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How Japan and Israel Can Strengthen Their Alliance, and Why They Should 
By Abraham Cooper and Kinue Tokudome  jns.org   December 27, 2021 
Tokyo must distance itself from Iran and from UN 
anti-Semitism. 

Next year, Japan and Israel will reach a major 
milestone: 70 years since relations were established 
between these two unique democracies. In that time, both 
countries have made immense strides from uncertain times 
following World War II. Today, in the 21st century, they 
are both among the most technologically advanced 
democracies. 

As two people who have worked to promote 
understanding and friendship between Japanese and Jewish 
people for decades, we enter this anniversary year with 
great anticipation. 

One of us has been building relationships in Japan 
since the 1980s to increase awareness and educate Japanese 
people about the Holocaust, Jewish history, and Israel. The 
other has been writing and translating books and articles 
about the Holocaust and Jewish people for Japanese 
audiences for more than 25 years. 

We have traveled to Japan many times; met with 
Japanese government officials as well as Israeli and 
American ambassadors to Japan; and spoken to the media. 

Recently, an interesting article caught our attention. It 
suggested that Japan and Israel could form a powerful new 
alliance with the US. This is a wonderful vision that 
deserves to be pursued. 

However, we believe that it is imperative for Japan to 
first address its long-held position towards Israel that has 
deeply disappointed those who would support closer ties. 

Obstacles to establishing a new alliance 
A few months ago, we published an op-ed in Japan, 

calling for its boycott of the 20th anniversary of the anti-
Israel Durban Conference. Disappointingly, Japan went on 
to attend this anniversary event of the antisemitic 
conference, rather than joining 37 major countries, 
including all other G7 members, that boycotted it. 

Then, on December 1, we were shocked to learn that 
Japan voted in favor of a resolution at the United Nations 
General Assembly that referred to the site of King 
Solomon’s ancient Holy Temple (Temple Mount) as an 
exclusively Muslim site. The U.S. and other democracies 
denounced the move and refused to endorse such a 
resolution which erodes trust that the U.N. will ever have a 
positive role to play in resolving the Israel-Palestine 
conflict. Further, many Israelis were incredulous that 
Japan, a proud ancient people, and culture that zealously 
reveres and protects its past, would so callously deny the 
Jewish people the right to protect and celebrate its 3,500-
year history. 

Japan’s silence on the problem of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA) is another concern. Many other 

groups, including other donor countries, have raised their 
voices criticizing UNRWA’s corruption and hate 
education. 

Japan also provides direct aid to the Palestinian 
Authority while failing to openly condemn their “Martyrs 
Fund” which provides monthly stipends to Palestinians 
who commit acts of terrorism against Israel and to the 
families of deceased terrorists. Known as a “pay to slay” 
scheme, the U.S. has even enacted a law to cease economic 
aid to the P.A. until it stops paying these stipends. 

It’s also well-known that terrorist organizations such 
as Hamas are backed by Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s regime 
in Iran, a regime that has publicly sworn to wipe out the 
Jewish state. Yet, Japan maintains “historically friendly 
relationship” with Iran. 

Lastly, there are the recurring incidents in Japan’s 
political and social arenas that reveal shocking ignorance, 
most notably dabbling with inappropriate references about 
Nazis and Nazi symbols and even flirting with latter day 
fascists and Nazis. Such troubling incidents even 
threatened to mar the opening of Tokyo’s 2020 Olympic 
Games  and stained the reputation of several Japanese 
politicians. 

Opportunity for partnership 
But the good news is that Japanese and Israeli business 

joint ventures are at an all-time high. Israel is no longer a 
distant unfamiliar place to Japan but a true partner in the 
economic sphere. With shared democratic values and tech-
driven economies, there’s much to be gained by forming a 
strong alliance between the two countries, or even one 
including the U.S. 

However, if Japan sincerely wants to form such an 
alliance, we believe the Japanese government must show 
that Japan indeed shares the same values as Israel and the 
U.S. Otherwise, it appears Japan only wants to gain 
economic advantage, while politically it continues to act in 
ways that directly threaten Israel’s very existence. 

Alliances must be built on trust. 
Roadmap to achieving true alliance  
To begin forging a true alliance, we recommend that 

Japan take the following four proactive steps to reverse the 
repeated positions they’ve taken against Israel. 

First, Japan must reverse its long-held and outdated 
stance at the U.N. It is no secret that U.N. agencies, 
especially the Human Rights Council, serially attack the 
Jewish state. Such reckless behavior bordering on overt 
antisemitism would eventually change if influential 
countries like Japan would align with other democracies 
and vote “no.” 

Second, leverage its unique position as a major donor 
to UNRWA by calling for significant reform and 
transparency in all areas ranging from its financial 
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malfeasance to blatant anti-peace curriculum foisted on 
Palestinian children. 

Third, if Japan is to claim that it shares the same 
values as the U.S. and Israel, it must condition its direct aid 
to the P.A. on ceasing payments through the Martyrs 
Fund, which incentivizes violence against Israel. 

Fourth, it is past due for the Japanese government to 
adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
(IHRA)’s definition of anti-Semitism and follow its 
illustrative examples as guidance. As the world witnesses a 
staggering increase of antisemitic incidents, the IHRA 
definition has been adopted by major democratic 
countries, including South Korea, which was the first 
Asian country to do so last August. 

These steps will create the proper foundation for a 
strong alliance between the two countries. 

Finally, it is our belief that the two governments can 
work closely to deepen and expand the Abraham Accords 
across the Arab/Muslim world and beyond. Such efforts 
will also advance Japan’s foremost diplomatic policy, “Free 
and Open Indo-Pacific,” given the traditionally close 
relations between Israel and Australia and the recently  

flourishing one between Israel and India. 
Forging a new alliance in 2022 
We know there is one Japanese hero, the late Chiune 

Sugihara, who would be smiling down from heaven if the 
70th anniversary would spur a new level of cooperation 
between our peoples. He helped Jews at the time of their 
most dire of need during the Holocaust. He refused to stay 
on the sidelines and saved thousands of Jews from certain 
death. 

We believe Japan has much to gain by following the 
roadmap above. Japan has the opportunity to build a new 
and dynamic alliance between Japan, Israel and the U.S. In 
so doing, Japan not only aligns with many other 
democracies, but it also furthers its own political and 
business goals while partnering with Israel, an old/new 
nation that shares similar values. Indeed, establishing a 
new alliance among these influential democracies can mark 
a promising new era for these countries and the world. 
Rabbi Cooper is the Associate Dean and Director of Global 
Social Action for the Simon Wiesenthal Center. Mr. Tokudome 
is a Japanese author and translator. Her past publications include, 
“Courage to Remember: Interviews on the Holocaust.” 

