
Parshas Eikev Av 23|August 20, 2022  

Eikev: Taming the Wild Beast  

Rabbi Shmuel Silber  
And it will be, because you will heed these ordinances and keep them and perform, that the Lord, your God, will keep for you the covenant and the 
kindness that He swore to your forefathers (Devorim 7:12).  
  
In the opening verse of this week’s Parsha, Moshe creates a simple paradigm – if we live up to the word of God, God will deliver on the promises He 

made to the Patriarchs. But for the fledging Jewish nation, more important than the promises of livestock and produce was the promise of protection 

and victory in the wars against the kingdoms of Canaan. Moshe reminds us that in the same way that God brought Pharaoh to his knees, He can 

and will do the same with Canaanite kingdoms.    

  

Moshe continues and says, “And the Lord, your God, will drive out those nations from before you, little by little. You will not be able to destroy them 
quickly, lest the beasts of the field outnumber you (7:22).”  The battle for Canaan will not be quick, not because our enemies are too fierce, but 

rather, out of concern that if we conquer more land than we can settle, wild animals will overrun these conquered areas and pose a threat to the 

nearby inhabitants.  What a strange statement. Moshe has just told the people that there is going to be Divine protection and intervention, and, yet 

now we are worried about the beasts of the field? The same God who can bend and manipulate the laws of nature can certainly keep the animals at 

bay. The same God who will instill fear into the hearts of the Canaanite soldiers could also instill fear within the animals, causing them to retreat from 

before the Jewish people. How are we to understand this statement of Moshe?  

  

The Modzitzer Rebbe (Rav Shaul Yedidyah Elazar of Modzitz) provides an amazing insight. When forced to fight, man must draw on his animalistic 

instincts.  When forced to kill, man gives up (loses) some part of his humanity.  Life often calls for such drastic measures. Wars must be waged for 

the needs of the nation and for the actualization of Jewish destiny. The solider must kill; the soldier must be prepared to take the life of another if 

this is what the mission calls for. However, there is a reality that must be acknowledged. There is collateral damage on a personal level. After fighting 

a war, after taking a life – the soldier is no longer the same. Once those feelings and instincts that allowed one to kill have been unleashed, it is not 

easy to simply bottle them up. This, explains the Rebbe, is the meaning of the pasuk. Why not just go to war with all of the Canaanite nations at 

once? Why will God drive them out ‘little by little’?  To which God answers, Pen Tirbeh Alecha Chayas HaSadeh, lest the beasts of the field become 

too much upon you.  The beasts to which the Torah refers are not the animals that inhabit the land of Israel, but rather, the animal that dwells 

within.  God explains, “If I have you engage in constant fighting, constant bloodshed, constant war, the animal within will overwhelm you and can 
extinguish your humanity. Therefore, I will clear out the nations slowly. You will have to fight, but you will also have time to heal. The mission will be 
accomplished but at a slower pace to allow for the preservation of the Tzelem Elokim (the Divine Image) within each and every soldier.”    
  
The Rebbe’s insight teaches us a valuable lesson. What I do determines who I am. The actions we engage in shape and mold our very character and 

essence. If we want to become good and holy people, we must engage in good and holy behaviors. Yet, at times we engage in certain activities that 

we know are detrimental (to our body or soul), but we convince ourselves that this action will not color who we are.  Pen Tirbeh Alecha Chayas 
HaSadeh, if I act like the animal, the inner animal will dominate and eclipse the beauty and holiness I possess within. There are times when we must 

unleash the animal within, but we must have a plan how to rein it in, assess the damage, and create a space in which to repair and heal.  

  

Moshe teaches us a most poignant and important lesson. Who we are is determined by what we do.  Our actions define us; our actions solidify our 

identity. Let us find the strength to make the right decisions and choices, but when we fall and when we fail, let us find the courage to rein in the 

beasts of the field.   

(Reprinted from 5776) 
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Shabbos Mevarchim 



 

MAZEL TOV  

Matt & Rishona Lebovits on the birth of a son.  
 

