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FORWARD

We hope that the following suggestions for reuse will help you in 
reducing the amount of waste you have to throw away and will 
provide some useful ideas for alternatives to disposal. Giving 
new life to old goods saves money on waste disposal, saves space 
in landfills and the natural resources needed to make new prod-
ucts, and can make usable goods available to others. You can 
feel satisfaction knowing that your still functioning refrigerator 
or warm winter coat can provide useful service to someone else. 
Doing this will seem inconvenient. However, it certainly will be 
worth it for our and our children’s environment.

The purpose of this guide is to provide information that is cur-
rently available to us on outlets for reusable items, as well as 
information on rental, repair and recycling. Consider this as a 
place to start in looking for outlets for items no longer wanted or 
needed. Also use this guide if you are searching for second-hand 
goods to purchase. There are bargains awaiting you at garage, 
yard and rummage sales, consignment shops, thrift, and second-
hand stores. 

Thank you for helping reduce waste in West Essex!
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ABoUT THIs GUIDE
Items in this guide are listed alphabetically by category. Each 
category listing provides information on how to redirect the item 
for reuse, or, if no reuse opportunity exists, how to recycle it, 
when possible. Users of this guide are often referred to the  
Yellow Pages or www.superpages.com or other online resources 
for listings of repair and recycling services. Selected reusers/ 
recyclers of materials are listed in the guide that do not appear 
in the Yellow Pages. 

REPAIRInG
often a broken household item, such as a piece of furniture or 
appliance, can be repaired, usually for much less than the cost 
of replacing it. Before you throw out that threadbare old chair 
or squeaky washing machine, call a service center or repair shop 
and give your household goods new life by repairing them. 

This guide refers you to repair services for several of the catego-
ries of reusable or repairable items. Since businesses change, be 
sure to consult the Yellow Pages of your Verizon phone directory 
or online resource to obtain the most current information about 
rental and repair services.

REnTInG
For items that you would use only occasionally, consider renting 
rather than buying. Items, such as power or hand tools, party 
tents and supplies, formal wear, costumes, furniture, and equip-
ment, are widely available to rent and will save you the cost of 
buying, storing, and maintaining them.

REUsE
Many things we discard may be useful to others. for example, 
outgrown children’s clothing can be either sold on consignment 
or donated to second hand stores or social service agencies and 
they will make the goods available to those who need them. 
There are always great bargains to be had at second-hand stores. 
Other ways to provide goods for reuse range from garage or yard 
sales to donating items to rummage sales. Some things may be 
given away for free by advertising in “free” columns of local 
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newspapers and swap sheets. Antique stores are just another 
form of reuse for items that still have value and appeal. When 
goods continue to change hands and find new homes, they are 
kept out of the waste disposal system. 

school teachers and day care providers know the value of sec-
ond-hand craft materials, such as egg cartons, scrap fabric, 
yarns, plastic containers, spools, berry baskets, packing peanuts, 
ribbon, and buttons, using them for art projects. Children have 
the opportunity to learn the valuable lesson of conserving re-
sources by converting materials that otherwise would have been 
thrown away, into endearing collectibles. So before you pitch 
out those fabric scraps that have been cluttering up your storage 
closet, contact a local school, day care center, or nursery school 
for reuse in art activities. 

CREATIVE REUsE
our mothers and grandmothers knew the value of reuse when 
they made patchwork quilts and braided, crocheted and hooked 
rugs out of old clothes. A braided rug made from wool clothing 
can last for years and has special charm. Patchwork quilts be-
come family heirlooms. If you don’t do craft projects yourself, 
perhaps you can find someone who would like your outmoded 
or unwanted clothes or fabric scraps to use for rug-making. Also 
remember that out-of-style clothing can sometimes be altered to 
fit more current fashion looks. Check the Yellow Pages for altera-
tion services. 

REBUY
Buy products/items that still have life left in them and buy prod-
ucts that are made from recycled materials
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fABUloUs fACTs ABoUT REUsE
Did you know that reuse outlets for household and business 
goods are one of the fastest-growing new business activities in 
the US? There are some 1�,000 reuse businesses or agencies in 
North America and the number is increasing every day. Reuse is 
a promising area for economic growth and new jobs, with the 
added benefit of making goods available at low cost.

Over two million tons of reusable durable goods were recovered 
in 199� and the number is growing each year. We still have a long 
way to go, however. The Us Environmental Protection Agency 
estimates that there are some �4 million tons of potentially reus-
able goods that are discarded yearly. The more we reuse, rent, 
reduce, repair and recycle, the less we have to throw away and 
the more natural resources we preserve.

Be sure to check out the Waste Reduction Tips and Holiday Ideas 
pages for easy ways to cut down on your waste.

Here are a few categories to show that reuse covers a very wide 
spectrum of activities, beyond what you might typically think:

antiques
auction
consignment
flea market
factory outlet
liquidator
pawnbroker
repair/restoration
second-hand
surplus/salvage
thrift/non-profit
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JUsT lET IT RoT!–nATURE’s REUsE  
–HoME CoMPosTInG
Most of your kitchen scraps, such as fruit and vegetable peels, 
cores and other trimmings, coffee grounds, tea bags, egg and nut 
shells, along with yard wastes, such as leaves, grass, and garden 
trimmings, may be composted at home in a compost bin or pile 
or in a tumbler. These organic materials break down with the aid 
of naturally occurring organisms, producing a soil-like material 
that can be returned to your flower gardens, shrubbery or lawn 
to improve and enrich the soil. You can even include hair and 
nail trimmings. But meat, bones, fats, and dairy foods should not 
be put in compost bins since they can attract pests and interfere 
with the composting process.

Composting saves you money on trash bags and commercial 
fertilizer. It gives you a rich, organic product to help your soil 
drainage and moisture content. Composting saves energy and 
resources by not having to haul the organic wastes to a land-
fill or other waste disposal facility. It is important to turn over 
your compost often, or else the methane produced will actually 
contribute to global warming. Go to www.compostumbler.com or 
Rutgers (njaes.rutgers.edu) for information.

REMEMBER: REDUCE, REUsE, RECYClE, AnD REBUY!

HoW To UsE THIs GUIDE
Even though some items may have contact information please go to the listing 
below for complete information.

Web-Sites & Telephone Numbers

To locate a local recycling center go to wwwearth911.org and fill in the item 
and your zip code in the spaces at the top and click on go and you’ll get a list 
of locations. In case a location is limited to residents only, contact your county 
recycling info. at Bergen: 201-641-2552; Essex: 973-857-2350; Morris:  
973-285-8394; Passaic: 973-881-4506. Also refer to the following county pages 
or contact your local government. for more places to check out go to: www. 
freecycle.org. for further information contact n.J. solid Waste at:  
609-984-6900 for general information, and 609-984-�4�8 for regulation.

Reuse Organizations

American Red Cross: 973-575-0880
salvation Army: 973-744-3312
Veterans of Foreigh Wars
Vietnam War Veterans
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MUnICIPAl RECYClInG BY CoUnTY

What to Recycle in Bergen County
The following materials may be recycled 
in your community. Boldfaced materials 
are required to be recycled at residences; 
materials with an asterisk (*) must be 
recycled by businesses.