 
Why Indonesia Could Be the Next Country to Normalize Its Ties with Israel 
By Amotz Asa-El     jpost.com   January 1, 2022 
The world’s largest Muslim-majority nation should 
stop treating the Jewish state like a mistress. 

The plan was brave: land 150 marines in Dutch New 
Guinea, incite the natives to rebel, and then have their land 
– a chunk of equatorial rain forests and wetlands the size 
of Poland – join the 13-year-old Republic of Indonesia. 

Militarily the operation that took place 60 years ago 
next month nosedived. Dutch jets detected the 
approaching flotilla and the Dutch navy intercepted it, 
sinking one vessel, disabling the rest, and killing 39 
Indonesian troops. 

Politically, however, the attack was a big success, as 
America forced the Netherlands to retreat, much the way it 
had forced Britain and France to abandon the Suez Canal 
to Gamal Abdel Nasser’s Egypt in 1956, despite his 
military defeat. 

Nasser’s Indonesian equivalent was Sukarno, whose 
eviction of the Dutch emboldened him as he maneuvered 
between East and West while replacing democracy with 
autocracy. However, by 1965 his geopolitical acrobatics 
got out of hand, resulting in a civil war between the 
American-backed military and the Chinese-backed 
Communists. 

One year and hundreds of thousands of fatalities later, 
Indonesia sidelined its founder and veered west. That 
included a slow retreat from Sukarno’s anti-Israeli 
dogmatism, a glacial journey that should now reach its 
destination. 

Israel was quick to realize Indonesia’s importance, 
recognizing it in 1950, ahead of most other countries. 

However, five years later Sukarno hosted an African-
Asian conference that became a landmark in anti-Israeli 
diplomacy. What began with a rejection of Israel’s request 

to participate in the conference culminated in a resolution 
calling on Africa and Asia to take the Arab side in the 
Middle East conflict. 

Sukarno’s successors remained formally anti-Israeli, 
but down in the field they quietly changed course. 

The two countries began trading, and what started in 
1967 with a shipment of military uniforms became by the 
1980s a shipment of Skyhawk fighter jets, which were later 
followed by Israel Aerospace Industries’ drones. 

Military cooperation eventually spread to other fields, 
with Israeli telecoms arriving in Indonesia, and Indonesian 
textiles, diamonds and coconuts arriving here. 

Israel became increasingly legitimate. In 2005, an El Al 
plane landed in Aceh, Sumatra, with 75 tons of emergency 
aid for tsunami victims. In 2008, Magen David Adom 
signed a deal to train paramedics in Indonesia. Then 
Indonesian pilgrims began arriving in Israel, growing since 
last decade to an annual 30,000. Though disrupted by 
2018’s fighting in Gaza, and then by the pandemic, this 
traffic is expected to resume. 

While trade is believed to have already exceeded an 
annual half a billion dollars, diplomatic contacts also 
evolved. 

In 1993, Yitzhak Rabin arrived in Jakarta and met with 
Sukarno’s successor, Suharto. In 2000, Shimon Peres 
landed in Jakarta, in his capacity at the time as regional 
cooperation minister. In 2003, former president 
Abdurrahman Wahid visited Israel. In 2013, then-economy 
minister Naftali Bennett arrived in Bali for a gathering of 
the World Trade Organization. 

Added up, this is a trend with a clear direction, one 
obviously steered from above, and seeking a middle road 
between the paths of Indonesia’s two neighbors: 
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Singapore, which has been openly friendly with Israel since 
its establishment in 1965, and Malaysia, whose hostility to 
Israel is second only to Iran’s. 

It was a good course, from Indonesia’s viewpoint, for 
its time, but now that time is up, because this middle road 
has become historically anachronistic, diplomatically 
foolish and strategically absurd. 

Back when Indonesia chose to treat Israel as a 
mistress, rendezvousing with it only in the dark, the Jewish 
state was still ostracized by two superpowers, China and 
the Soviet Union, as well as the rest of the Eastern Bloc, 
and also India, which until 1992 refused to admit an Israeli 
ambassador (though it did allow an Israel consulate in 
what then was called Bombay.) 

Today this history is so distant that to younger Israelis 
it sounds like prehistory. Over the past 30 years, Israel has 
had full diplomatic, commercial and cultural relations with 
all the superpowers. Trade with all of them is vibrant, and 
some of it is in fact strategic, like the defense relationship 
with India or the exchange of academic and infrastructure 
enterprises with China. 

This means that by shunning Israel the way it does, 
Indonesia is relegating itself to the company of economic 
laggards like Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh. 
Indonesia, with 270 million people sprawled on more than 
17,000 islands between Oceania and China, is in a position 
to become a major world power. Shunning Israel will not 
serve that cause. 

The foolishness is about the Indonesian attitude’s 
Arab context. 

Back when Suharto shaped Jakarta’s attitude, Israel 
was at war with the entire Arab world, and he consciously 
surrendered to Arab pressure not to recognize the Jewish 
state. Today, Israel is formally at peace with five Arab 
countries, including the largest, Egypt, and is in the 
process of normalizing relations with a sixth country, 
Sudan. Collectively, these countries are home to half the 
Arab world’s population. 

Where in this configuration does Indonesia want to 
belong: alongside Egypt and the United Arab Emirates, or 
between Syria and Yemen? 

Beyond diplomacy and economics looms the most 
crucial reason for which Jakarta should reconcile with 
Jerusalem: religion. 

Like almost any other country, Indonesia is threatened 
by Islamist violence. But unlike any other country, it is in a 
position, as the world’s largest Muslim-majority state, to 
inspire a great reconciliation between Islam and the rest of 
mankind. That is indeed where its leaders seem to be 
aiming. 

However, shunning the Jewish state is, for millions of 
Jews worldwide, an affront, and thus hampers Indonesia’s 
potential role as a leader of mankind’s inter-religious 
reconciliation. This is Indonesia’s strategic calling, and its 
leaders know this. That is why the next Abraham Accord 
will be signed between the world’s largest Muslim domain, 
and only Jewish state. 
Mr. Asa-El’s bestselling Mitzad Ha’ivelet Ha’yehudi (The Jewish 
March of Folly, Yediot Sefarim, 2019), is a revisionist history of the 
Jewish people’s leadership from antiquity to modernity. 

