
Parshas Korach Tammuz 2| June 12, 2021 

Candle Lighting 

       8:15p 

Havdalah 

9:17p  

Torah Reading         Haftorah    

Shmuel 11:14 -12:22 

Candle Lighting 6/18 

8:18p  Bamidbar  16:1-18:32 

SHABBOS SCHEDULE 

Shabbos Night 

7:00p Mincha followed by Kabbolas 

Shabbos (Indoor/Outdoor) 

8:15p Candle Lighting 

Shabbos Day 

7:00a Hashkama (Main Shul) 

8:45a Shacharis (9:23 KS) (Indoor/

Outdoor) 
Mishnayos for Kids - On break this week. 
7:20p Daf Yomi  

8:05p Mincha (Indoor/Outdoor) 

8:25 Shalosh Seudos  

9:17 Maariv 

9:17 Havdalah 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sunday 6/13 - Tammuz 3 
7:15a Shacharis  
9:00a Shacharis  

6:50p Plag Mincha 

8:25p Mincha/Maariv 

Mon-Fri 

6:45a Shacharis  

9:00a Shacharis  

6:50p Plag Mincha Minyan 

8:25p Mincha/Maariv  

WEEKLY SHIURIM  
Sun  

7:55a Daf Yomi 
Mon - Fri 

5:45 Tzidkas HaTzaddik 

5:55a Daf Yomi  
Mon 

8:30p Semichas Chaver 
Tues-Wed 

Online Emunah Minute  
Wed 

Online Tehillim 
Tues-Thurs  

8:30-10:00p IJC-SOTC Night Kollel 
Thurs 

Online Virtual Shabbos Drasha  

8:30p Night Kollel Parsha Shiur, learning, 

& Cholent 

NEW MINYAN FORMING:   

SOTC is looking to start a 10:00pm Maariv. 

If you are interested, please text Rabbi 

Gavi Berger (201-220-1096). 

ANNUAL MEETING: 

We invite all Full Members to participate 

in the Suburban Orthodox Toras 

Chaim annual meeting on Wednesday, 

June 23, 2021 at 7:00 pm in-person at the 

Shul. Your participation is greatly 

appreciated and valued as we plan for 

the coming year. 

Korach – Earned Holiness  
Rabbi Shmuel Silber  

Korach, the son of Izhar, the son of Kehath, the son of Levi took [himself to one side] along with Dathan and 
Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, descendants of Reuben.They confronted Moses together with 

two hundred and fifty men from the children of Israel, chieftains of the congregation, representatives of the 

assembly, men of repute.They assembled against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, "You take too much upon 

yourselves, for the entire congregation are all holy, and the Lord is in their midst. So why do you raise yourselves 
above the Lord's assembly? (Bamidbar 16:1-3)  

Just when we thought things could not get worse, another national debacle occurs. Still reeling from the fall-out 

from the sin of the spies, Korach took advantage of the feelings of sadness, despair, and anger to ignite a rebellion. 

But why would anyone rebel against the leadership of Moshe and Aharon? How could Korach accuse Moshe of 

selfish power-grabbing when Moshe was the paradigmatic embodiment of selfless devotion to the nation? What 
was Korach’s issue? Why was he so angry and outraged at Moshe? What was it that led him to lead this rebellion 

which ended so tragically?  

Korach’s entire rebellion rested on one concept, Kulanu Kedoshim, we are all holy. Rashi explains that Korach said 

to Moshe, “We all heard God speak to us as Sinai. We all heard God declare His unique and singular relationship 

with us. We are all equally holy, and therefore, you have no right to lord over us and maintain an unshakeable grip 
on the reigns of leadership.” It is interesting to note that Korach felt that he (and the nation) were holy because 

they “heard” God. Hearing is a passive act. The listener must simply remain attentive and absorb the stated 

message. Korach thought that Kedusha, sanctity was conferred. All you have to do is remain at attention, and it is 

yours for the taking.    

Rav Yosef Dov HaLevi Soloveitchik (1903-1993) explains that there are two different forms of holiness; innate and 

acquired. Innate holiness is the result of being the offspring of our Matriarchs and Patriarchs. Innate holiness is the 
result of being part of the Jewish people. This holiness is not linked to something I do; it is part of my very being. 

