7_1\7_§‘|—I_|

SuLurLan Orthodox

ongrega‘t on Toras Clla m

TISHABAV

WITH RABBI SHMUEL SILBER

Tuesday August 1st, 2017/

Shacharis at 9:00AM | Kinos to follow at 9:45AM

m9912 X 19X 5y For These | will Cry

QI:I—L_-CTION & INSPIRATION

......
-~

{ At :
PR ot At .
," \\; “‘ '-":‘. 4 "‘A"' A D
s 2 AR eI R
o et YU R R~

Join Rabbi Silber and the Kehilla for a morning of kinos
insights, reflection, inspiration and stirring shira.
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By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat, we also wept when we remembered Zion.
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Rav 2vi Elimelech Shapira of Dinov was born in 1785 / 5545. He was a close disciple of R. Ya'acob Yitzchac
Horowitz, the Chozeh (Seer) of Lublin, and other great Chassidic leaders. His mentor revealed to him that he
stemmed from the tribe of Yisachar, and hence entitled his famous work Bnei Yisachar. He served as rabbi of a

number of Polish Jewish communities, the last ones being Munkatch and Dinov. He became a Chassidic leader in
1815 / 5575. Many of his writings were lost.
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* Rav Kalonymus Kalman Shapira 1889-1943
* Born in Grodisk, Poland - his father Imrei Elimelech
* Age of 3 orphaned by his father

* 1905 marries Rochel Chaya Miriam - 2 children, Elimelech Bentzion, Reichel Yehudis

* 1909 appointed Rebbe of Piaseczno

K. SIRAPIRD

R — " i o En,’g,,'-t grme el oo phes
Kabin 0 Frasecznie '. -—gE o L =l
\‘JH‘“‘" | = .,i -.EJ._. .in..L .J. _.,—{
AL 1 ? HJI”IZ ﬂ' r"'l Yul F_J.l

Warizawa, Czisina 5

¢ 1939 German invade Poland and the Rebbe is sent with his Chassidim to Warsaw Ghetto
(about 20km from Piaseczno).

¢ Elimelech Bentzion is killed in ariel invasion
e July 1942 - Reichel is taken to Treblinka where she is killed

e After Warsaw Ghetto uprising (1943), the Rebbe was sent to Trawniki work camp near Lublin.
November 3, 1943 the Rebbe was shot together with the remaining Jews in Trawniki.
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15. January 3, 1943
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The Children of Izieu
In 1944 the Nazis from Lyon sent two vans to the French village of Izieu. Their Mission: to
exterminate the children of an orphanage known as La Maison d'lzieu.
The sleepy village of Izieu lay overlooking the Rhone river between Lyon and Chambery in
central France. Refugees from Herault were the first arrivals at the Children's home and their
Jewish identity was kept secret by the staff. The children, aged between four and seventeen,
felt safe and secure, supervised by seven adults. Often one of the young boys entertained his
companions by making movies, paintings on transparent paper and scrolled past a lighted box.
However, on the morning of April 6, 1944, as they all settled down in the refectory to drink hot
chocolate, three vehicles, two of which were lorries, pulled up in front of the home. The
Gestapo, led by the 'Butcher of Lyon' Klaus Barbie, entered the home and forcibly removed the
forty four children and their seven supervisors, throwing the crying and terrified children on to
the trucks like sacks of potatoes.
Of the forty-four children kidnapped by the Nazis in Izieu, not a single one survived. Of the
supervisors there was one sole survivor, twenty-seven year old Lea Feldblum. When the
children from lzieu arrived in Auschwitz on April 15, 1944, Léa led the column of children to the
selection point. When she informed the SS that these children were from a home, she was
ruthlessly separated from them and sent to the prisoners' camp.