 
How China Is Using Investment and Debt to Turn Trading Partners into Clients 
By  James Snell    english.alaraby.co.uk  January 7, 2022 
The victims of the Belt and Road Initiative. 

The People’s Republic of China advertises its political 
and economic systems as ‘socialism with Chinese 
characteristics’. Across the world, the business of 
borrowing and lending, and a great deal of construction, 
have assumed Chinese characteristics of their own.  

Completing the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has 
been part of the constitution of the governing Chinese 
Communist Party since 2017. It is the signature economic 
idea of president Xi Jinping. BRI aims to reshape the 
global economy and create in its new image a Chinese-led 
world order. 

BRI was long treated almost fancifully in the West. 
China’s rise was undeniable, but the goals of this 
programme appeared too large to be conveyed. Instead, 
the media took to calling BRI the ‘New Silk Road’ (a name 
that was in official Chinese circulation), likening it to a 
revival of the transcontinental trade routes which 
connected imperial China to hungry international markets 
centuries ago. 

Its imagery was of trains of camels rather than BRI’s 
realities: massive rail junctions in central Asia, regulatory 
harmonisation, international container ports, and 

incidental projects from Europe to China and across 
Africa and the Middle East. 

It was taken more seriously in those countries where 
work swiftly began.   

"The Belt and Road Initiative aims to do nothing less 
than reshape the global economy and create in its new 
image a Chinese-led world order" 

The fuel for this project is Chinese cash, and more 
accurately Chinese-held debt. Between 2013 and 2018, and 
significantly increasing since, the South China Morning 
Post reported that around $300 billion of BRI cash was 
disbursed for work in over fifty countries, hundreds of 
billions of which was publicly and privately guaranteed 
debt to Chinese companies and state banks. 

In September, it was reported that the 'hidden debts' 
accumulated by BRI countries were over $385 billion. 
More than forty poor countries were exposed to as much 
Chinese debt as 10 percent of their total GDP. 

The United States has long accused China of building 
“debt traps” with which to ensnare less developed 
countries via costly Belt and Road projects financed 
entirely by borrowing. Naturally, China has denied these 
claims. Since the pandemic began, it has participated, for 
the first time, in international debt relief summits, although 
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only on a “case-by-case basis”, and the $12.1 billion of 
debt relief that a China-African forum boasts about is a 
fraction of the hundreds of billions of dollars given out in 
loans.   

The conditions attached to Chinese loans have been 
variously described as ‘crippling’ and ‘draconian’. Populist 
politicians, including Malaysia’s former prime minister 
Mahathir Mohamad, sought to escape and warn against 
Chinese loans seen as constraining and overly stringent.  

An example of the “toxic clauses” in these loan 
agreements was recently found in Uganda, where it was 
reported at the end of November that China would take 
possession of Entebbe airport further to Uganda’s inability 
to repay two hundred or so million dollars in loans taken 
out in 2015.   

The example was so prescient of China’s apparent 
“debt traps and data traps” that Richard Moore, the head 
of Britain’s Intelligence Service (commonly known as 
MI6), obliquely referred to the subject in a rare broadcast 
interview. Chinese state outlets have since suggested that 
both Uganda and China agree that a handover will not take 
place.  

In Pakistan, a showpiece of Chinese direct investment, 
a funnel for Chinese capital investment, the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor, is in difficulty. Nominally 
worth $50 billion in investments, one of the prestige 
projects is the development of a major port at Gwadar. 

China has stated that it intends to build Pakistani 
economics up from scratch, from the level of farming. 
This includes developing new logistics systems, importing 
novel technology to revolutionise production and broadly 
reordering Pakistan’s economy on modern, and Chinese, 
lines. 

The scale is staggering. In 'The Dawn of Eurasia', a 
book by Bruno Maçães published in early 2018, Pakistani 
locals react equivocally to China’s plans to recreate primary 
industries in their country, going so far as to import the 
seeds and pesticides for approved crop varieties from 
China. 

Last month, Pakistani businessmen associated with 
Gwadar complained to the Financial Times that years after 
the initial announcement of the project, they are yet to see 
promised rewards from the economic harmonisation. 
Powered by Chinese loans, and staffed by imported 
Chinese workers, local businesses see little activity. 

“China only procures sand and gravel locally for 
construction projects. All other raw materials are imported 
from China,” Nasir Sohrabi, president of Gwadar’s Rural 
Community Development Council, told the FT.   

Local workers have even protested against the Chinese 
presence, something that was, as recently as 2019, the 
subject of glowing, or at least guarded, local testimonials in 
current affairs documentaries.  

Chinese investment into Pakistan has fallen a little in 
the last couple of years. The pandemic era has seen a 
comparable contraction of China’s international standing 
and some Belt and Road projects. 

But from primary industry and haulage to prestige 
projects, BRI has provided the capital for construction 
across the less developed world. Its loans have funded ‘the 
world’s emptiest airport’, Mattala Rajapaksa International 
in Sri Lanka, which lay in suspended animation – with no 
flights departing or arriving each day – for several years 
before the pandemic added variety and excitement to 
aviation. 

Belt and Road loans have poured into Arab countries 
like Oman, whose Duqm port has received increased 
investment and traffic thanks to Chinese money and trade. 
There are others like it, terminals for a world-spanning 
trading system under constant construction. 

These loans have also built and delivered up to China 
a port, Hambantota, which was already administered by 
workers from China. Defenders of the project insist that 
Chinese worker numbers, although continually rising, 
remain a small proportion of the total labour force in Sri 
Lanka.  

Similar projects are either ongoing, or are in prospect, 
across the Eurasian continent. 

From Kashgar in Xinjiang province to the Balkans, the 
model is the same. Infrastructure projects are drawn up, 
sometimes necessary ones, sometimes projects designed 
for government prestige rather than local utility. Loans are 
made by state-backed Chinese banks, to pay part or the 
whole of the cost, which is often inflated. 

The firms tasked with the building are Chinese. They 
import Chinese managers and Chinese workers. Once the 
project is done, the local government is left with the bill – 
unless they default, in which case Beijing is able to take 
possession. 

The Chinese control of vital infrastructure in countries 
like Britain and Greece, and even abandoned projects like 
in the United Arab Emirates, show that China can also 
easily buy and sell its way to the ownership of key 
industries.  