Aluminum Containers* • Antifreeze •  
Asphalt • Auto Scrap • Car Batteries • 
Clothing • Concrete • Construction & 
Demolition Debris • Corrugated  
Cardboard* • Ferrous Scrap Metals* •  
Food Waste • Glass Beverage  
Containers* • Grass • High-Grade  

Paper* • Household Batteries • Leaves •  
Magazines • Mixed Paper* • Leaves • 
Magazines • Mixed Paper* • Motor Oil • 
Newspaper • Non-Ferrous Metals •  
Plastic • Roofing Shingles • Tree Stumps  
& Logs • Steel Containers • Tires •  
White Goods* • Wood Chips/Brush/Wood 
Waste

For more detailed recycling program 
information or local recycling schedules, 
contact your local municipal recycling 
coordinator.

Municipal Recycling Coordinators

Allendale   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-818-4411
Alpine  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-768-6942
Bergenfield   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-387-4055, ext . 3
Bogota  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-342-1736, ext . 267
Carlstadt   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-939-2857
Cliffside Park   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-313-2070
Closter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-784-0753
Cresskill   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-567-2184
Demarest  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-768-6669
Dumont  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-387-5022
East Rutherford  .  .  . 201-729-9752, ext . 278
Edgewater  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-943-1700
Elmwood Park  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-703-2207
Emerson   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-262-6086, ext . 9
Englewood   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-568-3401
Englewood Cliffs   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-568-0242
Fair lawn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-794-5341
Fairview   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-943-3300
Fort Lee  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-592-3635
Franklin Lakes   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-891-4333
Garfield  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 973-546-1429
Glen Rock  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-670-3990
Hackensack  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-646-3955
Harrington Park  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-768-0944
Hasbrouck Heights  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-288-1072
Haworth  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-384-1037
Hillsdale   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-666-4800, ext . 5007
Ho-Ho-Kus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-445-8161
Leonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-592-5771
Little Ferry   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-641-0023
Lodi  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 973-365-4068
Lyndhurst   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-804-2493
Mahway  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-529-3344
Maywood   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-845-2920
Midland Park  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-445-5720

Montvale  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-391-1312
Moonachie  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-641-1813
New Milford  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-967-5044
North Arlington  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-955-5665
Northvale  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-767-0210
Norwood  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-767-7200
Oakland  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-405-7732
Old Tappan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-664-4438
Oradell  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-261-8610
Palisades Park  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-585-4133
Paramus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-265-2100, ext . 687
Park Ridge  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-391-3933
Ramsey  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-825-3400, ext . 229
Ridgefield   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-945-5319
Ridgefield Park  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-440-4860
Ridgewood   .  .  .  .  .  . 201-670-5500, ext . 266
River Edge   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-599-6275
River Vale  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-664-2346
Rochelle park   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-587-7752
Rockleigh   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-768-4217
Rutherford  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-460-3004
Saddle Brook  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-587-2903
Saddle River  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-327-2609
South hackensack  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-440-3283
Teaneck  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-837-4855
Tenafly  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-569-7275
Teterboro  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-288-1202
Upper Saddle River  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-327-2196
Waldwick   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-652-5300, ext . 4
Wallington  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 973-777-0318
Washington Twp .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-664-1734
Westwood  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-664-2349
Woodcliff Lake  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-391-3172
Wood-Ridge   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-939-2438
Wyckoff  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201-891-7000
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Free to all Essex County Residents
Saturday, October 4, 2008

8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Essex County

Fleet Maintenance Garage
99 West Bradford Avenue
Cedar Grove, New Jersey

Items accepted:
Pesticides and Herbicides
Paint thinners and solvents
Oil based paints and stains
Chemistry sets
Propane tanks (barbecue type)
Pool chemicals
Automotive fluids (antifreeze, motor oil, steering fluids, etc.)
Darkroom/Photographic chemicals
Household batteries (AA, AAA, C, D, 9V, NiCad)
Fluorescent light bulbs and ballasts
Mercury and products containing mercury
Gasoline/Kerosene
Household cleaning fluids
Car batteries
Fire extinguishers (home)
Driveway sealer
Aeorsol spray paints

We Will Not Be Accepting
Latex paint – Unlabeled or Unidentified Materials – Asbestos – Regulated 
Medical Waste or Infectious Waste – Commercial or Industrial Waste – Empty 
Containers – Explosives, Munitions, Ordinance or Reactive Materials

Not For Commercial and Industrial Facilities.
Essex County residents must provide proof of residency at the site .
For more information call the Essex County Utilities Authority at: 973-857-2350

HAZARDoUs HoUsEHolD WAsTE DIsPosAl BY 
CoUnTY
Note: Morris County has a permanent collection facility available year-round by 
appointment. Call 97�-8�9-8006 to arrange when you can drop off your hazard-
ous wastes.
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Bergen County Utilities Authority 2008

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTIONS
Paramus: Bergen Community College • 400 Paramus Road

Entry Via Paramus Road ONLY
Sun ., April 6th • Sun ., June 29th • Sun ., Oct . 19th

Mahwah: Bergen County Campgaw Mountain Reservation • 200 Campgaw Rd.
Sat ., May 17th • Sat ., Sept . 13th • Sat ., Nov . 15th

Moonachie: Bergen County Utilities Authority (BCUA) • Foot of Empire Blvd.
Sat ., March 8th • Sat ., July 19th

DO NOT BRING: Computers, electronics or tires to hazardous waste collections!!
All collection sites open (rain or shine) at 9:00 a.m. and close promptly at 3:00 p.m.

FREE OF CHARGE for Bergen County Residents — ID Required! 

•  Businesses must pre-register prior to attending BCUA sponsored collection 
events . A disposal fee will be charged and collected . Please call 201-807-8696 
for additional information .

•  Do you have questions about the BCUA’s Household Hazardous Waste Man-
agement and Disposal Program? Call the BCUA Environmental Programs 
Hotline: 201-807-5825, or visit us online at www .bcua .org .

Acceptable Materials for BCUA Collections
For complete listings go to www.bcua.org
Materials should be in original containers and labeled.

• Aerosol Cans
• Anti-Freeze
• Batteries: All Types
• Blacktop Sealers
• Bug Sprays
• Disinfectants
• Drain Cleaners
• Fertilizer
• Fire Extinguishers

• Fluorescent Light Bulbs
• Gasoline
• Glues
• Herbicides
• Insecticides
• Kerosene
• Lighter Fluid
• Mercury Switches
• Oil Filters (Used)

• Paints: All Types
• Pesticides
• Photographic Chemicals
•  Propane Gas Cylinders  

(1 lb . and 20 lb . only
• Solvents & Thinners
•  Thermostats/Thermometers
• Used Motor Oils
• Varnishes

Unacceptable Materials for HHW Collections
• Unlabeled wastes or containers with unknown contents
• Regulated medical wastes, radioactive materials, and explosives
• Containers larger than five (5) gallons
• Compressed cylinders (oxygen or acetylene)
• Pressure-treated lumber or railroad ties
• Computers, electronics, and tires are NOT accepted at hhw collections

Need help in the disposal of unacceptable waste?  
Call 201-807-5825 or log onto www.bcua.org!
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Household hazardous waste (HHW) disposal and/or recycling is easy and convenient in 
Morris County with the opening of the permanent HHW facility located at the Mt . Olive 
Transfer Station .