But there is a higher level of holiness. This is called acquired or personal holiness. This level of Kedusha is acquired 

through good deeds, chessed, and self-sacrifice. Personal/acquired holiness requires great effort from the individual 
and cannot be acquired through lineage or familial connections. The Rav explains that these different forms of 

holiness account for the strikingly different traits of two sacred mountains, Har Sinai (Mount Sinai) and Har 

HaMoriah (Har HaBayis, the Temple Mount). The holiness of the Har HaMoriah is in effect to this very day, yet Har 

Sinai (if we were able to identify it) does not possess any residual sanctity. Why this distinction? The holiness 
of Har Sinai was conferred. God came down to the mountain and delivered the Torah on the mountain. The 

mountain became holy when God arrived and yielded its holiness when God ascended. Har HaMoriah was the site 

of Akeydas Yitzchak (the binding of Isaac, Avraham’s willingness to sacrifice his one and only son from Sarah). Har 

HaMoriah was the site purchased by King David from the Jebusites and later, upon which King Solomon builds 
the Beis HaMikdash. Har HaMoriah is a place of human effort, initiative and self-sacrifice. When man pushes himself 

to accomplish great things, the holiness permeates the spot long after the event has concluded.    

Korach was focused on innate holiness but forgot that true greatness can only be found in acquired personal 

holiness. Korach forgot that true and lasting Kedusha, holiness must be earned. Holiness is a state which can only 

be reached after man has expended incredible amounts of effort.  Holiness is the culmination of dynamic, dramatic, 
and sustained life activity. The nature and depth of my relationship with God, Torah, and Mitzvos is directly related 

to the amount of effort I am willing to put in. A life of holiness is a life filled with work and effort. Hearing God does 

not make you holy – serving Him does.     

Rashi continues and explains that Korach saw prophetically that he was to have a descendant as great as Moshe 

and Aharon. In this respect, he was correct – Korach’s great-grandson was the prophet Shmuel. How did Shmuel 

actualize his greatness? The Navi states, “And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. And from year to year, 
he would set forth, and go around to Bethel, and Gilgal, and Mizpah, and he would judge Israel in all these places. 

And his return was to Ramah, for there was his house, and there he judged Israel, and he built there an altar to the 

Lord (Shmuel I 7:15-17).”  Shmuel was the prophet and the judge. It was his sacred mission to uplift and inspire 
the people. It was his responsibility to facilitate the growth of his nation. He didn’t wait for the people to come to 

him; he went to the people. He spent the entire year travelling throughout the land on a mission of inspiration and 

spiritual repair. He helped the people settle their disputes and create shalom within their ranks. He invested 

incredible amounts of effort and hard work in order to create an atmosphere of holiness and spiritual devotion. 
Shmuel understood what his grandfather, Korach did not. It is true, Kulanu Kedoshim, we are all holy, but that 

holiness is only actualized through hard work and incredible effort.   

Rabbi Yitzchak said, “If a person will say to you, I toiled but did not find results, do not believe him. If a man says to 

you, I didn’t toil but found results, do not believe him.  But if a person says to you, I toiled, and I found results 

(ya’gati u’matzasi) – believe him (Talmud, Megillah 6b).”  We live in a society of instant gratification. We want 
success, and we want it now. We want holiness, and we want it now. We want a meaningful, fulfilling, and blissful 

life, and we want it now. Am I a not entitled? Was my soul not present at Mount Sinai? Am I not holy and worthy 

enough? Too often, we approach life situations from a perspective of entitlement - like Korach. The important 

things in life can only be acquired through incredible work and toil. We must always remember that beautiful, 
meaningful, and holy results require magnificent, diligent, and vigilant effort. (Reprinted from 5777)  



SPONSORSHIPS: 
TALMUD TORAH:  

Naftali & Chavi Tilson: Asei Lecha Rav U'knei Lecha 

Chaver... Thank you to Benjamin Wohl for introducing me to 

my Daf Yomi Rav, R' Shmuel Silber. May Hashem bless us all to 

finish the Daf Yomi cycle together and celebrate with a siyum 

together in Eretz Yisrael. With much Hakaras Hatov.  

Boruch Meir & Rena Dubin Chazak, chazak, venitchazek! May 

Hashem continue to protect our brothers and sisters in Eretz 

Yisroel, and may all of our children remain safe and complete 

their year of learning with a deep connection to the land and 

Hashem’s Torah.  

TALMUD TORAH TAMUZ: 

Adam & Yudit Ben-Zev in honor of their children, Jake, Sarina, 

and Rosie.   
 

EMUNAH MINUTE:    

Ingrid Fishman & Lynn Caesar in loving memory of their 

father, Rabbi Chaim Gevantman z'l, their mother, 

Charlotte Gevantman z'l, and their sister, 

Judith Gevantman z'l.  

Mayer & Nita Gerstein in commemoration of the yahrzeit of 

Nita's beloved father, Israel Eshkenazi z’l.  
 

SHABBOS MEVARCHIM CARE PACKAGES:  

Pam & Neil Weissman in memory of Pam's 

mother, Bashe Rockman z'l.  
 

WEEK OF LEARNING:  

Selma Woolf for a refuah sheleima for her grandson, 

Coby Roufberg, Yaakov Zev ben Tzivia Devorah.  
 