"Completing the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has 
been part of the constitution of the governing Chinese 
Communist Party since 2017" 

In the equivalent period, as the Belt and Road 
Initiative has grown, Chinese diplomacy has also become 
more abrasive. So-called ‘Wolf Warrior’ diplomats, named 
for a popular jingoistic film series, have started spats on 
Twitter (which is banned in China) with journalists, 
politicians, and critics of the Chinese Communist Party in 
democratic countries. 

At the same time as China is keener to appear 
militarily strong and more diplomatically assertive, its 
immense financial musculature has become more prudishly 
hidden. Entebbe airport will now never fall under formal 
Chinese ownership, so great has the international backlash 
proven.   

Nor will China likely take possession of much of the 
primary industry and logistics of Pakistan, despite China’s 
having profound financial leverage over the Pakistani state, 
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and enough reason to invoke the diplomatic equivalent of 
‘punishment clauses’ in all manner of loan agreements.  

Behind the scenes influence may prove preferable to 
direct control, especially in an age where the publics of 
many countries are increasingly hostile to China and 
perceived Chinese bids for hegemony. In foreign countries 
where Chinese have newly moved (either as workers on 
these megaprojects, or middle classes looking to spend 
money amid relative freedom), there has often been local 
hostility. 

Chinese workers often have to be protected by police 
forces, as in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, and Bangladesh. Meanwhile Chinese 
tourists and expatriates are disdained for reputed bad 
behaviour, and for pricing locals out of  housing and retail 
markets, as in Cambodia. 

Some of this might be little more than anti-Chinese 
xenophobia. But whatever its origins, it might militate 
policymakers in Beijing towards a softer and more 
consensus-based approach to foreign loans, rather than a 
coercive one. 

The brute realities of China’s own economy are 
increasingly scrutinised with scepticism by international 
financial institutions. China has housing bubbles in its 
densely populated cities, and an oversupply of homes, in 
which no one will ever live and which must be demolished, 
in other places. Its banks are broadly considered rackety, 
with the property giant Evergrande perpetually in the 
headlines as it defaults on loans for the first time this 
month. 

Even as China attempts to prove itself a safe harbour  

for foreign debt, a few international investors have begun 
to talk more openly about China being an unsafe bet, as 
every country without the rule of law is prone to be. 

The massive ‘bribes’ and favourable contracts 
apparently given by Apple to China as the price of doing 
business in the PRC have attracted scrutiny and deflated 
business confidence. 

It is possible that China’s smooth glide to economic 
domination, something anticipated by the CCP by at the 
latest 2049, might encounter unexpected obstacles. 

But commercial big hitters like Tesla’s CEO, Elon 
Musk, whose company has a ‘gigafactory’ in Shanghai 
which is expected to increase output in the near future, 
maintain that China will likely have an economy more than 
double the size of the United States’ very soon. 

With the world’s poorest countries developing at a 
slower rate than the rich world relative to population, the 
possibility remains that many countries will never be able 
to repay their BRI debt. 

Some involved with Chinese investment in Africa 
claim that Chinese debt conditions may be stringent, but 
that they can still work to Africa's advantage.  It may prove 
true. Even exploitative agreements can produce benefits 
for some. 

But as publics in countries where BRI projects are 
taking place discover, there may be much to oppose in 
projects paid for by Chinese credit, built using Chinese 
workers, which result in the prospect of Chinese-owned 
assets in the event of default. 

The credit remains ready to be used, the projects to be 
built – all available at the cost of debt. 

 
Preparing for the Next Gaza War 
By Mark Regev     jpost.com  January 7, 2022 
A not-so-bad outcome is possible. 

With two rockets fired from Gaza toward Tel Aviv on 
New Year’s Day, it could be said that 2022 opened 
ominously for Israelis.  

Since Hamas seized control of the Gaza Strip in June 
2007 there have been four significant military escalations: 
Operations Cast Lead (2008-09), Pillar of Defense (2012), 
Protective Edge (2014), and Guardian of the Walls (2021). 
Bitter experience would seem to indicate that another 
round is only a matter of time.  

The knee-jerk reaction of many across the world is to 
suggest finding a political solution. Yet Hamas remains 
stuck in a radical Islamist ideology that precludes peace 
with Israel. Its 1988 charter, never repudiated, specifically 
renounces any negotiated settlement while proclaiming the 
goal to “raise the banner of Allah over every inch of 
Palestine.” 

In 2006, UN secretary-general Kofi Annan offered 
Hamas a possible opening, presenting three benchmarks 
for the organization to be acknowledged as a legitimate 
political interlocutor: rejection of terrorism, recognition of 
Israel, and acceptance of previously signed peace 

agreements. Sixteen years on, Hamas has failed to meet 
even one of these requirements. 

Instead of being viewed as a partner in talks, Hamas is 
designated as a terrorist organization in Britain, Canada, 
the European Union, Japan, and the United States, as well 
as, of course, by Israel. More countries, including Australia 
and New Zealand, classify the Hamas military wing as 
terrorist (although experts agree that the distinction 
between the movement’s wings is artificial). 

Of course, many in the international community insist 
that a genuine political solution between Israelis and 
Palestinians demands removing settlements and 
withdrawing to the 1967 lines. But Israel already put those 
ideas into practice in Ariel Sharon’s 2005 disengagement 
plan, and there have been four Gaza wars since. 

The Israeli public is in a different place. Polling done 
by the Institute for National Security Studies (INSS) last 
June following Operation Guardian of the Walls showed 
that 27% of Israelis believed in strengthening deterrence 
through additional harsh IDF strikes against Hamas. 
Another 21% supported an incursion deep inside Gaza 
that physically dismantles Hamas’s military capabilities. 
13% of Israelis favored a solution through humanitarian 
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relief and economic development, while just 10% thought 
Israel should reconcile itself to Hamas rule and negotiate a 
ceasefire. 

Last September, Foreign Minister Yair Lapid 
suggested testing a policy involving both economic carrots 
and military sticks, the goal being to “cause the residents 
of Gaza to pressure Hamas because they understand what 
they are missing out on as a result of terrorism and 
understand how much they stand to gain if that terrorism 
stops.” 

Official Palestinian statistics show third quarter 2021 
GDP per capita in Gaza at only $297, less than a third of 
the $1,097 in the West Bank. Half of Gaza’s workforce is 
unemployed, the young being disproportionately among 
the jobless. 

Economic carrots could encompass extending Gaza’s 
fishing boundary and issuing more work permits for 
Gazans in Israel. It has also been suggested that the newly 
completed Israel-Gaza barrier allows for land on the 
Palestinian side, previously left barren for security reasons, 
now to be used for agricultural cultivation. 

