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SPONSORS;

BENJAMIN & ELYS WOHL FROM ALL OF US WHO DO NOT HAVE THE PRIVILEGE TO
ATTEND PERSONALLY IN THE BAIS MIDRASH BUT ARE TRULY BLESSED BY THE
SELF SACRIFICE OF MOISHE ABRAMSON AND JEREMY LASSON, WHO ENABLE US
TO BE ENVELOPED IN THE GEMARA AS MASTERFULLY PRESENTED BY RABBI
SIELBER. MAY HASHEM IN -HIS WISDOM REWARD . THOSE VOLUNTEERS IN MEASURE
FOR THE TORAH THEY ALLOW US TO OBTAIN.

JACK BENNETT IN-MEMORY OF SGT. NICHOLAI RAPPAPORT OF THE GIVATI
BRIGADE, WHO DIED IN A HEZBULLAH AMBUSH IN SOUTHERN LEBANON ON
2/7/98.
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A song of ascents. When the Lord returns the returnees to Zion, we shall be like dreamers.
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Kaliver Rebbe - HaRav Menachem Mendel Taub zt’l
(1923-2019)
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7. Shema Yisrael (272 - Am | Dreaming?)

AM | DREAMING?

Budapest, 5705

After five years in the labor camps, I
found myself going to the synagogue once
again. I walked into the synagogue in Bu-
dapest on Shabbos afternoon. It was as-
tonishing to see a whole crowd of Jews liv-
ing as a community. It was so strange for
me! 1 kept asking myself, Is this real or only

a dream?

A boy turned to me and remarked that
it was not permitted to carry things in the
street, because there was no eiruv in the city.
He asked me, “Don't you know it is Shabbos
today?” This struck me so deeply that I
started crying. I thought, What has hap-
pened to me, that others must remind me that

it'’s Shabbos and carrying isn’t permitted?

I explained to the boy that T had just ar-
rived in the city on the trains after years of
suffering and terrible illness during the
whole length of the war. A while later I real-
ized that what I had done had happened
simply because of my exhausted and con-
fused state. Certainly 1 hadn’t desecrated
the day deliberately! Even on the train I had
remembered to say the Shabbos prayers....

The synagogue was packed when the
rav arose to deliver a shiur on Pirkei Avos. 1
stood in wonder at the sight. The thought
kept going around and around in my head:

_ Is this real or is it only a dream?

8. The Tale of a Niggun (Elie Wiesel)

703

After all those years | had forgotten that
there were such things as chairs and
benches to sit on; I sat down on the floor to
listen to the rav. Some people pointed out to
me that there was room on a bench nearby',
and | was obliged to explain to them that af-

o long in the camps it hadn’t

to me that one cowiG
e floo

than on the

Rabbi David Bentzion Klein,
Nesaper Tehilascha, p. 225
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On that side of the Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses commenced [and] explained this Law, saying,
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O how has the city that was once so populous remained lonely! She has become like a widow! She that
was great among the nations, a princess among the provinces, has become tributary.
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The Lord said, "I shall restore from Bashan; | shall restore from the depths of the sea.
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For it is for Your sake that we are killed all the time, [that] we are considered as sheep for the slaughter.
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R. Eleazar Landau was born in 1788 to R. Israel Landau, the youngest son of R. Ezekial Landau (the author of the
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Noda Bi-Yehuda). For a certain period of time he lived in Vienna; in 1829 he moved to Brody. He passed away in a
plague of cholera only two years later, in 1831.
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25. Koren Talmud: Personalities (Gittin 58a)

PERSONALITIES

Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha - v [2 ren 12y The two  captive and ransomed at a great price by Rabi Yehoshi2 "
people with this name in the discussion were apparently two  later became a disciple of Rabbi Yehoshua and oneof e m{““;
different people, a grandfather and his grandison. bers of the Sanhedrin at Yavne. Like his colleague qam'mhj
The earlier Rabbi Yishrael ben Elisha, whose son and daugh- he developed important methods of haiakha and P‘QFEL
ter were taken captive, was called Rabbi Yishmael ben Flishathe  Rabbi Yishmaels thirteen hermeneutical prnciples cms;"[:ns
High Priest, as he served as High Priest at the end ofthe Second  one of the foundations of halakhic midrash The M2 '? a®
Temple period. He was known for his great righteusness The many of his staternents in his name, and a great n';; i
Talmud (Berakhor 7a) tells of a vision that he had inside the  found in the Talmud transmitted by his students l.l:“._
Haly of Halies in the Temple, and one of the earliest books of general heading: It was taught in e school of ml.jl directith
kabbalah, Pirkei Heikhalo, is ascribed to him. In the aftermath  The Sages of the next generation studied from 'hl,::d fa
of the destruction of Jarusalem, he was taken together with  especially his outstanding stugents Rabbi Yokt
his chose friend Rabban Shimaon ben Gamliel, and then suffered  Yanatan
tortute and a martyr's death. The story of his martyrdemiistold — Ralbbi Yishrnael apparently died b
in the liturgical poem Elek Ezkera, which is recited in many  bar Kokheva revalr. The Talmud mentior
communities on Yom Kippur. ters, and it is possible that the ranr Rabbi
His grandson Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha il is the one taken  Yishmael, was his son.

www.rabbisilber.com
www.suburbanorthodox.org

al 1he
wfore the quibrest ™
1s his sons and T
Elren,'_wru’n ==



703

YAAKOV YISRAEL PALEY, 5, AND ASHER MENACHEM PALEY, 7
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30. Shema Yisrael 268
CHILDREN’S LIVES

Auschunt:r winter 570

(Jt

When the liberation came, most of the
surviving prisoners headed for the ware-
houses of Auschwitz, which were bulging
with loot, the former possessions of mur-
dered victims. The survivors stormed these
warehouses grabbing whatever they could.

Only one group took no part in the
raid. These were the former Bais Yaakov stu-

dents. Even in the giddy moments of libera-
tion, when everyone was drunk with relief
and thought first of regaining whatever ma-
terial objects they could grab, these young
women just went on caring for others and
saving lives, as they had all along.

Then they discovered, on the camp-
grounds, a block full of children. The
murderers hadn’t had time to kill them.
There were even infants in this block,
brought to Auschwitz from all over Europe.
The mothers had been murdered, and their
babies were now left with no one to nurture
them.

The girls who discovered these children
immediately set about caring for their needs.
And they kept doing so until the camp was
closed down for good and the children were

on their way to foster families.

Yosef Friedensohn,
in Beth Jacob Monthly 31:21 (Kislev 5722)
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31. Shema Yisrael 269
IN EXCHANGE FOR COFFEE

Bergen-Belsen, 5705
I was one of a group of two thousand
miserable women on the Death March from
Auschwitz. The cruelty of the guards was
unspeakable. Many women were wounded
and beaten each night when they stuffed us
into stables. One night I was too frightened
to be inside and 1 managed to stay outside —
under the open sky, in the middle of a snow-
storm, in the freezing cold. In the morning,
when the order to march was given, the skin
peeled right off the soles of my feet; they had
frozen onto the crust of snow.
The Red Army was catching up with us.
The defeated Germans had no time left to
march us around on foot, so they loaded us
onto a cargo train, into cattle cars. The
crowding was unbearable — one girl went

_insane because of it. She was searching ev-

13

703

erywhere [or a place to sit down, and when
she couldn't find any she flew into a fit of
madness and bit my hand and another
woman’s.

She bit deep, and the hand swelled up
until it looked like a ball. The situation was
grim, and there was no way of getting treat-
ment for the wound.

At the journey’s end I arrived at Bergen-
Belsen, where we were given some imitation
coffee to drink. It was weeks since we had
had anything proper to drink — we had sur-
vived by eating snow. But I thought a bit and
said, “Master of the universe, it's been weeks
since 1 was able to wash my hands in the
morning.” And instead of drinking the cof-
fee, which might have put a bit of strength
back into my wasted body, I poured it over
my hands in honor of my Creator.

Then a wonder occurred. A moment
later the wound on my hand began to scab
over, right then and there. In a few days my
hand was healed. This hand that had
obeyed the Creator’s command was in turn
healed by the Healer of all flesh.

Testimony of the Kaliver Rebbetzin,
Bnei Brak

www.rabbisilber.com
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AT LEAST THIS

Buchenwald, erev Pesach 5705
We prisoners were getting ready to cel-

ebrate seder night in Buchenwald. Justa few
more hours to go now. Qur stomachs were
empty, shriveled from starvation. Young
and old, none of us had any problem avoid-
ing chametz during Pesach — in these last
desperate days of the war not even bread
was being delivered to the camp. No bread,
therefore no chametz problem....

We were surviving on one bowl of soup
a day. Just one bowl. A bit scanty for people
who were dying slowly of starvation. But we
had this one consolation: we would have a
Pesach without any chametz problems.

Then, that afternoon, erev Pesach, a
truck arrived with bread rations for the liv-
ing skeletons. 1 had been desperately long-
ing for even a single crumb, and suddenly

the Germans turned “generous” and
handed out a whole chunk to each man.
Two hundred grams of bread for each of us.
Can anyone describe what a temptation
it was? Bread, bread, bread — after all those
days of starvation, watching our bodies wast-
ing away. The thing we had all been dream-
ing of had just turned from the sickly dream
of a collapsing mind into tangible reality,
Here was a chunk of bread in my hand.
Everyone was beaming and biting into
his ration, overwhelmed with uncontrolla-

14

- ble desire. The lust for food overtook me —
* except for the thought that it was now
- Pesach and chametz was forbidden. No, [ de-
- cided. I am sixteen years old now, old enough

to say no to myself.
1 knew perfectly well that in my half

. dead state it was permitted for me to eat

bread, but T could not make peace with the

" thought. To sit at the seder holding a piece of

bread in my hand? I thought, and once again

decided, No!

The next morning T was faced with a
new choice: either eat whatever food T had
or die of starvation that very day. Now I had
to eat my bread ration, But at least 1 had
withstood the trial of seder night. At least

that much.

Testimony of Rabbi Zalman Cohen,
Bnei Brak, Adar 5756

www.rabbisilber.com
www.suburbanorthodox.org
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15

FIFTY LASHES

Courageously the boy kept his mouth
shut. The murderous blows of the whip did
not defeat him. He kept silent and bore his
punishment proudly. We were counting the
blows. Fifty. Yes, fifty lashes. But it was the
stubendliest who was defeated in the end.
When the lashes were all given, the boy still
kept his pride and did not let a sound out of
his mouth. The infuriated Nazi walked
away, routed, shamed.

Later, as 1 lay on my bunk in the boys’
block of Auschwitz, 1 saw the stubendltest com-
ing with a length of rubber hose in his hand,
preparing to beat someone. I jumped up to
see who it was going to be. The stubendltest

ordered one of the boys to get down from
his bunk. He came down and bent over, and
the Nazis began to beat him.

We counted the blows. The boy neither
wept nor groaned. Twenty-five blows,
forty... The Nazi flipped the boy over and
beat him on his head, on his legs. A boy of
fourteen, no more. And he made not a
sound.

When he had finished his course of
fifty lashes, the Nazi stormed out of our
block. We picked the boy up and saw a huge
red mark stretching across his forehead, the
mark left by the rubber whip. When we
asked him what he was beaten for, he an-

“swered, “It was worth it. 1 brought my

friends some siddurim to pray from.” This
courageous lad said no more. Without a
sound he got up and climbed back into his
bunk.

Chana Eibeschiitz-Eilenberg,
Halshah BaSho’ah 7:99

www.rabbisilber.com
www.suburbanorthodox.org
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34. Shema Yisrael 195
GETTING READY FOR SHABBOS

Bergen-Belsen, 5704

Even in Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp, the Satmar Rebbe absolutely insisted
on washing himself every erev Shabbos in
honor of the approaching day. He also in-
sisted on pouring a jug of water over his
body (in place of immersion in a mikveh,
which was impossible under the circum-
stances). Then he would put on a complete
set of clean clothes, right down to freshly
washed white socks, which glittered with
cleanliness in honor of the Shabbos Queen.

All this was in spite of the fact that just
by leaving his block to go to the bathhouse
he was putting himself in great danger lest
the Germans spot his bearded countenance.
If they discovered that he had not obeyed to
the rule that all beards must be shaved, the
consequences would be terrible.

Nor could the Rebbe escape the deep
mud that was everywhere in the camp prac-
tically every day of the year. He did not
worry about it. He washed and put on clean
clothes for Shabbos and never minded if ev-
erything was covered with mud as soon as
he emerged from the bathhouse. He did
what he needed to do. It was as if no power
on earth could touch him.

Eliezer Elimelech Stein,
Neis HaHatzalah, p. 70

www.rabbisilber.com
www.suburbanorthodox.org
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“{ KINNOS ¥
6.

© Everything came to a standstill!
"Turn away? from me!” those who exiled me?® made me hear.
They made me a filth and refuse*
amidst the flocks of my fellow [nations].s
You have enveloped® Your [heavenly] Tabernacle,
that it not see my [earthly] Temple.
You have enveloped Yourself,” so my warriors are overpowered.,
They [my enemies] clapped their hands [in derision]®
and my limbs faltered
as they trampled all my heroes.®

A mnp
A
3,739y MYBY M NP < NawY
53N TTIYA N DIRG D
ST MDBR 12WH 410120
133 173 'NIAD
IR Y 02 pED
»r1ax 53 e

;M7 D1y marTiy D)
+ 1273 12 T2 03 =y
14/n213r_-:1 *‘73‘71 11{‘75 By
* 11131 M1 N59ivn sy

v {Jerusalem] has fallen,® it remains™ sunk in the watery depths.
My eye?® still longs for the vision of [Zechariah]
the son of Berechiah*
but until® [we are shown] miracles [like those] of Gilgal *
[that prophecy] has been hidden.’*

My eye™ brings forth tears, because we are crippled by quicksand.»

summoning [Israel] to cry,

He [God] caused?® [the Destruction], then regretted it,

saying, ‘Over these things | weep.'V?

5 On'8 the surface® of the Euphrates her pious ones were mutilated *
yet she remembered the splitting® of the Sea of Reeds,
even while her foundation was being destroyed.?!

