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Pesach: Simple and Strong
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6. The Royal Table (Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm, 42)

on R. Yitzhak Arama, the author of ‘Akedat Yitzhak, offers a new definition

of the tam and presents the Haggadah's third son i
Jerusalem Talmud clearly
ally, calling him a tipesh or fool, ‘Akedat Yitz
_intellectually but religiously and ethically. Th

n a new light. For while the
declares the Tam to be one who is faulted intellectu-
hak maintains that he is not typed
e tam is the opposite, not of the
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hakham, but of the rasha’ That tam
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imentary word is seen from the
fact that Father Jacob was called tam — Ya'akov ish tam (Genesis 25:27) — and

that the Talmud’s term for an animal that is benevolent rather than dangerous
i hawm

nd murderous is shor tam. The tam, then, is not the Simple Son or Foolish
T bu! thg ‘g:}\g!eq me Son. the sious an N

1 ) on, the pious and good and obedient one, The tam
is simple — and what noble a virtue is simplicity!

The tam may very well be as wise as or wiser than the hakham, but he has
no desire to display his learning before others by asking impressive questions,
He is a person without pretenses who does not wear his lamdut or scholarship
on his sleeve. And herein, indeed, lies his superiority over the hakham! The
ultimate test of both humanity and Jewishness, and the essential guarantee
of their survival, lies not in ideal thinking, but in real living. The author of
Or ha-Hayyim, who lived during the expulsion from Spain, writes that when

Jews were put to the test of choosing between kissing the cross or enduring
exile and even death, the sophisticated philosophizers embraced Christianity
under pressure, while the masses of men and women and children, usually
unsophisticated and unlearned, but who loved God and lived Judaism simply,
dared to risk death and exile. He thus confirms the importance of a total view
of Jewish living. The tam values the wholeness of personality, the integration of
all experience into a simple love of and submission to God. He is unimpressed
by intellectual acrobatics, and prefers heart over mind, faith over philosophy,
dedication over dialectics, love over learning,

Science reigns supreme in our society. Knowledge is universally acknowl-
edged as the key to a better job and more convenient society, as power in the
world of international relations. Yet when the mind and its achievements are
so stressed that all else is excluded, that a person is considered a machine
whose loves and hates and fears and passions and aspirations are trivial —
then we have outsmarted ourselves. Then humanity is in eclipse; and the
individual becomes a freak child who has an abnormally large head and under-
sized body and heart. Let us not forget that it was Solomon, the wisest of
all men, the hakham mi-kol ish, who taught: “al tithakam yoter, do not be
overwise!”

The tam, in his way of temimut, is not one whit less intellectually competent
than the sophisticated hakham. Let us emphasize this again and again. The

tam, as the full Jew, is fully cognizant of the value of wisdom and possesses
learning in abundance. But he insists upon integrating learning into the total-
ity of a responsive, religious, reverent personality. The tam declares: “be not
overwise.” Religion, especially Judaism, cannot be grasped only by reading and
debating, although that is necessary for any intelligent person; it must, in the
* final analysis, be tasted and tried. Instead of being a hakham and seeking proof
of God’s existence, we should be a fam — and offer proof, in ourselves and our
daily conduct, of the existence of a mentsh, a human being, a Jew with a heart

and a soul.
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Shiur Sponsor: Davida Barr l'ilui nishmas her father, Avraham Yehoshua ben Aharon Moshe 7'I.
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