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The Torah states in this week’s Parsha Perek 42 Pesukim 6-7:  

: חֲווְ  ף וַיִּשְׁתַּֽ י יוֹסֵ֔ אוּ֙ אֲחֵ֣ רֶץ וַיָּבֹ֨ ם הָאָ֑ יר לְכָל־עַ֣ רֶץ ה֥וּא הַמַּשְׁבִּ֖ יט עַל־הָאָ֔ ף ה֚וּא הַשַּׁלִּ֣ רְצָה יוֹסֵ֗ יִם אָֽ וּ־ל֥וֹ אַפַּ֖  
א ֹ֤ ם קָשׁ֗וֹת וַיּ ר אִתָּ֣ ם וַיְדַבֵּ֧ ר אֲלֵיהֶ֜ ם וַיִּתְנַכֵּ֨ יו וַיַּכִּרֵ֑ ף אֶת־אֶחָ֖ רֶץ כְּנַ֖עַן  וַיַּ֥ רְא יוֹסֵ֛ אמְר֔וּ מֵאֶ֥ ֹ֣ ם וַיּ יִן בָּאתֶ֔ מֶר אֲלֵהֶם֙ מֵאַ֣

כֶל : לִשְׁבָּר־אֹֽ  
Yosef was the ruler over the land; he was the one who sold to all the people of the land. Yosef’s 
brothers came and they prostrated themselves to him with their faces to the ground. Yosef saw 
his brothers and he recognized them, but he acted like a stranger to them. He spoke harshly to 
them, and said to them, "Where did you come from?" They said, "From the land of Canaan to 

buy food." 

Many of the commentaries raise the question: “Why didn’t Yosef immediately reveal himself to 
his brothers? Why the protracted drama and intrigue?”  

Rav Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev explains this dynamic in a homiletic fashion. The Rebbe explains 
that defeat engenders a feeling of grief and despair in the heart of an individual. Yosef 
understood that the brothers would feel incredibly humiliated if they were to learn that the 
lord before whom they were bowing “with their faces to the ground” was Yosef, the brother 
who they ridiculed when he shared with them his dreams. It was in order to spare them this 
humiliation that Yosef did not make himself known to them immediately. It was only after 
demonstrating that the events of the last two decades were Divinely ordained did Yosef feel 
comfortable divulging his identity to his family. 

Another person in Yosef’s position would have taken full advantage of this opportunity to take 
(much deserved) revenge, to make the enemy feel true defeat. But Yosef did the opposite. 
When his brothers bowed down to him, he recognized them immediately, but he made himself 
a stranger to them in order to spare them the shame of defeat. Yosef understood that to 
rebuild a fractured family he would have to dispense with one-upmanship; to rebuild this family 
would require love, understanding and empathy. 

We all find ourselves in situations where we feel wronged or taken advantage of. Let us each 
learn from Yosef to take these moments as an opportunity to swallow our pride, rise above, 
and spare the other from shame and embarrassment. In the merit of efforts, may we be zocheh 
to see the final geulah immediately, in our days. 


