, the magnolia blossoms carpeting the ground, the fragrant mint, the
birds calling one another!
Plenty of artistic and creative sparks
were made through dance and song
and many creative activities. What
fun it is to get caught up in the joy of
creating instead of just facilitating the
artistic endeavors of others.
Pedagogically, the learning was deep
and inspired me to find new ways to
ignite passion and interest in big ideas
about Shabbat, holidays, and values
that are essential to tikun olam and
living a life of peace, kindness, and joy.
“Being the light” means not only shining but shedding light; we are lamplighters sharing the sparks so others
can see more clearly in order to
cultivate their own light. I am excited
to share this spark with our staff, our
children, and our families.
CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX
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CAI Development

Dispatches from Legacy Shabbat
When the Create a Jewish Legacy
Barbara described all the ways CAI had played a role in
program first came to CAI, our lay leadher family’s births, b’nei mitzvah, weddings, funerals, and
ers began using a powerful tagline to
other lifecycle events, illustrating how the synagogue can
differentiate it from other philanthropic
affect life at times of both joy and sadness. It was this conopportunities. “Your Story Is CAI’s Story” stant presence, she said, that inspired her to build on her
quickly became our synagogue’s unique
involvement over eight decades of membership.
Legacy nomenclature, describing the
“Shuls are all about kehillah [community],” she said, “and
inextricable connectedness between
Michael E.
here at CAI, we have something for everyone at every
ourselves and our community.
Bressman
stage of life.”
That’s why we planned last month’s Legacy Barbara’s story took center stage at services that Shabbat
Shabbat so that it would be a day of inspiring storytelling.
morning, but the Legacy Committee (with special thanks
Legacy Team member Barbara Sebiri was the first to share; on to Esther Kartus!) sought to illustrate the full range of
the morning of Saturday, April 7, she spoke from the bimah
what “Your Story Is CAI’s Story” truly means to our
about her 78 years as part of the synagogue community.
62 Legacy Circle member units. Framed printouts of their
stories adorned every table in the social hall during that
“My earliest memories are of attending services and Heday’s kiddush, honoring their extraordinary commitment
brew school on Washburn Place…in the 1940s and ’50s.”
to
CAI’s future strength, inspiring others to make a comWhat was then the Jewish League of Caldwell, she said,
mitment
of their own, and affirming that their stories are,
served “as the central point of many occasions for the
in
fact,
CAI’s
story.
Kaplan/Sebiri family.”
(see page 15)

The CAI Legacy Circle
Sincere thanks to the 62 member units whose generosity is paving the road to tomorrow
Anonymous (1)
Hope and Paul Aronoff
Arlene and Mel Berkowitz
Gail and David Black
Stanley G. Blank
Miriam and Matthew Block
Phyllis and Barry Bochner
Susie and Gary Botwinick
Cantor Joel and Nancy
Caplan
Greta and Ira Cohen
Judy and John Craig
Beth and Robert Daniel
Joan Bronspiegel and Stuart
Dickman
Eric Edelstein
Susan and Steven Eisen
Karen and Ted Eisenberg
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Linda and Leslie Elfenbein
Mark M. Englander
Marjorie and Norman
Feinstein
Joyce and Steven
Fichtenbaum
Phyllis and Marvin Friedman
Robert E. Friedman
Joyce and Lee Gladstein
Cindy and Neil Goldstein
Ruth Jaffe and Paul
Horowitz
Natalie James
Esther and Harry Kartus
Shai Lindsey Kartus
Gail and Max Kleinman
Sasha and Matthew Koff
The Larkey Family

The Lewin Family
Amy and Bill Lipsey
Linda and Michael
Lowenthal
Debra and David Lurie
Etta and Froman Mehl
Michele and Jonathan Mehl
Meryl Natter
Rebecca and Eric Nelson
Jayne and Victor Nhaisi
Carol and Harris Nydick
Mindy and Alex Opper
Deborah and Stuart Rabner
Hilary and Howard Rabner
Michele and Larry Raiken
Nogah H. & Bruce Revesz
Paula and David Saginaw

Margie and Larry Samuels
Ronna and Rob Scheckman
Rachel and Paul Scherzer
Barbara Kaplan Sebiri
Dr. Harriet Sepinwall
Michelle and Adam Shandler
Rabbi Alan and Rita
Silverstein
Caryn and Brian Snerson
Randi and Murray Spiegel
Bea and Nat Taubenfeld
Sandy and Jim Weintraub
Melissa and David Weisman
Susan Werk
Rabbi Steven and Jody
Wernick
Lea Whitney

CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX

Sisterhood

Annual
Iftar Dinner
We will host our annual
Iftar dinner for our
Muslim friends from the
Peace Islands Institute.

Tuesday, June 5, 2018
7:45 p.m.
$40 per couple
$25 per individual
Rabbi Silverstein will
speak prior to the dinner.
Register on
www.agudath.org/events

(from page 14)

From some of those stories:
“Our children and grandchildren are
part of CAI life. How can we not want
our family to have the same rich spiritual experience and loving, supportive community that we have always
known? Our gift, and the Legacy Circle,
ensure that these things will continue.”
— Margie and Larry Samuels
“[CAI] has always been my home away
from home. It was the place I let my
imagination run free as a little girl
playing dress-up in nursery school,
the place I won candy for answering
parsha questions correctly in Hebrew
school, the place that fostered my
Jewish identity in high school through
USY, and as USY adviser. CAI’s story is
my story, and mine is CAI’s — and this
story I wouldn’t trade for the world.”
— Shai Lindsey Kartus
“The survival of our congregational
memory lies in our hands, and we are
humbled to be, in great part, ensuring
that place for future congregants and
theirs to follow.”
— Marjorie and Norman Feinstein
WWW.AGUDATH.ORG

Kudos to Sisterhood
for Torah Fund Award and Longevity Award
In honor of Sisterhood
Congregation Agudath Israel’s 80 years of
women’s leadership and
in appreciation of reaching and exceeding its
annual Torah Fund goal,
Sisterhood received two
certificates at the recent
Garden State Regional
Women’s League Conference. Please share
the pride we have in
earning these prestigious awards.
Despite some recent
problems, Sisterhood
continues to make
strides, forging ahead
with new programs and
new leadership. Look
out for more exciting
Sisterhood news soon.
Each year Torah Fund
benefits the five
schools that train future
rabbis, cantors, educators, and learned lay
leaders of the Conservative movement. Sisterhood Agudath Israel
raised more than $11,000 this past
year and is among the top three sisterhoods in the Garden Region. Each
year more of our members contribute to this important program. A
photo depicting the new Benefactor
Pin is included. To become a Torah
Fund Benefactor, contact Sharon
Hammerman or Cindy Schechter.

