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Haggadah means “Telling.” Irrespective of what any seder looks like, the seder is an opportunity 
to weave new questions and new insights into the very fabric of our Jewish lives, to make our 
Exodus journey more meaningful. We are mandated to retell our story as if it were our personal 
experience, in ancient times and today. 
 
2020-2021 continues to be a tumultuous time. When the call for racial justice resonated 
throughout our country, many felt compelled to respond, because our liberation is connected with 
the liberation of all people.  
 
To that end, we offer a few thoughts for your seder, followed by links to other sources for you to 
explore.  A great family pre-Passover activity may be to choose together what you will add, and to 
send to your virtual guests.  (We are grateful American Jewish World Service for permission to use 
material from their Haggadah.) 
 

 
Our Journey begins with an awakening:  We welcome all those who are hungry 
to come and eat. May our seder inspire to go and bring them food.  
  
As we drink each cup of wine of redemption, we stand in solidarity with our brothers 
and sisters everywhere in common quest for freedom and justice. May each of us find 
our capacity to make a contribution in this pursuit.    
    

 
During the seder the matzah, the bread of affliction, becomes the 
bread of freedom.  Hunger and malnutrition plague so many globally and pose the 
greatest health risk.  Going forward, may the bread of affliction be merely a symbol, and 
may all people enjoy the bread of plenty. The bread of freedom.  May we each find ways 
to work towards the goal.   

 
 We stand to open the door to welcome Elijah. Our standing is a 
 commitment to speaking out and protesting acts of hate.  May we take our 
 remembering and act on our beliefs: 

o That we will make a difference.  
o That we will overcome bigotry and oppression. 
o That we will accept everyone’s humanity and aspirations as God-given. 
o That peace will come to war torn countries. 
o The refugees and survivors of violence will find safe harbor.  

 
We close the seder with “Next year in Jerusalem” and we add “Next year in a just world”. 

 
Let us add a fifth question to this year’s seder.  Let us ask ourselves: 

*How can we make this year different from all other years? 
                                           *What is one commitment that you are making this year to advance justice? 

 
Resources:  https://ajws-americanjewishwo.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/AJWS_Haggadah_printable.pdf 
haggadot.com (includes how to build your own Haggadah) 