The facility is available by appointment only and is open on selected Tuesday (9:00-
12:00) Friday (9:00-12:00) and Saturday (8:00-11:00) mornings . Please do not show up 
to the HHW facility without first calling (973-829-8006) and making an appointment.

Using the permanent HHW facility is available to Morris County residents and is 
also free of charge for most items . Conditionally exempt small quantity generators 
(“CESQGs”) and people living outside of Morris County can manage their hazardous 
waste for a $1 .25 per pound fee . Payments must be made by check at the time the waste 
is being delivered and the checks must be made payable to the MCMUA .
•  For more information about the materials accepted and not accepted at the HHW facil-

ity, see the list below. If you are not sure about a specific material and how to get rid 
of it, please give us a call at 973-829-8006 for proper instructions .

•  Call for directions or visit our website at www .mcmua .com

Morris County Municipal Utilities Authority
Household Hazardous Waste Facility

Acceptable Materials
• Pesticides
• Herbicides
• Oil Based Paints
• Stains
• Paint Thinners
• Solvents
• Antifreeze
• Motor Oil
• Other Automotive Fluids
• Gasoline
• Batteries (Household)
• Batteries (Automotive)
• Pool Chemicals
• Darkroom Chemicals
• Chemistry Sets
• Mercury
• Muriatic Acid
•  Asbestos (100 lb . max and must be 

double bagged)
•  Computers and Monitors (start at $3 .00 

per each item)
•  Latex Paint - ($1 .25 per pound fee if 

brought
•  Propane Cylinders ($5 .00 recycling 

charge B-B-Que sized tank or smaller)

Unacceptable Materials
• Latex Paint (dry it out and throw it out)
• Empty Containers
• Tires
• Construction Waste
• Medical Waste
• Explosives
• Smoke Detectors

Explosives or Highly Reactive Mate-
rials may be dangerous. If you have 
these types of materials, call first 
for safety instructions. DO NOT 
bring these materials without prior 
authorization! These dangerous 
items include, but are not limited to, 
picric acid, isopropyl ether, calcium 
carbide, perchloric acid and benzoyl 
peroxide.
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2008 Passaic County Household  
Hazardous Waste Collection

Collection Sites Open From 7:30 a.m. Until 2:00 p.m. — Rain or Shine

Sunday - April 27 Saturday June 7 Saturday - October 11
Passaic County West Milford Recycling Center Passaic County
Para-Transit Facility 30 Lycosky Drive Para-Transit Facility
(Located behind the old (off of Marshall Hill Road) (Located behind the old
Treasure Island Store) West Milford, N .J . Treasure Island Store)
1310 Route 23 North  1310 Route 23 North
Wayne, N .J .  Wayne, N .J .

Small Quantity Generators (CESQG) must call to make special arrangements.
A disposal fee will be charged. Call 973-305-5738 for additional information.

This program is available FREE OF CHARGE to Passaic County residents only .
Proof of residency will be required .

NO UNKNOWN OR UNIDENTIFIED MATERIALS CAN BE ACCEPTED

YES
Acceptable Materials for Disposal
The following items must be delivered in 
marked containers with original labels:

• Pesticides & Herbicides
• Propane Tanks
• Solvents & Thinners
• Varnishes & Waxes
• Corrosives & Cleaners
• Pool Chemicals
• Oil Based Paints
• Aerosol Cans
• Household Batteries
• Kerosene
• Photographic Chemicals
• Fluorescent Light Bulbs
• Car Batteries
• Used Motor Oil & Oil Filters
• Antifreeze
• Old Gasoline/Oil Mix
• Flares
• Fire Extinguishers
• Mercury Switches & Thermometers

NO
Unacceptable Materials

The following items will NOT be accepted:
• Explosives
• Dioxins
• Medical Waste
• Silvex
• Radioactive Material
• Infectious Waste
• Computers & Electronics
• Tires & Appliances
• Smoke Detectors

For additional information call
Passaic County Natural  

Resources Hotline
973-881-4506

Passaic County Office of Recycling 
and Natural Resource Programs
Program in cooperation with the  

Passaic County Board of  
Chosen Freeholders
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AnTIfREEZE
Used antifreeze can be very toxic if disposed of 
improperly.

Check local service stations. Also, see Hazardous
Household Waste Disposal, pages 1�-16.

APPlIAnCEs
An appliance that is still functioning can be donat-
ed to someone who needs it. Below are some local 
agencies that can use donations of large and small 
working appliances. Call first to find out what is 
needed. See page 8.

Also check the Yellow Pages under Appliances–
Household-Major-Services and Repair for qualified 
appliance repair shops.

Rent:  Consider renting major appliances if you are 
planning to live somewhere for a limited time. 
Renting a refrigerator or washing machine 
will save you the expense of moving the 
appliance or having to sell it at the end of 
your stay. 

look in the Yellow Pages under Appliances –
Household-Major-Renting and Leasing, and online. 

AUToMoBIlEs AnD PARTs 

• old cars will be picked up free of charge by a lo-
cal towing business. Also boats, motor homes, mo-
torcycles, jet skis, snowmobiles, other vehicles.

look in the Yellow Pages under Automobile 
Wrecking  and Automobile Parts and Supplies–
Used and Rebuilt.

Repair:  There are numerous auto repair businesses. look 
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in the Yellow Pages under Automobile Repairing 
and Service . You can ask auto clubs for lists of 
reputable repair garages.

Rent:   Auto leasing can sometimes be convenient and 
cost-effective. Check the Yellow Pages under 
Automobile Leasing for local auto leasing 
companies.

BABY fURnITURE 
  See page 8.

 

BAGS
To reduce the need for recycling bags, carry reus-
able cloth bag for your grocery and other shop-
ping. You can also reuse paper and plastic grocery 
bags for your own shopping needs before recycling 
them. 

A few retailers accept bags for reuse. Bags to be donated should be 
clean, free of any trash or food residue and folded flat.

PAPER BAGs
Recycle:  some local supermarkets

PLASTIC BAGS
  Bags should be clean and free of any paper or food  
  residue.

Recycle: some local supermarkets and other stores.

BATTERIEs–HoUsEHolD
 Invest in rechargeable batteries and a recharge for  
dry cell household batteries, which will save your  
 money and conserve resources. Some rechargers  
 are solar-powered. 
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BUTTon CEll BATTERIEs
(Mercury/silver-oxide, and lithium)
Button cell batteries, such as those used to power cameras, wrist 
watches, calculators, hearing aids and the like, may be accepted 
for recycling through local photo shops or jewelry stores. Cells 
must not be leaking. Call ahead to confirm acceptability and 
preparation guidelines. See www.earth911.org.

