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In the year which lies ahead, may your home be safe from termites 
and tigers, from rats, racoons, and robbers, from flooding, freezing, 
fruit flies, and foreclosing.  
 
May your electricity be safe from blackouts, your garbage disposals 
be safe from breaking down just when you have company coming, 
and your plumbing refrain from overflowing, especially when you 
have just laid down new carpeting.  
 
May you be able to listen to the news without getting high blood 
pressure, watch a drama without getting a knot in your stomach from 
all the adult content, may you find an outlet for your anger, anxiety, 
agita, and an antidote for your apathy.  
 
May interest rates be low, morale high. May your retirement funds 
grow and your mortgage shrink. May you avoid traffic and may your 
train arrive on time. May your sports teams win the championship 
without too many injuries and may you take up a new hobby this year.  
 
May your children take a liking to you, and your grandchildren call 
you even when they don’t want money, and your great -grandchildren 
teach you how to use your computer.  
 
May all seven and a half billion people everywhere in the world learn 
to love the Jewish people everywhere in the world so that we can 
survive the twenty-first century without a pogrom anywhere in the 
world.  
 



May you turn your attention away from man made irritations and look 
up at the blue sky by day or a starry sky by night and marvel at the 
work of the Creator. 
 
May you turn your attention away from your iphone, your tablet, your 
droid, your laptop.  
 
May you turn your attention toward the beloved faces of friends and 
parents, spouses and children - anybody’s children, who give you 
hugs and kisses and realize that they are what really matters, what 
gives purpose to your life. And bad as life is sometimes, you are alive 
and that is a miracle.  
 
And in moments of loneliness remember that you are never alone - 
God is with you and loves you and so do I. 
 
Shanah tovah. 


