
 
CONGREGATION 

AGUDATH ISRAEL 
 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND SOUTHERN 
JEWISH HERITAGE TOUR 

 

Created for adults and families with teens 

Congregation Agudath Israel’s two-part trip to Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Louisiana will feature exciting museums, visits to important Civil Rights sites, 
and conversations with members of Southern Jewish communities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 9-16, 2022 

Birmingham | Selma | Montgomery | Jackson | New Orleans 

 
 A small stipend will be offered to CAI teens. 

Goldring/Woldenberg 
Institute of Southern Jewish Life 

Sponsored by CAI’s Tzedek Initiative 



PRIMARY TOUR ————————————————————— 
 
Wednesday, November 9 | Birmingham  
Fly to Atlanta, Georgia. Accompanied by Susan Werk, the bus will depart at Noon from the 
Atlanta Airport to Birmingham, Alabama | Explore the 16th Street Baptist Church, Kelly Ingram 
Park, and the city’s Civil Rights district with a Birmingham native and public-school educator | 
Meet with staff of Birmingham’s Conservative congregation, Temple Beth El, to learn about their 
Beth El Civil Rights Experience project. No included meals. Overnight in Birmingham. 
 
Thursday, November 10 | Selma 
Spend the morning at the Birmingham Civil Rights 
Institute | Travel to Selma, Alabama | Experience small-
town Jewish life in conversation with the last remaining 
congregants of Temple Mishkan Israel in Selma | Follow in 
the footsteps of heroes on a walking tour of Selma, 
including Brown Chapel AME Church, the National Voting 
Rights Museum and Institute, and the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge | Travel to Montgomery, Alabama | Included meals: 
breakfast and lunch. Overnight in Montgomery. 
 

Friday, November 11 | Montgomery  
Learn about the pioneering justice work of the Southern 
Poverty Law Center | Face the history of slavery, lynching, Jim 
Crow, and mass incarceration in America at the National 
Memorial for Peace and Justice and The Legacy Museum: 
From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration | Debrief your 
experience and learn about the current fight for equity in 
America with staff members of the Equal Justice Initiative | 
Celebrate Shabbat at Agudath Israel Etz Ahayem | Included 
meals: breakfast and dinner. Overnight in Montgomery. 

 
Saturday, November 12 | Montgomery  
Spend a relaxing Shabbat reflecting on the trip | 
Shabbat ends at 5:23pm, leaving plenty of time for 
participants to have dinner on their own | Schedule 
permitting, catch a show at the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival | Included meals: breakfast and 
lunch. Overnight in Montgomery. 

 
 
Sunday, November 13 | Montgomery  
Attend services at Dexter Avenue King Memorial Baptist Church, 
Dr. King’s pulpit in Montgomery from 1954 to 1960 | Return to 
Atlanta airport for 6:00pm or later departure back to New Jersey 
with a new perspective on American Jewish history and Jewish 
life in the South. Included meals: breakfast and lunch. 
 
 

 

Note: For both the Primary Tour and Tour Extension, where meals are included, vegetarian or 
kosher meals (when available) are offered.  



TOUR EXTENSION ———————————————————— 
 
Sunday, November 13 | Montgomery and Jackson  
After services at Dexter Avenue, drive to Jackson, Mississippi | Engage with the past at the 
Mississippi Civil Rights Museum | Head to Beth Israel Congregation for dinner with staff members 
of the Institute of Southern Jewish Life and learn about the legacy of Rabbi Perry Nussbaum and 
the Freedom Rides. Included meals: breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Overnight in Jackson. 
 
Monday, November 14 | Jackson  
Reflect on the legacy of the Civil Rights Movement at the 
Medgar and Myrlie Evers Home National Historic Site and on 
the campus of Jackson State University | Travel to New 
Orleans via Whitney Plantation, an award-winning museum 
that centers the experiences of enslaved people in its 
interpretation | Enjoy dinner at Kosher Cajun, a Jewish deli 
with a New Orleans twist. Included meals: breakfast and 
dinner. Overnight in New Orleans. 
 
 

 
Tuesday, November 15 | New Orleans  
Take a bus and walking tour of New Orleans’ Jewish history | Enjoy 
a group lunch at Rimon, the kosher farm-to-table restaurant at 
Tulane Hillel | Tour the newly opened Museum of the Southern 
Jewish Experience | See the iconic jazz band at Preservation Hall 
and then grab late-night beignets at Café du Monde, or spend the 
evening exploring New Orleans on your own. Included meals: 
breakfast and lunch. Overnight in New Orleans. 
 

 
 
Wednesday, November 16 | New Orleans  
Spend the morning exploring New Orleans on your own | Return home with a new perspective on 
the Civil Rights movement and Southern Jewish life. Included meal: breakfast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Budget details 
 
Costs below are estimates. The final cost of each segment of the trip will be determined 
based on the number of participants who commit to each. 
 
PRIMARY TOUR and TOUR EXTENSION include: 
 

 All museum visits, tour guides, congregational visits, and other activities 
 Wraparound tour guiding services, including pre-trip orientation and on-the-ground 

leadership from ISJL staff, with one ISJL group leader accompanying the tour group 
 Full breakfast daily 
 Lunch and dinner as per itinerary 
 Primary Tour 

o 4 nights in a full-service hotel room in double or single occupancy 
o Motor coach transportation initializing at Atlanta Airport, traveling to Birmingham, 

Selma, Montgomery, and returning to Atlanta Airport (including all fees, taxes, and 
gratuities) 

 Tour Extension 
o 3 nights in a full-service hotel room in double or single occupancy 
o Motor coach transportation initializing in Montgomery and traveling to Jackson and 

New Orleans (including all fees, taxes, and gratuities) 
 

PRIMARY TOUR Estimated per person cost 
for 20 participants 

Estimated per person cost 
for 40 participants 

Double occupancy $1,510 $1,100 
Single Occupancy $1,910 $1,500 

 
TOUR EXTENSION Estimated per person cost 

for 15 participants 
Estimated per person cost 

for 30 participants 
Double occupancy $1,460 $980 
Single Occupancy $1,760 $1,280 

 
 
KEY DATES 
 

 May to July: Verbal commitments (please provide verbal commitment to Shari Ornstein 
(sornstein@agudath.org) 

 August 1: Firm commitment and $250 per person deposit due 
 September 9: Balance of fee due 

 
OTHER NOTES 
 

 The tour fees DO NOT include air travel. Each individual is responsible for booking 
their own air travel 

 ISJL will provide, as requested, guidance on extensions prior to and at the end of 
the tour 

 Tour will follow ISJL COVID rules, which will be published in advance of the trip 
 If you are interested in the tour and would like to be included on a list for further 

information or have questions, please feel free to reach out to Morris Lewis 
(morrislewis.montville@gmail.com); Ruth Jaffe (rejpjh@mac.com); or Susan Werk 
(swerk@agudath.org) 