14-stanza kerovah (piyut recited at various
points during the chazzan’s repetition of the
Shemoneh Esrei ) written by R’ Elazar HaKalir,
and recited by some congregations. That kerovah
is based on the first 14 verses of Eichah's
chapters.

7172732 12 111> — For the vision of [Zechariah]the
son of Berechiah. Zechariah’s prophecies are full
of hope and optimism. The Talmud points
especially to his proclamation: Thus says
HasHEM, Master of Legions, ‘Elderly men and
women will yet sit in the streets of Jerusalem,
eachwith his staff in hand due toold age. And the
streets of the city will be filled with boys and
girls; they will be playing in the streets’
(Zechariah 8:4-5; see Makkos 24b).

Saba s — Miracles flike those of |Gilgal. While
the Israelites were encamped at Gilgal, they won
many battles in miraculous fashion. For example,
at Gibeon, God caused the sun to remain in the
skies long after it should have set. Thus, Joshua
and his forces were able to annihilate the enemy,
before they had a chance to retreat under cover of
night. Additionally, God caused a heavy hail-

storm to rain upon the five armies allied against
Israel so that more had died by the hailstones
than had been put to the sword by the Children of
Israel (Joshua 10:11).

fmn1 mama — Crippled by quicksand. The word
rra is derived from 11, thick mud (as in Psalms
40:3 and 69:3). Thus, the phrase means that we
are lost in a quagmire of troubles.

Alternatively, the word is derived from 117,
Greece, and is an allusion to nwmp nnafg,
Greek wisdom, a form of sign-language code
instrumental (to a degree) in sowing the seeds
that led to the Destruction of the Second
Temple (see Menachos 64b; see also Bava Kamma
83a).

7T YD) M0 e by — On the surface of the
Euphrates her pious ones were mutilated. The
Midrash teaches that when Nebuchadnezzar
saw the renowned Levite singers who once sang
in the Temple, he demanded that they serenade
him as he feasted merrily over his victory, 'Sing
for us from Zion's song!’ (Psalms 137:3). Without
any hesitation, the Levites hung their precious
musical instruments on the trees and deliberately

;1025 Kpm oo 4wy

v.maia n Tex by oy

+ 777700 1¥H) N0 1 woy
2,710 11YD TR D 20398

(1) Eichah 5:15. (2) 4:15. (3) Some editions read "2y, those who besmirched me.

(4) Cf. Eichah 3:45. (5) Cf. Song of Songs 1:7. (6) Fichah 3:44. (7) Cf. 3:43. (8) 2:15. (9) Cf. 1115.
(10) 5:16. (11) Cf. 4:17. (12) 3:51. (13) 3:50. (14) Some editions read rmary, awaited .
(15) Eichah 3:49. (16) 2:17. (17) 1:16. (18) 5:17. (19) 4:16. (20) 3:48. (21) Cf. Psalms 137:7.

«=§ naw — Everything came to a standstilll R’
Elazar HaKalir, one of the earliest paytanim
(composers of liturgical poems), was a master at
weaving seemingly diverse elements into a
well-constructed, albeit difficult to understand,
whole. In this first kinnah of the morning
service, he has linked the verses of the respective
chapters of Eichah into an intricate chain accord-
ing to the following formula:

(a) each stanza contains six lines that corre-
spond to the six alphabets of Eichah (chapters
one, two and four contain 22 verses each, and are
arranged according to an aleph-beis acrostic;
chapter three comprises three verses beginning
with R, three with 3, and so on);

(b) the first line of each sextet begins with the
opening word or phrase of the corresponding
verse in chapter five of Eichah (these do not
follow an aleph-beis format), and is followed by
the opening word or phrase of the corresponding
verse in chapter four;

(c) the next three lines correspond to the
respective triad of verses in chapter three, each set
in the reverse order of its appearance in Eichah;

(d) the fifth line of each stanza corresponds to
the verses in chapter two; and

(e) the final line is taken in its entirety from
chapter one, and determines the stanza’s rhyme
syllable. [All of the words and phrases taken
from Eichah appear in bold type in the Hebrew
text.]

The concluding stanza deviates from the
established pattern. Its first five lines contain
an acrostic of the author's name 1y9x, Elazar,
and it closes with the refrain of the following
kinnah, thus serving as a connective between the
two.

Interestingly, the kinnah includes only
eight stanzas taken from the last eight verses (or,
in chapter three, the last eight triads) of the
chapter of Eichah. Many commentators therefore
regard this kinnah as the conclusion of a




R

155 / MORNING SERVICE

KINNOS

The dread? of the sins of Shiloh* was swiftly fulfilled
by the conspirators against her.
They jeered,? those wild boars of the forest,®

‘Where are her pious ones?

They uncovered* shameful acts in order to disgrace her.
And Zion spread her hands [in despair .5

¥ On Mt. Zion® an ambush was laid? by the enemy hordes.
My vicious enemies surged over the heads® of Zion.

My vicious enemies gathered?®

to stand [against me] at Nob. 1o

You preserved [the memory of J1

that sin in order to incite my foes.
My nation cried out' in the days of the son of Dinai*

‘He, HASHEM, is righteous!’
P You elevated the lowly®

and they denuded me of my jewelry.

You caused them to close in'e

on me and they devastated me.
I called to the citizens of Gibeon [for help],

but they too drowned me.

I cried out loud® [for relief]in Arabia but they crushed me.
‘Arise!l® Travel through [safely]l” is how they mocked me.
I called for my lovers,* but they deceived me.?°

n Why?! did they anticipate butchering [King Josiah,]**
the very life breath of our nostrils?2
You have seen?* how they scorched their skin? like a furnace.?
You have seen? how they consummated
offensive and outrageous acts within Your desirous [Temple],
You admonished?® [Israel] through Ezekiel,
warning that Your revenge would match their rebelliousness.

the Tabernacle at Nob were conspiring with
David against him, had eighty-five Kohanim
slain, along with their wives, children, neighbors
and cattle (I Samuel 22:12-19). The Talmud
reports that on the day of that slaughter, God
ordained that retribution for that act will take
place (in a later year) on the ninth of Av
(Sanhedrin 95a).

1177 12 — The son of Dinai. Eliezer ben Dinai was
an infamous murderer (Sotah 47a; Kesubos 27a).
His unsuccessful revolt against Roman domina~
tion brought swift retribution and heavy blood-
shed (see Shir HaShirim Rabbah 2:7). Josephus
(Antiguities XX, 8) describes how he was cap~
tured and brought to Rome for trial.

21ya — In Arabia. When the captive Israelites

were led through the Ishmaelite lands of Arabia,
the local populace met them and appeared
interested in helping them. The Arabs pretended
friendship and sympathy, and offered food
and drink. However, the bread they offered had
been oversalted in order to cause the Jews
great and painful thirst. Then the Ishmaelites
proferred leather canteens filled, not with water,
but with air. When the captives raised the
containers to their mouths, the hot, stagnant air
entered their bodies and they died (Tanchuma,
Yisro 5).

201802 — To my lovers. The prophet compares
alliance with foreign nations (rather than a
return of God and reliance on His salvation) to
an illicit affair with a pseudo-lover.
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(1) Eichah 3:47. (2) 3:46. (3) Cf. Psalms 80:14. (4) Fichah 2:16. (5) 1:17. (6) 5:18.

(7) 4:18. (8) Cf. 3:54. (9) 3:53. (10) See Isaiah 10:32. (11) Eichah 3:52; some editions

read 11y, but that is erroneous since the corresponding verse in Eichah reads Ty (Beis Levi).
(12) 2:18. (13) 1:18. (14) 5:19. (15) 4:19. (16) Cf. 3:57. (17) 3:55. (18) Cf. 3:56. (19) 2:19.

(20) 1:19. (21) 5:20. (22) 4:20. (23) See prefatory comments to kinnah 11.

(24) Cf. Eichah 3:60. (25) Some editions read "1y, my skin; some read 111y,

our skin. (26) Cf. Eichah 5:10. (27) Cf. 3:59. (28) 3:58.

mutilated their fingers, making it impossible for
them to play the stringed instruments. Thus
they did flatly refuse to play for Nebuchadnezzar
but declared, ‘How can we sing the song of
HasHEM? (ibid. 137:4). We cannot make any more
music with these crippled hands!’ (Pesikta Rabasi
31).

9w xvn o8 — The dread of the sins of Shiloh.
Jeremiah had warned the nation that just as the

Tabernacle at Shiloh had come to destruction
because of the sins of the sons of Eli the Kohen
Gadol, so would the Beis HaMikdash be de-
stroyed because of the people’s sinfulness (see
Jeremiah 7:12 and 26:6). And now that his
message had been ignored, his dread prophecy
came true.

Tiny% 293 — To stand [against me] at Nob. King
Saul, in his mistaken belief that the Kohanim of
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Seel how [our enemies] have said,

‘Let us obliterate them from nationhood!’?
Observe, HASHEM, how distressed I am;

my insides churn!?

w Bring us back to You;* [and fulfill the threat You made]

to the nation which exiled us, ‘Rejoice [and exult,
O daughter of Edom. . .to you too will the cup
(of punishment) pass].’s
[Crush] their dwelling places,®
just as they trampled my courtyards” to crush me.
They stilled the lips® of the Temple singers,
and made me miserable.
You heard?® their derisive songs®
of how they would sweep me away.
When they [my nation] rested ™ after they had traveled,
they [my captors] fed me pebbles.?*
They heard how I sighed.®

n For* You engraved the likeness of the perfect one [Jacob]'s

on the throne of Your angelic Ofanim.

[Therefore] mete out their punishment® as on the day
[Israel] beheld Your countenance [at the Sea of Reeds];

chase into the dark shadows of Hell all those who plot1®
against [Israel,] the ones You shelter;

consign® into the flame those who smashed
Your precious gem|like Temples].

Designate?! [a date on which they will be forced] to drink
the intoxicating cup [of retribution] hidden in Your corners.?

Let all their wickedness come before You.??

X May [retribution] come upon the tormentor

who tried to destroy us completely.
S In fury he led us to the entrance of Hamath.?
v Unto Halah and Habor he exiled us.?
v Old man, youth and maiden — he shackled us [all].2¢
a2 O Supreme One, please look down,

for we are all Your nation.?”

Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!?

to cope with the rigors of the journey. But dough in pits dug into the ground and their
the people jeered at him and did not obey. bread became mixed with grit (Rashi to Eichah
Therefore, the exiles had to knead their 3:16).
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(1) Eichah 2:20. (2) Psalms 83:5. (3) Eichah 1:20. (4) 5:21. (5) 4:21.

(6) 3:63. (7) Isaiah 1:12. (8) Eichah 3:62. (9) 3:61.

(10) Cf. Ezekiel 8:17; see the commentaries there. (11) Eichah 2:21. (12) Cf. 3:17.

(13) 1:21. (14) 5:22. (15) 4:22; see Rashi to Ezekiel 1:5. (16) Eichah 3:64. (17) 3:66.

(18) Some editions read y1 "y, those who plot evil. (19) Cf. Psalms 83:4.

(20) Eichah 3:65. (21) 2:22. (22) Some editions read 37193, before You. (23) 1:22.

(24) Cf. Amos 6:14. (25) Il Kings 17:6. (26) Cf. Jeremiah 51:22. (27) Isaiah 64:8. (28) Eichah 5:1.

nnaaY yyn — They [my captors] fed me  utensils for use during the trip into exile. The
pebbles. God had told the prophet (Ezekiel purpose of the command was that others
12:3) to prepare easily portable cooking might follow his example and thus be prepared
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7.
How did You rush in Your fury to exterminate
Your faithful ones at the hand of the Edomites,
and not recall the Covenant Between the Parts
by which You selected those whom You tested?
Therefore we have proclaimed,
‘Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!’?

How did You reproach with Your rebuke,
to exile at the hand of the haughty those You had once redeemed,
and not recall the contraction of the road
You had shortened for Your flag-bearing tribes?
Therefore we have spoken,
‘Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

How did You plan in Your thoughts
to push Your multitudes into the hand of the raucous,
and not recall the Assembly Hall, the seasonal stronghold*
You had designated for Your meeting partners?
Therefore, we have lamented,
‘Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

How did You abandon Your Temples in Your rage,
to suffer indignity at the hands of aliens,
and not recall the betrothal of [Israel to the] Laws of Sinai
that You have carved for the recipients of Your compassion?
Therefore we have related,
‘Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

How did You take pains in exerting Yourself* to cause
Your sheep to be torn asunder by the hand of the predators,?
and not recall the [merit of the] precioussbeloved upright [Torah]
that You designated for those who know You?
Therefore we have wailed,
‘Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

How did You concentrate in Your anger, to devastate
Your vineyard [Israel] at the hand of the vandalizing villain,
and not recall that You taught Your acquired people that
[You would] not abandon [them] forever
Therefore we have cried,
‘Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

the spiritual stronghold at which all of Israel  37v2 AW 'K — How did You take pains in
would assemble during three seasons (Pesach, exerting Yourself. For eighteen years a heavenly
Shavuos, Succos) each year.

voice resounded through the halls of Nebuchad-
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(1) Genesis ch. 15. (2) Eichah 5:1.

(3) Some editions read nxnw, the unclean. (4) Cf. Eichah 3:31.

«2§ 7983 nYR ) — How did You rush in Your

fury. This kinnah, by R’ Elazar HaKalir — who

signed his name, 11yx, in the acrostic of the final

stanza — follows a complex alphabetical form.

Each of the first eleven stanzas is constructed in
the following manner:

A R DL KR KDL K2 DL KK

A..a%n. AWK ,..a.. 8. ARy

R R R e V=) KPR Rt

AL, AT A9, A3 R AN

T o3 T T /7t S TR B Bop =) )|

1% g R ioT L L T e

The alphabet is repeated five times for odd-

numbered letters (... 1,3,X) and six times for

even-numbered letters (... 3,7,3). This repetition

alludes to the Five Books of the Torah and the Six

Orders of the Mishnah. Even the merit of Torah
study was ineffective in protecting Israel when its
actions became degenerate (Kol BeRamah).

