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Homes and Holiness: Chapter 30 (Part I)
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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1. A psalm; a song of dedication of the House, of David. 2. | will exalt You, O Lord, for You have raised me up,
and You have not allowed my enemies to rejoice over me. 3. O Lord, | have cried out to You, and You have
healed me. 4. O Lord, You have brought my soul from the grave; You have revived me from my descent into
the Pit. 5. Sing to the Lord, His pious ones, and give thanks to His holy name. 6. For His wrath lasts but a
moment; life results from His favor; in the evening, weeping may tarry, but in the morning there is joyful
singing. 7. And I said in my tranquility, "I will never falter." 8. O Lord, with Your will, You set up my mountain
to be might, You hid Your countenance and | became frightened. 9. To You, O Lord, | would call, and to the
Lord | would supplicate. 10. "What gain is there in my blood, in my descent to the grave? Will dust thank You;
will it recite Your truth? 11. Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me; O Lord, be my helper." 12. You have turned
my lament into dancing for me; You loosened my sackcloth and girded me with joy. 13. So that my soul will
sing praises to You and not be silent. O Lord, my God, | will thank You forever.
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And | shall be innocent from great transgression. He pleaded before Him, 'Sovereign of the Universe! Pardon me
that sin completely [as though it had never been committed].' He replied, 'It is already ordained that thy son
Solomon should say in his wisdom, Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? Can one go
upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned? So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife; whosoever toucheth her
shall not be innocent.’ He lamented, 'Must | suffer so much!' He replied, 'Accept thy chastisement,’ and he accepted

it. Rab Judah said in Rab's name: Six months was David smitten with leprosy, the Shechinah deserted him, and the
Sanhedrin held aloof from him....
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David prayed before the Holy One, blessed be He, 'Sovereign of the Universe! Forgive me for that sin!" It is forgiven
thee,' replied He. 'Show me a token in my lifetime,' he entreated. 'In thy lifetime I will not make it known,"' He
answered, 'but | will make it known in the lifetime of thy son Solomon.' For when Solomon built the Temple, he
desired to take the Ark into the Holy of Holies, whereupon the gates clave to each other. Solomon uttered
twenty-four prayers, yet he was not answered ... But as soon as he prayed, 'O Lord God, turn not away the face of
thine anointed remember the good deeds of David thy servant,' he was immediately answered. In that hour the

faces of all David's enemies turned [black] like the bottom of a pot, and all Israel knew that the Holy One, blessed
be He, had forgiven him that sin.
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