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Candle Lighting 

8:12p 

Mincha 

7:00p 

Torah Reading 

Pg. 856 

Haftorah 

Pg. 1189 

Candle Lighting 7/26 

8:07p 

Parshas Balak       17 Tammuz | July 20, 2019  

SHABBOS SCHEDULE 

Shabbos Night 
7:00p Mincha followed by 

Kabbolas Shabbos 
8:12p Candle Lighting 

Shabbos Day 
8:35a Chassidus on the Parsha 
9:00a Shachris (9:34a KS) 
11:30a Kehillah Kiddush 
6:40p Early Mincha 
7:05p Daf Yomi (Rabbi Silber) 
7:05p Women’s Living Emunah Group 
(small Beis Midrash) 
8:05p Mincha followed by 
Shalosh Seudos 
9:12p Maariv followed by Havdallah 
No Shabbos afternoon shiur 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sun 7/21 - 18 Tammuz 
Fast of Tammuz 

4:45a Fast Begins 
7:15, 9:00a Shacharis 
8:10p Mincha/Maariv 
9:05p Fast Ends 

Mon - Fri am 
6:45, 9:00a Shacharis  
6:45p Plag Mincha 
8:15p Mincha/Maariv 

Rabbi Silber will be out of town Tuesday 
7/23 - Thursday 8/1 for the Project 
Inspire Poland Trip. 
For Halachik questions, including 3 
weeks shailos, please contact Rabbi 
Aryeh Richter 732-508-7006 

 Bilam was a man on a mission. After receiving the invitation of Balak, the king of Moav, to 

curse the Jewish people, Bilam gathered some possessions, loaded his donkey and began the 

journey.   

“In the morning Bilam arose, saddled his she-donkey and went with the Moabite dignitaries. 

God’s wrath flared because he was going, and an angel of the Lord stationed himself on the 

road to thwart him, and he was riding on his she-donkey, and his two servants were with him 

(Bamidbar 22:21-22)” 

 Rashi comments:“to thwart him: It was an angel of mercy, and he wanted to prevent him from 

sinning, for should he sin, he would perish.” 

 The Hebrew word the Torah uses for thwart is l’satan. This word conjures up many images. 

The Satan is often understood to refer to the prosecuting angel who highlights our 

shortcomings and faults before the heavenly tribunal. At other times the Satan is a reference 

to the yetzer hara, the evil inclination which seeks to undermine our dynamic life growth. Yet, 

Rashi explains that this angel which came l’satan, to thwart, was an angel of mercy sent to try 

to prevent Bilam from making a terrible mistake.   

 It is in this simple statement that Rashi teaches us a profound life lesson about failure. There 

are times when, like Bilam, we set out to accomplish something great. We load the proverbial 

donkey and ready ourselves to move forward, only to encounter a roadblock. These 

roadblocks occur often throughout the journey of life. At times they are barriers which 

temporarily prevent us from moving forward and at other times they actively derail and 

overturn us. We must always remember that the roadblocks are merciful. God puts roadblocks 

in front of us for two primary reasons. Sometimes the roadblocks tell us that we are headed 

down the wrong path. This is not the proper road for us. We need a new direction, a new 

destination. Many times, we think we know where we are supposed to go, but we are wrong. 

The destination we think we need to get to is not the right one for us (either for right now or 

perhaps forever). The roadblock tells us to turn around, choose a new destination and try 

again. Yet, sometimes the roadblock is there to make us work harder. The roadblock tells us 

to find an alternate route, a detour. The destination is correct but will be so much more 

impactful and meaningful if we must put in additional effort to reach it. The roadblock is there 

to test our resolve. How badly do we want to get to the intended destination? How far are we 

willing to travel? How hard are we willing to work? The roadblock doesn’t tell us to turn 

around, just to try harder.   

 It was an angel of mercy who tried to tell Bilam to turn around. He was headed down the 

wrong path; a path which would ultimately lead to his demise. It is this same angel of mercy 

who often stands in our way as well. At times he tells us to turn around and find another path 

and at times he smiles as he directs us onto the shoulder or towards a detour and gently 

encourages us to try harder and travel wiser. May God grant us the wisdom and 

understanding to know when to take the detour and when to turn around. 