News flash!

Mira Davis, a student in the cantorial school at the Jewish Theological
Seminary in New York, will be our
Sisterhood-Torah Fund guest in a
few months.
Mira gave an outstanding performance at CAI in honor of Mother’s
Day and Yom Yerushalayim. We are
grateful that she has enthusiastically
agreed to highlight a program for
Torah Fund next fall.

You can join us in looking forward to
For the fifth year in a row, Sisterhood and Torah Fund will introduce “Sisterhood Shabbat” next January,
a CAI Superstar — someone who has which offers an opportunity to meet
and learn from another outstanding
committed his or her professional
guest from JTS.
life to Jewish teaching and leadership — to our entire congregation.
— Sasha Pailet Koff
15

Resilience and Refuah

Growing Older: Managing the Fears,
Celebrating the Possibilities
“We need old
friends to help us
grow old and new
friends to help us
stay young.”
— Letty Cottin
Pogrebin, “Getting
Andrea Malmud Over Getting Older:
An Intimate Journey”
AARP? Medicare plans? Retirement
alternatives? At certain times of life,
organizations touting what we should
do after we stop working are as good
at finding us as the UJA on
Super Sunday. Ideas related
via the mailbox, the answering machine, or the computer
relentlessly remind us of the
passage of time, even if we
are as fit as the proverbial
fiddle. There is also no shortage of advice about exercise,
brain health, medication.
So I’m not going to talk about
the pluses and minuses of
yoga classes or watching our
cholesterol or brain health —
I’ll leave that to your doctors,
friends, children, in-laws, and AARP.
What I will talk about is the personal
experience of getting older.

Things we may find ourselves
feeling and saying after age 55:
Isolation: “I’m too old/infirm/
depressed to have friends or do
anything”
Social isolation is arguably the number one cause of failing medical and
mental health. We may even begin to
feel that we have little to offer.
Enter Congregation Agudath Israel,
with 900-plus families including people of every age. I can’t find parking
in the lot many times because of all
of the events taking place. If you’ve
looked in the Voice and received
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the e-mails, but you’re not sure
what direction to go in, contact me,
and I will gladly be your guide. The
members of CAI’s Caring Committee
are also eager to help you find your
place.
Another great resource is Jewish
Family Service of MetroWest
(973-765-9050). If you cannot leave
your home, visit dorotusa.org or
call 212-769-2850 to find out about
DOROT telephone and online support
groups.

If your isolation is making you depressed, anxious, sad, or grieving or
has led to excessive drinking, call me
at the synagogue (973-226-3600, ext.
143) or call Jewish Family Service
(973-765-9050).
Resentment: “My kids should visit
more often” or “My kids should move
out.”
We miss the kids — even if they live at
home. I contend, however, that what
we miss are the funny little schmutzy
faces of childhood that bring joyful
memories, not so much the adults the
little ones have grown into. Parenting
is a continuous voyage of separation.
But just because they’ve grown up
does not mean their ship has sailed. It
means that it’s time to think of them
in a different way. Instead of that

resentful thought — “They visit only
once a month” — we can be thinking, “I’m so glad my children can take
the time to visit me once a month.”
Instead of “They only think about
themselves,” we can try, “I’m so proud
to have raised an independent adult.”
If we don’t convey resentment, they
will visit because they want to, not because doing so is a mitzvah. And then
we can focus on friendships.
Irrelevance: “I’m not important
anymore.”
Perhaps you are feeling irrelevant after you have retired
or finished your parenting
responsibilities. As we grow
older, we tend to feel like we
have become invisible, and
we tend to either surrender
and withdraw or become
terminally irritable. I invite
you to reassess your identity
and take action. Sometimes
we don’t know who is lurking
inside us until we close the
office door for the last time.
Caregiver burnout: “I’m not
that young, but I spend all my time
taking care of my spouse/parents/
adult children.”
Jewish Family Service has multiple
caregiver support groups. If you can’t
get away long enough to attend a
support group, contact dorotusa.org
or call 212-769-2850 to find out about
DOROT telephone or online caregiver
support groups.
If you have questions, comments,
or concerns, contact me at 973-2263600, ext. 143, or amalmud@agudath.
org. I am in the synagogue on Mondays and Wednesdays. All communications will be kept confidential.
— Andrea Malmud, LCSW
JFS Zeller Family
CAI social work consultant
CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX

WWW.AGUDATH.ORG

17

Message from the Board President

CAI Reaching New Heights
Last month we came together as a
community to celebrate Yom Hazikaron, Israel’s Memorial Day honoring
fallen soldiers, and Yom Ha’atzmaut,
marking the 70th anniversary of Israel’s independence.
These modern-day holidays occur
back-to-back, allowing us to experience a broad range of emotions —
from pride and extreme sorrow to
joy and hopeful anticipation of the
future. These opportunities allow us
to connect with our deepest feelings
regarding the State of Israel and, more
importantly, reflect on ourselves as
members of a connected Jewish community. It was a good week — no, it
was a great week.
On the Sunday night preceding Yom
Hazikaron, 80-90 congregants came
together to watch the screening of “A
Hero in Heaven,” the story of Michael
Levin, an American “lone soldier” who,
from an early age, was committed
to serving in the Israeli army. In the
film, we heard from Michael’s parents,
friends, fellow soldiers, commanding
officers, and many others whom he
touched throughout his life. We came
to know Michael in an intimate way.
As we mourned for Michael and felt
sympathy for his family, our sense of
pride in all who have served to make
the State of Israel our collective homeland was elevated. Learning about
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Michael brought out our strongest
commitment to Zionism. After the
movie, two lone soldiers spoke to us
about their own experiences in the
Israeli army, making the evening even
more memorable.
The planning for our 70th Israeli
Independence Day celebration began
more than six months ago. We began
the evening with Israeli food, music,
and dancing. Over 600 people — including many from across the Greater
MetroWest community — attended a
concert featuring the celebrated Jewish a cappella group the Maccabeats,
an event that will remain in
our memories for years to
come.
There was collective joy
in the sanctuary throughout the concert; audience
members, from the youngest children to the oldest
seniors, were smiling, cheering, singing, and dancing, as
the ensemble performed
a program of modern, folk,
and liturgical music. It was
an evening when CAI was at
its best, a celebration of the

State of Israel affirming the strength of
our Jewish community.
I left the sanctuary that evening feeling so hopeful for the future of our CAI
community. CAI can be a force for connecting our Jewish community in ways
we never imagined, with many people
committed to sponsoring events that
will bring our community together
again and again. We demonstrated
that CAI can be a model congregation
that engages all generations, sharing
our Jewish values in meaningful ways.
We can be the place where other Jews
looking for a home in suburban New
Jersey can find the ideal environment
to raise their families. Just as our
scholarly learning program is hitting
new heights with a roster of outstanding professors and speakers, we can
deliver social and cultural programs
that engage our Jewish community.
As CAI approaches its centennial, let
us continue to grow in new and innovative ways. Whether you took part in
or missed our most recent celebration,
please join in planning, carrying out,
or attending the next. The emotional
journey is well worth it.
— Victor Nhaisi
CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX
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Social Action Committee

Interfaith Hospitality Network, July 8-15
The week of July 8-15 will be the congregation’s fifth time serving as hosts
for the Interfaith Hospitality Network
of Essex County. Please join us in this
important endeavor, providing food
and shelter to four families (12-14
individuals, including children) who
have been temporarily displaced due
to misfortune or economic hardship.
Volunteer participation involves
hands-on assistance in the form of
meal planning/preparation/serving,
companionship, conducting craft projects, games and evening recreation,
sleepover chaperones, and morning
send-offs to the guest families. We
greatly appreciate the generosity of
congregants who donate hospitality
items and food to facilitate our meal
preparation and/or gift cards (from
ShopRite, Target, etc.) to further the
well-being of our visitors during their
stay at Agudath Israel.
Please look for the “giving tree” on
display in the main corridor in the
days prior to our hosting week. On
it, you will see post-its identifying
needed items (juice boxes, pasta, rice,
cereal, bread, yogurt, snack items,
diapers, wipes, etc.). Acquiring these

donated items in advance will help us
efficiently defray the costs.
In past years, the outpouring of support for this important act of tikun
olam has been gratifying. It is through
such social action that we can as a
community demonstrate our understanding of Abraham Joshua Heschel’s
insight that Jews must pray not only in
their sanctuaries, but with their hands
and feet — so that the principles that
order our society are Jewish principles
of compassion.
The success of our effort requires the
enlistment of 50-60 congregants of
all ages. Those who have previously
participated can attest to the rewards
of involvement, and we welcome new
volunteers.
To register and find a shift that best
suits you, look for the sign-up form at
agudath.org or contact Karen Eisenberg at 973-226-7493 or Kareneisenberg33@gmail.com or Seth Fliegler
at 973-226-0936 or srfliegler@gmail.
com.
We want to thank the congregants
who have deposited food and house-

hold items into the bins outside the
main office. The contributions have
helped fill the shelves at the Caldwell
Food Pantry, providing comfort and
relief to approximately 90 impoverished households in our community.
Finally, we invite those looking to express their Jewish commitment to the
stranger and the oppressed among us
to follow the example of Cantor Joel
and Nancy Caplan, Rebecca Glass and
Derek Fields, and Pia Gutierrez, who
all have graciously welcomed a refugee into their home. They provided
safety, comfort, and encouragement
as these individuals began the challenging road toward independence
and integration into our society. We
are so proud that through the efforts
of these congregants — as well as others who provided help along the way
— CAI has been a valued participant
of the Northern New Jersey Sanctuary
Coalition. We have assisted individuals from Yemen, Togo, and Northern
Sudan to find their way in American
society after escaping persecution in
their native lands. Isn’t this the dream
that was, and can still be, America?
— The Social Action Committee

Shabbat Meditation
Begin Shabbat in Stillness.
June 2, 9:30 - 10:45 a.m.

Conference Room, Toby Shapiro Library, Learning and Conference Center
Shabbat is the time for quieting, stepping back from the
hectic workday world, and entering a time of peacefulness
and communion with nature and spirit. Begin your Shabbat with
meditation. You will feel a sense of peace, tranquility, and
awareness that will enhance your Shabbat experience.
Instructor: Karen Frank, RN, Congregational Nurse
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Environmental Committee