DRY CEll BATTERIEs  
(AAA, AA, C and D flashlight type)
To prolong the life of dry cell batteries, store them safely in a 
cool, dry place. Customers may either mail them back for recy-
cling or drop them off at participating retailers.

Alkaline = Hazardous waste, Rechargable = recycle!! 
Under no circumstances should batteries be burned. 

Disposal: non-rechargeable batteries, see Hazardous
Household Waste Disposal, pages 1�-16.

Recycle:  Radioshack stores, staples, etc. (see www.
earth911.org.)

   • nickel-cadmium (rechargeable) type only. 

BATTERIEs–AUToMoBIlE CAR (Lead-acid)
Lead-acid batteries, such as those used in vehicles, boats and 
some video  cameras, should be recycled through dealers who sell 
them, or bring to Hazardous Waste Disposal collection sites.

Check in the Yellow Pages under Batteries-Dry Cell-Whol. and 
Mfrs. or Batteries-Storage-Retail. 
        

BICYClEs AnD PARTs
Keep your bicycle in good repair with frequent 
tune-ups. Bicycles that are no longer needed  
or are not working may be donated to a local  
organization that donates bikes to young people 
and helps them learn to repair their own bikes. 
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non-working bikes and parts also may be recycled as scrap 
metal.

Re•Direct: Donate to local bicycle stores.
  • Bikeland, Caldwell, 973-403-3330
  • Cycle Craft, Parsippany, 800-491-BIKE

Garage and yard sales

Repair:  look in the Yellow Pages under Bicycles–Dlrs.,  
Repairers and Rentals. Also see www.earth911.
org.

BooKs–GEnERAl
some private book dealers will also trade books. Call 
used book outlets first to find out what is acceptable. 
Books should be in good condition. look in the Yellow 
Pages  under Book Dlrs.-Used and Rare. 
Children’s books may sometimes be donated to 

pediatric and dental offices and day-care centers, but always call 
first to find out what is acceptable. Contact Montclair College 
Women’s Club, 97�-78�-7040

BooKs–CHIlDREn’s
Pediatric and dental offices, day care centers, nursery schools

• Call first to see if books are wanted. see page 9.

BoTTlEs AnD CAns–BEVERAGE, DEPosIT
Re•Direct:   Return deposit beverage containers to the place  

of purchase. Recycle all others.

BRICKs AnD CEMEnT
See www.earth911.org.
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BUIlDInG MATERIAls
Typically, the activities associated with construct-
ing, renovating and tearing down buildings gen-
erate large amounts of waste. If surplus or used 
materials are salvaged or segregated as the work 
progresses, they can be donated to those who can 
use them. Materials could include: sheet rock, 

plywood and dimensioned lumber scraps, shingles, roofing paper, 
blocks and brick, stone, architectural details, such as plumbing 
fixtures, molding, staircases, banisters, windows, and doors. see 
page 9.

REnoVATIon  AnD DEMolITIon MATERIAls
Re•Direct:  All reusable building materials, old or new: doors, 

windows, trim, plumbing, lighting, flooring, lum-
ber, cabinetry, slate, brick, shutters, stained glass 
etc. Items should be clean and in good condition. 
See page 9.

BUIlDInG MATERIAls
Re•Direct: See page 9.

Give away for building projects or firewood.

note: never burn pressure-treated, painted wood, 
or plywood. The preservatives and glues in the 
wood give off toxic fumes when they are burned 
and can be dangerous to breathe.

CAlEnDARs
Donate. See page 8.

CAMERAs - sInGlE UsE
Recycle: See page 8. 
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CANNING JARS
Re•Direct: See page 9.

Garage sales

CEll PHonEs
If your cell phone still works and has a battery charger, you can 
donate it to senior citizens for the purpose of calling 911 in an 
emergency situation.

Recycle:  • non-working phones are disasembled and parts  
are recycled and sold.  Funds support the purchase 
of phone cards for Us military in Iraq so they can 
call home. See page 9.

  

CLOTHING
Children often outgrow their clothes before wear-
ing them out. There are  several outlets that 
accept used children’s clothing in good condition. 
Some shops also sell used maternity clothing, 
baby equipment and toys. Be sure to call each 
outlet to determine what is acceptable. Clothing 

and equipment should be clean and neatly folded. Clothing may 
also be sold at garage and yard sales. 

A clever seamstress or tailor can sometimes turn an out-of-fash-
ion garment into one with a more current style. look in the Yel-
low Pages under Tailors for clothing alteration services.

ADUlT AnD CHIlDREn’s
Re•Direct: See page 8.
   Also donate nice cloth to the Nubian Quilters 

Guild, Montclair: nubiannJ@aol.com.
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VInTAGE CloTHInG
Rental: Special occasion clothing, such as costumes, 

gowns, tuxedos and uniforms can be rented 
instead of purchased. 

look in the Yellow Pages under Costume–
Masquerade and Theatrical, Tuxedo Rental and 
Sales, Bridal Shops, or Uniform Supply Service.

COMPACT DISC’S (CD’S)
Recordable CD’s have about �0 mg. of gold that can be recovered 
and some processors can actually remove the data layer and 
reuse the plastic disc.  If you are worried about the info on the 
disc, you can erase it by putting it in a glass of water and micro-
waving it for 5 seconds.  Damaged CD’s can also be repaired.
Better yet, purchase re-writable CD’s. 

Re•Direct: Donate old Music CD’s to a local music shop or   
  charity.

Repair: Auraltech, www.auraltech.com
  • Will repair discs for about $�.00 and guarantee 
  the results.

Recycle: Send pre-paid by UPS ground, third-class mail,   
  freight or other surface transportation to:
  nEsAR systems, 420 Ashwood Rd., Darlington, PA   
  16115, (7�4) 8�7-187�

  Digital Audio Disk Corporation,  Attention Disc   
  Recycling Program, 1800 Fruitridge Ave.,    
  Terre Haute, IN 47804-1788 (81�) 46�-8���
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CoMPUTERs AnD ElECTRonIC EQUIPMEnT
Computers are now a growing, significant percent-
age of our solid waste stream. Consider redirecting 
your obsolete computer to someone who could use 
it. A few local companies refurbish and resell some 
computer brands and models. A non-functioning 

computer may still have parts that are reclaimable, such as the 
circuit boards and hard drives. The same is true for some other 
types of electronic equipment. Try first to repair items; such as 
computers, stereo equipment, phonographs, radios, compact 
disc and tape players. See www.earth911.org. As a last resort, 
bring to Hazardous Waste Disposal sites (pages 1�-16).

Repair: look in the Yellow Pages under Computers-   
  Service and Repair.

Rent:  look in the Yellow Pages under Computers-   
  Renting and Leasing.

note:   Remember to erase your hard drive by format-
ting it in order to remove personal data, prior to 
disposing of your computer

CoRRUGATED CARDBoARD BoXEs
Corrugated boxes are the standard shipping con-
tainer of choice in the United States. They also 
contribute about 1�% of the nation’s municipal solid 
waste. Unfortunately, most boxes get used only 
once before being either discarded or recycled. 

save appropriate sized boxes to reuse for holiday shipping needs, 
or donate them to mail services for reuse. See page 9.