Although infrastructure development is a longer-term 
endeavor, it can still provide construction jobs in the 
interim. The basket of possible projects includes 
establishing a new power station, building a desalination 
plant, connecting Gaza to Mediterranean gas, and even the 
creation of an artificial offshore island port. 

All these ideas share a common hope that, in 
providing economic tangibles for the people of Gaza, it is 
possible to strengthen the incentive to keep the peace and 
thereby defer the next round of fighting. 

However, serious obstacles remain. 
First, it is unclear to what degree Hamas is willing to 

prioritize the well-being of ordinary Gazans over its 
ideological commitment to “resistance.” Skeptics can 
rightly point to the millions that Hamas invested in its 
subterranean military projects at a time when the civilian 
population was in desperate need of assistance.  

Second, even if Hamas agrees to keep the Israel-Gaza 
frontier quiet, it is unlikely to abstain from encouraging 
and orchestrating deadly violence on the West Bank. A 
“ceasefire” in which Hamas continues terror attacks from  
Hebron, Jenin, and Tulkarm would be unsustainable. 

Third, Hamas can be expected to exploit any ceasefire 
to strengthen its military capabilities both quantitatively 

and qualitatively. Hence the danger that short-term quiet is 
purchased by the creation of a more formidable long-term 
threat. 

Fourth, two live Israeli civilians and the bodies of two 
IDF soldiers are being held in Gaza. Lapid stated that 
“bringing back our boys must be part of any plan.” Yet it 
is doubtful that Hamas will agree to their return outside a 
deal which includes the release of Palestinian security 
prisoners. An exchange of this sort is always a highly 
complex exercise. 

Fifth, because Israel and much of the international 
community refuse to work directly with Hamas, it is 
necessary for the Palestinian Authority to fill the vacuum. 
Official rhetoric aside, it is far from certain that the PA is 
at all interested in enabling Hamas to create a better reality 
in Gaza. Experts have suggested that the PA may see 
advantages for itself in the continuation of a negative 
situation in Gaza that reflects badly on its political rival. 

Sixth, Islamic Jihad will always seek to outdo Hamas. 
This week it threatened a wave of violence if 
administrative detainee Hisham Abu Hawash died in 
prison from his hunger strike. Hamas will not want to be 
seen as passing the mantle of “resistance” over to its 
smaller brother. It is one thing for Hamas to restrain itself 
temporarily; it is quite another for it to forcibly reign in 
others. This gives Iran’s Gazan proxy the ability to play 
spoiler. 

Yet, notwithstanding these and other challenges, a 
pessimistic belief in the inevitability of an imminent Gaza 
war is unwarranted. On Benjamin Netanyahu’s watch, 
seven years of relative quiet separated Operation 
Protective Edge from Operation Guardian of the Walls. 
Through an astute strategy of deterrence and incentives it 
is not impossible to postpone a future round of fighting, 
maybe even for another seven years. Ultimately, in the 
absence of complete solutions, if the next serious 
escalation occurs on or close to 2028, most Israelis could 
view that as not so bad an outcome. 

And if another conflict does break out before then, 
Israel should at least receive a degree of international 
understanding for having tried to improve the situation in 
Gaza (or is that too much to expect?). 
Mr. Regev, formerly an adviser to the prime minister, is a senior 
visiting fellow at the INSS. 

Beijing’s Popular, Hebrew-Speaking PR Man in Israel Masks an Unequal Power Dynamic 
By Matti Friedman    tabletmag.com  January 9, 2022  
Meet “Chinese Itzik.” 

Last week I drove up to Haifa to see with my own 
eyes a sight that, for most Israelis, has yet to sink in: the 
country’s brand new port, our third, which is beautiful, 
automated, efficient, and operated by the same Chinese 
company that runs the megaport at Shanghai. The first full 
container ship dropped anchor the day after my visit. 
Chinese characters adorn the soaring ship-to-shore cranes, 
freshly painted red and white; Israeli workers man joysticks 

opposite computer arrays running Chinese software; and in 
the managerial offices sit Chinese executives. To get to the 
port, I paid a toll and drove through the Carmel Tunnels, 
which were dug a few years ago by the China Civil 
Engineering Construction Corporation. At a gas station on 
the way I bought a pineapple yogurt made by the iconic 
dairy-products giant Tnuva, founded as a cooperative by 
Labor Zionists and now controlled by Bright Food—263 
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Huashan Road, Jing’an District, Shanghai. China was far, 
far away, until suddenly it was right here. 

The most prominent face of China in Israel belongs to 
a guy named Itzik. His real name is Xi Xiaoqi, and he’s a 
35-year-old resident of Beijing, but here he’s known as 
Itzik ha-Sini, or “Chinese Itzik.” He gets recognized on the 
street. He stars in hundreds of internet videos about life in 
Israel from a Chinese perspective, and about life in China 
made accessible for Israelis. Some of these appear on his 
own YouTube channel, but sometimes he appears on 
Israeli outlets like Channel 12 or KAN 11, the public 
broadcaster, where journalists are delighted to have a 
Chinese figure—the first—who speaks perfect, slangy 
Hebrew and has an acute grasp of the Israeli audience. 
He’s impossible not to like. 

A good introduction to the Itzik genre is the video 
where he lists his top 10 reasons for loving Israel, 
including malawah, Jewish holidays, and the Pride Parade 
in Tel Aviv. Or the one where he introduces his 
grandfather Xi Rennan, 87, an energetic veteran of the 
Korean War (on the side of the communist North, of 
course), gives him a Hebrew name (Ronen), and teaches 
him to sum up his philosophy with the Hebrew workaholic 
expression nanuach bakever, “We’ll rest in the grave.” In 
Itzik’s world, China is a great place, but one that can learn 
from us Israelis about openness, creativity, and fun. He has 
much respect for who we are and what we’ve 
accomplished. The “top 10” video actually includes only 
nine things, but he ends by saying, “It’s OK, these are 
Israelis, they’re good people, not small-minded—they 
won’t make a big deal about it.” He snaps his fingers. 
“That’s the 10th thing.” 