Whither the Weather?
What a crazy winter we
had this year! Record high
temperatures followed by
record snowfalls, rain—
you name it. Hard to
keep our focus on climate
change when it varies so
much, right?
Wrong. The weather has
been crazy. The climate is
a different thing.
Think of the climate as your
overall health and weather as how you’re
feeling on a given day. You may have a day
when you are “under the weather,” but your
overall health is fine. You also may have
days when you’re feeling fine, but there’s an
underlying problem, a ticking time bomb. It’s
the same way with weather versus climate.
We live in a temperate climate. We expect
it to be hot in the summer and cold in the
winter. We are not surprised when temperatures range from 0oF to 100°F in the
course of a calendar year.
Climate change can be deceptive in a temperate climate because the lows and the
highs really don’t vary much. What do vary

are the number of hot
days and the number of
cold days. Meteorological
records indicate that our
little corner of the world
has been experiencing
more and more hot days
and fewer cold days in the
course of a calendar year
— hence, climate change.
The problem is that the
human brain is hardwired
to react to experiences
rather than statistics (and, truth be told,
statistics can be manipulated). So what
“looks” like climate change to one person
can “look” like weather to another.
The problem is that, while bad weather will
eventually yield to good weather, climate
problems, like an untreated cancer, won’t.
Left untreated, climate problems will only
get worse,.
As of this writing, the bad weather has
yielded to beautiful spring weather, with
summer right around the corner. Enjoy the
weather — worry about the climate.
— Ben Alter, P.G., LSRP

Love to prepare food? Socialize? Help your CAI community?

Sign up for our CAI Kiddush Co-op!
We are starting slowly and asking for an occasional hour of your time.
Currently, we're looking for two people per week to prepare the
tuna salad for Shabbat Kiddush. As inspiration and enthusiasm grow,
so can the choices of what to prepare for the kiddush.
Eventually, we hope to see groups of friends getting together to
plan and prepare various dishes and even a themed Kiddush!
Recent “co-opers” have made kugels, salad, baked ziti, and more!
Sign up for a day that works with your schedule.
The time is flexible. (More dates will become available.)
Please contact Meryl Natter at mnatter@agudath.org.

Helping hands are needed for the next few weeks — please sign up!
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The CAI Jewish
Environmental Committee
is working on:
• enhancing the CAI
website to offer
congregants and
potential members
information on CAI
and area programs for
“every age and stage”
related to environmental
resources, programs,
and experiences
• collaborations with the
CAI Interfaith Committee
to engage with other
faith groups to offer
environmental programs
and activities
• programs with the CAI
Israel Committee to
bring knowledge from
Israeli environmental
experts about Israeli
innovations and
sustainability practices
• collaborations with and
support for the CAI
Education Department’s
environmental
programming
• researching interest
in and costs for a CAI
environmental Shabbat
weekend retreat
•p
 roviding a more
“environmentally friendly”
kiddush
• applying for Hazon’s
“Seal of Sustainability”
We welcome your
involvement. Contact
Harriet Sepinwall
(hsepinwall@gmail.com)
if you would like to attend
a meeting and/or join the
committee.

CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX
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Men's Club

Off to a good start!

DEBORAH RABNER, M.D., F.A.A.D.
Diplomate, American Board of Dermatology

1129 Bloomfield Avenue
Suite 205
West Caldwell, NJ 07006

Tel. (973) 575-6880
Fax. (973) 575-1616

Zeller Family Jewish Family
Service of MetroWest
Social Worker at CAI
Questions about aging loved ones, financial
pressures, concerns about children? Contact
Andrea Malmud for guidance, information,
referrals, and support. There is no fee, and all
conversations are strictly confidential.
Andrea Malmud can be reached at
973-226-3600, ext. 143, or
amalmud@agudath.org.
This is a partnership of the Zeller Family,
Jewish Family Service of MetroWest, and the
Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ.
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A reminder to all members
of the Men’s Club: Air out
your Hawaiian shirts and
prepare for Men’s Club
Shabbat on June 2. It was
approved at our May 6
meeting that members of
the softball team can wear
their baseball shirts in lieu
of Hawaiian shirts — please
wash them first! Please
contact Ken
Levitt to
volunteer
to be part
of our
festive
Shabbat.
At the
Men’s Club health program
on April 25, Dr. Hyman
Fisher discussed matters of
importance to men everywhere. It was an excellent
presentation, and we were
pleased to have Dr. Fisher
lead a frank and important
discussion.
The Men’s Club Barbecue is

scheduled for Sunday,
July 29, at my house, 11
Windsor Drive, Livingston.
It will be the last public
event at this address, as
Jeanette and I are moving
to Whippany.
The Men’s Club sponsors
the Congregation Agudath
Israel softball team; Paul
Aronoff
issued the
following
update:
The CAI
softball team
is off to the
3-0 start.
The team started the
season with a 12-4 win
over Temple B’nai Abraham. Andy Brown went 4-4
with a home run, and Greg
Adelsberg had a few nice
plays in the field.
Agudath Israel beat
AABJ&D/Ohr Torah 12-9. It
was a team effort, with CAI
jumping out to a 9-2 lead
after two innings. The team
held on, with Paul Aronoff
and Greg Adelsberg going four for four, and Andy
Brown hitting three doubles
with 4 RBIs.
In our third game, CAI beat
AABJ&D 15-11. It was another team effort, with Jeff
Weinstock going 4-4. Glenn
Lieberman pitched a gem
and got a swinging strike
on a “curveball” to end the
game.
If you are interested in playing on the team, contact
Paul Aronoff at psaronoff@
gmail.com.
— Alfie Mahler
Men’s Club president

CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX

Create knitted and crocheted items for a cause!
Join our group.
Open to all levels, beginner to expert

Sunday, June 10, 10 a.m.to noon (drop in anytime)
We will donate handmade items to the Jewish Relief Agency.
Your donations can be dropped at the main office
before June 10 if you can't attend. If you have any hooks,
needles, or leftover yarn, please bring them along.
RSVP: Debbie Lurie, dlurie@agudath.org, or Caryn Snerson, caryn@micasports.com

WWW.AGUDATH.ORG
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B'nei Mitzvah