Re•Direct:  look in the Yellow Pages under Packaging Service. 
Also see www.earth911.org.

Recycle: Recycle clean, flattened corrugated cardboard at 
the curb or check local recycle program. 

CRAFTS
• Craft Kits, beads, yarn , material, embroidery items, etc.  Used 
for projects with youth during events. Also see page 6.
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• yarn, fabric, ribbon, string, twine, egg cartons, dowels, puzzle 
pieces, cancelled stamps, maps, brochures, buttons, post cards, 
cancelled stamps, etc.

DIAPERs
It is estimated that an infant will require some 
10,000 diapers during his or her first two years of 
life. Disposable diapers contribute significantly to 
household waste during a child’s early years. Since 
they are designed as single-use items, disposables 

waste a huge amount of resources and contribute to about �% of 
the nation’s solid waste stream. There may be several cloth dia-
per services in our area that will deliver clean, sanitized diapers 
for less cost than what you pay for disposables. look in the Yel-
low Pages under Diaper Service. You can also buy cloth diapers 
and launder them yourself for even greater savings. 

For disposables see page 9.

Cloth diapers make superb cleaning and polishing rags after they 
have served out their useful lives as diapers.
 

DRY ClEAnInG BAGs
Several dry cleaning services and some super-
markets in our area will accept clean plastic dry 
cleaning bags back for recycling. Bags should be 
free of paper tickets, tape, pins, and staples. 
Local cleaners also accept wire clothes hangers 

in good condition. Hangers should be tied with string to prevent 
tangles. Loose hangers are essentially useless to the cleaners. 
Call your dry cleaner first to find out what is accepted.

EGG CARTons
Both paper and plastic egg cartons can be reused 
for purchasing eggs that are sold in bulk. some local 
supermarkets as well as local natural food stores sell 
eggs in flats so that customers may fill their own egg 
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cartons. A few stores will accept clean egg cartons in good condition 
for their egg suppliers or customers to reuse. Egg cartons can also 
be used in crafts and collecting; see page 6.

EYEGlAssEs AnD HEARInG AIDs
Used eyeglasses, frames, lenses and hearing aids 
may be left at any of several local optometrist’s 
and optician’s offices, as well as at some other 
outlets. Call your eyeglasses supplier to find out if 
he or she participates in these programs. 

look in the Yellow Pages under Opticians and Optometrists. Also 
see www.earth911.org.

Used hearing aids may also be sent to HEAR noW, an organiza-
tion that repairs them and makes them available at no cost to 
hearing-impaired people all over the world.

Re•Direct:  hearing aids
HEAR noW, 6700 Washington Ave., south, Eden 
Prarie, MN, 55�44.
• Mail hearing aids in small, sturdy box or padded 
mailing envelope. Be sure to write return address 
clearly so they can send a receipt.

FABRIC SCRAPS
After cutting out a pattern for that new shirt, you 
may wonder what to do with the leftover fabric. 
scrap fabric can have other uses in craft projects 
or can be donated to schools, 4-H groups, quilters 
(page ��), and day-care centers for craft and art 
activities. 

fIlM CAnIsTERs
Those little plastic canisters for 35 mm film make 
great containers for herbs and spices on camping 
trips and picnics or for storage of very small items. 
Some local photo stores will accept plastic photo 
film canisters for recycling from their customers.

Re•Direct: Reuse for storage.
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floWER PoTs
A few local greenhouses and nurseries may take 
certain types and sizes of plastic flower pots back 
for reuse. Pots should be free of dirt and plant 
materials and in good condition. Call your favorite 
nursery to find out if they have a reuse program 
for flower pots.

FOOD
Discarded food in the trash accounts for 11% of 
our waste nationally. This food, when managed 
properly, can be turned into a rich soil amend-
ment for the home gardens. Most food waste  
can be kept out of the waste steam though,  

municipal programs or home composting. The website www. 
compostumbler.com has all of the information you will need. 

  1. Keep food out of your trash through composting
�. Surplus food can be donated to local pantries, 
      soup kitchens, etc.
�. Shop carefully to reduce waste

SURPLUS FOOD
Re•Direct:  Kosher food Bank, south orange. Call Cai. see 

page 9.

  Also see www.earth911.org.

fURnITURE AnD HoUsEWAREs
Sometimes it seems easier to throw an item away 
than it is to find a good home for it, especially in 
the case of furniture. Try selling that old recliner 
or baby high chair at a garage or rummage sale. 
There are several local social service agencies that 
can use clean furniture and housewares in good 

condition. Call them first to find out what is needed and appro-
priate. Also, repairing furniture can save on the cost of buying 
new items. See page 8. Also see www.earth911.org. 
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Check the Yellow Pages under Furniture Repairing and Refinish-
ing and Furniture Stripping.

GlAss fooD AnD BEVERAGE ConTAInERs
Glass jars can serve as storage containers for dry 
foods, such as beans, pasta, and rice. Pretty glass 
bottles make nice gifts when filled with flavored 
vinegars or fruit syrups. some old canning jars are 
potential collectibles, so before you toss them 
out, check with local antique dealers to see if 

your jars are worth money. Glass food and beverage containers 
not intended for reuse can be recycled. Note: glass canning jars 
are not acceptable for recycling. See page 8.

Re•Direct: Reuse as containers for food and other items.

GREAsE, fRYInG oIl AnD fAT
Restaurants and other food service providers that 
generate quantities of used cooking oil, bones 
and fat arrange to have rendering services pick up 
these wastes. Used cooking fats are processed into 
a variety of clean, useful products, such as fertil-
izer and animal feed. See page 8.

GREETInG CARDs
You can give your greeting and holiday cards new 
life by reusing the fronts as gift tags or post cards.

HAnGERs
Metal clothes hangers can be returned to area dry 
cleaners for reuse. See DRY ClEAnInG BAGs for 
guidelines. No loose, bent, or rusty hangers.
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HoRsEHAIR
local theaters reuse the horsehair stuffing from 
chairs, cushions, piano stools and mattresses to 
stuff clown shoes. Must be clean.

  See Furniture and Housewares, page �7.

HoUsEHolD HAZARDoUs PRoDUCTs & WAsTE
Household Hazardous Waste Management accepts 
household materials with hazardous ingredients, 
labeled as poisonous, corrosive, explosive, or 
flammable. Improper use, storage or disposal of 
these products may pose a threat to human or 
animal health and to the environment. See page 
1�-16.

ReBuy: Avoid hazardous cleaning chemicals.

Purchase: Environmentally friendly cleaning products.

HoUsEWAREs        
see fURnITURE

IRON SCRAP
Recycle:  Iron scrap can be taken to local scrap dealers,  

and is collected with recycling in most towns. 
Check the Yellow Pages. Also see www.earth911.
org under “iron”.