I caught Itzik on Zoom from Beijing. He was born in 
the city of Jiangyin, he said, son of a traffic cop and a real 
estate agent. He’d never met a Jew or heard a word of 
Hebrew before arriving at university at age 18. The school 
offered Japanese, Nepali, Dutch, and a few other 
languages, but his grandfather told him that Jews were 
smart—people of the book. Everyone thinks this in China, 
he said. If his years communicating with real Jews in Israel 
has disabused him of this notion, he was too polite to say 
so. During his Hebrew studies, first in Beijing with an 
Israeli teacher and then at Tel Aviv University, he adopted 
his Hebrew name, a diminutive of Yitzhak, or Isaac. 

In 2009, with China taking a greater interest in Israel, 
he was selected to run the Hebrew desk at China Radio 
International, a state outfit that might uncharitably be 
called a propaganda arm or, more generously, a showcase 
for China’s best self. (The Hebrew desk doesn’t actually 
broadcast radio, only videos.) The CRI website has a lot of 
upbeat content about, for example, the many plusses of 
life in Xinjiang. In Itzik’s rise from an obscure city to an 
elite college, then to studies abroad, and then to an official 
media job, it’s possible to sense the hand of the state 
identifying and promoting a gifted young person. 

In one video (not available in the U.S.), he joins 

Golani Brigade soldiers in basic training, getting his shaggy 
hair buzzed by an army barber and struggling to clear a 
concrete wall in the obstacle course. He’s impressed! The 
tough guys from Golani play along, hands on their rifles. 
They look down on their funny guest from China and miss 
the real power dynamic—that the visitor represents a 
superpower that is rewiring the planet, while they represent 
a country whose entire population is the size of minor 
Chinese cities that even people in China probably haven’t 
heard of. 

Itzik is worth watching not just because he’s 
entertaining and interesting, but because he’s a way to 
understand how China would like to talk to Israelis now. 
Someone there is watching us carefully and learning fast. It 
was only in 2014 that the local Chinese embassy hosted 
Liu Qibao, a member of the Politburo, for a speech at Tel 
Aviv University, and asked university administrators to 
instruct students to stand outside the building waving 
Chinese flags. 

When I asked Itzik about human-rights abuses in 
places like Xinjiang, for example, which have been widely 
reported in the Western press, he replied, “I think the 
Israelis can understand China better than anyone else.” He 
meant that Israel is also the target of misleading coverage 
from the same outlets reporting on China, and that Jews 
are used to being lied about. “There’s the blood libel,” he 
said, “the idea that Israelis are drinking the blood of 
Palestinians. Speaking honestly, before I came to Israel, I 
heard things like that as well. But I wondered if it was true. 
And I came and checked and saw that it wasn’t.” He noted 
the abuse of the term “genocide,” which of course has 
been thrown around by Israel’s opponents as well as 
China’s, and has lost much of its meaning. 

When one of Xi’s bosses, the vice president of China 
Radio International, was in Israel a few years ago, he was 
asked a similar question. “This is my first time in Israel,” 
he said, “and my impression is that the country is different 
from what I saw on CNN.” Leaving aside the question of 
what’s actually going on in places like Xinjiang, and 
disregarding the undoubted cynicism of the Chinese 
government, these observations about the West’s addled 
media and Israel are true, and this messaging for an Israeli 
audience is smart. 

Americans increasingly see China as an adversary, but 
Israelis don’t. When the Pew Research Center carried out a 
survey on global attitudes in 2019, two-thirds of Israelis 
said their view of China was “favorable,” and just a quarter 
said the opposite. This was close to a mirror image of the 
American public, where it was 60% unfavorable and just 
26% positive. Unlike Americans, Australians, and 
Canadians, Israelis haven’t yet seen China’s teeth. There 
hasn’t been a high-profile incident like the humiliating 
muzzling of NBA teams, for example. Stories like the 
disappearing tennis star Peng Shuai, or the erasure of 
freedoms in Hong Kong, haven’t made much of an 
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impression. Israelis have many problems, and China has 
never been one of them. 

When I asked Itzik about human-rights abuses in 
places like Xinjiang, for example, he replied, ‘I think the 
Israelis can understand China better than anyone else.’ 

Israel and China go way back; how far back depends 
on what you mean by “Israel” and “China.” In the mid-
1940s, before the Communist revolution and Israel’s War 
of Independence, the Zionist movement tried to mobilize 
Chinese support at the United Nations by calling in Morris 
“Two-Gun” Cohen, a onetime Saskatchewan hoodlum 
who’d become a bodyguard to Sun Yat-sen in the ’20s and 
remained close with the family. For a few months in 1948, 
Israel had relations with the Chiang Kai-shek government, 
but then came Mao. Although the new state of Israel 
became the first Middle Eastern country to recognize the 
even newer People’s Republic in January 1950, those 
tentative feelers quickly fell victim to the Cold War and 
pan-Arab politics. It was 1992 before official relations 
resumed, complicated by American sensitivities. 

In a great game between two powers there are always 
opportunities for agile little players who can work both 
sides, but getting that right isn’t easy. There have been a 
few defense deals signed and then dramatically junked 
because of pressure from Washington, like the $1 billion 
Phalcon airplane snafu of 2000 and the Harpy drone 
debacle of 2004. The latter, according to Professor Aron 
Shai, the dean of Israel’s China scholars, “dragged U.S.-
Israel relations to a low point unknown since the 
imprisonment of Jonathan Pollard.” Defense deals have 
been off the table since then. And China continued to sell 
all kinds of things to our enemies in Iran: Four Israelis 
who died aboard a navy vessel in the 2006 war with the 
Iranian proxy Hezbollah, for example, were killed by a 
Chinese Silkworm missile. 

And yet the relationship survived, and over time the 
flow of shekels and renminbi grew from a Jordan River 
trickle to a Yangtze torrent. For much of the last decade 
Chinese tech investments were the talk of the local venture 
capital scene. Barely a week went by without Chinese 
executives in Tel Aviv on the “startup nation” tour, and if 
in 2011 there were only five China-Israel tech deals, worth 
a total of $31 million, by 2018 there were 72, worth $4.8 
billion. But about three years ago much of that 
unexpectedly petered out, and the capital hustlers who 
cluster in hot new markets moved on. Today, as financial 
analyst Sam Chester, a veteran Israel-China hand, told me, 
all the investment guys you used to see around the Chabad 
House in Shanghai or Chengdu are in Dubai. The end 
came, Chester said, partly because of a Chinese crackdown 
against citizens trying to move wealth out of the country. 
It was also because early Israeli sanguinity about breaking 
into the China market was dampened by too many failure 
stories, and because Israeli CEOs realized that state-linked 
Chinese stockholders affect potential American investors 
like citronella affects mosquitos. 