Zachary Kesh
Saturday, June 2 – PM
Son of Glenn and Melissa Kesh
Zachary is a seventh-grader at West
Essex Middle School. He enjoys playing
all sports, especially soccer and basketball, and plays soccer and runs track
for his school. Zachary is a fun-loving,
compassionate young man with a
great sense of humor. He can be found playing sports
or video games, hanging with his friends, conquering
the newest trend, or supporting his favorite teams, the
NY Giants and NJ Devils. Zachary also enjoys spending
time with his family, especially his big sister Gabrielle.
For his mitzvah project, Zachary is sharing his love of
basketball with the children of Congregation Agudath
Israel’s Early Childhood Center. He is introducing the
preschoolers to the basics of the game and will also
volunteer to teach basketball to the children at the
Valley Settlement House. Zachary is aware that it is a
privilege to take lessons and be coached and would
like to offer that opportunity to other children.
Zachary loves spending his summers at Camp Nock-AMixon, his home away from home. Whether he’s on
or off the field, he brings his passion and commitment
to everything he does. We are so proud of Zachary for
his hard work and all of his accomplishments and can’t
wait to celebrate this mitzvah with family and friends.
Emily Rebecca Ash
Saturday, June 9 – AM
Daughter of Rachel and Jared Root and
Brian and Stefanie Ash
Emily is a seventh-grader at West Essex
Middle School. Her favorite subject is
math, and she plays on the field hockey
team. When not in school, Emily loves
spending time with her friends. Emily has three siblings, Zachary, six; Spencer, four; and
Molly, two. Emily loves playing with them, and they all
adore her.
Throughout the school year, Emily counts down until
summer and she can get back to her favorite place,
Camp Canadensis. She is a true camper and loves
everything about it. When not in camp, she loves the
time that she gets to spend on Fire Island and at the
shore with her family. Emily is adventurous, creative,
ambitious, and an entrepreneur. She is always thinking
up business ideas. She is unique and special, and we
could not be prouder of her as she reaches this incredible milestone.
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Harry Rosen
Saturday, June 16 – AM
Son of Steven and Michelle Rosen
Harry is the second of three rowdy
Rosen brothers. He has a huge heart, a
kind soul, and is truly a very thoughtful,
loving, smart, and sensitive kid.
A soccer lover, Harry enjoys playing
the game and watching the Red Bulls
and Liverpool Football Club — whether live or on TV.
Harry plays the clarinet in the school band and can
often be found playing Overwatch on the PS4.
Harry loves dogs and his family and chooses his
friends very carefully. When he decides you are worthy of his time, there is no better friend than Harry.
He hates to see suffering of any kind; when our babysitter Dena was diagnosed with MS, Harry decided
to help. In fact, for his mitzvah project, he will raise
money to donate to MS research.
Alec Stein
Saturday, June 16 – PM
Son of Daniel and Wendy Stein
Alec Stein is an intelligent, kind, and
hard-working seventh-grader at Golda
Och Academy.
An avid basketball player, Alec has
played on the Golda Och Middle
School team for two years. He spends
most of his free time playing basketball for the New
Jersey Roadrunners and Hoop Heaven and playing
pickup games with his friends. Also a talented musician, Alec has studied violin at the Lucy Moses School
since the age of four.
Alec loves hanging out with his buddies from Golda
Och and is a devoted big brother to Isaac and Elle.
For his mitzvah project, Alec has been volunteering
with New York Cares, a charitable organization in
New York City. His most recent project involved helping out with clean-up at a men’s shelter.
We are so proud of Alec and the amazing young man
he has become. We can’t wait to share his special
day with friends and family.

Visit us online at
www.agudath.org
CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX

We're on
Social Media!

www.facebook.com/
CongregationAgudathIsrael.
Caldwell.NJ

www.linkedin.com/
company/
Congregation-Agudath-Israel.

www.instagram.com/
explore/locations/47034904/
Congregation-Agudath-Israel/

NEED HELP WITH
YOUR MITZVAH PROJECT?
If you are working on a project and
would like to publicize it to gain
support from the congregation,
email a description of your project
(in 50-75 words) and the type of
support you would like to
education@agudath.org.

Have good news to share?
Please let us know!
Contact arobinson@agudath.org

WWW.AGUDATH.ORG

Call us now for your
Wedding & Bar / Bat Mitzv
ah
Music Needs!

Bands • Djs • Shabbat A Cappella • Pop
Rock • Simcha Music • Klezmer • Israeli Music

www.avimazaorchestra.com
amaza@avimazaorchestra.com
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Advertise in The Voice

Reaching over 1,000 families
monthly in Essex County
Printed 10 times a year
from September to June, providing
information about religious, social,
and cultural programs/activities
in our community.
Visit our website at