777 257 n1'%7 — The contraction of the road.
When the Israelites left Sinai, they traveled three
days and arrived at Kadosh Barnea — an eleven-
day journey under usual circumstances! (See
Rashi to Deut.1:2.) Alternatively, this refers to the
four-hundred-year period of slavery prophesied
in the Covenant Between the Parts (Genesis 15:13)
that was condensed to two hundred and ten
years, from Jacob’s arrival in Egypt until the
Exodus (see Targum to Song of Songs 2:8).

nv) pn) 11 — The Assembly Hall, the seasonal
stronghold. This alludes to the Beis HaMikdash,

TN .
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n How did You speak in Your contempt, to eradicate
at the hand of tormentors those who had exalted You,
1 and wot recall the flight on eagle’s feathers
when You carried aloft those whom You had exalted?
Therefore we have moaned,
‘Remember, HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

v How did You speak out in Your stormy rage,
to confine Your witnesses by the hand of free thinkers,
v and not recall the mighty twin Torah-crowns®
with which You crowned Your servants?
Therefore we have cried out,
‘Remember HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

n How did You utter in Your awesomeness,
to murder Your wondrous people by the hand of law breakers,
¥ and not recall the joyous song of the desirable righteous?
that You have concealed for Your legions?
Therefore we have shouted,
‘Remember HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

7 How did You proclaim in Your proclamation, to give over those
You had once summoned to the hand of those who oppose You,
= and not recall the assembly [You attended with an] entourage
of [more than] twice ten thousand,
at which You favored your friends?
: Therefore we have protested,
‘Remember HASHEM, what has befallen us!’

w How You aspire with Your aspiration,
to disperse Your perfect ones at the hand of pillagers,
n and not recall the strength of the Temple Mount’s stature
which You prepared for Your wholesome ones?
Therefore we have groaned,
Remember HASHEM, what has befallen us!”

bx We have groaned; pouring out [our hearts] like water,

v because on this day we were taken captive twice.

1 I recall how I dwelt serenely in Jerusalem.

5 [ have complained, but now, I shall raise aloft [my laments]

" 25 MY /160

SRR DM T MIMR7 DN NP K
A7 DRPI WK W3 NYI DKWY 01 KO
R RainiyiaRaiinilinliei QENURE R mt!

ATIIR DY T3 D7 Y0l nnw ik
ATIRYZ DRY W TOTY T Y 0731 K9
17 T TR I 907,10y 1o

AP7D 0YY™IB 173 13D ,7TIEa DYD TN
YT MDY WK PTIY MY N2OY 071 k)
ub T TR T 07 Yy 1

PRI DR 23 NIRY ANKTIPA DNR T
AYI7 DY WK <0NiaT 227 WD 573 kY]
M9 T TR T 97,1817 10

AW 0TI T3 Ny A9Kwa naxw o
ATRMNG DI2A WK KD 7070 qpR a1 K9]
A1 T ) I 997 13NN 10

0793 NIyRT B NIRD

MY 1AW 717 Oina 53:
DYWIa NIWT -n'vw: MmN M
AW T TY TIKK Y] T

(1) Cf. Ezekiel 16:7. (2) Cf. Isaiah 24:16; some editions read, p1y "2y N7y, the joyous song of
the desirable [Land (cf. Ezekie] 20:15) of] righteousness (cf. Isaiah 1:16). (3) Cf. Psalms 68:18.

to the sphere of heaven.

of angels, my Lord is among them, at Sinai in
holiness (Psalms 68:18). R’ Avudimi of Haifa
explained that twenty-two thousand [‘twice ten
thousand’ plus two thousand, the minimum that

can be called ‘thousands’] ministering angels
accompanied God when He descended upon
Mount Sinai to give the Torah to Israel (see
Rashi to Psalms 68:18).

nezzar's palace. It cried: “O perpetrator of evill
Go destroy your Master’s Temple, for His
children do not listen to Him’ (Midrash Eichah,
intro. 23).

17y "1y — Twin Torah-crowns. When Israel
was asked to accept the Torah, the nation
cried out, 'ypwn niyyy, ‘We will do and we will
hear” (Exodus 24:7), placing nyy), we will do,
before ypwi, we will hear. Thus they under-
took to fulfill all of God's commandments,
even before they knew what was expected of

them. This devotion was rewarded when
600,000 ministering angels approached Israel
and placed two crowns upon each Jew’s head
— one for Yy, and one for ypwi (Shabbos
88a).

D437 297 W) — The assembly [You attended
with an] entourage of [more than] twice ten
thousand. The translation and interpolation are
based on a midrashic account of God’s descent
upon Mount Sinai. The psalmist states: The
chariot of God is twice ten thousand, thousands
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8.
& Would that I could soar* to the sphere of heaven;
[ would make the heavens lament with me!
I would curse the day on which | was twice destroyed.
n [ would lament, Would that my head were [a stream of ] water.”?
a2 [ would contemplate the crying of that night in the wilderness;2
I would differentiate between night and night*
and between wilderness and wilderness.*
[ would inspire all who emerged from the wilderness to cry with me,
w as [ would roar, Would that I were [once again]
in the Wilderness [of Sinai]."?
3 [T would cry,]' My limbs are amputated, my fruits are fallen,
like a beaten olive.
I would provoke the entire household* [to cry] with me;
I would cause the Master of the Household Himself to say,
1 ‘Would that I allowed Myself [to tread upon Israel’s enemies,
as if they were] thorns and thistles!”’
7 [ would cause my whole heart to grow faint
as [ [would struggle to have Him make Himself available [to me],
Would that I knew the appropriate words
to encourage Him [to forgive me]
L would worry, Where is the Shepherd? — but not be able to find Him,
p 1 would lament, Would that I be permitted to know,
so that I might find him."s
1 [ would turn round and round with my words
like an fever-spinning] wheel,
I would speak with Him face to face to bemoan my woes.
The sun and moon would how! together and refuse to shine upon me,
x [ would shriek, ‘Would that my words [of lamentation]
be recorded [for posterity] ¢
v The just ways of the pestle-thieves
I would reveal by [contrasting them with] my greed and treachery.
Even the constellations were distraught when
[ ripped my [priestly ] vestments [at the Temple's destruction],
5 [ would scream, ‘Would that He give heed to me!””
T We were exiled when the desirous [Temple} was ruined ?
I would remember that | was once wed [to the holy Torah],
L would shed tears that stream forth as from a mountaintop cistern;?
v [ would exclaim, ‘Would that | had wings like a dove.'?
(1) Jeremiah 8:23, see Targum. (2) Some editions read 72 597, the wailing

of the wilderness. (3) Jeremiah 9.1, (4) Cf. Isaiah 27:4. (5) Job 23:3. (6) 19:23.
(7) Cf. 31:35. (8) Cf. Ecclesiates 12:5. (9) Cf. Isaiah 7:3. (10) Psalms 55:7.

a mortar where they would press them with their
pestle. Therefore, they were given the appellation
pestle~thieves because they would steal the
hearts, i.e., deceive the sentries with the pretext of
the pestle (Taanis 28a).

MR — The desirous [Temple]. The transla-
tion follows Rashi and Ibn Ezra (Ecclesiastes 12:5)
who render ‘lust for conjugal pleasures.” Some re~
garded this as a compound word from 1x, father
or patriarch, and a1, dove, i.e., Abraham, Isaac
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2§ IR — Would that I could soar. The
translation of this rare word is based on Wiz M
Ty, Behold! It shall fly as an eagle e (Jeremiah
48:40). Alternatively the word is related to T'X
which Targum (Job 21:30) renders x77an, de-
struction, and Ibn Ezra explains as a dark cloud.

Sebn 579 manar — [ would differentiate between
night and night. On that first tragic night of
Tishah B'Av in the wilderness, the nation heard
the Spies’ slanderous reports regarding the Land
of Canaan, and they wept. But that was a Y@ rmaa
031, an uncalled for (or, needless) weeping. The
tragic events that occurred on later Tishah B'Avs,
however, were the source of true weeping. Thus
we distinguish between tonight's weeping and
that first night’s weeping.

139N "2 — And between wilderness and

wilderness, ie., between the Wilderness of Sinai
where we ate the heavenly manna, drank from
the Well of Miriam and were protected by the
Clouds of Glory, and the wilderness of exile
where we were starving, thirsty and at the mercy
of the elements and both four-legged and
two-legged predators.

Once, the foreign overlords of Eretz Yisrael
forbade the bringing of bikkurim (first-fruit
offerings) to Jerusalem and stationed sentries on
the roads to prevent the Jews from doing so. Pious
men of that generation arose and placed baskets
of biklkurim, covered with dried figs, into large
wooden vessels shaped like a pestle, which was
used for pressing dried figs into cakes, and carried
them on their shoulders to Jerusalem. When the
sentries inquired about the contents, the Jews
would say that they were taking the dried figs to




R A R A S A

.

|
I
l

165 / MORNING SERVICE KINNOS

n Brother [Israel] separated by sinfulness from [Jerusalem]
the mighty city? and exiled to Tyre;
like a meadow without water ?
because God withheld [rain] in [His] wrath.
He held [Jerusalem] in His grasp like grain standing to be reaped
and grapes ready to be harvested;
o [ would speak, ‘Would that I be brought to the fortified city!’
v [ would pitch my palatial tents* in the very shadow of death
{for life is worthless in exile];
I would fly off and find rest® in Death’s Courtyard,
[where] | would associate with those who wait for death?
1 I would whimper, ‘Would that I die, for] which man lives on
[through interminable tragedy] and will never see death?
v | seek to witness [the fulfillment of my plea],
‘O my Strength [God], come to my assistance!’”
My awe-inspiring nation proclaims every year,
‘This is the year [of redemption]l’
[When that time comes | shall announce to everyone,
so that it will be universally known,?
v that had the hand of God not wrought all this
(it could not have happenedJI°
5 I shall bow my head to You [in penitence], HASHEM,
my source of strength;
I shall bend my knee [in supplication] to You,
to bandage my exile-wounds.
I shall crown You with song, with the melodies of my machalas>
I will concentrate [my prayer] to request,
‘Would that You were as a brother to me!’®
S Do not forget the scream of Ariel [the Beis HaMikdash ]!
to assemble to him Judah and Israel.
The thousands of protective angels?
whom God designated [to guard Jerusalem],
saying, ‘Would that out of Zion shall emerge Israel’s salvations!'?
YK [To this request God responds:] ‘From the moment Israel ceased
to follow My ways;
1y they abandoned Me, so [ abandoned them and
turned My countenance away from them!’
n [ grumbled and I groaned,* my innards and my heart
were spilled out [in grief};
O how they have thrown my splendor from my head!

You will have changed *r1in, my exile-wounds,
into "9irm, my dancing.

mbhm 'na — I grumbled and I groaned. The
speaker here may be God continuing His lament
from the previous two lines, i.e. Israel abandoned
Me ... and threw My splendor [Divine crowns

from the prayers of the righteous (see Chagigah
13b with Tosafos)] from My head. Alternatively,
the lament may revert to Israel’s words: From the
time God abandoned me ... the enemy nations
have thrown my splendor [the Beis HaMikdash]
from my head [Jerusalem].
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(1) Proverbs 18:19; see Nazir 23a. (2) Job 8:11. (3) Psalms 60:11. (4) Cf. Daniel 11:45.
(5) Cf. Psalms 55:7. (6) 89:49. (7) 22:20. (8) Isaiah 12:5. (9) Job 12:9.
(10) Song of Songs 8:1. (11) See commentary to kinnah 37. (12) Psalms 68:18. (13) 53:7.

and Jacob, the Patriarchs of Israel, the nation
compared to a dove (see e.g., Song of Songs 2:14).
The verse then alludes to the Talmudic teaching,
niax NIt mn, the merits of the Patriarchs have
ended (Shabbos 55a), and means that since we no
longer had the merits of the niax to protect us,
the Temple was destroyed (Matteh Levi).

nmY monnd. . N Ixg — Death’s Courtyard
.. those who wait for death. mpiyn, Hazar-
maveth, was a seventh-generation descendant of
Noah. According to the Midrash, he was the
progenitor of a tribe of impoverished people
who ate animal fodder, dressed in papyrus reed
garments, and eagerly anticipated death

(Bereishis Rabbah 37:8). The paytan compares
the plight of exiled Israel to the lives of those
unfortunates.

"7 — My machalas. The n%nn, machalas, is a
musical instrument used by the Levite orchestra
in the Temple (see Psalms 53:1 and 88:1). The
word n%m [and *7iM0] can also be cognate with
notmn, sickness, and refer to Israel’s heartache
over the Destruction of the two Temples (Rashi
to Psalms ibid.). Alternatively, the word may be
related to 53nn, a circle dance. Accordingly the
stitch is based on the verse, You have changed
for me my lament into dancing ... (Psalms
30:12), and means that when redemption comes
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16.

8 Remember+ what the tormentor [Titus]

perpetrated in the Temple;™
he unsheathed his sword and entered
the innermost chamber [the Holy of Holies].

3 He struck terror throughout [the land of ] our heritage
when he desecrated the show bread,

and he impaled the two-sided? Curtain»

1 He besmirched the orphaned [nation] with a red [bloody] shield ;s

and measured them (for death} along a blood-red line.

% He muddied our waters, and inebriated his arrows with blood s

as he emerged from the Temple with his blood-soaked sword.

11 [We mourn] because of the evil plans and words of the man

who stretched his hand out against God,
attempting to vanquish Him.?

v [He bragged,] '[Despite the downfall of ] Egypt and the other nations,
that He conquered, I shall rush with [haughty] neck’
within His own desirable Temple.’

1 [In the times of ] our ancestors, fire consumed His young ment
[Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu] when they brought
an alien [fire into the Tabernacle]?
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(1) Cf. Zechariah 14:10; some editions read n)pa, within. (2) Some editions read nvp "nw n%yay,
with a double-edged [blade]. (3) Cf. Nahum 2:4. (4) Cf. Il Samuel 8:2. (5) Cf. Deuteronomy 32:42:
(6) Cf. Job 15:25. (7) 15:26. (8) Psalms 78:63. (9) See Leviticus 10:1-2.