20. Liliane Gerenstein (Letter to God)

God, How good You are, how kind and if one had to count the number of
goodnesses and kindnesses You have done, one would never finish. God, It is You
who command. It is You who are justice, it is You who reward the good and punish
the evil. God? It is thanks to You that I had a beautiful life before, that I was
spoiled, that I had lovely things that others do not have. God, after that, I ask You
one thing only: Make my parents come back, my poor parents protect them (even
more than You protect me) so that I can see them again as soon as possible. Make
them come back again. Ah! I had such a good mother and such a good father! I
have such faith in You and I thank You in advance.
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21. The Righteous Sir Martin Gilbert (Rivka’s Account)

".. I had my daughter in my arms and ran after the truck. There were mothers who had 2 or 3
children and held them in their arms - running after the truck. We ran all the way. There were
those who fell - we were not allowed to help them rise. They were shot right there, wherever
they fel. When we reached the destination, the people from the truck were already down and
undressed - all lined up. All of my family was there. This was some 3 km from our village. There
was a kind of hillock. At the foot of this little hill, there was a dugout. We were ordered to stand
at the top of the hillock and the 4 devils shot us - each one separately. They were SS men - the 4
of them.When | came to the place, we saw people naked lined up. But we were still hoping that
this was only torture. Maybe there is hope - hope of living. One could not leave the line, but |
wished to see. Is there anyone down below? | turned my head and saw that some 3 or 4 rows
were already killed - on the ground. There were some 12 people amongst the dead.

| also want to mention that my child said while we were lined up in the ghetto, she said,
"Mother, why did you make me wear my Shabbos dress? We are being taken to be shot!" And
when we stood near the dugout, near the grave, she said, "Mother, why are we waiting? Let's
run!" Some of the young people tried to run, but they were caught immediately, and they were
shot right there. It was difficult to hold on to the children. We took all children not ours, and we
carried - we were anxious to get it all over - the suffering of the children was difficult. We all
trudged along to come nearer to the place and to come nearer to the end of the torture of the
children. The children were taking leave of their parents, and parents of their elder people. We
were already undressed, the clothes were removed and taken away.

Our father did not want to undress ... We were driven up to the grave. When it came our turn,
our father was beaten. We prayed, we begged with my father to undress, but he would not
undress, he wanted to keep his underclothes. He did not want to stand naked. Then they tore
the clothing off the old man and he was shot. | saw it with my own eyes. Then they took my
mother and shot her, too. And then there was my grandmother, my father's mother, standing
there, she was eighty years old and she had two children in her arms; and then there was my
father's sister. She also had children in her arms and she was shot on the spot with the babies in
her arms.

Finally my turn came. There was my younger sister - and she wanted to leave. She pleaded with
the Germans. She went up to the Germans with one of her friends, they were embracing each
other. He looked into her eyes and shot the two of them. They fell together in their embrace,
the two young girls - my sister and her young friend. Then my second sister was shot and then
my turn did come. We turned towards the grave and then he turned around and asked, "Whom
shall | shoot first?" We were already facing the grave. The Germans asked, "Who do you want
me to shot first?" | did not answer. | felt him take the child from my arms. The child cried out
and was shot immediately. And then he aimed at me. First, he held onto my hair and turned my
head around. | remained standing. | heard a shot, but | continued to stand and then he turned
my head again and he aimed the revolver at me and ordered me to watch and then turned my
head around and shot at me. Then | fell to the ground into the pit amongst the bodies - but | felt

17



18

nothing. The moment | did feel, | felt a sort of heaviness and then | thought "maybe I'm not
alive anymore - but | feel something after I've died".

I thought | was dead, that this was the feeling that comes after death. Then | felt that | was
choking; people falling over me. | tried to move, and felt that | was alive and that | could rise. |
was strangling. | heard the shots and | was praying for another bullet to put an end to my
suffering, but | continued to move about. | felt that | was choking, strangling, but | tried to save
myself - to find some air to breathe, and then | felt that | was climbing towards the top of the
grave above the bodies. | rose and | felt bodies pulling at me with their hands, biting at my legs,
pulling me down, down. And yet, with my last strength, | came up on top of the grave, and
when | did, | did not know the place, so many dead bodies were lying all over, dead people; |
wanted to see the end of this stretch of dead bodies, but | could not. It was impossible.

They were lying, all dying, suffering; not all of them dead, but in their last sufferings, naked;
shot, but not dead. Children crying "Mother" and "Father"; | could not stand on my feet ... the
Germans were gone. There was nobody there. | was naked, covered with blood, dirty from the
other bodies - with the excrement from other bodies which was poured on me .. | was wounded
in the head .. | have a scar to this day from the shot by the Germans .. and yet somehow, | did
come out of the grave.This was something | thought | would never live to recount.

| was searching among the dead for my little girl and | cried for her - Malkeleh was her name -
"Malkeleh!" "There were children crying "Mother!", "Father!" - but they were smeared with
blood and one could not recognize the children. | cried for my daughter.