www.agudath.org
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Tributes and Donations
Through May 2, 2018. We gratefully acknowledge all who generously support Congregation Agudath Israel’s
many programs by remembering and honoring friends and loved ones. Donations can be made on our website,
www.agudath.org, or by sending a check to the synagogue office. Please contactl Allison Robinson, member
services assistant, at 973-226-3600, ext. 110, or arobinson@agudath.org, if you have any questions.
MEMORIAL PLAQUES
IN MEMORY OF:
• Ralph Labendz, from his wife, Marilyn
Labendz
THE BARRY ROZMAN
TECHNOLOGY FUND
In memory of Jeffrey Rosenberg’s father,
Irving Rosenberg
• Marjorie Rozman and Family
In memory of their cousin, Mark
•  Margie, Aliza and Tom, Avi and Dani
Rozman
THE CAI CARES FUND
In memory of Aaron Glauberg’s mother,
Elaine Glauberg
• Fran and Jeff Chase
In memory of Roberta Ferrara’s mother,
Beatrice Alter
• David and Jill Feder
• Bonnie and Richard Fertel
• Tina Greenberg and Family
In memory of David Schechner
• Joan Billig
THE CAI LIBRARY FUND
In honor of Joyce Hoch’s birthday
• Murray and Barbara Dobro
THE CAI SCHOLARLY ADULT
JEWISH LEARNING FUND
• Nat and Bea Taubenfeld
• Lucille Zonis
In memory of Mannie Levi’s mother,
Flora Levi
• Philip Kruger and Judy Levenstein
In memory of Jeffrey Rosenberg’s father,
Irving Rosenberg
• Lee and Joyce Gladstein
• Philip Kruger and Judy Levenstein
In memory of Al Stoloff
• Jean Stoloff
THE CAI TRIBUTE FUND
• Nat and Bea Taubenfeld
In honor of an Aliyah
• The Majzner Family
In honor of the marriage of Diane and
Alan Sklar’s son, Steven, and Jenna Rolnick
• Marti and Rand Agins
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In honor of the Maccabeats concert
• Stan and Fay Fink
• Fred Malamet and Ruth Steckelman
In honor of Maren Jacobs’ Bat Mitzvah
• Justin and Debra Topilow
In honor of using CAI’s synagogue Torah
holder
• Arlene and Les Weinstock
In honor of the birth of their greatgranddaughter, and Teddi and Scott
Dolph’s granddaughter, Sloan Violet
• Barbara and Arthur Mankin
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Marvin
and Sue Schwartz’s granddaughter
• Joel and Sheila Scholack
In memory of Aaron Glauberg’s mother,
Elaine Glauberg
• Rosa and Robert Joseph
• Joel and Sheila Scholack
In memory of Marilyn Labendz’s husband,
and Philip Labendz’s brother, Ralph
Labendz
• Justin and Debra Topilow
In memory of Annice Silberberg’s husband,
Jane Youderian’s father, Betty Pearl and
Irene Blumberg’s brother-in-law, and Ted
Perl’s uncle, Seymour “Sy” Silberberg
• Margo Perl, Emily and Mike Holden,
Alice Sellitto, Mike and Shiri Perl, and
Rob and Kate Perl
In memory of Gina Vinick’s mother,
Marion Brod
• Hilary and Howard Rabner
THE CANTOR’S
DISCRETIONARY FUND
• Jeffrey and Babette Davis
In honor of Anita and Ed Finkel
• Robert and Beth Daniel
In honor of Adin and Ryan Lieblein’s B’nai
Mitzvah
• Dan and Karen Lieblein
In memory of Aaron Glauberg’s mother,
Elaine Glauberg
• Rich and Jill Lichtig
THE CHEVRA KADISHA FUND
In memory of Marilyn Labendz’s husband,
and Philip Labendz’s brother, Ralph Labendz
• Neil and Phyllis Nissel

THE DAVID TAUBENFELD RAMAH
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In honor of Bea Taubenfeld
• Debbie and Stuart Rabner
• Allan Rauch
• Elsa and Harry Schweitzer
• David and Sharon Rauch
• Arlene and Alan Blocher
• Dana Ben-Avi
• Karen and Ted Eisenberg
THE ECC EDUCATIONAL
ENHANCEMENT FUND
In honor of the marriage of Diane and
Alan Sklar’s son, Steven, and Jenna Rolnick
• Lori and Hal Wolfson
In honor of Morgan Decter’s Bat Mitzvah
• The Castro-Halper Family
In honor of an Aliyah
• The Majzner Family
In honor of Jamie Bricker’s Bat Mitzvah
• The ECC Board
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Jill Block’s
grandson, Zachary
• Beth and Stuart Sackman
In honor of Lindsey Leitner’s Bat Mitzvah
• Dorie and Seth Eisenstein
In memory of Lisa Zeltser’s father, Jacqueline
Haney’s grandfather, and Julia and Ethan
Haney’s great-grandfather, Lazar Liberov
• Beth Sackman
• Debby Schenkel
• The ECC Board
THE GENERATION TO
GENERATION FUND
In honor of the marriage of Diane and
Alan Sklar’s son, Steven, and Jenna Rolnick
• The Chattman Family
• Selina and Alan Davidson
In memory of Aaron Glauberg’s mother,
Elaine Glauberg
• Sue and Jack Rosenkranz
• Richard and Harriet Schenk
In memory of Gina Vinick’s mother,
Marion Brod
• Howard and Susie Bruch
In memory of Annice Silberberg’s husband,
Jane Youderian’s father, Betty Pearl and
Irene Blumberg’s brother-in-law, and Ted
Perl’s uncle, Seymour “Sy” Silberberg
• Barbara Potash
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Tributes and Donations
THE GEORGE AND MOLLY KAPLAN
CARING FUND
In memory of Aaron Glauberg’s mother,
Elaine Glauberg
• Arlene and Mel Berkowitz
In memory of Roberta Ferrara’s mother,
Beatrice Alter
• Arlene and Mel Berkowitz
THE GERALD EDELMAN MEMORIAL
EDUCATION FUND
In memory of Sharon Silverberg’s mother,
Rose David
• Leslie and Charles Mishner
In memory of Debbie Edelman
• Cheryl and John Hinze
• Marji and Barry Nydick
• Esta Edelman
THE ISRAEL COMMITTEE FUND
In honor of Dr. George Gluck’s birthday
• Marcia and Gerald Mohl
THE JERRY SEPINWALL JEWISH
ENVIRONMENTAL FUND
In memory of Jeffrey Rosenberg’s father,
Irving Rosenberg
• Lois and Stuart Shulruff
• Karen and Ted Eisenberg
• Jonathan and Michele Mehl
• Marjorie Rozman and Family
• Abby and Harry Vine
• Lois and Stan Kaplan
• Merrill and Rhoda Stern
THE KIDDUSH SUPPORTERS
In memory of Ned’s father, Irving
Gladstein
•N
 ed and Jane Gladstein
The Kiddush Contributors
In honor of their mother, Judy’s, birthday
and their parents’ 67th anniversary
• Edna and Steve Alberts and Nitza and
Mike Broniewski
In honor of Josh’s Bar Mitzvah
• Ami and Andy Talkow
In honor of their birthdays
• Aaron and Serena Solomon
In honor of the 87th birthday of Mayer
Kass
• Liz Kass
In honor of Ilana and Jack’s B’nei Mitzvah
• David and Laura Rubenstein
In honor of Lindsey’s Bat Mitzvah
• J oshua and Jodie Leitner