Titus” wicked acts when he entered and de- the reverse); or, (b) ‘a lion on one side, and an
stroyed the Temple. The first and third line of  eagle on the other,’ i.e., totally different scenes on
eich quatrain begin with the opening words of  each side (Yerushalmi Shekalim 8:2).
the corresponding verses in chapter five of N .
Eichah and appear in bold type.pThe second KR 103 ‘73’1 o He besmtrchedlthe
words of those lines form an aleph-beis acrostic orphaned [nation] with a red [bloody] shield.
© Josephus (Wars of the Jews VI, 5:1) described the
D192 Y Y WK 101 — Remember what the  misery and destruction brought about by Titus:
tormentor perpetrated in the Temple. The Tal- ‘There was a shout of the Roman legions as
mud (Gittin 56b) relates that when Titus entered  they marched together, and a sad clamor of the
the Holy Temple he cursed and blasphemed the  people, now surrounded by fire and sword ...
God of Israel. He dragged a prostitute into the ~Many who were worn away by starvation so that
Holy of Holies and unrolled a holy Torah scroll  their mouths were almost closed, when they saw
and committed unspeakably lewd acts upon it.  the Holy House on fire they exerted their last
He then unsheathed his sword (already bloodied  strength and broke out in groans and outcry. The
with the blood of countless Jewish victims) and  mountains around the city returned the echo and
slashed the mpts, Curtain (that separated the increased the noise... The Temple Mount was
Sanctuary from the Holy of Holies), to shreds. A seething with fire in every part, and the blood
miracle occurred and blood began to flow from  was even more than the fire. . for the ground was
the curtain. Thus Titus imagined that he had not visible because of the dead bodies that
actually pierced and slain God Himself! covered it; the soldiers went over heaps of those
bodies in pursuit of the fleeing.’

another!’

01D Y N2ya nans — The two-sided Curtain.
The Paroches was woven in an intricate manner  "w3¥a — With [haughty] neck. The translation is
with various designs depicted on each of its sides.  based upon Rashi’s interpretation of this phrase
Two views are stated in the Talmud: (a) ‘Alionon  in Job 15:26 (see also Psalms 75:6). Alternatively,
one side, and a lion on the other, ie. the same it is an allusion to the Temple and Altar both of
picture was visible from either side (or, as some  which are compared to the straight neck of
explain, the front view of the lion on the front of  stately stature (see commentaries to Song of Songs
the curtain, and the back view of the same lionon  4:4 and 7:5).

2§ 1191 —Remember. The Roman general Titus  vanquish their Jewish victims. Jerusalem was
— whose words and actions represent the unique  reduced to rubble; the Temple was destroyed.
arrogance and ruthlessness of the entire Roman ~ The human toll was staggering: ‘"The number of
nation, the seed of the proud and bloodthirsty  captives was 97,000, The number of those who
Esau — destroyed the Second Temple. The Tal-  perished (from starvation or pestilence) or were
mud (Gittin 56b) relates that he began his assault  slaughtered by the sword was one million and
on Jerusalem with an insolent declaration of war ~ one hundred thousand’ (Josephus, Wars of the
— not merely against the Jews — but against the  Jews VI, 9:3). Even after Jerusalem fell, the
Almighty, God of Israel, Himselft Titus shouted ~Romans relentlessly hunted down every Jew
out the verse from Scripture: 17911 1Y 19779% %, they could find. Thus, they supplied victims for
52, Where is their God, the Rock in Whom they  cruel torture for the amusement of Titus and his
have trusted? (Deuteronomy 32:37).
Avos d’'Rabbi Nosson (1:6) states that King the Roman Empire.
David had Titus in mind when he supplicated To emphasize how important this victory over
before God: i3 531 aK1an Ox, Let not the footof  the Jews was, a special coin was minted and
the arrogant overtake me (Psalms 36:12), because  issued to commemorate this event. On one side
Titus insufferable arrogance against God was appears the head of Vespasian garlanded by a
unsurpassed. When he entered the Temple victory wreath, the reverse side depicts a Roman
sanctuary he banged on the altar and taunted: “O  legionnaire leaning on his spear, while a forlorn
Wolf!l O Wolf! You are a monarch and [ am a  figure representing the Jews weeps pitifully
monarch! Come, let us do battle with one under a palm tree. The inscription reads, Judea

cohorts in sensational celebrations throughout

Capta — Judah is a captive! Moreover, Titus had

Nor was Titus alone in this defiance. He was a huge monument erected to mark this great
merely continuing the attitude of his father triumph, an arch upon which are engraved
Vespasian, who had begun the siege against scenes of the sacred vessels being plundered from
Jerusalem and had continued it until he was the Beis HaMikdash. This Arch of Titus, which
elected Emperor of Rome. Then he appointed his  has endured for almost 2000 years, is one of the
son Titus to complete the destruction of the city.  most dramatic structures of the Imperial Capital,
Therefore many Midrashim which describe the  and is a constant reminder to us that we have not
destruction refer to one or the other of these yet fully repented the sins that vouchsafed to
wicked men, or to both.

God allowed the brutal Roman legions to This kinnagh, by R’ Elazar HaKalir, depicts

Titus the power to destroy our Beis HaMikdash.
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while this man [Titus] brought a reclining harlot!
inside [the Holy of Holies], yet he was not burnt by the firex
i [A lowly] slave-nation stoked the flames within it;
Why upon this House of [God, the All-consuming] Fire,?
did He send a fire from on high?*
v Qur souls sank, when he removed the service vessels,
and placed them on oared ships,
that he might be served with them.
Our very skin seemed to melt away [in agony]
when the ministering priest arose early
and didn’t find the [full complement of Ininety-three service vessels»
3 The women were terrified when they saw the ruthless one enter
and riddle the Temple floor with his [hob-nailed] boots.4
% Princes* cringed in [helpless] fear when the wanton one entered,
he splattered the Holy of Holies with his foul stench.
n Outside, young men [Jewish defenders] stood firm,
they thought he [Titus] would be harmed by the
six hundred thousand demons [they saw entering with him]»
3 Elders panicked when he [Titus] was given free reign by heavens
to do as he pleased, while He [God] appeared

to be shackled in chains®

© When the Satanic one [Babylon] withdrew,
the ruddy one [Rome] arrived;

he surrounded the wall and shocked the populace.

The wrath [of God] fell upon the descendants of he [Jacob]
who had peeled fresh [branches of ] almond and chestnut,
to the point where the palace was abandoned by heaven.

«

(1) Cf. Jeremiah 2:20. (2) Cf. Deuteronomy 4:24. (3) Eichah 1:13. (4) See kinnah 13. (5) Some
editions read opinn, from the powerful [heavens]. (6) Jererniah 40:1. (7) See Genesis 30:37.

KINNOS

entire line as a rhetorical question. Alternatively,
it comprises a question and answer: How could
this happen to the House of Fire? — He sent a fire
from on high!

Y 2 Yy mywn — Ninety-three service
vessels. Each morning, the Kohanim of the day’s
watch would remove exactly ninety-three vessels
needed for the Temple service (Tamid 3:4). On
the morning of the day on which the Beis
HaMikdash was to fall, the Kohanim could not
find all ninety-three vessels — something that
had never happened before.

D™ — Princes. This refers either to the nobility
of Jerusalem, or to the heavenly angels who are
called o™iy. When the sinful were admonished
that Jerusalem would be destroyed unless they
would mend their ways, they replied, ‘We know
the Divine Names that are the lifeblood of the
various angels appointed over the elements.
Should we be attacked, we will call upon the

angels to surround us with walls of water, or fire;
or iron.” But God confounded them by exchang-
ing each angel’s role with another’s. Thus, when
the people called upon the angels that formerly
protected them, the answer was always the same;
‘That is no longer within my realm.” These angels
now cringed because they were unable to help
Israel (Yalkut Shimoni 11:102.3).

TR KYAM B wa piae o v — They thought he
(Titus] would be harmed by the six hundred
thousand demons. When the Roman enemies
came to destroy Jerusalem, six hundred thousand
demons waited at the gateway of the Temple to
attack and harm them. However, the demons
realized that God Himself witnessed the atroc-
ities the Romans perpetrated, yet remained silent,
as it is written: He withdrew His right hand in the
presence of the enemy. Therefore the demons
said, ‘If God does not interfere, we too will not
interfere!’ (Devarim Rabbah 1:17).
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WK M1 K9 ... wr o »mma — Fire
consumed His young men [Aaron’s sons Nadab
and Abihu]. . . yet he [Titus]was not burnt by the
fire. These two eldest sons of Aaron were pious
and holy but they erred in their service on the
very day of the Tabernacle’s inauguration, Rosh
Chodesh Nissan 2449. Bolts of fire burst forth
from the Holy of Holies, entered their nostrils
and consumed their innards, yet their outer flesh
and garments remained perfectly intact. The fact
that they were punished so severely for their
error, while Titus who intentionally committed
every form of atrocity and sacrilege was left
unscathed, demonstrates that they entered the
House of God when it was at the height of its
sanctity, and God's Presence permeated its
environs with unsurpassed intimacy and inten-
sity. Therefore, the slightest deviation caused a
serious flaw in the awesome level of sanctity
maintained at that moment. Titus, however,
entered the Temple only after God’s Presence

departed in anger over the sins of Israel. There-
fore, his victory was truly a hollow one, because
he destroyed an empty shell, a meaningless
facade. Although Titus’ intentions were entirely
evil, God left him unharmed. This demonstrated
that Titus was unwittingly a tool of the Divine
will to destroy the Temple from which the sins of
Israel had chased the protective Shechinah.

WX a1 — Inthe House of [God, the All-consum-
ing] Fire. Alternatively, the Beis HaMikdash is
the House of the Altar and Menorah fires, both of
which had miraculous elements: The Altar fire
was never extinguished, even though it stood in
the open air (see Avos 5:7); the 7yn ), western
lamp, of the Menorah would still be burning,
long after the other lamps (with the same amount
of oil and same size wicks) had gone out (see

Shabbos 22b).

WK oW oan. .. mmby1— Why . . . did He send
a fire from on high? The translation treats the
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8 Upon the entrance of the Temple Mount
he [Titus] began to advance,
to destroy it through the hand of his four chief commanders.
¥ On the Western side, as a memorial,
they left over a remnant of it
and He [God] stood behind our wall,
but did not fight on its behalf.
7 You [God] were so enraged that You allowed them to empty
[the Temple of its contents],
and to remove from there [Jerusalem]
the unblemished children
" Why do You allow the nations to gather [against me P
while You ignore my offering, paying it no attention®
They sent them [the children] away
to the land of Uz in three ships*
W ‘Bring us back!” [to life in the Hereafter] they cried out
as they sunk into the sea’s depths,?
as they united themselves with a solemn pact
to cast themselves into the sea as one.
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They sang song and praises as (Israel did] at the Sea of Reeds,
chanting, ‘Because for Your sake we are killeds

in the depths of the Sea!’

N Even as the depths were about to take their souls,
they prayed to the Real One, saying,
"All this has befallen us, yet we have not forgotten You!’s
They placed their hope in the One [Who promised]
to bring them back from Bashan,
and a heavenly voice was heard,

Why do You seem fo sleep?'

‘Awaken!

them off to Rome for immoral purposes. The
children realized this and preferred taking their
own lives to living in sin, yet they were
uncertain whether suicide is permissible under
such circumstances. They feared they might
forfeit their share in the World to Come. God
inspired them with a holy spirit to expound a
verse from Scripture which gave them guidance
and comfort: My Lord promised, 'I will bring
back from Bashan (i.e. those threatened by mwsa,
immoral disgrace), I will bring back from the
depths of the sea” (ie. God will resurrect and
reward those who drown themselves in the sea
in order to preserve their purity and to sanctify
God’s name) (Psalms 68:23). Upon hearing this,
all the maidens leaped into the sea without any
hesitation. The youths immediately followed
their inspiring example.

As they performed this ultimate act of Kid-
dush Hashem, Sanctification of God’s Holy
Name, those on the first ship cried out, ‘Have we
forgotten the Name of our God and extended our
hands to a strange god? (ibid. 44:21). Those on
the second ship cried out, Is it not so that God
can examine this? For He knows the secrets of
the heart!” (44:22). Those on the third ship cried
out, ‘Because for Your sake we are killed all the
time, we are considered as sheep for slaughter’
(44:23).

Concerning these young and innocent miar-
tyrs Jeremiah laments: ‘Over these people
I weep; my eyes run with water ... My
children have been destroyed, because the en-
emy has prevailed’ (Lamentations 1:16). And
about them does the remainder of this kimnah
speak.
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(1) Daniel 1:4. (2) Psalms 2:1. (3) Cf. Malachi 2:13. (4) Cf. Job 38:16.
(5) Psalms 44:23. (6) Cf. 44:21. (7) Cf. 68:23. (8) 44:24.

i3 1w 1Y 37Yn Y Yy — On the Western
Side, as a memorial, they left over a remnant of
it. The Midrash states: When Vespasian be-
sieged Jerusalem, he assigned four different
generals to raze the four sections of the city. The
western sector fell to the lot of a general named
Pangar. In heaven it was decreed that the
Western Wall of the Temple Mount should not
be destroyed and, indeed, while the other three
generals destroyed their sectors, Pangar allowed
the Western Wall to stand intact. Vespasian
summoned him and demanded an explanation,
to which Pangar responded, ‘I swear that my
intention is only to glorify your reputation, O
royal master! Had I obliterated every last vestige
of this metropolis of Jerusalem, later generations
would have no idea of the scope of your victory,
for they might think that Jerusalem was no
more than a tiny town. But now that I have
left over this massive Western Wall as a memo-
rial, it will be known for all time that your
majesty conquered a major city of colossal
proportions!’