... There was another woman crying, "Pull me out from amongst the corpses! | am alive!
Help!"We were thinking how we could escape from this place. The cries of the woman, "Help!
Pull me out of the corpses!" We pulled her out. Her name was Mikla Rosenberg. She asked us to
take her out, to free her, but we didn't have the strength - and thus we were there all night,
fighting for our lives, listening to the cries and screams - then all of a sudden, we saw Germans,
mounted Germans - we did not notice them coming in because of the screams and the shouting
from the bodies around us.

The Germans ordered that all the corpses be heaped together into one big heap and with
shovels they were heaped together, all of the corpses, amongst them many still alive - children
running about the place. | saw them. | saw the children. They were running after me, hanging
onto me. Then | sat down in the field and remained sitting with the children around me - the
children who got up from the heap of corpses. Then Germans came and were going around the
place. We were ordered to collect all the children, but they did not approach me and | sat there
watching how they collected the children. They gave a few shots and the children were dead -
they did not need many shots - the children were almost dead.

They all left - the Germans and the non-Jews from around the place. They removed the machine
guns and they took the trucks. | saw that they all left, and the four of us - we went onto the
grave - praying to fall into the grave -even alive, envying those who were dead already and



thinking "What to do now?" | was praying for death to come, | was praying for the grave to
open up and to swallow me alive. Blood was spurting from the grave in many places - like a well
of water.When | pass a spring now - | remember the blood which spurted from the ground -
from the grave. | was digging with my fingernails, trying to join the dead in that grave. | dug
with my fingernails, but the grave would not open - | did not have enough strength.I cried out to
my mother, to my father "Why did they not kill me? What was my sin? | have no one to go to!".
| saw them all being killed. Why was | spared? Why was | not killed? | remained there, stretched
out on the grave, 3 days and 3 nights.

22. Eyewitness Auschwitz (Filip Mueller)

In a corner next to the gate | noticed a young woman and her child. Her lips tightly pressed
together looked like a scar. She gazed at her small daughter then, stroking her, she slowly
undressed her. Older children, as alarmed as their parents, began slowly to take off their
clothes. Meanwhile the representatives of the SS hierarchy stood on the earthworks which had
been thrown up on the roof of the crematorium. From there they had a bird's eye view of what
was going on. At first they did not intervene, leaving everything to their minions. But the alarm
and disquiet of the people grew apace as did their fear of the danger they could sense: they
were taking off their clothes with great deliberation in order to gain time.

The brutal conduct of the SS surpassed their worst fears. They felt instinctively that they were in
great danger and began to talk among themselves. In the yard there was a humming asin a
beehive. Once it dawned on the SS men that their brilliant plan of deception was in jeopardy
they flung themselves wildly into the crowd, wielding their truncheons indiscriminately and
yelling: ‘Come on, come on! Get undressed! Faster, faster!’

The effect was startling. The brutal action of the SS men had completely unnerved the people.
They were confused, frightened, unable to communicate with each other and incapable of
thinking. As the SS men persisted in their rampaging, the crowd was seized by panic. Even their
passive resistance was now broken and they did what was being beaten into them again and
again: '‘Come on! Get undressed! Come on! Faster! Get a move on! Men, women and children
were now tearing their clothes off, helping each other to dodge the blows, and in no time at all
they were all standing there naked, each with a small heap of clothes piled in front of them.
Once again | watched the young mother in the corner by the gate. Carrying her child on her arm
she, too, was now undressed. She was not ashamed of her nakedness, but the premonition that
perhaps she had undressed her child and herself for the last time put her into a state of helpless
submission to God's will.
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23. Shema Yisrael: Testimonies of Courage, Devotion and Self-Sacrifice

Introduction by the Kaliver Rebbe, sniita

[ tis impossible for anyone to put into words
the full extent of the Holocaust. Not even a
portion of it can be fully described. Nor do
we understand the meaning of the Holo-
caust; neither great scholar nor simple Jew
can really comprehend it. Clearly it was a di-
vine decree — one we pray will never be
repeated.

Before I relate some of the events of that
awful period, I must first tell the reader that
all I say will be only a drop from the ocean.
Still, I hope that this drop will open the
reader’s heart.