DAF YOMI:  

Robert & Lisie Lillianfeld in honor of the yahrzeit of Robert’s 

grandfather, William Meyers, Velvel ben Velvel z’l.  

Mel Rom l'iluy nishmas his grandmother, Faiga Raiza bas 

Moshe Behr z'l.  

Boruch & Brocha Rivkin for the yahrzeit of Salem Rivkin, 

Sholom ben Harav Reuvain z'l on Rosh Chodesh Tamuz.  

Sherry & Alan Steinmetz wishing a very happy 

birthday to their dear daughter-in-law, Allison Steinmetz, and 

wishing many more in good health and happiness.  

The Plunka Family in commemoration of the yahrzeit 

of Yoseph ben Yaakov zt’l.  
 

SHABBOS DRASHA:   

Ira & Miriam Grossman in memory of Miriam's father, Leonard 

David Howard, Aryeh ben Moshe HaLevi z’l.  
 

KIDDUSH SPONSOR:  

Adam & Yudit Ben-Zev  
 

SHALOSH SEUDOS SPONSOR:  

Gregg & Rena Trestman l’zecher nishmas Gregg's father, Irvin 

L. Trestman z’l, Yitzchak ben Avraham.  

DONATIONS: 

David Wertheimer  

Hildagarde Kahn Sanders in memory of her beloved 

mother, Hernietta B. Kahn z’l, and her beloved father, Nathan Kahn z’l.   

Seth & Rachel Rotenberg  

Elliot Brum  

Hilary Jacobson-Kent in honor of Yisrael Doniel's high school graduation from 

the Harbour School.   

Bernard & Tova Fellner in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Harriet Fellner z’l.  

 

SOTC UPDATES: 

KEHILLA SHALOSH SEUDOS IS BACK! 

We are excited to announce that our weekly Shalosh Seudos is back in full 

swing. The Shalosh Seudos program blends the beauty of Shabbos while 

bringing unity and achdus to our kehilla. Additionally, this is a great 

opportunity to connect with the many new members who joined 

over the year. In order to provide this beautiful Shalosh Seudos, we ask for your 

participation in our sponsorship program. Our hope is to set up a perpetual 

sponsorship system that recurs yearly in commemoration of a 

loved one's yahrzeit. The Shalosh Seudos of the Shabbos prior to the Yahrzeit 

would be designated in memory of your family member. For more 

information, please contact Yitzy Shnidman, irv.shnidman@gmail.com.   

 

SOTC BOOK CLUB: 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, June 29 at 2:00pm, at the home (porch) 

of Selma Woolf, 7521 Slade Avenue (410-484-0435)  

Selection:  “The Convert” by Stefan Hertmans 

The libraries have a limited number of available books. If you have trouble 

obtaining a copy, please contact Selma Woolf. 

A Zoom option will also be available for those unable to attend in person. 

 

OU SPIRIT: 

SPIRIT is a creative virtual learning space for thousands of retirees, baby 

boomers, empty nesters, and seniors to gather, learn, connect, and share. 

https://www.ou.org/community/programs/spirit-programming/ 

TALMUD TORAH SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE FOR UPCOMING 

MONTHS: 

Our Talmud Torah sponsorship is a beautiful way to commemorate a yahrzeit, 

a special occasion, or other important milestones. For more information, 

please email shanitopper@suburbanorthodox.org. 

 

MEMBER NEWS:  

MAZEL TOV:  

Ari & Este Lichtman on the Bar Mitzva of their son, Noah.  

CONDOLENCES:   

David & Elana Bondy on the passing of Elana’s 

beloved grandmother, Lanny Zweig, Leah Bas Aaron z’l.    

BIRTHDAYS:   

Michael Artman, Aviya Barnoy, Liba Benus, Natan 

Berry, Rivka Bluestein, Chava Caplan, Nosson 

Creeger, Michael  Elman, Benzion Friedman, Ora Galay, 

Yonatan Galay, Moishy J. Gardyn, Aaron K. Gavant, 

Lisa Hackam, Elan Hamburger, Tova S. Katz, Andrea Lavine, AY 

Lawrence, Avi Lichter, Mimi Minzer, Penny Myrowitz, Sylvan 

Oppenheimer, Jonathan Polirer, Michael Pottash, Laura 

Rapoport, Chana Richter, Matthew Shindel, Yona 

Stone, Netanel Stone, Lisa M. Ziv   

YAHRZEITS:   

Irwin Cutler, Lilyan Delman, Paul Glasser, Hinda A. 

Gordon, Perry Judelson, Irwin Martin Kleiman, Mildred 

Neuman, Bashe Rockman, Sylvan Silverman   