WWW.AGUDATH.ORG

In memory of the first yahrzeit of Robin’s
father, Seymour Reich
• Robin and William Antoshkiw
In memory of Janet’s mother, Estelle
Wallach
• Bob and Janet Markman
In memory of Susan’s father, Leon Schor
• Steve and Susan Eisen
In memory of the 20th yahrzeit of Sam’s
father, Rabbi Aaron S. Pearlstein
• Sam and Sheryl Pearlstein
In memory of her mother, Dvorah Lichtman
• Margalit Edelson
In memory of Fern’s mother, Norma Daum
• Fern and Mark Kumar
In memory of Eli Kleinman and Bert
Rotberg
• Gail and Max Kleinman
In memory of Marsha’s mother, Harriet
Nathanson
• Marsha and Michael Messer
In memory of Gary’s father, Edwin Kabler
• Gary and Evie Kabler
THE KIDDUSH FUND
In memory of Yvette Tekel
• Erica and Glenn Lieberman
The Louis and Millie Fain Camp
Scholarship Fund
In memory of Lisa Zeltser’s father,
Jacqueline Haney’s grandfather, and Julia
and Ethan Haney’s great-grandfather,
Lazar Liberov
• Steph A., Brodsky, Sara, Elyse, and
Jackie
THE MARTHA AND SOL ROGOFF
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY FUND
In honor of the marriage of Felice and
Arthur Nichols’ daughter, Amanda, and
Harry
• Karen and Ted Eisenberg
In memory of Martha and Solomon Rogoff
• Karen and Ted Eisenberg
• David Rogoff
The Prayer Book Fund
In honor of Jonathan and Michele Mehl’s
anniversary
• Etta and Froman Mehl
THE RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
• Virgil Duncan
In honor of CAI’s Olim
• Sue and Donald Weinberger

In honor of the Auf Ruf of their daughter,
Keren Page, and Jesse Hurwitz
• Fae and Warren Page
In memory of her mother, Beatrice Alter
• Roberta Ferrara
In memory of Jeffrey Rosenberg’s father,
Irving Rosenberg
• Jeffrey Rosenberg and Harriet
Sepinwall
In memory of Aaron Glauberg’s mother,
Elaine Glauberg
• Stan and Cooki Gulkin
• Aaron and Sharon Glauberg
In memory of his mother, Flora Levi
• Mannie and Risa Levi
THE RACHEL HOPE ENGLANDER FUND
In memory of Steven Demner
• Susan Turitz, Josh and Danny
The Senior Lounge Fund
In honor of Harold Kremins’ birthday
• Jane and Daren Silverstein and Family
THE YAHRZEIT FUND
In memory of Jill’s father, Sol Abrams
• Jill and Stewart Schneck
In memory of Jeffrey Rosenberg’s father,
Irving Rosenberg
• Larry and Amy Dodyk

TRIBUTE CARDS
$10 Minimum Donation.
Custom-printed tribute cards
can be sent out from our
office. Donations can be in
any denomination above
$10. We also offer the option
of purchasing a packet of five
cards for $40, which you can
send out yourself. Member
services assistant Allison
Robinson can assist you.
Please contact her at
arobinson@agudath.org,
973-226-3600, ext. 110,
973-226-7480 (fax)
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Yahrtzeit Donations
Yahrzeits as of May 2, 2018
Max Backlar from Michele Rabinowitz
Edith Baranker from Jay Baranker
Gertrude Berger from Anita Elfenbein
Jeanette Berger from Froman and Etta Mehl
George Bernstein from Ian Bernstein
Jerome Bricker from Jeff Bricker
Donald Broder from Mitchell Broder
Murray Block from Marjorie and Keith Remland
Rose Cancell from Harriet Notkin
Celia Chernack from Gilbert Chernack
Rae Danoff from Marcia and David Danoff
Samuel Dobro from Murray Dobro
Daniel Dobro from Murray Dobro
Louis Dolgenas from Beatrice Freiheiter
Louis Dranikoff from Lois and David Dranikoff
Joanna Dranikoff from Lois and David Dranikoff
Alice Dranikoff from Lois and David Dranikoff
Edith Fine from Joseph Fine
Paula Fine from Sherry and Stuart Moses
Estelle T. Finkel from Roz Ehrlich
Anthony Freeman from Lois and David Dranikoff
Gerald Freeman from Lois and David Dranikoff
Ernestine Freiheiter from Beatrice Freiheiter
Elsie Freund from Judy Salomon
Annette Friedberg from Jeanne and Joseph Samet
Morris Friedman from Marvin Friedman
Saul Friedman from Marcia and Gerald Mohl
Doris Hammon from Seena Pajonk
Nettie Herzog from Gayle and Larry Wieseneck
Chester Chet Heyman from Ellen, Marc, and Wendi Kaplan
Harry Hoffman from Marcia and David Danoff
Stephanie Hoffmann from Marvin Glickman
Steven Gessner from Barbara and Jerry Gessner
Minnie G. Greenberg from Martin A. Wenick
Alan Greenfield from Rhoda Greenfield
Isadore Goldberg from Judy Salomon
Jennie Gordon from Nina Wasserman
Sylvia Gurian Hartman from Suzanne L. Jacobs
Hyman Kamenetsky from Steve and Esther Kamenetsky
Allan S. Kaplan from Barbara K. Sebiri
Bertha Kass from Mayer Kass
Florence Kaufman from Louis Kaufman       
Ethel Konner from Mayer Kass
Edward Lerner from Irwin Lerner
Lewis D. Litt from Arnold Litt
Theodore London from Barbara and Arthur Mankin
Faye Maurer from Marvin Schwartz
Toby Messer from Michael Messer
32