The Emperor said to him, “You have defended

yourself very well, nevertheless, since you failed
to follow my command you must climb to the
top of a tower and throw yourself off. If you
survive, I will let you live; but if you die, then
indeed you will have received the death penalty
you deserve!’ Pangar threw himself off the top
of a tower and was killed, for Rabban Yochanan
ben Zakkai had uttered a curse against him
saying, “Your own heart knows what your real
intentions are! You claim to have preserved the
Western Wall for the glory of Vespasian, but in
your heart you know full well that you desire a
memorial to commemorate the utter defeat and
destruction of the Jewish peoplel’ (Midrash
Eichah 1:32).

nirpp whwa v yixa minbw — They sent
them (the children] away to the land of Uz in
three ships. This is based on the narrative
related in the Talmud (Gittin 57b) and the
Midrash (Midrash Eichah) and presented here
in composite form: Vespasian (or Titus) filled
three galleys with four hundred of the finest
youths of Jerusalem, boys and girls, and sent




233 / MORNING SERVICE KINNOS

31 amnw/232

17.
7
X If [it could happen that J* wormen ate the fruit : I . ' _
of their own [wombJ the babes of their care = alas yntg 1o 235 9K LEOTIBY 9% 078 0w miYaRA nK

3 If [it could happen that] compassionate women cooked [theiy own]
children® whom they had so carefully measured '
handbreadth by handbreadth* — alas unto el
A If fit could happen that] the locks of their hair were torn from i
their heads when they were tied [by their hair] to fleet horsege __
alas unto me
t If [it could happen that] the tongue of the nursing babe would '
adhere to its palate* through unmitigated thirst — alas ynto mie!

m If [it could happen that] one [mother] cried out to another,
‘Come, let us cook our screeching children!” — alas unto me!
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1 If [it could happen that after devouring one of their babies,) = 5 1a . - : : an e
the two met [and the mother of the eaten child said], "(-7 .’{?‘_7}5 . ’g rnn H.DJT.'J 13';] N'IF'T.'._I 33 0
‘Give your son!’ But he was already cut to pieces A999K DY niyna <0na% Niax w3 nenIn oK
and hidden away [for his mother to enjoy alone] —%alas unto niel '-,'7 -,5535 ¢, 0MHN) DNIBK lyl 5N Ni1a 112700 Ox

v If {it could happen that] fathers’ flesh was waiting for
[their] sons* [to eat]in caves and ditches — alas unto me!
r If [it could happen that] daughters were condemned to die
in their mother’s bosom, swollen [with hunger] —¢ alas unto el
v If [it could happen that] the spirits of infants soared heavenward ]
from their swollen corpses
[which were lying] in the city’s streets —7 alas unto me!
v If [it could happen that] women were weighed down
by miscarriage of womb and dryness of breast,®
and that mother [lamented] over dying sons — alas unto me!
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(1) Eichah 2:20. (2) Job 10:15. (3) Cf. Eichah 4:10. (4) Cf. 4:4; Psalms 137:6.
(5) See Il Kings 6:28-29. (6) Cf. Eichah 2:12. (7) Cf. 2:11. (8) Cf. Hosea 9:14.

3 If [it could happen that] eight hundred [young Kohanim
who bore decorative gold] shields were trapped;
in Arabia [they fell to] foul decay — alas unto me!

«2§0R — If [it could happen that.] This kinnah
describes in horrible detail how the scope of the
Destruction was not merely confined to material
objects. Rather, this event ripped out the very
moral fiber of the people and utterly distorted
their essential personality traits. The Talmud
teaches that the Jewish nation is identified by
three basic qualities, they are ,omgra mpnn
0v1Rn Ynia), compassionate, modest, and per-
formers of kindness (Yevamos 79a). The intense
suffering of the Destruction crazed the Jewish
People and stripped them of the most elementary,
normal human feelings and emotions, to the
point where mothers relished the opportunity to
cook the flesh of their own babes in order to still
their hunger, and children were not revolted to
consume the remains of their dead parents.

Concurrently, the heathen conquerors, already
barbaric, were roused to an unprecedented level
of cruelty and depravity and perpetrated every
form of unspeakable atrocity against their Jewish
victims.

In the closing stanra of this kinnah, the author,
R’ Elazar HaKalir, reveals the true reason for this
atmosphere of utter inhumanity, It all stemmed
from the astonishing crime which the Jewish

agreed to their plan, for N is the signet of God  {by their hair] to fleet horses. The Midrash
(Yoma 69b; Sanhedrin 63a). recounts how, after the Destruction, Miriam bas
The significance of these letters is that they  Baisos, wife of the Kohen Gadol Yehoshua ben
come at the beginning, middle and end of the Gamla, was tied by her hair to the tails of Arabian
aleph-beis. Thus they allude to the fact that God  steeds and was dragged from Jerusalem to Lud
is the First, the Last and has no equal or partner  (Midrash Eichah 1:47).
Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 1:1). Accordingly, with i ;
(this scheme, as with the alphabetical arrange- ©'132 NiaK 73 - Fathers ﬂ‘fSh - for [their]
ment, the paytan intimates that the sins of the sons. When t‘he siege was at its peak and the
generation ran the gamut from X to n. hunger most intense, one man of a group went
out to find a corpse they could scavenge. When
o'oY 0noy — Handbreadth by handbreadth. he chanced upon his own father’s body, he buried
The Talmud relates that when Doeg ben Yosef it in a shallow grave and made a sign to enable
died, his widow was left with a young son. Each him to recognize the spot. Then he returned
year, she would measure his growth by hand- empty-handed to his comrades. They sent outa
breadths and donate an equivalent amount of second man to seek food. He returned with a
gold coins to the Temple treasury in honor of‘her corpse which they proceeded to eat. Later the first
son. But when the siege intensified against scout asked, ‘T was unable to find anything to eat.
Jerusalem, she was caught in the throes of Where did you find this body? The wecond
starvation until she slaughtered and ate her described how he had exhumed it from a freshly
precious son (Yorma 38b). dug grave which was marked in such and sucha

7L w0 Mwpn) — When they were tied  manner. And the first screamed, “Woe is me! Fot

nation committed as a whole. Two hundred and
tifty years before the destruction of the Temple,
in the reign of King Joash, the prophet and priest
Zechariah ben Jehoiada admonished the nation
in the Temple courtyard on Yom Kippur. So per-
verted were the people that instead of heeding
the rebuke of their spiritual leader, they cold-
bloodedly stoned and murdered their holiest
leader, on the holiest day of the year, in the holi-
est location on earth. It was this crime which
totally corrupted the Jewish people and distorted
their nature and for this God exacted terrible ven-
geance at the time of the Temple’s Destruction.

Each line of the kinnah begins with ... nax, if,
followed by the third person feminine prefix.
The second letters of the second words of each
line form the aleph-beis. The letters n 1 K spell
the word nnK, fruth or it is true. Perhaps this is an
allusion to that which the paytan writes in the
closing stanza, namely, that God was in full
accord with the punishments described in the
tirst twenty-two verses of the kinnah. Similarly,
we find that when the Sages wished to eradicate
the overpowering yetzer hara of idolatry from
Israel, a note fell from heaven on which was
written Npy, it is true. This proved that God
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If [it could happen that] their breath was set on fire
with a variety of salty foods and [they died while trying to drinje
from] wineskins [deviously] inflated with fhot, stale] gips

alas untg el
If [it could happen that] they were decimated

from one thousand to one hundred, from one hundred to ten,
until but one [remained]! — a source of terrible sorrow —

alas unto ey
If [it could happen that] eighty thousand fledgling priests

fled to the sheltering Sanctuary —
If [it could happen that] all those souls

were burned there like dry thorn cuttings — alas unto me
If [it could happen that] eighty thousand anointed priests

were beheaded over the innocent blood [of Zechariah] — 2

alas unto mer

alas unto me!
If [it could happen that] the souls [of the starving defenders] were

swollen and stricken by the [tantalizing] aroma of the fruits
of the field [that they could not attain] — 3

If [it could happen that] heaped on one stone
were nine kab-measures of children’s brains —

If [it could happen that] three hundred suckling babes
were hung [to die], stretched out on a single branch —

alas unto me!

alas unto mp!

alas unto mel

If [it could happen that] delicate, pampered women?
were seen in iron chains, under the hand of the chief butcher —
alas unto me!
If [it could happen that] the daughters of distinguished royalty
took their rest on the open roadsides — 5 alas unto me!
If [it could happen that] young maidens and young men
fainted from the dehydrating thirst — alas unto me!
But the Holy Spirit raged back at them:
"Woe unto all my wicked neighbors!
Those [tragedies] which befell them, they publicize,
but that [evil] which they perpetrated, they do not publicize.
If [it happened that] women ate the fruit of their own [womb],
they let it be heard,
but if [it happened that] they murdered a Prophet-Priest
in God's Sanctuary,
they did not let that be heard!’

in

but had to sleep out in the open, exposed to the
elements. Some interpret that these women were
publicly violated when they were made to lie on
the roadsides.

possible: The noble daughters were forced to
work as kitchen slaves and had to sleep among

the racks of pots (see Ibn Ezra to Psalms 68:14);
they were forced to till the soil and sleep between
the furrows (see Rashbam to Genesis 49:14); they
were forced to carry heavy double burdens z'md
collapsed under their weight (see Sforno ibid.):
None of these views are mutually exclusive, for
all of these atrocities may have been perpetrated
against the captives.

the cities they passed on their way to Babylon,

Various other interpretations of this phrase are
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(1) Cf. Amos 5:3. (2) See kinnah 34. (3) Cf. Eichah 4:9.
(4) Cf. Deuteronomy 28:56. (5) Cf. Psalms 68:14; Genesis 49:14.

I have eaten my father’s flesh!’ (Midrash Eichah

air and left hanging in the sun. Thinking they
1:45).

were full of refreshing liquid, the unfortunate
captives — whose hands were tied behind their
back — bit off the plugs with their teeth. The hot,
stagnant air in the bags filled their lungs and
killed them (Tanchuma Yisro 5; Midrash Eichah;
Yerushalmi Taanis 4:5).

LI0) MM — Wineskins [deviously] inflated
with (hot, stale] air. Various Midrashim describe
how, when the captives were led through the
lands of Arabia, the Ishmaelites met them on the
way and appeared to be friendly and sympa-
thetic. They offered bread and other foods all of
which had been oversalted. Soon the Jews asked
for something to drink. The Ishmaelites offered
them leather canteens that they had filled with

OOW 173 — On the open roadsides [lit., between
the borders]. The translation and interpretation
follow Rashi (Genesis 49:14 and Psalms 68:14).
The captive women were not permitted to sleep
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Z1.
Cedars of Lebanon,* giants of Torah,
shield-carriers* of Mishnah and Gemara,
powerful warriors* exerting themselves over it in purity,
their blood was spilt and [their] greatness removed [from us],
Behold, they are the holy Ten Martyrs
executed by the [Roman] government,
and for these do I weep and my eye overflows.!
When [ remember this I scream in bitterness.
The most desirable in Israel, the holy vessels, crown and tiara,
pure of heart and consecrated, they suffered a harsh death.
They cast lots* to determine whom to put to the sword first.
When the lot fell on Rabban Shimon [ben Gamliel J*
he stretched out his neck and wept as the decree was issued »
The overlord, with soul steeped in evil,
turned to slay Rabban Shimon.?
1 [Rabbi Yishmael, the Kohen Gadol,] the scion of Aaron®
asked permission to cry over this son of royalty.

(1) Cf. Eichah 1:16; 3:49. (2) Some editions read Yxypw1 127, Rabbi Yishmael.

KINNOS

nassi of Israel and son of Rabban Shimon, the
first of the Ten Martyrs. Among those described
with this title was Rabbi Chutzpis the Inter-
preter, ninth of the Martyrs (Berachos 27b). They
are called shield-carriers either because they
metaphorically do battle with each other in
debating the fine points of Torah law, or because
of their role in enforcing the law as interpreted by
the nassi and his academy (Aruch).

3 7133 ~— Powerful warriors. Perhaps this is an
even greater accolade than earlier ones, for the
psalmist depicts the angels with this term (see
Psalms 103:20),

5712 311 — They cast lots, Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel and Rabbi Yishmael the Kohen Gadol
were seized by the Romans at the time of the
Temple's destruction. When they were about to
be killed, each begged the executioner, 'Please kill
me first, so that I will not be forced to witness the
death of my beloved colleague!” The executioner
was amazed by the pure love for one another and
said, ‘In that case we will cast lots to decide who
should die first!’

13w 131 — Rabban Shimon [ben Gamliel], the
Ky, Prince, of Israel, a great grandson of Hillel
and a direct descendant of the royal family of
King David. He was the first of the Ten Martyrs
to die. Mishnah Berurah (53:35) quotes Sefer
Chassidim who relates that when Rabban Shi-
mon ben Gamliel was about to die he asked Rabbi
Yishmael, ‘My dear brother, why am I being
subjected to die such an ignominious death [like
a common criminal]?’