The very first thing I wish to do is to de-
clare, “Shema Yisrael!” As the Midrash says,
“‘Hear, Yisrael' — listen, Yaakov Avinu!
‘Hashem, our God’— He is the One and only
God." " Our hearts will never accept any
other god than the Creator of the universe.

I do not think that even the angels in
Heaven believed that after all the calumnies
against am Yisrael during the Holocaust,
and after all the bloodshed and the agoniz-
ing deaths of millions — that after all this the
Jewish people would still stand forth as the
torchbearers of faith in God, declaring, “De-
spite it all, we have not forgotten Your
Name!” With perfect faith we still shout
from the depths of our hearts, “Shema
Yisrael!”

I will never forget the sight that met my

eyes when we came to Auschwitz, three
days before Shavuos. | saw revealed before
me the eternal core of am Yisrael, unquench-
able even though all of the forces in the uni-
verse sirive against it.

We were surrounded, each group of a
thousand, by electrified barbed-wire fences.
One touch would kill a man on the spot. We
went out in the morning and saw men strug-
gling to reach some object. 1 did not know
what was happening, so | asked and was told
that beyond the electric fence someone had
spotted a page of a machzor with the
Akdamus printed on it, and the men were
trying to reach through the fence and get
hold of it.

I lifted my eyes to Heaven and said,
“Master of the universe, who is like Your
people, Yisrael? They are a unique nation on
earth!” I wonder if such a sight had ever
been seen before: Jews in such a terrible sit-
uation, with death staring them in the face,
yet at that very moment their faith moved
them to risk their lives to get a single page of
praise to Hashem.

It seems to me that such incidents (and
thousands of such events occurred during
the Holocaust) should be capable of de-
stroying the power of the Heavenly adver-
sary and of awakening mercy in Heaven for
all of Yisrael.

At one point I was transferred to the



24. Shema Yisrael: Testimonies of Courage, Devotion and Self-Sacrifice

i 1

W
b moonless night, and there was
no defined road leading to the othe

no choice, I drove the
wagon. After I had gone only a short way,
the wagon overturned on the bumpy ter-
rain. I sat on the ground and took stock of
my situation. I was far from my family, far
from my home, far from my friends — every-
thing was far away. But a moment later 1

Since there was

pulled myself together and reminded my-
self, The Master of the universe is still with me,
right next to me. There is no place that is with-
out Him.

1 remembered a yom tov melody we
used to sing in our house, and the tears be-
gan to flow. I sang and I wept. I can honestly
say that [ wish people would cry like that on
Yom Kippur. To this day I do not know how
it happened; beyond any shadow of a doubt,
itwas the all-powerful Hand of Hashem that
did it. The wagon was back up on its wheels,
the garbage was loaded back on top of it,
and the wagon was moving toward its desti-
nation as if it was driving itself. I arrived at
daybreak — it was daybreak for both my
body and soul — and the villains could not
believe their eyes.

Only faith and stubborn clinging to
Hashem, only taking the example of the
tzaddikim who walked in His way no matter
what happened — that is what saved us in
those days. | remember that when we ar-
rived at the Warsaw Ghetto we were terri-
fied. The first sight we saw there was a row
of Jews hanging from a gallows. This view
was arranged ahead of time in order to

break our spirit.
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25. Shema Yisrael: Testimonies of Courage, Devotion and Self-Sacrifice

Lodz Ghetto, Shavuos

On Shavuos the men made a secret
in the storeroom. For security’s

sake they piled crates of merchandise up
against the windows, which blocked the

windows almost entirely. In that way no
noise could be heard outside. In addition,
the men went behind the clothing rack to
pray, and the rack was so stuffed with cloth-
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ing that it formed a soundproof wall.
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end the extra people were allowed to stay.
Gittele stood watch outside, and the men
crammed into the far corner of the store-
room. Their white forms, wrapped in
talleisim, brightened the gloomy room,
which was lit only by a single candle.

They looked like figures out of a dream,
shaken free from this world of ours. Their
faces were pale, their burning eyes turned
upward to the only address left to them. The
murmur of their whispered prayers
blended with the rhythm of their motions.

Ehrlich led the prayers. About a month
ago his litde daughter had died, and now
two of his older children were lying in bed
and slowly dying of tuberculosis. Ehrlich
knew only too well what the inevitable fu-
ture would be. “Lo hameisim yehallelu Kah...
— Not the dead will praise God, nor all those
who go down into silence,” he read, his
voice shaking. “Min hameitzar karasi Kah —
Out of affliction 1 called God.” The white-
wrapped figures accompanied his broken
voice. “Ana Hashem hoshia na — Please, God,
please save us!”