JEWElRY
old or unwanted jewelry can be sold through 
garage or rummage sales; antique dealers may buy 
heirloom pieces. old jewelry may also be donated 
to day-care centers or elementary schools for 
dress-up or to theater department costume shops.

Repair: look in the Yellow Pages under Jewelry–Repairing.
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JUNK MAIL
Much of the mail we receive is wanted. However, 
unsolicited mail accounts for more than �0 pounds 
per person per year in the United States and is a 
waste of resources. While there is mail you want 
to receive, you can take steps to reduce unwanted 
mail that you do not want  by having your name 
taken off mailing lists. 

  
Recycle:  Opened mail can possibly be recycled with the 

mixed paper at the curbside. Remember to remove 
any non-paper items, such as credit cards, product 
samples, and computer disks, before you put the 
paper out for recycling. See page 9.

If 500,000 people took advantage of the federal 
Fair Credit Reporting Act, more than 1� million 
pieces of mail would not be mailed. Help save 
a forest, call one of the following numbers to 
remove your name from mailing lists.

Experian 800-353-0809

Transunion 888-567-8688 (888-5optout)

  Mail Preference service, Direct  Marketing 
  Associa tion, Po Box 643, Carmel, nY 10512.
  Register by mail or online at www.dmaconsumers.  
  org/consumerassistance.html

KERosEnE, DIEsEl, lAMP oIl, AnD oTHER 
fUEl oIls

Unless such petroleum products are contaminated 
with another substance, these materials remain 
usable under most circumstances, and should 
be used up, if possible, in accordance with the 
original label.  Kerosene, fuel oils, and diesel 
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fuel–actually a blend of fuel oils–should NOT be used as degreas-
ing solvents, however.

Re•Direct:   some service stations may accept fuel oils; con-
tact stations to determine whether materials are 
accepted and whether they are accepted as sepa-
rate wastes or as mixtures. see pages 13-16.

lAWn MoWERs
Keeping your lawn mower in good repair will  
extend its life. Before getting rid of a non-working 
lawn mower, see if it can be repaired. 

Check the Yellow Pages under Lawn Mowers- 
Sharpening and Repairing. 

A non-repairable lawn mower can be recycled as scrap metal, as 
long as the gas tank is completely empty and dry. Discard the gas 
tank cap in the trash. see www.earth911.org and page 8.

MAGAZInEs
Re•Direct  Magazines by sharing them with friends or donating 

them to doctors’ offices, hair salons, barber shops, 
or nursing homes. Colorful magazines with good 
quality photos can be donated to schools and youth 
organizations for art projects. As a last resort, 
magazines can be recycled along with mixed paper.

MEDICAl EQUIPMEnT
Usable, clean, medical equipment such as wheel chairs, walkers, 
canes, and bathroom safety equipment can be donated. see page 
8 and www.earth911.org.

MEDICATIons
over-the-counter expired medications and leftover prescriptions 
can be dropped off at CVS Pharmacy’s.
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METAl  sCRAP
Recycle: Metal scrap, such as iron, steel, copper, zinc, 

brass, tin, and aluminum, can be recycled at local 
scrap dealers. See the listings under IRON SCRAP 
or look in the Yellow Pages under Scrap Metals. 
See page 8 and www.earth911.org.

MIlK CRATEs
Plastic milk crates can be used for transporting 
and storing children’s books and hanging files.

MoToR oIl–UsED
Used motor oil should never be poured down a 
storm drain, sewer, on soil, or in water ways; nor 
should oil ever be mixed with gasoline, water, an-
tifreeze, or paint, as it may cause dangerous reac-
tions and it will make it unrecyclable. Used motor 

oil should be taken to service stations or auto service centers to be 
recycled. Empty oil containers are not recyclable and should be 
discarded in the trash. See pages 1�-16.

MOTORS
Try repair first. If gas-powered and electric mo-
tors are beyond repair, they can be salvaged for 
their scrap value. Electric motors have significant 
amounts of copper wire and gas motors have 
metal parts that can be recycled.  

Repair: look in the Yellow Pages under Electric Motors–  
  Dealers and Repairing; Engines–Diesel; Engines–  
  Gasoline.

Recycle: look in the Yellow Pages under Scrap Metal or   
  Automobile Wrecking. See page 8.
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MUsICAl InsTRUMEnTs
The cost of some musical instruments may be be-
yond the financial means of a lot of people. Con-
sider donating that beloved saxophone or clarinet 
that you no longer play to someone who is eager 
to learn to play an instrument. Instruments, such 

as pianos, can be rebuilt and sold. Local music stores offer musi-
cal instrument rental arrangements. look in the Yellow Pages 
under Musical Instruments–Rental.

Repair: look in the Yellow Pages under Musical 
  Instruments–Repairing.

Also check with local schools.

nEWsPAPERs
	Re•Direct:    Share your newspaper with someone 

else who does not receive a paper.  
If you don’t pass your paper on,  
remember to recycle it. See page 8.

nECKTIEs
old neckties can be used for craft projects, from 
converting them to classy vests, lampshades, and 
bow ties to skirts and pillows.

offICE PAPER
office paper includes white or colored copier 
bond, letterhead, and computer print-out.

Re•Direct:  Reuse the clean sides of office  
copies for drafts or memos. See 
page 9.



�4

offICE EQUIPMEnT
Keeping your office equipment running in tip-
top condition through regular servicing will save 
money. When buying new equipment, be sure that 
your items have long-term warranties and can 
be easily repaired. outmoded equipment can be 
donated to nonprofit organizations or may possibly 

be recycled. Check with your equipment supplier to find out op-
tions. Also consider buying used, remanufactured, reconditioned 
equipment. often the savings can be considerable over the cost 
of new equipment. 

Re•Direct:  Check with local charities, such as the American 
Red Cross or other agencies, to see if they need 
office equipment.

look in the Yellow Pages under Office Furniture 
and Equipment–Used; Office Machines–Repairing; 
or Office Supplies. See page 8 and www.earth911.
org.

PACKAGInG MATERIAl
see Styrofoam® and Corrugated Cardboard Boxes

PAINT AND PAINT CANS
Re•Direct: Use up paint whenever possible. Give leftover 

paint to theater groups, housing projects, or 
others who can use it. Paint should be left in 
original container with the original label intact. 
To be usable, oil-based paint should be less than 
15 years old; latex (water-based) paint must be 
less than 10 years old and not exposed to repeated 
freezing and thawing. Paint should be in its original 
container with the label intact. Store paint away 
from sources of water and flame, out of reach of 
children and pets.
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Recycle: Paint cans that are completely empty and dry 
with lids removed can be recycled. Empty aerosol 
paint cans may be placed in recycling bins. See 
page 8.

PAllETs
Many retail operations require goods shipped on 
pallets, usually with pallets left behind, which 
then become a disposal problem. Fortunately, 
most pallets are made of clean wood and can 
either be repaired by pallet repair services or 

can be recycled if broken beyond repair. some businesses put 
free pallets out for use as fire wood or other uses. Pallets nailed 
together make sturdy compost bins. see page 8.