Rabbi Yishmael replied, ‘Perhaps when you
preached in public before the masses you were
filled with too much personal pleasure and you

thereby benefited personally from words of
Torah? Rabban Shimon responded, ‘My brother;
you have comforted and consoled mel’
T T2 133 — And wept as the decree was
issued. The much more detailed version in the
piyut 19U 12K (see above) relates that the
Roman ruler informed the martyrs that they
would be executed as retribution for the sale of
Joseph by his brothers. They asked for a
three-day period during which they would
determine whether their deaths had been decreed
by the Heavenly Tribunal. Rabbi Yishmael the
Kohen Gadol uttered God’s secret Name by
which miracles can be performed, and ascended
to heaven. There he met the angel Gabriel who
told him, “Accept it upon yourselves. .. for [ have
heard ... that you have been destined for this.’
The kinnah informs us that Rabban Shimon
wept as he heard Rabbi Yishmael report that
their deaths had been decreed in heaven,
1ax vy — The scion of Aaron. Although his
name is not mentioned in this kinnah, other
sources identify him as Rabbi Yishmael ben
Elisha the Kohen Gadol (see kinnah 23). Accord-
ing to those sources, the Roman governor who
condemned Rabbi Yishmael to death had a
daughter who was impressed with the Rabbi's
appearance, for he was as handsome as Joseph in
his prime. She begged her father to spare the
Rabbi for her personal gratification. Her father
replied, ‘If it is his face that impresses you, we can
preserve it In an incredible display of cruelty,
the governor gave orders that Rabbi Yishmael be
skinned alive and the skin on his face be mounted
like a trophy and preserved in fragrant balsam.
They flayed the flesh off his face until they
reached the top of his head where tefillin were
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«&§1iaayn e — Cedars of Lebanon. This  service because the Talmud (Moed Katan 28a)
kinnah, whose author is unknown [although states: “The death of the righteous atones for the
some ascribe it to 1'% 13 7517, whose name may  sins of Israel,’ and it is on Yom Kippur that we
appear in the acrostic], is a dramatic highlight of  seek to arouse the merit of the martyrs. The Yom
the Tishah B'Av service. It depicts the tragic Kippur version of this story is lengthier and
execution of the MY 1wy, Ten Martyrs.  explains that the death of the Ten Martyrs was

Numerous piyutim, kinnos and selichos have  an atonement for the sin of the ten sons of Jacob
been written about the Ten Martyrs, all of which ~ who were involved in the sale of Joseph into
seemingly place them as contemporaneous. It  slavery (see Genesis ch. 37). That heartless deed
should be noted, however, that while all ten of  sowed the seeds of future dissension and sense-
these righteous men were murdered by the less hatred in Israel. But it was not until the
Romans during the Mishnaic period, their execu-  Second Temple was destroyed due to nam nxat,
tions did not take place at the same time, nor  baseless hatred, that Israel reaped the bitter fruits
could they have, since two of the ten did noteven  of that deed (Yoma 9b). Then, after the Temple’s
live in the same generation as the other eight.  destruction, God brought about the death of ten
Namely, Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel and Rabbi ~ holy martyrs who sanctified His Name in
Yishmael the Kohen Gadol lived before the atonement for the sin of the ten brothers. For it
Destruction of the Second Temple, and were was the still-present influence of their act that
murdered shortly thereafter, while the others continued to prevent their offspring from living
were all killed after the Bar Kochba revolt, more  in brotherhood and harmony.
than sixty years later. The liturgical accounts of This kinnah lists only eight of the Ten
the martyrdom were not meant as historical ~Martyrs. In the Yom Kippur liturgy and other
records, but as dramatic accounts of the story,in  sources the other two are given as Rabbi Chanina
order to evoke feelings of loss and repentance on  ben Chachinai, one of Rabbi Akiva's earlier
the part of the congregation.

The Talmud teaches: “The death of the righ- Dama. Some versions add the name of Rabbi
teous is a tragedy equal to the burning of the  Yehudah HaNachtom in place of ben Dama.
Temple of our God’ (Rosh Hashanah 18a). Thus,
it is appropriate to mourn the loss of these
righteous sages on Tishah B'Av, the day our
Temple was destroyed in fire.

In the chazzan's repetition of the Amidah
during Mussaf on Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement, we read another piyut describing the  pwn9ya — Shield-carriers [lit., masters of the
death of the Ten Martyrs titled 218 9%, These  shields]. The Talmud uses this when referring to
shall I recall. It is included in the Yom Kippur the sages in the academy of Rabban Gamliel,

disciples and Rabbi Yehudah (or Elazar) ben

111297 "8 — Cedars of Lebanon. The righteous
are thus described by the psalmist: A righteous
man will flourish like a date palm, 111252 Mx2
Y, like a cedar in Lebanon he will grow tall
(Psalms 92:13).




251/ MORNING SERVICE KINNOS

He took [Rabban Shimon’s severed] head and placed it

on his lap [and lamented], ‘O pure Menorah!’*
He placed his eyes upon his eyes, and his mouth

upon his mouth in absolute love.
He cried out and said, 'O mouth that strengthened itself in Torah,
how suddenly a violent and cruel death has been inflicted upon you!’
He [the overlord] ordered them to strip the skin off

[Rabbi Yishmael's] head with a sharp razor.
With his skin he fulfilled the prophecy: ‘They [the enemy]

said to your soul,”'Prostrate yourself that we may walk over yoy /"1
m When the wicked one who flayed him

reached the place of the tefillin, the brilliant mitzvah,
He [Rabbi Yishmael] let out such a scream* that

the whole world quaked and the earth crumbled into little pieces,
After him they brought forth Rabbi Akiva*

who uprooted mountains [of halachic problems]

and ground them one against the other by thorough analysis,
They combed his flesh with an iron comb in order to break him.

His soul departed while he declared,

[God is] One” and a heavenly voice proclaimed,
‘Fortunate are you, Rabbi Akiva;

your body has been purified with every type of purity!’
After him they brought forth Rabbi Yehudah ben Bava*

a man of humble heart, and scrupulous [in avoiding sin],
he was killed at age seventy by the hands of the cursed [nation]
He was immersed in fasting; clean and pious,

alacritous in his service. :
Rabbi Chanina? ben Teradyon* came after him, [condemned because]

he assembled crowds [to study Torah] within the gates of Zion.

{73
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(1) Isaiah 51:23. (2) Some editions read rmr7 or X113, Chananiah.

Yehudah ben Bava was determined to guarantee
the perpetuation of the chain of Semichah. He
secretly ordained five of his greatest disciples
near a mountain pass in a secluded area between
Israel, HASHEM is our God, HASHEM is One — and  the cities of Usha and Shefaram. These illustrious
as he drew out the word "nx, One, his soul left  students were: Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Yehudah bar
him. o Ilai, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, Rabbi Yossi ben
A heavenly voice was heard saying, ‘You are  Chalafta and Rabbi Elazar ben Sharr‘\uzA\, the tentl‘g
praiseworthy, Rabbi Akiva, for yoursoulleft you  martyr (other opinions ad‘d a sixth disciple, Rabbi
as you proclaimed God’s Oneness! ... You are  Nechemiah, see Sanhedrin 13b-14a). i
praiseworthy, Rabbi Akiva, for you are ready to Unfortunately, the Romans heard about this
enter the life of the World to Come’ (Berachos  convocation and sent troops to execute the master
61b; Yerushalmi Berachos 9:5). and his disciples. Seventy-year-old Rabbi Ylehu-
AT 27 X33 12 — Rabbi Yehudah ben Bava, 9ah ben Bava commanded his,sm‘ée?ts’ E“r‘n‘
Moses ordained his disciple Joshua, thus invest- ~ 2Way,mysons, and [ will stand firm before the

; ; like an immovable boulder/ Rabbi Yehudah
ing him with the God-given authority to render N th his bod
ha%achic judgments and to impose certain fines. blocked the narrow mountain path with his body

; fa b : d the Romans could not budge him. Only after
The chain of Semichah ordination remained &M X N N dred irofi
unbroken, handed down from teacher to disciple, they pierced his }E)'Od}lf‘lzvnh'threj';“;\re‘ fﬁl dgad.
for almost fifteen centuries until the Romans Spears and made him i easwvelx -
issued a decree prohibiting Rabbis (under painof ~ 11"72n 12 Xug 21 — Rabbi Chanm; SEH)
death) from ordaining their students. Rabbi Teradyon. The Talmud (Avodah Zarah 182

privilege of serving God to such a degree. Now
that the chance has come to me, shall I not grasp
it with joy?’

He repeated the first verse of Shema — Hear, O
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positioned. Until that point Rabbi Yishmael bore
the excruciating physical pain in silence, but
when they stripped him of this precious spiritual
possession he let out a terrifying scream.

The Talmud relates that once every seventy
years the Romans would reenact the following
scene: A healthy man (representing Esau) would
ride on the back of a cripple (symbolic of Jacob,
who had a temporary limp after doing battle with
the angel ~— see Genesis 32:24-32). ‘Esau’ would
be wearing the garments once worn by Adam
and later the property of Esau and would hold
aloft the preserved head of Rabbi Yishmael. All
this, to prove Esau’s continued supremacy over
Jacob, ie., Israel (Avodah Zarah 11b with Rashi).

TINE 1 — ‘O pure Menorah!” Torah scho-
lars are beacons of light that guide people along
the paths that lead to heaven. Or, in the words of
King Solomon: 11X myinymyn =, A mitzvahis a
lamp and the Torah is light (Proverbs 6:23).

RYY pyy — He ... let such a scream. For some
reason the alphabetical acrostic is discontinued
after the first twenty letters and omits the letter w
and n. Perhaps some lines of the original compo-
sition have been lost or removed by the censors.
Ry a1 -— Rabbi Akiva. Rabbi Akiva's death at
the age of one hundred and twenty took place
about sixty years after the destruction of the
Temple (circa 135 CE). After Bar Kochba’s

unsuccessful uprising against the Romans, they
enacted extremely harsh decrees proscribing the
practice of Judaism in general and prohibiting the
study and teaching of Torah in particular. Rabbi
Akiva believed that without Torah study the
Jewish people suffer a demise worse than death,
so he ignored the Roman decree and taught
Torah at massive public gatherings. The Romans
imprisoned him and finally executed him on Yom
Kippur.

Rabbi Akiva was tortured to death in this
barbaric manner:

[t was the time of the morning Shema reading
when R’ Akiva was taken out to be murdered
publicly. During his frightful ordeal he accepted
God’s sovereignty upon himself by reciting the
Shema joyously, oblivious to the pain. Turnus
Rufus, the Roman commander who ordered the
barbarous execution, was flabbergasted. “Have
you no feeling of pain that you can laugh in the
face of such intense suffering!’ he exclaimed.
Even R’ Akiva’s own students wondered, ‘Our
teacher, even to this extent?’

The dying sage explained, 'All my life I was
concerned over a phrase of the Torah. We are
taught in the Shema to accept God's sovereignty
and decrees upon ourselves, qwn) Y93, with all
your soul (Deuteronomy 6:5) — this implies that
we must serve God even if it means forfeiting our
life. I used to wonder if I would ever have the
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While he sat with a Torah Scroll andbtaught,
they surrounded him with bundles of vines.

They set them on fire, and wrapped him in the Torah Scroll

{from which he taught].

They placed tufts of [water-soaked] wool on his heart,

so that he would not die quickly.

The pious one, Rabbi Yeshevav the Scribe;* was killed

by the descendants of [Sodom and] Amorah.

They threw him down and flung him to the dogs,

50 he was not buried in a proper grave.

A heavenly voice went forth [and said] that he did not fail

to observe any detail of the Torah of Moses.

KINNOS

And after him on the day of wrath, they [killed] Rabbi Chutzpig »

{who taught Torah with such fiery zeal that a] bird

flying [above him] would be burnt

by the breath of his mouth as if on the Altar pyre.
The righteous Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua* was the last;

he was killed by stabbing.

[t was on a Friday as the day turned to the holy Sabbath,
so he began the Kiddush and recited [the opening passage].

They unsheathed a sword over him,
and did not allow him to live to finish it.

His soul departed with [the words] ‘which God created,

[thereby acknowledging Him as] the Creator
Who fashioned every creature’s form.

Again and again in this manner, the sons of iniguity

continued to torture [us] with rebuke.

With stoning, burning, beheading and strangling —

who can calculate [the enormity of the tragedy]?
What remained of it, the scattered flock, the lions consumed.?
The breast of the waving and the thigh of the raising-up®

the lion and his daughter tore to pieces.
May HASHEM show [His] benevolence [to us]
and never again make us suffer.?

Strengthen the faltering knees, O You Who are Jacob’s portion,’

and his savior in times of distress.

For the sake of righteousness He [God ] shall reign as king$
He will say [to Israel], 'The days of your mourning have come to
an end!”® Then we shall venture forth and walk in His light!

relates that when Elisha ben Avuyah, a well-
known Sage of Mishnaic times, saw Rabbi
Chutzpis’ tongue being chewed up by a swine in
the trash heap, he could not fathom that a just
God would allow such “injustice, and he turned  hundred and five.
heretic. The Talmud, however, explains Rabbi
Chutzpis’ degradation as proof that mmyn "o
R xpby 1R, reward for mitzoah observance
is not forthcoming in this world, but in the World
to Come (Kiddushin 39b).