But ties have only grown closer, cemented by—well, 
by cement. Last year I was driving up to Belvoir, a 
Crusader fortress above the fields of the Jordan Valley, 
when I came upon construction signs with lovely Chinese 
characters that looked as out of place as a pagoda in an 
Iowa cornfield. It turned out that Sinohydro, the state 
contractor raising dams and ports from Nigeria to Sri 
Lanka, was building us a hydroelectric plant. Israel’s 
second new port, at Ashdod, will be run by a Dutch 
operator, but it’s being built by China Harbor. There’s so 
much action that a group of big Israeli contractors just 
appealed to the Supreme Court to stop what they called a 
Chinese “takeover” of our infrastructure. (It didn’t work.) 
Trade between the two countries, worth barely $1 billion 
in 2001, is now 10 times that, mostly in the form of 
Chinese exports to Israel. 

Beyond the realms of concrete and steel, a notable 
feature of China’s presence here can be found in the two 
Confucius Institutes that opened at Tel Aviv University 
and Hebrew University. The centers for China studies 
have brought Israeli scholars and students into greater 
contact with Chinese people—and with their government, 
which funds the institutes and shapes their content. Some 
scholars in Israel, like many colleagues abroad concerned 
by the approximately 500 Confucius Institutes that have 
opened worldwide, have warned that the centers 
compromise the academy. Once you’re in bed with 
“Confucius,” enjoying Chinese funding and scholarships, 
you’ll think twice before antagonizing the people who 
write the check. 

One critic is Noam Urbach, who fell in love with 
China after a post-army trip in the 1990s, followed by a 
few years of travel and study at Shandong University. He 
later spent more than a decade teaching Mandarin at Bar-
Ilan University and the Interdisciplinary Center in 
Herzliya. He found himself feeling increasingly unwelcome 
in the field as his criticism of Chinese government policies 
was frowned upon by colleagues and administrators eager 
to cooperate with Chinese institutions, less in the cash-
strapped humanities than in science and tech, where real 
money is at stake. Israeli academics who study China, he 
said, have learned to speak very differently in public and in 
private. I asked if this meant that a department head, for 
example, might quietly suggest that a doctoral student 
change a research topic, or decide that a proposed 
academic conference might best be indefinitely postponed. 
“All the time,” he said. 

“Let’s say an academic department in the sciences is 
studying a certain plant, and starts accepting funding from 
that plant to say good things about it,” he said. “Once that 
happens, those botanists aren’t botanists anymore.” 
Urbach isn’t describing an obscure academic spat: He’s 
saying that Israel’s China-watchers are being neutralized by 
the people they’re supposed to be watching. Urbach has let 
his doctoral studies lapse and currently runs an art gallery. 

A moment of understanding came, he said, when he 
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served as a translator at a meeting for executives from an 
Israeli company and the Chinese firm that had just bought 
a controlling share. (He wouldn’t name the companies.) 
The Chinese executives, he said, had studied every nook of 
the Israeli operation and knew every detail of every 
government regulation in the market. The investment, he 
understood, combined political and economic goals that 
were meant to serve each other. 

Let’s take the dairy giant Tnuva. Any internal Israeli 
decision—about, say, fat content in processed cheese—
now impacts a state-linked Chinese company. That 
decision is thus tied to our relationship with China, which 
includes tunnels and hydroelectric plants and ports, and 
might result in the phone ringing in the office of Israel’s 
foreign minister. Nihao! 

We have “entered the stage in which the Chinese have 
begun to create economic centers of power, which in time 
can be transformed into strategic and geopolitical centers 
of power,” Shai, the China scholar, who is a proponent of 
ties with the Chinese, wrote in his 2019 book China and 
Israel. “Realistically, we must anticipate that in Israel as 
well as in the region that it occupies, China will have 
influence at a level that currently seems the stuff of 
fantasy.” 

Just two years after those lines were published, I was 
at the new port in Haifa and met Israeli guys named Dima, 
Yasser, and Chris, who were training on the mechanical 
claw that moves containers remotely from a control room 
overseen by a skilled operator from Shanghai. This is the 
first foreign venture for SIPG, the company that operates 
the Shanghai port, which moves about 43 million shipping 
containers a year. That’s nearly 15 times what comes in 
and out of the entire state of Israel. 

The Americans expressed concern about this deal, in 
part because the old Haifa port, just across the bay, has 
long been used by the U.S. Sixth Fleet. But no American 
company bid when the contract was up for grabs. The deal 
went ahead, and when I was there the new port crew was 
preparing to handle their first full ship, a Chinese Ocean 
Shipping Company vessel due the next day. As one of the 
Chinese managers, a man in glasses and a neon yellow vest, 
told me proudly, the port was actually operational last 
summer, half a year ahead of schedule. The Israeli 
government, on the other hand, was supposed to provide a 
rail link to the coastal train line about a mile from the 
pier—and is running three years late. China, the manager  
said, opens 30 miles of new track every single day. 

The original Haifa port, with old equipment and even 
older labor agreements, can’t handle the volume—you can 
see the traffic jam of cargo ships stretching out into the 
Mediterranean, sometimes waiting weeks to dock, a vast 
expense ultimately paid for by Israeli consumers. The new 
port has better tech, isn’t unionized, and pays its workers 
less. It plans to do the same work with a third of the staff. 
Contracts with the Israeli government limit the autonomy 
of the Chinese company. Israeli security officers stationed 
at the port answer to the Israeli police. But the Chinese are 
in charge. 

The lease runs until 2045, but the Shanghai company 
is playing an even longer game than that. Part of the idea 
of the new port isn’t about Israel at all, but about 
consolidating containers from the smaller ships that come 
through the Suez Canal from China and the East, loading 
them onto larger vessels at Haifa’s deep-water port for 
transit west, thus streamlining global shipping and saving 
money. Another part of the idea is to be here when trade 
expands between Israel and its neighbors, including 
current enemies. In such a scenario, Haifa goes back to 
being what it was before 1948: a portal to the region, not 
just to Israel. SIPG wants to be here when that happens. I 
said I wasn’t sure about the chances, but the manager was 
unimpressed with my skepticism, and with our local 
problems. “We are here for business,” he said, “and the 
businessmen want peace.” The way he said it, “peace” 
didn’t sound like a fluffy Western dream. It sounded as 
blunt and necessary as an iron pipe. 

