
Environmental Committee

CAI Joins the Hazon  
Seal of Sustainability Program

The Environmental Committee is proud to announce that 
the CAI board of trustees voted in favor of joining the Hazon 
Seal of Sustainability program. Hazon is the largest Jewish 
environmental organization in the United States and looks to 
address environmental and related issues through the lens of 
Judaism. Hazon offers a multitude of programs that directly 
touch our lives: CAI has regularly sent cyclists to Hazon’s 
NY Ride & Retreat and its annual Israel Ride in partnership 
with the Arava Institute for Environmental Studies in Israel. 
Hazon runs the Isabella Freedman Jewish Retreat Center 
in Connecticut, the Jewish Food Education Network, Teva 
(outdoor environmental education for kids), and much more. 

The Seal of Sustainability program offers a framework to 
promote sustainable practices by providing methodology, 
resources, and means to describe and execute sustainability 
goals. We already have in place many of the practices 
called for in the methodology, for example, the formation 
of a “green team” (the CAI Environmental Committee). The 
program explains how to draw people together, has regular 
webinars with other green teams, and offers resource 
materials that range from meeting outlines, articles, rituals, 

website links, and access to the network of other “green 
teams.” Hazon staff is available for guidance, and they 
even have a Hazon staff rabbi. Most significantly, there is 
an audit process conducted at the beginning and end of the 
year to determine if our goals have been met. We choose 
the focus area/audit type we would like to undertake for a 
given year: food, facilities, or ecosystems, depending on 
our needs and goals. 

Being part of the program will give CAI access to resources 
to improve knowledge, programming, and environmental 
practices of our community; provide engagement 
with other Jewish communities and the general local 
community on environmental issues; and lead to a more 
knowledgeable, healthy, and happy CAI.

For more information about Hazon and its programs, visit 
hazon.org; for specifics about the Seal of Sustainability, go 
to hazon.org/seal.

If you have questions or would like to join the Environmental 
Committee, please contact Harriet Sepinwall at hsepinwall@
gmail.com or Mark Lipsy at reMark1@gmail.com.

Environmental Committee members celebrating the news that CAI has received the prestigious HAZON Seal of Sustainability. Left to right, 
seated: Rabbi David Saltzman, Mark Lipsy, Harriet Sepinwall, Debbie Arbit, Deborah Schwenk; Standing: Bruce Revesz, Lee Gladstein, 
Nogah Revesz, Bob Markman, Joan Freling, Linda Lowenthal, Ben Larkey, Seth Weisleder (guest speaker, CAI Website Committee chair), 
Karen Eisenberg; Members not pictured: Janet Markman, Ben Alter, Randi Brokman, Sharon Hammerman, David Weisman, and Alix Rubin
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