VInw 12 YK 21 — Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua.
One of the five great disciples ordained by Rabbi
Yehudah ben Bava (see above), he was the last of
the Ten Martyrs. He was killed at the age of one

mompa piwy. ngunn ma — The breast of the
waving and the thigh of the raising-up. The flesh
of these innocent victims was regarded as the
choicest and finest of the priestly sacrificial gifts:
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1) Genesi_s 2:3. (2) Cf. Jeremiah 50:17. (3) Cf. Leviticus 7:34. (4) Cf. 26118.
(5) Cf. Isaiah 35:3. (6) Jeremiah 10:16. (7) Cf. 14:8. (8) Isaiah 32:1. (9) 60:20.

teaches that the pretext to execute Rabbi Chanina  murdered him while he was reciting the Shema
was t'hat he violated the Roman edict against as he was reading the portion dealing with the
teaching t_he Torah publicly. The Romans mitzvah of the zitzis fringes. He died on a high
wrappe.d him in the Torah Scroll that he always  level of purity for he had been fastingallthatday,
kept with him and set it afire. To prolong his  but the Romans were determined to subject his:
agony, they packed his chest with water-soaked  remains to degradation. They refused to allow
wool.. To his horrified daughter and student, him to be buried; instead, they had wild dogs drag

iabb; Cbhatnii\la 1sati::l, '"lf:lhe parchm}fnt is con-  his pure and holy body through the streets.
med, but the letters fly up in the air’ The mgyin 137 — RabbiChutzpis. In Talmudic times
gg::ig;zeﬁzﬁone; was deipzi}’ f}‘;}’ed by Rabbi 123730, literally, interpreter, would repeat and
ness and asked, remove the  explain the lecture of the rosh yeshivah. Rabbi

wool from your heart, will I have a share in the i
! .V : I Chutzpis was one day short of his 130th birthd
World to Come? Rabbi Chanina promised that and his last wish was for one more day olf life ?1}1]

he would, whereupon the Roman removed the
. ordert ite th i

H/‘et wool and put more vyood on the fire, so that momi,?;g;: hi: fj;z?fvizrrz:gf;}::;:;mng and
the ag(;lr_‘y wlou.ld end qlflddlﬁ T}.\en, the Roman The Romans devised a particu]arl}; sadistic
rew 1“‘1553 f nto the ffre and died. A heavenly  parbarism for Rabbi Chutzpis. Since he was
;’iglrf:rpal';cfégfﬁozatbl ;hax“alznd his EXeCU™  renowned for his rhetorical skill and his golden
: ; nter the Wor to Come. tongue, before they killed him they cut out his
IW{;I'!D.‘_! 23%7 23 — Rabbi -Yesh.evav the Scribe.  tongue and tossed it into the trash heap. This was
abbi .\/eshe\{av was Rabbi Akiva's colleague. It  a particularly disturbing torture, for Rabbi
was said of him that he was as great as Moses in Chutzpis never used his tongue to speak any-
every respect other than prophecy. The Romans thing other than words of Torah. The Talmud
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31.
X A fire [of elation] burns within me/}*
when I recall in my heart [what happened],

DTIYR MKYA
when [ went forth from Egypt. i

U TR
Repmhgnlaliahs &

when | went forth fro .
x Then Moses chose to sing® a song not to be for{gotter]:,  Jerusalem, : 'D’?EZ‘?UT}’D mRY3
when [ went forth from Egypt:
but Jeremiah lamented* a doleful lament,? !
when I went forth from Jerysgl,

but [ shall arouse lamentations,
so that I'll remember [what occurred],

OTYRI NXYD
oW MKYD
DTYHR MKYD
YT TIRY3

h ; DY’ MNYD
when [ went forth from Je , e A
3 The waves of the Sea piled high, and stood up like ;walZJMSalem .D'??WT‘“I"D MINY3D
when [ went forth from Egypt;

but the wanton enemy drowned me and poured over my head,s
when I went forth from Jerusalem

w1 Heavenly grain and a rock from which flowed water,
when I went forth from Egypt;

wormwood and bitterness and the bitter waters,
when [ went forth from Jerusalem

1 From dawn to dusk, encircling Mount Horeb*
when [ went forth from Egypt;

but a call to mourning by the rivers of Babylon,”
when [ went forth from Jerusalem

1 And the appearance of the glory of HASHEM

was like a fire consuming?® before me,

when I went forth from Egypt;

a3 My House [the Tabernacle] was .
established, and the cloud rested upon it,*
when [ went forth from Egypt;

but God’s fury rested like a heavy cloud upon me,

0¥ IRY3
oW MY
OmMynnR MKYA
oy NNy
DY MKYD
O NKYD
D7TYNRR MNKYI
aipli7iniaRishal

(1) Exodus 15:1. (2) Micah 2:4. (3) See Numbers 9:15,22. (4) Cf. Exodus 15:8.
(5) Cf. Fichah 3:54. (6) Cf. Psalms 78:24,20. (7) 137:1. (8) Exodus 24:17.
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but abandoned to the slaughter of the sharpened sword,
when I went forth from Jerusalem

v Sacrifices and flour offerings, and the oil of anointment,
when I went forth from Egypt;

but God's treasure was taken like sheep to the slaughter,
when [ went forth from Jerusalem

n Festivals and Sabbaths, and miracles and signs,
when I went forth from Egypt;

but fasting and mourning and the pursuit of futility,
when | went forth from Jerusalem

T ipn — But Jeremiah lamented. Thi

33:6; I Kings 19:8); and (f) 10 "1, Mount Sinai '
refers to the Book of Eichah that Jeremid

(Exodus 19:18).

«@§1apa IR WK — A fire ... burns within me.
The Midrash cites numerous examples of the
startling contrast between our triumphant Ex-
odus from Egypt and our tragic exit from
conquered Jerusalem (Eichah Zuta 19). When
Israel left Egypt their hearts were aflame with a
fire of love for God and an unquenchable desire
td receive the Torah at Sinai. But as the defeated
Jews trudged out of Jerusalem's ruins into
captivity, their hearts were shrouded in gloom
and lamentations were on their lips.

Another tragedy which occurred on Tishah
B'Av was the expulsion of the Jews from Spain
n'1492. At that time the Spanish rabbis allowed
orchestras to play before them (even on Tishah
B'Av itself), in order to strengthen the spirits of
f}}e unfortunate exiles and to thank God for
giving them the courage and strength not to

succumb to the pressure to convert. [t was also
the aim of these rabbis to teach the people that
we never weep over departing from a country in
exile. No matter how we prospered in that land,
we weep only over our forced departure from
Jerusalem (see Sefer HaTodaah).

The kinnah, of unknown authorship, follows
an aleph-beis arrangement as the initial letters of
the respective stanzas.

27 g — Mount Horeb., According to the
Midrash (Tanchuma, Bamidbar 7), Scripture
records six names for Mount Sinai (a) "7
oYKl the Mountain of Elokim (Exodus 3:1;
18:5; Psalms 68:16); (b) Ywa 7w, Mount Bashan
(Psalms 68:16); (c) 2333 3, Mount Gavnunim
(ibid.); (d) 0 1, the Desired Mountain (ibid.
v. 17); (e) 31 11, Mount Horeb (Exodus 3:1;
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Goodly tents [encamped] under four flags*

when [ went forth from Egypt, ,1:17',13!737? MNYA *,D"r?JT\':T ﬂ}j;ﬁ?_{‘? ,D'a'?ij-x 713-‘?

oW MKYD D07y nam  DiORYRY o)

but tents of the Ishmaelites
and camps of the uncircumcised,

when [ went forth from ]erusalem_ ‘D',’_I}’DD KYA ,T“QI?_“U Y-nl.n 1,1'1197_3‘[:13 ‘7;11

Jubilee and Sabbatical year," and the land was tranquil, ) -
when I went forth from Egypt~ .D":ZWT'T?)Q "JnNy: ,nTn;.l I'HW;W ,I'I'lnﬂnyr? 71379
but [ was sold for posterity; torn apart and cut to pieces, ’
when [ went forth from Jerusale
The Ark and [its] cover,? and the stones of remembrance
fon the High Priest’s shoulder],?
when I went forth from Egypt:
but stones from the catapult and weapons that devour, ’
when [ went forth from Jerusalem
Levites and sons of Aaron and the seventy elders,* -
when [ went forth from Egypt;
but tyrants and tormentors, [slave-Jraders and buyers,
when [ went forth from Jerusale

DI¥R0 TRY2 >/ 1131 13K) 211 93
oW MRY2 Y921 991, ¥opT 1aK]

m.

IR0 TIKY3 {OMRY OYAWT BN o
oWTITM MKY D Oip] 07917, 0 DN

O7I¥1In MRYD AN TIIRY YT YR
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m,

Moses provided for us, and Aaron guided us, D’lenb MKRYD 5,,‘179"[!' mim ,TT);DLJTQ ']1'1;];
when [ went forth from Egypt; i 3 - R EL) 3 19y:
but Nebuchadnezzar and Hadrian* the Emperor, g 'D7[2‘*U1-]1D DR¥3 ,'IJI.',I_. X AT ’upb P

when [ went forth from Jerusalem
We arrayed for battle, and HASHEM was [with us] there,s
when I went forth from Egypt;
but He was distant from us and indeed,
He seemed not to be present,

YD TR NP7y "179) 4N372 "D
DRI MKYD /N210 "2Y) N2pa N

oMYEN MRYD M WK DN TP
DY NRYD SO Y 13 ,0MRTR 303

when [ went forth from Jerusalemn.
The [Ark] concealed behind the Curtain,®

and the [Tables’s] Panim-bread arrangement,’? OMYnRn MKy 9,3‘]‘1}73PJ 79235 ,NIvain MK
when | went forth from Egypt; e . ?7 o R
but fury poured out upon me, and hovered over me, °D7?W11“D NRYA ANVIT NP1, Mynm npyw

when I went forth from Jerusalem.

D7MYHR NKYI AT DWW M Y
DY MKy Y DOXY AT 2T

Burnt offerings and sacrifices, and pleasing fire offerings,
when [ went forth from Egypt;

but stabbed with the sword were precious children of Zion,*
when I went forth from Jerusalem.

Glorious turbans, designated for [the priests’] honor,?
when | went forth from Egypt; ‘
but whistle calls and trumpet blasts, fearsome cries and shuddering,
when I went forth from Jerusalem
[The High Priest’s] golden Head Plate,’ monarchy and sovereignty
when [ went forth from Egypt;
but the tiara was thrown down and [Divine] help vanished,
when [ went forth from Jerusalem.

(1) See Leviticus 25:1-24. (2) See Exodus 25:10-22. (3) See 28:9-12.
(4) See Numbers 11:16-17,24-25. (5) Cf. Exodus 14:13. (6) See 26:31-33.
(7) See Leviticus 24:5-9. (8) Eichah 4:2. (9) Cf. Exodus 39:28. (10) See 28:36-38.

composed as a lament over the Destruction. on the Eastern side under the rrmwr marm 37,
5 flag of Judah's camp. With a similar arrange-

0237 iy — [Encamped] under four flags. ment on each side, the nation camped under

The Israelite camp in the Wilderness was in the  foyr flags (see Numbers ch. 2).

shape of a square with three tribes on each side.

The Torah ordained four tribes as the head of DUITIKY WY3TR) — Nebuchadnezzar and

their respective sides. Thus, for example, the Hadrian. The kinnah bewails the Destruction of
tribes of Judah, Issachar and Zebulun camped both the First Temple by Nebuchadnezzar of
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P Sanctity and prophecy,
and the glory of HASHEM was manifest,*
when [ went forth from Egypt,
but abomination and filth? and impure spirit, ’
when | went forth from Terusalep,
1 Joyous song and salvation, and the [triumphant] trumpet blasts i
when [ went forth from Egypt;l
but the infant’s wailing and the mortally wounded’s groaning,
when I went forth from Jerusalen,
w (The Tabernacle’s] Table® and Menorah,*
burnt offering and incense,

DOT¥R0 NRYA
oW1 TNKY2
D7TIYHRR MKY3
oW MNNYA
O7T¥YNN MNRYA
YT "NKY3

OMYRN MNYD
oYY W3

when I went forth from Egypt;

but idol and abomination, graven image and [pagan] stele,
when [ went forth from Jerusalen,
n Torah and Testimony, and the cherished vessels,

when [ went forth from Egypt;
gladness and joy, while anguish and sighing will flee,s
when I return to Jerusalem!
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(1) Cf. Exodus 16:10. (2) Cf. Zephaniah 3:1. (3) See Exodus 25:23-30.
(4) See 25:31-40. (5) Cf. lsaiah 51:11.

Babylon, and the Second Temple by the Ro- who crushed the Bar Kochba revolution some
mans, here represented by Hadrian, the emperor  sixty years later.
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KINNAH IN MEMORY OF THE MARTYRS OF CHURBAN EUROPE
by Rabbi Shiomo Halberstam, shlita, Bobover Rav

N3 Y37 Remember, please, and lament, O all of Israel,
" let your voices be heard on high.
For Germany has destroyed our people, during stormy days of the Wor|g w
with killings, horrible and cruel, with starvation and thirst. s
For all generations, do not forget,
until you will merit witnessing the [ultimate] consolation.

[Remember] their screams and their weeping as they were
tightly packed and locked into the train’s [cattle] cars.

Like sheep to the slaughter they were led to be
incinerated in the crematorium ovens.

May the sound of their pleading cries be eternally remembered,
by the One Who dwells in the Heavens.

When they proclaimed, 'Shema Yisrael’
they offered up their lives to the Lord of lords.

Roshei Yeshivah and their students, and the
multitudes of Your people were there.
They enslaved them with brutal tortures,
and they slaughtered them with high-handed arrogance.
The blood of tender babes cries out to You from the earth, [saying;]
‘Exact vengeance for the children and the women;
let no living soul escape alive!’
For the burning of thousands of study halls and synagogues,
and for myriad of Torah scrolls and their students,
we shall lament with raised and screaming voices.
They set God's sanctuaries aflame, they ignited them,
and our eyes witnessed this.
Let those who lit the fire suffer retribution;
-may God judge the corpse-filled nations.

Cry out loud, O heaven and earth, for the thousands of cities, citadels of Torah,

for the countries of Europe and their Jewish communities,
the heirs and trustees of our traditions,

for righteous tzaddikim, elders, pious chassidim,
all those who cleaved unto a faith so pure.

From the day we were exiled from our homeland,
there was never an annihilation as awesome as this.

Be compassionate with our remnant; look down upon us, please, from heaven,

at the [death]camps of the martyrs, ten times as many as those who left Egypt.
Rebuild our holy Temple, and provide us with double consolation,
Exalt us, and bring us back to Zion and Jerusalem.

kinnah to bemoan the tragedy of Churban Eu-  and Klal Yisrael's loss, in a special kinnah; but!
ropa, and it is recited in many congregations.  hesitated. I felt that in order to compose a kinngh
When the Rav was asked for permission to in-  one must be on the exalted level of R’ Elazar
clude his kinnah and its translation in thisedition  HaKalir, who wrote with Ruach HaKodesh,
of kinnos, he graciously conceded. Then he ex-  Divine inspiration. Moreover, he was a master of
plained why he had written it: ‘For years I had ~ Kabbalistic secrets and knew the mystical incan-
tations of the ministering angels. Still.’ many

wanted to express my grief over my personal loss
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a1 — Remember, please. The destruction  berstam, X0"5w, is a scion of Sanz, one of the
of European Jewry by the Nazis during World  most illustrious Rabbinic and Chassidic dynas-
War II was the most massive calamity to befall  ties. The Rav lost everything in the Holocaust —
our people since the Destruction of the Second  family, friends, followers, disciples and students
Temple. As explained in the prefatory notes to  in the thousands. The Rebbe arrived in America
kinnah 25, which laments the devastation of the  after the war with nothing but the clothes on his
Crusades, Torah Jews recognize that all Jewish  back and a burning determination to rebuild
misfortunes have their roots in the tragic events  what the Nazis destroyed. With the help of
of Tishah B'Av. Therefore we designate no new  Hashem the glory of the House of Bobov has
days of mourning to commemorate later events, been restored and one will find dozens of
but include them in our Tishah B'Av kinnos Bobover institutions and thousands of Bobover

Chassidim in every corner of the globe.

