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Reclaiming the Self: Tehillim Chapter 72 (Part I)
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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1. Concerning Solomon. O God, give Your judgments to a king and Your righteousness to a king's
son. 2. May he judge Your people justly, and Your poor people with justice. 3. May the mountains bear
peace for the people, and the hills-through righteousness. 4. May he judge the poor of the people; may
he save the children of the needy and crush the oppressor. 5. May they fear You in the presence of the
sun and before the moon for generations upon generations. 6. May it descend as rain upon cut
vegetation, as raindrops that drip upon the earth. 7. May the righteous flourish in his days, and much
peace until there is no moon. 8. And may he reign from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the
land. 9. May nobles kneel before him, and may his enemies lick the dust. 10. May the kings of Tarshish
and the isles return tribute; may the kings of Sheba and Seba approach with a gift. 11. And all kings will
prostrate themselves to him; may all nations serve him. 12. For he will save a needy one who cries out,
and a poor one who has no helper. 13. He will have pity on the poor and needy, and he will save the souls
of the needy. 14. From blows and from robbery he will redeem their soul, and their blood will be dear in
his eyes. 15. And may he live, and He will give him of the gold of Sheba, and may He pray for him
constantly; all the days may He bless him. 16. May there be an abundance of grain in the land, on the
mountain peaks; may its fruit rustle like Lebanon, and they will blossom forth from the city like the grass
of the earth. 17. May his name be forever; before the sun, his name will be magnified, and [people] will
bless themselves with him; all nations will praise him. 18. Blessed is the Lord God, the God of Israel, Who
performs wonders alone. 19. And blessed is His glorious name forever, and His glory will fill the entire
earth. Amen and amen. 20. The prayers of David the son of Jesse are completed.
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And now, O Lord my God, You have made Your servant king instead of David my father; and | (am but) a
little child; I do not know (how) to go out or come in. And your servant (is) in the midst of Your people
which you have chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. Give
(therefore) Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that | may discern between good

and bad; for who is able to judge this Your great people?"And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon
had asked this thing.
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And Solomon became allied by marriage to Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh's daughter, and
brought her into the city of David, until he had completed building his own house, and the house of the

Lord, and the wall of Jerusalem round about. Only the people sacrificed in the high places, because there
was no house built unto the name of the Lord, until those days.

MW WND 27Ty PRPINY AR .10

VOWM BY P71 T2°2 29I N7 T1THAN NIANIW 7Y TIT 1 TN Ton Pudwn WA ..
191917 W 779nn 3nbw 31370 Ton 135 InpTR PaR ,pIr vowna Tw 17 Tvew Yoeni 17y
. 1777 PWH 0°3% NIV 9130 707

www.rabbisilber.com

www.suburbanorthodox.org
2





