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1. And the Lord said to Abram, "Go forth from your land and from your birthplace and from your father's house, to

the land that | will show you. 2. And | will make you into a great nation, and | will bless you, and | will aggrandize
your name, and [you shall] be a blessing.
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6. Covenant & Conversation: Chief Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks (pages 70-71)

Marx said that man is a product of social forces, themse]""e‘;
shaped by the interests of the ruling class, the owners of property ©
which the most significant is land. Therefore God said to Abraham,
Leave your land.

Spinoza said that man is made by innate instincts and biological
drives given by birth, positing a genetic determinism. Therefore God
said to Abraham, Leave the circumstances of your birth.

Freud said that we are the way we are because of the traumas of
childhood, the influence of our early years, our relationships and rivalries
with our parents, especially our father. Therefore God said to Abraham,
Leave your fathers house.

Freedom is not a given of the human situation. Like the other
distinctive achievements of the spirit — art, literature, music, poetry —
it needs training, discipline, apprenticeship, the most demanding rou-
tines and the most painstaking attention to detail. No one composed
a great novel or symphony without years of preparation. That is why
most theories of human behaviour are simply false. They claim that we
are either free or not; either we have choice or our behaviour is caus-
ally determined. Freedom is not an either/or. It is a process. It begins
with dependence and only slowly, gradually, does it become liberty, the
ability to stand back from the pressures and influences upon us and act
in response to educated conscience, judgment, wisdom, moral literacy.
It is, in short, a journey: Abraham’s journey.

That is the deep meaning of the words Lekh Lekha. Normally
they are translated as, “Go, leave, travel” What they really mean is:
journey (lekh) to yourself (lekha). Leave behind all external influences
that turn you into a victim of circumstances beyond your control, and
travel inward to the self. It is there — only there — that freedom is born,
Practised and sustained.

www.rabbisilber.com

www.suburbanorthodox.org
2



702

Karl Heinrich Marx (5 May 1818 — 14 March 1883) was a German philosopher, sociologist, economic
historian, journalist, and revolutionary socialist who developed the socio-political theory of Marxism. His
ideas have since played a significant role in the development of social science and the socialist political
movement.

Baruch de Spinoza (Portuguese: Benedito or Bento de Espinosa, Latin: Benedictus de Spinoza) and later
Benedict de Spinoza (in all mentioned languages the given name means "the Blessed") (November 24,
1632 — February 21, 1677) was a Dutch philosopher.

Sigmund Freud, born Sigmund Schlomo Freud (6 May 1856 — 23 September 1939), was an Austrian
neurologist who founded the discipline of psychoanalysis. Freud is best known for his theories of the
unconscious mind and the mechanism of repression, and for creating the clinical method of
psychoanalysis for investigating the mind and treating psychopathology through dialogue between a
patient and a psychoanalyst.

Tonight's chabura was generously sponsored by Mrs. Miriam Engelsberg in
honor of the birth of two grandchildren: Hillel born to Avraham Dovid & Esther
Rosenbaum and Shalom born to Meir Aryeh & Chana Dinovitzer.
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