Re•Direct: Give pallets away.
Ask your suppliers to take them back for reuse.

Repair: look in the Yellow Pages under Pallets and Skids 
or check with your pallet supplier.

PEsTICIDEs
Re•Direct:  Use pesticides up in accordance with labeled 

guidelines, whenever possible, if pesticides are still 
commercially available and containers are in good 
condition with intact labels. Store pesticides away 
from sources of water and flame, out of reach of 
children and pets.
 
Unused pesticides may also be brought to the 
Hazardous Waste Management Facility. See pages 
1�-16.

ReBuy: Avoid buying hazardous pesticides that you will   
  later have to dispose of.
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PHoTo CHEMICAls
Some photo processing shops will accept spent de-
veloper and/or fixer to be reclaimed. Always keep 
chemicals separate. Call in advance to confirm 
acceptability and for preparation guidelines.

Recycle:  Used or unused photo chemical may also be brought 
to a Hazardous Waste Management Facility. See 
pages 1�-16.

PHoTo EQUIPMEnT
Cameras, enlargers, old photos, postcards (no chemicals). See 
page 8 and www.earth911.org.

PIll BoTTlEs
Some area veterinarians reuse plastic pill bottles 
when dispensing pet medications. Call your animal 
doctor to find out if she or he has a reuse policy. 
Bottles should have child-proof lids.

PRoPAnE TAnKs
See page 8 and www.earth911.org.

QUILTS
Handmade quilts can become heirlooms. Check with 
antique dealers to see if your old quilt is a collec-
tor’s item. If you no longer need your quilt, donate it 
to someone who could use it. Also, old quilts can be 
donated to groups who make quilts for the homeless. 

See the listing under FABRIC SCRAPS.

Re•Direct: American Red Cross for antique stores, church   
  quilt projects, homeless shelters, social service   
  agencies, and thrift stores. See page 9.
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RADIOS
Working radios can be donated to local community 
groups or schools or sold at garage sales. Check 
with a repair shop to see if your nonworking radio 
can be fixed. 

look in the Yellow Pages under Radios–Repair.

  See page 9.
 

Also see the CoMPUTERs and ElECTRonIC 
EQUIPMEnT listing in this guide.

RECoRDs AnD AUDIo TAPEs
Records, audio tapes, CD’s, and software may 
become collectors items over time. If in good condi-
tion, they may be donated or traded at used record 
and tape outlets or donated to a local library.

sCRAP METAl
see METAl sCRAP

sMoKE DETECToRs
Recycle: American Sensors, (800) �87-4�19

  Code one/firex/Maplechase: 
  firex for Disposal, (800) 445-8299, 28C leigh   
  fisher Blvd., El Paso, TX 79906

  Dicon, 3334 Main st., skokie, Il 60076

  First Alert/BRK, (800) ���-9005
  Ground Mail to: first Alert, Radioactive Waste   
  Disposal, 780 CClure Road, Aurorra, IL 60504-�495
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  Life Saver/Frynetics Inc, 1055 Stevenson Court,   
  Suite 10�W, Roselle, IL 6017�

  safety’s sake/fun-tech, 388 north Elliot Creek Rd.,   
  Amherst, nY 14228 

snEAKERs
log onto: www.letmeplay.com/reuseashoe

sPoRTs EQUIPMEnT
Used sporting goods may still be useful to others, if 
in good condition. Donate or sell sports items at ga-
rage or rummage sales. sports equipment may also 
be repaired. Check with local equipment dealers 
to see what can be repaired. Many short-term use 
items may also be rented instead of purchased.

sTUffED AnIMAls
Re•Direct:  •Clean and repairs items and give to children at 

holiday time. See page 8.

sTYRofoAM® PACKAGING
The stuff we love to hate! Those maddening little 
foam plastic peanuts that try to jump out of the 
box and distribute themselves all over your house 
actually can be reused. Considering that the pea-
nuts, known in the retail world as loose-fill pack-
aging, cost around $1 per cubic foot to buy new, 

it makes sense to use them over for your own shipping needs. If 
you have no use for them, donate them to local mail services or 
retailers for reuse. See pages 8, 9-1� and www.earth911.org.

look in the Yellow Pages under Packaging Service.  Peanuts must 
be clean and dry.
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sWInG sETs
See page 8.

TARPS
Tarps, old canvas, burlap bags, or rolls, and  large heavy 
clear or  black plastic sheets - Used for balling up trees. see 
page 8.

TElEVIsIon sETs
When a television set goes on the blink, it may 
need only a simple repair. Check with TV repair 
services before scrapping your set. Occasionally, 
a broken TV set can be used for parts. some local 
dealers sell reconditioned TV sets for much less 
than the cost of a new one. 

look in the Yellow Pages under Television and Radio–Service and 
Repair. See page 8 and www.earth911.org.

TIREs
Americans discard over �40,000,000 tires every 
year! Many of these could still be used if they were 
retreaded. Tires that are worn out can be turned 
into a variety of recycled products, including floor 
mats, waste containers, road surfacing material, and 

playground and track surfaces, as well as being burned for energy in 
specially-designed boilers. Keeping your tires properly inflated and 
rotating them on a regular basis will extend their life. A few local 
tire dealers will take tires back for either retreading or recycling.  
look in the Yellow Pages under Tire Retreading and Repairing to 
find out if your worn tires could be candidates for retreading. see 
pages 1�-16.

ToIlETRIEs
See page 9.
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TonER CARTRIDGEs
Many copier toner cartridge manufacturers re-
charge and recondition their cartridges and even 
provide a mailer for sending the empty cartridge 
back to be refilled. some copier service companies 
provide cartridge refilling and refurbishing service. 
look in the Yellow Pages under Copying Machines 

and Supls.

Recycle: Staples
  Cope Center Inc.
   Montclair: 94 Park st. or 60 south fullerton st.;
   Verona: 30 Gould st.

TOOLS
Hand and garden tools often can be repaired. See 
page 8.

ToYs
Toys in good condition may be donated to wor-
thy organizations, sold in yard and garage sales, 
second-hand stores, or to collectors, depending on 
the kind of toy and its condition.  see page 8.

Re•Direct: Day-care centers, nursery schools
• Must be clean and in good condition.

TUBEs
Paper towels + tissue tubes for craft projects. Day Care Centers, 
Nursery Schools.

UnICoRns • UKUlElEs • UMBREllAs
see Zinc • Zippers, etc.
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VACUUM ClEAnERs
See page 8 and www.earth911.org.

look in the Yellow Pages under Vacuum Cleaners – Service and 
Repair for local repair shops.

Try to donate unwanted vacuum cleaners.

VIDEo CAssETTE RECoRDERs (VCRs)
Re•Direct: Donate to worthy organizations or sell at garage 

sales or secondhand stores. When buying a new 
VCR, find out if the dealer will accept the old one 
as a trade-in for parts or resale.

Repair: look in the Yellow Pages under Video Recorders   
  and Players–Svce. and Repair.