Starkman looked around him. It seemed
to him that all those hands holding prayer
books were actually stretched toward Heaven.
The whispers turned into flames; the hands,
many hands, clutched at the Throne of
Glory. Surely God had no alternative byt to
grant their prayer?

Sarah Selor-Auerbach,
Lu Yehi Boker nn 127_2a
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A UNIQUE PEOPLE

Bergen-Belsen, Pesach 5704

It was Shabbos afternoon, and hun-
dreds of Jews were returning from work, ex-
hausted and starving. At the entrance to the

)

amp the German guards were waiting 10
count them. My father was late — he even
missed leading the afternoon prayers for us.
When his absence was noticed by the
guards, we were called out for punishment
and made to stand at attention for several
hours by the gateway.

We stood there, worn out and broken,
while an SS guard on the watchtower made
sure we stood at attention, without moving
a muscle, until the end of his shift. As he
climbed down from the tower, everyone
shuddered to think what might be coming
now. But he just walked past us and went
into the camp offices. Relief washed over us
all. We could stand at ease now and even ex-
change a few words.

Suddenly my father surprised us all by
calling out in a sweet tune, “Ashrei yoshvei
veisecha...” — the beginning of the afternoon
prayers. Section by section he went on, and

we answered after him: “Yisgadal
v'yiskadash...a redeemer will come to
Zion.... Who is like Your people, Israel, a
unique people on earth?” Mr. Levi van
Levann, who had run the burial society of
The Hague, said to me later that he had
never heard such prayers in his life.

Y. Emanuel, Yesupar L'Dor, pp. 123-24
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FIFTY LasHYs

Courageously the boy kept his mouth

shut. The murderous blows of the whip did
not defeat him. He kept silent and bore his
punishment proudly. We were counting the
blows. Fifty. Yes, fifty lashes. But it was the
stubendiltest who was defeated in the end.
When the iashes were ali given, the boy stiii
kept his pride and did not let a sound out of
his mouth. The infuriated Nazi walked
away, routed, shamed.

Later, as I lay on my bunk in the boys’
block of Auschwitz, 1 saw the stubendiltest com-
ing with a length of rubber hose in his hand,
preparing to beat someone. 1 jumped up to
see who it was going to be. The stubendltest
ordered one of the boys to get down from
his bunk. He came down and bent over, and
the Nazis began to beat him.

We counted the blows. The boy neither
wept nor groaned. Twenty-five blows,
forty... The Nazi flipped the boy over and
beat him on his head, on his legs. A boy of
fourteen, no more. And he made not a
sound.

When he had finished his course of
fifty lashes, the Nazi stormed out of our
block. We picked the boy up and saw a huge
red mark stretching across his forehead, the
mark left by the rubber whip. When we
asked him what he was beaten for, he an-
swered, “It was worth it. I brought my
friends some siddurim to pray from.” This
courageous lad said no more. Without a
sound he got up and climbed back into his
bunk.

Chana Eibeschitz-Eilenberg,
Halshah BaSho'ah 7:99
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RIFLE BUTTS AND PRAYER

Rosh HaShanah 5704

aa TEREIRVERR o0 WS

Chaimke, the youngest among us,
stopped his prayers in the middle. The thug
had slammed his rifle butt on Chaimke's
head, and his sweet voice was cut off by an
unfathomable rage of evil.

it was Rosh HaShanah in the fall of
1943, in Auschwitz. In the SS cellars, doz-
ens of us Jews were standing before our Cre-
ator in prayer — we were truly “crying out
from the depths.” The holy words streamed
like driving rain, pounded like white-hot
hammers, struck through our minds.

“All Your creatures will fear You.”

“They will all become one union to do
Your will,”

“We are pouring our hearts out, and I
am trembling.”

As we worked that day, the thug
Unterscharfiithrer Dietrich scanned the face
of every Jew in his group. No use. Though
he knew how to tell Jewish expressions
during the Days of Awe, and he knew that to-
day was Rosh HaShanah, we had all learned
how to hide our feelings. We put on cold, ap-
athetic expressions and made not a sound.

