
Response Form:  Year 2018 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Service 

 

First, please read the long Explanation Letter.  Then you’ll know your options! 

Then please respond by Monday, February 2, and please list second and third choices on dates where you can.  Thanks! 

(Remember:  By Jewish law, boys cannot use a date that is before their 13th Hebrew birthday, but girls can.) 

 

Child's Name _________________________ Birth Date: _____________ Hebrew Birthday in 2018:______________ 

(If you know the Hebrew birthday, fill it in here. If you don’t, we will look it up for you. In 2018 most Hebrew birthdays 

are about three weeks before the “English birthday”) 

 

Yes, Mady and Cantor Caplan, we've read the long Explanation Letter, and we know our options.  We'd like this 

kind of service: 

====================================================================================== 

 

(  ) --- Shabbat morning.  We know these are initially assigned by Hebrew birthday. 

 

(  ) --- Shabbat afternoon/evening, between 5:00-7:30.  Includes Torah Reading.  We know these are initially assigned 

by Hebrew birthday. (During March-September, if this service takes place before sundown, it won't include the 

Havdala prayer -- but there's a way to add it in after Shabbat...) 

====================================================================================== 

 

(  ) --- Friday night.  We'd like a Friday night in these months:  ____________________________ 

 

(  ) --- "Unusual" Shabbat. Based on the information on page 5, we're interested in this "unusual" date:  

_____________________________________________________ 

 

(  ) --- Shabbat afternoon, between 2:30-4:30 (all year).  Includes Torah reading.  Generally assumes reception is not in 

the synagogue. (Note that many catering halls run parties either from 1:00-6:00 or 7:00-midnight; this may 

affect your decision...) 

 

     For this mid-afternoon service, we'd like these months:  _______________________________________ 

 

(  ) --- Saturday night, after Shabbat ends. No Torah reading.  Generally done November-January. For this after-

Shabbat-ends service, we'd like this month:  _______________________________________ 

 

(  ) --- Sunday morning when the Torah is not read.  10:30-11:15 a.m. For this service without Torah reading, we'd like 

these months:  _________________________________ 

 

(  ) --- Sunday/weekday when the Torah is read.  (As explained on page 6, each of these dates is likely to be requested 

by several families, so we generally hold TWO morning services on each of these days -- one at 9:00 a.m. and one at 

10:30 a.m.  These dates are generally assigned based on the closest Hebrew birthday (but see note below).  Please tell us 

your first choice, but also include a second and/or third choice -- thanks!) Based on the information on page 6, we're 

interested in these Sunday/weekday dates: _________________ 

 

(  ) ---  We are planning to hold our reception in the synagogue building.  Note:  If you can commit now to using the 

synagogue building for your reception, you get preference in determining the time of the service. 

======================================================================================  

We understand that our request does not guarantee us any particular date, but that you'll do your best, given limitations of 

Hebrew birthdays, vacation times, and requests of other member families. 

 

 Parent's Signature:   ______________________________________________________ 

  

Please respond send this in by Monday, February 2 to Cantor Caplan, Congregation Agudath Israel 20 Academy Road, 

Caldwell, NJ 07006.  For questions, please contact Mady Koenig at 973-228-8933 or MEK902@aol.com. Thank you! 