William Meyer from Debra Schenkel
Harriet Phillips Nathanson from Marsha Nathanson Messer
Samuel Mitchell Newman from Deborah and Oliver Shapiro
Bertram Newman from Deborah and Oliver Shapiro
Lynne Andrea Nierenberg from Harvey Zeller
Louis Notkin from Joel Notkin
Ruth Skolnick Olderman from Dana Ben-Avi
Dr. Harry Panitch from Thomas Panitch
Joseph Reichman from Esther and Steve Kamenetsky
Goldie Reiner from Michele and Larry Raiken
David M. Revesz from Nogah and Bruce Revesz
Sylvia Richlin from David Mark Richlin
Ethel Riesberg from Marilyn Weisman
Ruth Epstein Rosenthal from Anne Elmowitz
David Sachs from Froman and Etta Mehl
Eleanor Saltz from Gloria Saltz
Morris Mershie Samet from Joseph and Jeanne Samet
Richard Schotland from James Schenkel
Alice Schultz from Sue Weinberger
Benjamin Schwartz from Jay Schwartz
Rachel Seidner from Harriet Seidner
Tobey Shabel from Anita Finkel
Beatrice Shapiro from Deborah and Oliver Shapiro
Bella Shinbein from Aaron Shinbein
Celina Shinbein from Aaron Shinbein
Milton Skolnick from Dana Ben-Avi
Milton Stein from Sue Rosenkranz
Martin Stein from Nancy Ruderman
Gertrude Stein from Nancy and Marvin Ruderman
Herman Stern from Saul Stern
Lionel Stern from Merrill and Rhoda Stern
Marvin A. Stern from Rhoda and Merrill Stern
Irving I. A. Tabachnick from Barbara Tabachnick
Yvette Tekel from Erica and Glenn Lieberman
Celia Tomarin from Roberta Ferrara
Louis J. Wasserman from Arnold Wasserman
Mollie Wasserman from Joyce Wasserman
Irma Weintraub from Sandy and James Weintraub
Herman Weintraub from Sandy and James Weintraub
Leib Nusen Werk from Joseph Werk
Judy Wernick from Steven Wernick
Kenneth Whitney from Lea Whitney
Norman Wieseneck from Gayle and Larry Wieseneck
Morris Wlodawski from Mitchell Wlodawski
Liba Wlodawski from Mitchell Wlodawski
Nettie Zimmerman from Theodore Zimmerman
Mort Zodikoff from Richard Zodikoff
Anne Zodikoff from Richard ZodikoffAnn Berkowitz from
Judy and Adam Schlesinger
CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX

Personals
Through May 2, 2018

MAZEL TOV TO:
Barbara and Arthur Mankin on the birth
of their great-granddaughter, Sloan Violet
Teddi and Scott Dolph on the birth
of their granddaughter, Sloan Violet
Felice and Arthur Nichols on the marriage
of their daugther, Amanda Nichols, and
Harry DeBauche

SINCERE CONDOLENCES
TO THE FAMILIES OF:
Beatrice Alter, mother of Roberta Ferrara
Charles Gelman, father of Rebecca Gelman
Lazar Liberov, father of Lisa Zeltser,
grandfather of Jacqueline Haney, and
great-grandfather of Julia and Ethan Haney
Marion Brod, mother of Gina Vinick
Geraldine Rochman, mother of Lisa Mechanick,
and grandmother of Alana Mechanick

WWW.AGUDATH.ORG
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CONGREGATION AGUDATH ISRAEL OF WEST ESSEX

New Jersey Jewish Singles 45+
“Where Friendships Begin”
Food, Fun, & Mingle
Original Group Version of Trivia with Prizes!
Dessert Buffet
Sunday, June 10, 2018 at 2:30 p.m.
Congregation Agudath Israel
20 Academy Road
Caldwell, New Jersey 07006

ADMISSION: $10.00 – RSVP Required
For information and to RSVP:

Contact Sue Grossbard at singles@agudath.org or 973-226-3600, ext. 145

WWW.AGUDATH.ORG
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WWW.AGUDATH.ORG
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Cantor Joel Caplan................................................................... Ext. 116
Education Director, Susan Werk.............................................. Ext. 122
Director, Synagogue Administration, Meryl Natter................ Ext. 115
Early Childhood Center Director, Geula Zamist....................... Ext. 121
Membership Coordinator, Debbie Lurie.................................. Ext. 118
Operations Manager, Dana Ben-Avi........................................ Ext. 117
Communications Manager, Ellen Oxild................................... Ext. 112
Development Director, Michael E. Bressman......................... Ext. 113
Member Services Assistant, Allison Robinson........................ Ext. 110
Bookkeeper, Rosalie Felberbaum............................................ Ext. 114
Assistant to the Cantor, Dorit Eli............................................. Ext. 126
Development and Admin. Asst, Melissa Steb............................... Ext. 134
Administrative Coordinator of Education, Lori Weinberg.............. Ext. 124
Administrative Asst. for ECC, Jessica Pablo.................................. Ext. 120
Administrative Asst. for Religious School, Scott Bergenfeld.......... Ext. 123
USY Advisor, Shai LeWitter...................................................... Ext. 127
Congregation Nurse, Karen Frank............................................ Ext. 141
JFS Zeller Family Social Worker, Andrea Malmud................... Ext. 143
President ......................................................................... Victor Nhaisi
Sr. Vice President...................................................... Gayle Wieseneck
Vice President ................................................................. Shani Drogin
Vice President .................................................................. Anita Finkel
Vice President .......................................................... Alison Rosenthal
Treasurer.......................................................................... David Moses
Financial Exec ......................................................... Jordan Shumofsky
Secretary.................................................................... Helene Wingens
Counselor.................................................................... Adam Shandler