Dietrich was born and raised in a
mostly Jewish neighborhood, in
Siebenbergen. He knew something was up.
He walked about all day, sniffing in every
corner like a wild animal hunting its prey.
We did not let him notice anything.

Only young Chaimke had never
learned the art of facial camouflage. While
we pressed the sheets for the murderers’
beds, he began quietly humming a melody
from the prayers. He drifted off into another
world and let a sheer get burned, along with
half of his hand, without feeling a thing.

The thug leaped out of the corner
where he had been lurking, fury filling his
face. He brought his rifle butt down on
Chaimke’s head. And so Chaimke’s prayer
was interrupted in the middle, and nothing
was left but a dying sigh that went wafting
off to seek the redemption.

Yehudah Rasmiwesz (Nachshoni), She'arim

25
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TELL THE WHOLE WORLD

Summer 5704
Meeting the tzaddik Reb Shalom Eliezer

1944 was one of the most awe-inspiring ex-
periences I had at Auschwitz. I was one of the
Sonderkommando, and 1 will never forget that
meeting until my dying day.

[ was working that day as usual in the
entry hall of the crematorium, helping the
victims undress, when an old man stopped
next to me, stared at me, and asked, “My
son, where are you from?”

“From the Krakow district,” I told him.

“Krakow?” the old man repeated slowly.
“My brother, Reb Yeshayale Czechower, lives
there.”

I shuddered. 1 realized that this old
man standing before me was the tzaddik
Reb Shalom Eliezer of Raczfert, the son of
Reb Chaim Sanzer. All the same, | had no
time for conversation in these terrible mo-
ments. Soon the airtight doors would be
sealed and then...

“Rebbe,” I said hurriedly, “say the vidui
fast. These are your final moments, Quickly!
Please, put on some clothes and pray for us.
For God'’s sake, do it quickly!”

1 helped him Put on his tzitzis, and he
said the confession, concentrating on every
word while he sobbed. Afterward he took

both of my hands in his
great emotion, words |
“You, my son, will be granted the privilege
to survive. You will be left alive. But I have
one request to make of you. Please remem-
ber and- tell the whole world what these evil
men did to us. Tell them!”

I got out fast, literally at the last mo-
ment before the heavy steel doors clanged
shut.... From within awful cries began to
burst forth as Jews choked to death. To this
very day I hear the Rebbe’s cry: “My son, tell

the world. Tell them!”

Testimony of Rabbi Yehoshua Rosenblum,

i | A Do, LY o U R e
Halfai mn Br‘.’E-’ﬂH?’uﬂh B Ch:..).}c.d r wRu(,uﬂfn[m’

by Moshe Porat, pp. 62-63
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*FINDING THE CHILDREN

Poland, end of the war

The rabbis told the abbot, “We will
come at the children’s bedtime.” The abbot
did not bother to hide his contempt. His
thoughts could be read clearly: “Do these
rabbis think that two or three minutes, be-
fore the children fall asleep, will suffice to
tell which ones are Jewish?”

According to the information the
rabbis had gathered, there had to be dozens
of Jewish boys and girls in this monastery.
When their parents were deported to the
death camps, these children had been
handed over to the church for safekeeping,
The abbot knew perfectly well which chil.
dren were Jews and which ones were gen-
tiles. Now, however, he refused to give back
a single child unless the rabbis could pres-
ent sure proof that the child was Jewish. He

was certain no such proof was left among
the ashes.

The rabbis knew different. At the hour
agreed upon they strode into the children’s
dormitory, with Rabbi Silver from America
and Rabbi Gorfinkel from England in the
lead. The abbot was waiting for them with a
small, mocking smile. He was confident no
children would be leaving today. No docu-
ments had survived the flames. Everyone
knew that....

Young eyes peered silently from every
side, watching as a bearded figure climbed
up and stood on a small chair in the middle

of the room. Then, in the silence, his voice
rang out, uttering just six words: “Shema
Yisrael Hashem Elokeinu Hashem echad!”

Suddenly sobs came from every direc-
tion. Thin voices cried out: “Mama, Mama!”
Tiny forms jumped from the beds: “Mama,
Mama, where are you?” Never had they for-
gotten the good-night kiss on the forehead
and the whispered words, the last thing
they heard every night: “Shema Yisrael....”

The abbot hung his head in shame,
knowing he was defeated. These children
were homeward bound at last.

Meraveh LaTzamei weekly, no. 1087
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