BIRTHDAYS 

Larry Bank, Michael Bitman, Dorothy Brody, Miriam Brum, 

Yedidyah Charner, Yaakov Moshe Dek, Shmuel Franco, 

Doniel Goetz, Nechemya Lev Goff, Elly Goffin, Heather 

Goldstein, Shoshana Goloskov, Ralph Jaffe, Jeremy 

Kramer, Aryeh Yair Ness, Suri Rifkind, Avie Rock, Elana 

Rock, Shlomo Roshgadol, Eliezer Saposnik, Heshy 

Schoenfeld, Emuna Shiller, Stuart Shindel, Tamir Strum, 

Tzipora Weiss, Moshe Zirkind   
 

YAHRZEITS  

Rosalyn Appelbaum, Moshe Eliezer, Aaron Exler, Jeannette 

Fruchter, Beverly Richmond Greenberg, Marion Lloyd, 

Miriam Pancer, Harry Rosen, Maralyn Shefter, Gertrude 

Thaler  
 

TALMUD TORAH 

Paul & Kathy Pollack in honor of their grandchildren, Tikva 

Esther, Simcha, Avigayil, Milana and Milicenta. May they 

grow to become the best version of themselves.  

Daf Yomi Shiur in the zechus of a refuah sheleimah for 

Yehuda ben Michal, son of our devoted shiur member 

and maggid shiur, Reb Kalman Akiva Kovacs.  
 

WEEK OF LEARNING 

Jeff & Karen Cohn in commemoration of the yahrzeit of 

Karen's mother, Clara Oxman z'l, on the 18th of Av.   

Selma Woolf with immense gratitude to Hashem and to all 

those who joined in prayer for a refuah for Dr. Kari Davis, 

granddaughter of Selma Woolf, who has been granted 

the gift of life.  
 

DAY OF LEARNING 

Jerry & Briana Rubin in celebration of Chaya Yehudis 

Neuberger and Nachum Twersky's wedding! May they 

build a bayis neeman b'yisroel.  

 Alan & Sherry Steinmetz in commemoration of the yahrzeit 

of Alan’s grandfather,  שמעון בן יצחק אייזיק z’l ,and in 

honor of Allison and Adam’s return.   
 

DAF YOMI 

Natan & Leah Berry in commemoration of the yahrzeit of 

Leah's father, Tzvi Sherizan, Eliezer Avraham Tzvi ben 

Pesachya Leib z'l.  

Gobbie & Shayna Cohn in memory of Gobbie's 

grandmother, Clara Oxman, Chaya bas Chaim Leib 

HaLevi z'l.  

Mark & Elsa Lustman in commemoration of the Yahrzeit of 

Mark’s mother, Anne Lustman, אברהם אלתר  חנה רחל בת  z’l.  

Adam & Allison Steinmetz for a refuah shleima for  משה

 .ראובן בן סימא טייבלה 
 

KIDDUSH 

Adam & Leslie Rosen in honor of the anniversary of 

Gideon's Bar Mitzvah.  
 

SHALOSH SEUDOS 

Ed & Faith Wolf in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Cyrus 

Wolf z'l.  

Yitzy & Melissa Shnidman l'zecher nishmas Yitzy's father, 

Rav Reuven ben Yehuda Leib zt’l.    

 

MEMBER NEWS 

SPONSORSHIPS &  DONATIONS  
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DONATIONS 
Mildred Shapiro in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Albert Kramer  z’l.    

IMPORTANT YOMIM NORAIM INFORMATION: 

We are so excited to be able to daven together as one kehilla, and seats are 

 filling quickly! Please place your reservation as soon as possible as we cannot 

guarantee to hold your seat location from last year. Reservations can be  

made at https://www.suburbanorthodox.org/form/yomim-noraim-5783. 
 

NEW GEMARA SHIUR WITH RABBI RICHTER: 

Cracking the Code- The Language of the Talmud Revealed, Tuesdays at 8:30p, 

Register at: suburbanorthodox.org/event/Cracking%20the%20Code  
 

BOOK CLUB:  

The next meeting of the Suburban Orthodox Book Club will be on Tuesday, 

September 13, 2 p.m., at the Shul. Selection: "This Tender Land,” by William Kent 

Krueger  
 

SHABBOS MEVARCHIM:  

The molad for Chodesh Elul will be on Shabbos morning August 27, 16 minutes and  

5 chalukim after 8. Rosh Chodesh is on Shabbos and Sunday (B’Yom Shabbos 

Kodesh U’limacharaso Yom Rishon)    
 

 

SPONSORSHIPS &  DONATIONS (cont inued)  

SOTC UPDATES  

https://www.suburbanorthodox.org/event/Cracking%20the%20Code

