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Looking for Light: The Luminescent Power of Chanukah
Rabbi Shmuel Silber
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And he took them and brought them across the stream, and he took across what was his. And Jacob was
left alone, and a man wrestled with him until the break of dawn.
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And Jacob arose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had placed at his head, and he set it
up as a monument, and he poured oil on top of it.
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Now a woman, of the wives of the disciples of the prophets, cried out to Elisha, saying, "Your servant, my
husband, has died, and you know that your servant did fear the Lord; and the creditor has come to take
my two children for himself as slaves." And Elisha said to her, "What shall | do for you? Tell me what you
have in the house." And she said, "Your maidservant has nothing at all in the house except a jug of oil."
And he said, "Borrow vessels for yourself from outside, from all your neighbors; do not borrow only a few
empty vessels. And you shall come and close the door about yourself and about your sons, and you shall
pour upon all these vessels; and the full one you shall carry away." And she went away from him and
closed the door about herself and about her sons; they were bringing [vessels] to her and she was
pouring. And it was when the vessels were full, that she said to her son, "Bring me another vessel," and
he said to her, "There is no other vessel." And the oil stopped.
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