 

New Shiurim online and on podcast at rabbisilber.com 

READ THE ROAD SIGNS 

RABBI SHMUEL SILBER 

WEEKLY SHIURIM 

by Rabbi Silber 

Sun 8:15a Daf Yomi 

Mon - Fri 

5:45a Mesilas Yesharim (Mon only) 

5:55a Daf Yomi 

Following 9am minyan 15 Minutes of 

Mishnayos (Rabbi Richter) 

Mon-Thurs  

8:45-9:15p Night Seder in Beis Midrash 
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MEMBER NEWS 

THANK YOU 
Kiddush set up: Nina Charner, 

Dina Brookmyer, Rebecca Chesner 

Cookie bakers: Maayan Abramson, CG 
Polirer 

BIRTHDAYS 
Shani Bizouati, Jacob Blumenfeld, Safira  
Bondy, Richard Buck, Dina Charner, Eli 
Cohen, Meira Feldman, Shira Galay, 
Zahava Horwitz, Talia Perry Kaplan, 
Naomi Kastner, Ronit Miller, Doni 
Nachman, Elad Jacob Ness, Rosalie 
Rapoport, Marlene Ripp, Harriet Schlein, 
Gary Smith 

YAHRZEITS  
Sonia Ament, E Harry Gordon, Elizezer 
Richter, Morris Krumbein, Josheph 
Lerner, Burton Schreiber, Rabbi Gilbert 
Steinberg, Pearl Ingber, Nathan Ingber, 
Solomon Myrowitz, Channah Greber, 
Celia Shapiro 

SPONSORSHIPS 

TALMUD TORAH 

“Uncle” Mike Holzman in honor of 

all who keep the Daf Yomi shiur going. 

KEHILLAH KIDDUSH 

Opened/Charner families 

SHALOSH SEUDOS 

Allen & Sue Myrowitz in honor of the 

yahrzeit of Allen’s father, Solomon 

Myrowitz, Shlomo ben Avrahama 

HaCohen z’l 

Perry Saperstein in honor of the 
shloshim of his beloved wife, Shira z’l 
On the occasion of the shloshim of Shira 
Saperstein, the family would like to 

thank the kehillah for their tefillos, 
support, meal contributions and visits. 

WEEK OF LEARNING 

Aaron & Alana Weinberg with gratitude 

and thanks to Hashem for Yonatan Shai 

Weinberg’s full recovery 8 years ago  

DAF YOMI 

Hirsch & Gail Goldberg in honor of the 

yahrzeit of their son, Jonathan, Yonasan 

Leb z’l ben Moshe Zvi HaLevi 

Moshe & Devorah Werdesheim in honor 

of the yahrzeit of Moshe’s father, Milton, 

Mordechai ben Moshe z’l 

 

 

SHUL HAPPENINGS 

SOTC Book Club 
Tues 7/30 | 2:00p, SOTC 

The Women in the Castle by Jessica 
Shattuck  

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS 

Mesila of Baltimore: Financial Strategy 

2 Part Seminar 

7/28 & 8/4 | 7:-8:30p, BJSZ 

Free babysitting available on request 

MesilaBaltimoreClass@gmail.com    

Ahavas Yisroel Charidy Campaign 

Tues 7/23 | charidy.com/ay 

Avahavas Yisrael has been helping 

families in Jewish Baltimore for over 40 

years. Known for its sensitivity, 

discretion, diligence and 

professionalism, Ahavas Yisrael has 

become the go-to address for families 

in need. Funds raised through the 

Charidy campaign represent only half of 

the annual budget. Help them meet 

their goal this coming Tuesday! 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
Meet the Abramsons 

Moishe & Chavi both grew 

up in Baltimore. They met through 

mutual friends. 

Chavi (Master in Negotiation & 

Conflict Management, UB), 

affectionately known as Mrs. A, is a 

kindergarten teacher (Rambam > 

OCA). Her students adore her and 

maintain long lasting 

connections. Moishe is partner in a 

family business (Magic Touch, a 

glass repair company).  

They are both dedicated volunteers 

of Suburban and past honorees. 

Their kids: Yaakov (14, OCA > 

Yeshiva Mekor Chaim, an avid astronomer), Maayan (9, OCA, super creative) and 

Noam aka Levi Yitzchak (almost 2, cute and mischievous) love the outdoors. 

“Suburban has become an extension of our family and we enjoy many meaningful 

relationships through the shul. Suburban is a community of growth oriented seekers 

and there is something for everyone.”  

HALACHOS OF THE THREE WEEKS 

• The Three Weeks begin with the Fast of the 17th of Tammuz (observed on 

Sunday, July 21st 2018), and end midday on the 11th of Av, Monday, August 12th. 

Since the actual date of the 17th of Tammuz is Shabbos, and we are prohibited 

from fasting on Shabbos, the fast is observed the next day, the 18th of Tammuz, 

Sunday July 21st. Similarly, the 9th of Av falls on Shabbos, and the fast is ob-

served the next day, Sunday, August 11th. 

• There are some halachic differences between a standard fast and one which is 

postponed from its regular calendar date. Therefore women who are pregnant 

or nursing or anyone who is unwell on the day of the fast should consult the 

rabbi for guidance.  

• The custom is to refrain from getting haircuts, listening to music and playing 

musical instruments during the Three Weeks. 

• Weddings should not be performed during this period. Engagements can take 

place until Rosh Chodesh Av. 

• The custom is to refrain from reciting the blessing of She’hechiyanu on new 

garments, fruit, and the like. However, one may recite She’hechiyanu on 

Shabbos. 

Full information at suburbanorthodox.org/threeweeks 