WOOD
BRUSH
Brush piles can provide important winter shelter for small ani-
mals, such as rabbits, chipmunks, grouse, turkeys, and songbirds. 
Instead of hauling off your brush or putting it at the curb for col-
lection, turn it into a gift for your backyard wildlife.

Recycle: Check with your municipality about brush and   
  yard waste collection schedules. See page 9.

ClEAn, UnTREATED WAsTE WooD
Lumber, pallets and other wood items, if free from preservatives 
or paint, may be given away for firewood or building projects.

See TOOLS listing for wood scrap outlet.

X-RAY fIlM AnD EQUIPMEnT
Recycle:     some x-ray film contains silver which is 

toxic/hazardous. Qualified businesses 
may be able to dispose of films. see 
pages 1�-16.
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YARD WAsTE
About �0% of the average household’s waste is 
yard waste and of this, a significant portion is 
grass clippings. Leave grass clippings on your lawn 
instead of bagging them up and disposing of them 
elsewhere. They will protect the lawn against 
moisture loss, provide a natural fertilizer and will 

save you money on disposal and fertilizer purchases. Contrary 
to popular opinion, grass clippings do not contribute to thatch. 
They decompose in a matter of days during the summer months. 

Compost or collect? Most yard wastes, except for brush and other 
woody materials, may be successfully composted at home. Many 
local municipalities have regular or seasonal collection programs for 
brush, yard trimmings, grass and leaves. Call your municipality to 
find out if and when it collects yard waste. see composting, page 8.

YARn
The Day Care Centers, Nursery Schools
• Clean yarn for craft projects. see page 6.

YoGURT ConTAInERs
Reuse yogurt containers for food storage.

Reuse for storing small items, such as buttons, 
screws, or nails. 

Donate to schools or child care centers.

Reuse as sandbox toys or for starting seedlings.

ZInC • ZIPPERs • ZITHERs • ZIP-loCK BAGs 
Use your imagination! With a little effort and thought, you can 
Re•Direct or recycle almost anything!

See www.earth911.org
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WAsTE REDUCTIon TIPs
Finding good homes for household items we no longer need or want 
can help in the battle to reduce waste and save resources. Since 
reuse and reducing waste are higher priorities in the solid waste 
management hierarchy, we give them special emphasis in this guide. 
There are several other ways to reduce waste in our homes, schools, 
and places of work, using ordinary, common-sense methods that are 
available to almost everyone. If you haven’t already put some of 
these waste reduction ideas to work for you, consider the following:

Be	a	waste-conscious	shopper. Careful buying will not only save 
you money on the products themselves, but will save on disposal 
costs because you will be throwing out less packaging and fewer 
worn out products.

Buy	durable	products that are built to last and that can be re-
paired. Maintain products and fix them whenever possible.

Buy	in	bulk. Not all products are necessarily priced cheaper in 
larger sized packaging, but you will still have less packaging per 
product to throw away. some bulk items include: pet foods, laun-
dry soap, and cereals. Concentrates will also save money and 
packaging waste.

Avoid	unnecessary	packaging. Too often products come in double 
packaging, such as cosmetics and beauty aids. look for items that 
are wrapped only once.

Avoid	disposable	products. There are now so many disposable 
products in our consumer culture that the list is nearly endless. 
Much waste can be avoided by switching to cloth napkins, towels 
and diapers, washable plates and other tableware for picnics; re-
chargeable batteries, refillable razors, lighters, pens, and pencils. 
Use a reusable coffee filter in your coffee maker. Carry a reusable, 
insulated travel mug in your car for hot or cold beverages. Think of 
all the plastic and paper cups you will eliminate.

Bring	your	own mug to the office and grocery bag to the store. 
Paper and plastic grocery bags can be used over again for your own 
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groceries–better yet, invest in reusable cloth bags for your shopping 
needs and keep a few in your car. Also reuse plastic produce bags 
when you shop. You can purchase Chico Bags through Congregation 
Agudath Israel to help fund our Environmental Committee projects.

Buy	recyclable	and	recycled	products. Choose packaging made of 
glass, paper, metal and whatever plastic containers 
are recyclable in your local program and be sure to 
recycle the packaging when you are finished with it. 
Also, buying products in recycled packaging helps to 
insure that there will be secure outlets for the recy-
clable materials collected in local recycling programs. 

look for the characteristic recycling arrows that indicate that the 
package is made of recycled material. Manufacturers of steel, alumi-
num and glass containers have used recycled content in their products 
for decades.

Donate. Use this Re•Directory as an information source on outlets 
for goods you no longer want or need. You may also use this guide 
to find products for sale at bargain prices. shopping for reusables 
supports the local economy and keeps useful products in service 
longer.

HolIDAY IDEAs
Think of all the waste left after the holidays. More 
waste–especially food, packaging and gift wrap– 
is generated during the holidays than at any  
other time of the year. Here are some waste- 
reducing suggestions for a greener, less materialis-
tic holiday that will benefit your wallet, as well as  

the environment.

Save wrapping paper, ribbons, and decorations from this year’s 
holidays for reuse on next year’s gifts. old road maps, funny pa-
pers, reusable tins, baskets and boxes, handkerchiefs, dish towels, 
scarves, and the like are great for wrapping and holding gifts. 
Colorful fabric can be used for years to wrap gifts–suggest that the 
recipients use it again for their gift wrapping. save mailing boxes 
and padded mailers, bubble wrap, and Styrofoam® peanuts for 
sending out your packages next holiday season.

don’t 
have 
clipart . 
Can 
you 
pro-
vide?
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For those residents who buy a live evergreen Christmas tree, plant 
it outdoors after the holiday is over. Remember to dig the hole 
before the ground freezes. At the very least, put the discarded 
tree out for your town’s Christmas tree collection days so it can be 
composted.

Reuse old holiday cards as gift tags or to make post cards for your 
own greetings.

Make edible gifts, such as breads, cookies, preserves, dried 
fruits, nut mixes, herbed vinegars, and the like; package them in 
reusable tins, baskets, jars, decorative bags, or boxes. 

Handmade gifts mean a lot. sew, knit, crochet, woodwork, 
stencil, paint, embroider, compose, write, video, or audio tape a 
personal gift for your family and friends.  

Give nonmaterial services, such as babysitting, dog walking, 
house sitting, plant watering, house cleaning, car washing, or 
diaper service; movie, theater, or concert tickets; piano or danc-
ing lessons; massages. Make a donation in a friend’s name to a 
favorite charity.

Give family heirlooms or special treasures to family and friends. 
Keep family traditions alive by passing on those things that are 
associated with people you love. Be sure to include the story of 
the item–who owned it and how it was used.

Buy gifts that save energy and resources, such as compact fluo-
rescent bulbs, low-flow shower heads, cloth shopping bags, 
recycled or tree-free (hemp or kenaf) stationery and note pads, 
rechargeable batteries and rechargers, natural body and home 
care products, beeswax candles, unbleached/organic cotton 
clothing.

emember! Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and Rebuy.
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Please consider the environment before printing this guide. 
Thank you.