I found myself wondering about this new world. The 
immediate threat to Haifa and its port facilities comes 
from Hezbollah, the Iranian proxy in Lebanon, which 
rocketed the city during the last war in 2006 and threatens 
to do so again if another war breaks out. China does 
billions of dollars of business with Iran. A major Chinese 
firm now has an entire port in Haifa. Imagine the port is 
disrupted or damaged, costing millions. A phone rings in 
Tehran. Nihao! 

What happens then? What does all this mean for the 
Middle East? And what happens if the U.S.-China cold war 
becomes hot, with Israel in an increasingly convoluted 
minefield of interests—a Sixth Fleet port-of-call on one 
side of the bay, Shanghai on the other? It’s impossible to 
say. All we know is a ship has sailed, and we’re on board. 
Mr. Friedman is a Tablet columnist and the author, most recently, of 
Spies of No Country: Secret Lives at the Birth of Israel. 

Tu B’Shvat’s Evolution From Tax Day to Earth Day 
By Marcos Roca    algemeiner.com  January 10, 2022  
Like other Jewish holidays, the festival of Tu B’Shvat 
— the 15th day of the month of Shevat — has 
undergone changes since its first mention in the 
Jewish legal corpus known as the Mishnah, some 
1,700 years ago. There, it was described as “the New 
Year for the Tree.” 
 During the days when the Jewish Temple stood, Tu 

B’Shvat was essentially Tax Day —  an administrative date 
for calculating the tithing of trees. Without a temple, it 
evolved into a feast of fruits in the Middle Ages. In the 
16th century, Rabbi Yitshak Luria of Safed and his 
disciples created a Tu B’Shvat Seder, celebrating mystical 
elements of the Tree of Life. Finally, in the 19th and 20th  
centuries, Zionists adopted the custom of planting trees in 
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Israel on Tu B’Shvat. 

In the past decades, Jewish movements — religious 
and secular alike — have explained Tu B’Shvat as a Jewish 
Earth Day. By celebrating trees, we reconnect with nature, 
and learn about Jewish traditions related to ecology and 
the preservation of the environment. 

Like other native peoples, the Jewish people in the 
Land of Israel relied heavily on agriculture. The Torah’s 
teachings that pertain to harvesting the land appear like a 
sound warning amid the immense environmental 
challenges we face in the 21st century. 

From a general commandment to guard the Earth 
(Genesis 2:15) to a ban on causing animals unnecessary 
suffering, Jewish tradition has many relevant examples for 
today’s world. 

Take the case of shmita — the sabbatical year. It’s an 
agricultural hiatus that prohibits farmers from working the 
land for a whole year, once every seven years. It comes 
from the Torah, and is based on the importance of 
allowing the ground to rest — “six years you shall sow 
your land and gather its yield, but in the seventh you shall 
let it rest and lie fallow” (Exodus 23:10-11). Fallowing 
allows the land to recover and store organic matter while 
retaining moisture. Since shmita is followed in the modern 
State of Israel, and the current Hebrew year is a shmita 
year, we won’t see many trees planted this Tu B’Shvat. 

The Talmud warns us that by generating so much  

unnecessary waste, we are destroying our resources. The 
Talmud states: “He who covers an oil lamp or uncovers a 
kerosene lamp for no purpose violates the prohibition of 
bal tashḥit (do not destroy) since by doing, so the fuel 
burns more quickly.” In a similar point, according to the 
European Commission, in 2020, European Union 
inhabitants generated 505 kg of municipal waste. 

The meaning of Tu B’Shvat evolved over the past 
millennia to reflect the needs and challenges faced by Jews 
across the world in each particular period. As we approach 
this year’s Tu B’Shvat, it is impossible to ignore the 
changes in climate, and how they are affecting and will  
continue to affect our lives and those of future 
generations. 

Since we will not be planting trees in Israel due to the 
shmita this year, we should use this opportunity to reflect 
on the climate crisis and reconnect with some of our 
oldest traditions pertaining to respecting nature. 

In 2022, the central message of Tu B’Shvat is a perfect 
reminder — our interaction with nature should be one of 
mutual respect and care. Let us partner with nature to 
reach a common harmony. For us, and for the generations 
to come. 

Tu B’Shvat Sameacḥ! 
Mr. Roca is a member of the WJC Jewish Diplomatic Corps, the 
flagship program of the World Jewish Congress (WJC), under the 
vision and leadership of President Ronald S. Lauder.  

Visits to Israel’s National Library Arabic website double 
By Naama Barak    israel21c.org   January 12, 2022  
The majority of regional users are young men from 
Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, the Palestinian Authority and 
Saudi Arabia. 

In 2021, the National Library of Israel’s Arabic-
language website enjoyed more than 2 million visits from 
1.5 million users worldwide. This was a 125 percent 
increase compared to the year before. 

Some 650,000 users from across the Arab world 
visited the NLI’s Arabic and English websites, an increase 
of 40% compared to 2020. Most regional users were young 
men from Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, the Palestinian Authority 
and Saudi Arabia. 

The National Library’s trilingual website (Hebrew, 
Arabic and English) drew some 10 million visits overall 
last year, the institute noted. Visitors to the site enjoyed 
world-leading collections of Judaica and “Israeliana,” as 
well as an extensive Islam and Middle East collection. 

This collection includes thousands of manuscripts and 
rare books in Arabic, Persian and Turkish dating from the 
ninth to 20th centuries. 

The library uploaded many of these resources, 
granting digital access to hundreds of thousands of pages 
of historic Arabic press from Ottoman and Mandatory 
Palestine and to thousands of rare Islamic manuscripts and 

books, and also launched an Arabic-language Facebook 
page and publication. 

These resources, according to the library, were 
primarily developed as part of NLI’s mission to serve all of 
Israel’s citizens, including its Arab community. Last year, 
there were some 900,000 visits from more than 620,000 
users to the Arabic-language website in Israel itself – 220% 
more than the previous year. 

However, recent years have seen growing interest in 
the library’s resources across the Middle East. Lat year, for 
example, the NLI and the National Archives of the United 
Arab Emirates signed a memorandum of understanding 
amid increased interest in regional collaboration in the 
wake of the Abraham Accords. 

“Technology allows culture and the written word to 
cross boundaries and reach new places previously 
inaccessible,” says Yaron Deutscher, Head of Digital at 
NLI. 

“The fact that so many people from across the Arab 
world are expressing such a high level of interest in the 
cultural treasures freely available via the National Library 
of Israel’s website shows just how relevant these things 
are, even for the younger generation living in our region.” 

Current issue also available at suburbanorthodox.org. 
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