The Bobover Rav, Admor HaRav Shlomo Hal- In 1984, the Bobover Rav composed a special
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IN MEMORY OF THE MARTYRS OF CHURBAN ELIROPE
by Rabbi Shimon Schwab, shlita, Rav of K'hal Adas Jeshurun

3T He Who remembers those who remember Him,
Each generation and its holy ones —

since the time You have chosen us —

May He remember the gruesome fate of the last generation.

Woe! what has happened to us!

Those who were swept away by the flood of blood —
who sacrificed their lives —
All who were submerged in valleys of tears,
x May God think of them in the lands of eternal life.

. May their memory be a blessing for all eternity.
Lift up your hands to Him, woe O you Heavens!
Woe over the best of Israel’s tribes,
Communities and congregations, cities and districts,
fraternities, foundations, all rendezvous with God.

If only streams of water could pour down from eyes
towards waterfalls of the rivers of tears,

for the thousands times thousands of corpses
consumed in the fire of destructions and horrors.

For the princes of Torah, the pillars of tradition,

for the young flowers of the priesthood,

for the diligent scholars, the men teachers and women,
and the precious children in school.

The trusting daughters, the elderly grandparents, and their offspring,
and the infants whom they bore, everyone —
including the myriads beloved in life, not parted by death.

Seel out their blood when You take the count
of all the scattered, rent leaves, of every life perished
in the days of destruction and calamity — six thousand times a thousand,

An entire third to be destroyed, by the Blitzkrieg's fury,
of the cherished vineyards You dearly loved.

O Avenger of blood! The memory of their misery,
please do not erase from the book You have written.
Remember the moans and tumultuous screams,

when they were herded for slaughter —

May the rivers of their blood and the tears on their faces
not be forgotten forever.

Every tremble, every groan, every piercing cry

of those torn asunder by hoards of dogs,

remember and count them, collect them into Your flask,
Till the time the degraded ones’ shame is avenged.
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chassidim requested a vehicle to convey their per- personal kinnos, should recite the kinnos
sonal sorrow on this bitter day, but I held back, written by others,

because I felt genuinely unworthy. "When I read these words,’ the Rav concluded,

‘Then, one day, I was studying the laws of - i
I'saw a clear sign from heaven that the time had
Tishah B'Av in the book Seder HaYom [by R’ come to compose a kinnah over the last churban.

Moshe ben Yehudah Makir, Rosh Yeshivah in
For doesn’t the Seder HaYom say clearly that an
Safed, and a colleague of the Arizal and R’ Yosef person, even the smallest, should expre;,s his owZ

Karo]. He writes as follows:
Whoever can wail on this day should wail, feelings in his original kinnah?

and whoever can recite kinnos should recite ~ *28 791 — He Who remembers. Rav Shimon
kinnos — either those already recorded in the ~ Schwab, x~0bw, widely recognized as an elo-
holy books, or the kinnos he himself com- quent spokesman for Torah Jewry, joined the
posed with the intellect God has granted him.  Rabbinate of Congregation K'hal Adas Jeshurun
Itis a mitzvah for each and every individual  in the Washington Heights neighborhood of
to compose kinnos for weeping and moaning  New York in 1958, in association with the late
and torecite them on this bitter day. Onewho  revered Rav Dr. Joseph Breuer, 5y,

does this is considered most righteous and is Rav Schwab was born in Frankfurt-am-Main
worthy of being described as one of Jeru- Germany in 1908, and studied at several well-
salem'’s mourners and one of her holy men.  known Eastern European yeshivos, including
But one who is not capable of composing his ~ Telshe and Mir. In those years, Rav Schwab had

the opportunity to meet with and learn from the persecunon of the Nazis forced him to leave his

foremost Gedolim of the time, including the holy ~ pulpit in Germany. He came to the United States

Chafetz Chaim of Radin. where he assumed a position in the Baltimore
In the early 1930’s, Rav Schwab was an eyewit-  Rabbinate.

ness to the rise of Hitler Nazism in Germany and Rav Schwab relates that in 1959, as Tishah

the systematic oppression of the Jews.In 1936, the  B'Av approached, the late Rav Breuer made a re-
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In the barbarians’ camps were pain and sickness,

the anguish of mortified souls;

insults and mockery, shame and spit, searing wounds from horrible blows
Hunger, thirst, frenzy, sorrow, the faint stumbling without any strength. .
every death rattle of every forlorn one, far be it from You to forget. ’

The pillars of smoke, the fumes from furnace,
Piles and piles of bones and sinews, poison-filled halls,
the roaring sound of the multitude, choking in gas chamber.
The stench of the bodies, the tortured corpses,
fertilizers for the soil of the blasphemers.
How the tormentors turned their fat into soap,
and human skin into feminine adornments.
[Remember] the finger motions of the savage officers.
To the right — slave labor! To the left — the shadow of death.
{Remember] how the sharpshooters shot at those digging [their own] graves
lowering them to the depths in the agony of the grave. ’
And how they afflicted our sisters and mutilated our daughters,
doses of poison from sadistic doctors,
And fugitive survivors in burrows and bunlkers,
and the disappearance of children in houses of apostasy, in monasteries,
Unblemished sheep, completely consumed,
the blood of the Diaspora’s children,
Woe! O Ariel, for the corpses of your devout ones.
Who could count the sacred flock, whose flame will never be extinguished,
Your tested ones were Sanctifiers of Your name.
With the cry of ‘Shema Yisrael,’ they gave up their lives for God,
so that He might gather them in.
And until the very last day, they justified His judgment,
and called out, '] believe. .. and sang a song of trust.
> And now, a people is left, bewildered as an orphan —
without graves at which to pray, without tombstones
where to weep the laments of emotion-filled hearts.
Only blood libations are their memorials boiling, unforgettable —
and the mounds of ashes from their Akeidah,
are tributes from the Altar’s ashes.
Who can express Israel’s torment, whose mind is frenzied by misery?
The remnants of its splendor is a fraction of a bit,
how its pride is humbled today!
O Living God! Merciful One!
Comfort Your congregation that yearns for You so mightily,
Let new light shine, let rays of glory grow, And may God's spirit hover.

one thousand times that number were killed! In In deference to this request, Rav Schwab com~
just one day at Auschwitz more than 5,000 Jews posed the following kinnah which, in Khal Adas
were brutally gassed and murdered. If German  Jeshurun, is recited by the Rav on Tishah B'Av.
Jewry composed kinnos to commemorate the evil  night at the conclusion of the kinnos service be-
that befell us during the Crusades, how much  fore the passage which begins with 1»¥ DI,
more so must we compose one over the Holo-  Have mercy on Zion, Although Rav Schwab only
caust!’ composed this kinnah to be said in his kehillah,
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quest of him, ‘Please compose a special Tishah  Hitler's fury. We must not forget, nor can we al-
B'Av kinnah for our kehillah. Each and every one  low our children to forget. Eight centuries ago
of us is either a refugee or a Holocaust survivor.  German Jewry was slaughtered by the Crusaders.
We have all lost family and friends in this chur-  According to historians, how many Jews were
ban, and we German Jews bore the brunt of  killed? Perhaps 5,000.In World War Il more than
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45,
The congregation rises and recites the following kinnah responsively with the chazzan,
Ty ’I7N Wail, O Zion* and her cities,
" like a woman suffering from birth travail,
and like a maiden girded in sackcloth,
{lamenting] for the husband of her youth. . !

% ... for the palace that is abandoned because of
the sin of the sheep of her flocks,
3 and for the entrance of the blasphemers of God
into the chambers of her Sanctuary.
Wail, O Zion and her cities, like a woman suffering from birth travai
and like a maiden girded in sackcloth, [lamenting] for the husband of her youth. /
3 ... for the exile of [the Kohanim,] the servants of God
[and the Levites] who sweetly sang the song of her praise?
1 and for their blood that was spilt like the waters of her canals,
Wail, O Zion and her cities, like a woman suffering from birth travail,
and like a maiden girded in sackcloth, (lamenting] for the husband of her youth.
T ... for the lyrics of her dances, that have been stilled in her cities,
1 and for the assembly chamber that is abandoned,
with the disbandment of her Sanhedrin.

Wail, O Zion and her cities, like a woman suffering from birth travail,
and like a maiden girded in sackcloth, [lamenting] for the husband of her youth. ..

v ... for her daily [Tamid] offerings,
and for the redemption of her firstborn sons}*
1 and for the desecration of the Temple's vessels and her incense Altar.
Wail, O Zion and her cities, like a woman suffering from birth travail,
and like a maiden girded in sackcloth, [lamenting] for the husband of her youth. .
v ... for young children of her kings,
the sons of David, her royal sovereigns,
* and for their beauty which was darkened
when her crowns were taken from her.
Wail, O Zion and her cities, like a woman suffering from birth travail,

and like a maiden girded in sackcloth, {lamenting] for the husband of her youth. ..

(1) Joel 1:8. (2) Cf. Il Samuel 23:1.

TN I a9y — .. for her daily  ple is no longer possible.

{Tamid] offerings, and for the redemption of her Others explain that the redemption of the first-
firstborn sons. This statement is very puzzling.  born here alludes to the Levites who served as the
True, the daily Tamid offerings are dependent on  original objects by which the firstborn Israelites
the existence of the Temple, but the mitzvah of ~ were redeemed in the Wilderness (see Numbers
redeeming the firstborn son is not a function of  3:11-13, 44-51). Thus, the first stich of this line,
the Temple. Indeed, it is in full force today and is 77 7mn 12y, refers to the Kohanim who offered
practiced wherever Jews may livel This question  the Tamid, while the second stich speaks of the
has prodded some commentaries to suggest that  Leviim.

the text be emended from 177123 "1178 to 1™ However, the passage may also be explained in
s, her biklurim fruits, ie, the mitzvah of  its simplest and most literal reading. Regarding
bringing the first fruits to the Kohen in the Tem-  the mitzvah of redeeming the firstborn, the
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many other congregations have adopted the cus-  kinnah) provides a ray of hope: '-Wail, O Zion
tom of reciting it on Tishah B'Av, either at night  and her cities, like a woman suffering from birth
or by day, as a memorial of our most recent chur-  travail. Israel's suffering is not in vain, rather the
ban. Destruction and Exile should be viewed as a pe-
2§ iy Yo — Wail, O Zion. This final kinnah is rlod_ of embry0m‘c developmentl anngestalhgn
chanted to a traditional heart-rending melody leading to th? r.eblrth of our nation. 9 o pam}zs
that expresses the full measure of our sorrow. MOre excruciating than .b1rth trav}‘\n : ilwelt “?
Once again, in this last lament, we list all that we mother accepts it beca‘use it heralc/ls the exhilarat

lost at the time of the Destruction, both materi-  ing joy of birth. Similarly, Israel’s suffefmg has
ally and spiritually. However, the opening line of been indescribable but we mu.st accep‘t it as the
the kinnah (which is repeated either as a refrain  travail which precedes the glorious rebirth of our
after every second line, or once at the end of the  people.




393 / MORNING SERVICE

3 ... for the [Divine] glory which was exiled

at the time of the Destruction of her Temples,
9 and for the tyrant who persecuted her

and caused her to gird herself in sackcloth.

Wail, O Zion and her cities, like a woman suffering from birth

tr i
and like a maiden girded in sackcloth, {lamenting] for the husband of he “oail,

" youth, -
w ... for the pounding and the numerous blows!

with which her aristocrats were beaten,
1 and for the smashing on the rock of her infants? and her Youths.
Wail, O Zion and her cities, like a woman suffering from birth trapgy
and like a maiden girded in sackcloth, lamenting] for the husband of hey youth, ..
O ... for the joy of her enemies when they made sport of her cal
v and for the tormenting of her free-spirited men,
her noble-minded and pure-hearted people.

Wail, O Zion and her cities, like a woman suffering from birth trava
and like a maiden girded in sackcloth, lamenting] for the husband of her youth.

amities,

L

5 ... for the sin which corrupted her,
and diverted her footsteps from the straight path,
¥ and for the legions of her congregations
whose (faces] now are wrinkled and blackened
[by the flames of the Temple's destruction],
Wail, O Zion and her cities, like a woman suffering from birth travail,
and like a maiden girded in sackcloth, flamenting] for the husband of he
P ... for the cries of those who vilified her
when the number of her corpses increased,
2 and for the clamor of those who cursed her,
inside the Courtyards of her Tabernacle.
Wail, O Zion and her cities, like a woman suffering from birth travail,
and like a maiden girded in sackcloth, flamenting] for the husband of her youth. ..
W ... for Your Name which was profaned by the mouth
of those who arose to torment her,
n and to the pleaful prayer which they cry out to You,
listen carefully and heed her words.

Wail, O Zion and her cities,

like a woman suffering from birth travail,
and like a maiden girded in sackcloth,
(lamenting] for the husband of her youth. . .

r youth. ..

(1) Cf. Isaiah 30:26. (2) Cf. Psalms 137:9.

Thus, the purpose of the firstborn’s redemp-  nah, we lament the fact that today, in the absence
tion is to prepare him for an encounter with God  of the Temple, the firstborn sons cannot achieve
in the Temple so that he will ‘belong’ to the Tem-  this encounter, the ultimate purpose of their re-
ple and be one of her firstborn sons. In this kin- demption.
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Torah states: 1D T XY 7190 P33 M3 Y the mitzvah of agpear}ng befo}ﬁe hG?ctlhmFth:
np™, Every firstborn of your sons you shall  Temple on _the feshvals.'To teac dt }i he 1rsAH
redeem, and none shall appear before Me empty  born who is Fedeemed is assured that he wxf
(Exodus 34:20). Rabbeinu Bachya (ibid) merit the privilege of seeing the cconjltructmn (C)e
comments: Why did the Torah juxtapose the the Temple and he will witness God’s presen
mitzvah of redeeming the firstborn son with  therein.
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