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MISHPATIM: REJUVENATION AND REHABILITATION
RABBI SHMUEL SILBER

SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Shabbos Mevarchim
Shabbos Night
5:19p Candle Lighting
5:20p Mincha followed by
Kabbolas Shabbos
Shabbos Day
8:05a Daf Yomi
8:35p Chassidus on the Parsha
9:00a Shacharis (9:43a KS)
5:15p Mincha followed by
Shalosh Seudos
6:20p Maariv/Havdalah
7:20p Motzei Shabbos Learning

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Week of 2/11 - 26th of Shvat
Sun
7:15a, 8:00a, 9:00a Shacharis
5:30p Mincha/Maariv
Monday – Friday a.m.
6:45a, 9:00a Shacharis (Thurs/Fri Rosh
Chodesh. Early Minyan at 6:30a)
5:30p Mincha/Maariv
9:20p Maariv

WEEKLY SHIURIM
Online at suburbanorthodox.org
Sunday
8:00a Daf Yomi
Mon-Wed
5:45a Gan HaEmunah
5:55a Daf Yomi
Thurs - Fri
5:45a Daf Yomi
Mon - Thurs | 8:30 - 10:15p
IJC Night Kollel
Kol Hanearim Mondays at 8:30 - 9:15p
Monday
8:00a Business & Bagels
8:00p Aish Kodesh online only
Wednesday
9:30a Psalms for the Ages: Tehillim Shiur
(for women)
No Parsha Shiur
Thursday
8:00p Likutei Moharan (for men)

“And these are the ordinances that you shall
set before them. Should you buy a Hebrew
slave, he shall work [for] six years, and in the
seventh [year], he shall go out to freedom
without charge.” (Exodus 21:1-2)
It is in this week’s Parsha, Mishpatim that
God provides the legal foundation upon
which to build a moral and ethical society.
We are taught how to deal with damages,
poverty and finances. We are given the
necessary instruction to cultivate a
meaningful relationship between man and his
fellow. Yet, God teaches us about the Eved
Ivri, the Jewish servant, first. Why is this the
first mitzvah in this section? What is the
message contained in this law which sets the
tone for that follows?
Rashi explains, there are two ways in which
a Jew becomes a servant. If he steals and
isn’t able to pay back, the Beis Din (Jewish
court) can sell the thief and use the proceeds
to repay the victim. Or, mipnei dochko, if he
is destitute. If a person has no money, no
means of financial support, he can choose to
sell himself into servitude.
The Lubavitcher Rebbe focuses on the Jew
who has stolen and sold into servitude. The
Rebbe builds on this concept and explains:
the act of theft represents a moral failure. It
is a trespass against a fellow human being. To
take something from someone else, to deprive
someone of something they have worked for,
is a blatant disregard for the dignity of the
other. But theft is not only a crime against
man, it is also a crime against God. Each
person is given a celestially ordained amount
of material wealth. We are given what we
need in order to accomplish our individual
sacred mission in this world. When a person
steals, he is making a dramatic statement,
“God hasn’t given me enough. I will take
that which belongs to the other, thereby
enriching myself.” The act of theft violates
the will of God, not only because theft is
biblically forbidden, but because it is an
indictment of God for having given
something to someone else instead of oneself.
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Furthermore, the thief feels that he will
retain that which he has stolen, even though
this act was against the will of God. As such,
the thief has transgressed against God and his
fellow man. What should we do with this
individual? Logic would dictate that we cast
him aside, make a pariah of him and remove
him from society. Yet, we do just the
opposite. We give him a job and a place to
live. His lifestyle must mirror his master’s.
Whatever the master provides for his own
family, he must provide for the servant. We
say to this thief, “We will not give up on you.
You have made some mistakes, but we still
believe you can turn it around. It’s not too
late. Use this time to rebuild and rehabilitate,
use this time to introspect and reflect. Use
this time to figure out what has gone so
wrong and then find the courage to fix it.”
The Rebbe adds in one more piece. The laws
of the Eved Ivri, are not just about the other
– they are about each of us. Each of us
messes up. We each make mistakes and
sometimes those mistakes land us in
significant trouble and life difficulty. When
we feel we have stolen our potential and
squandered it in a variety of fruitless
initiatives and bad choices it is easy to give
up. But then we remind ourselves: the thief
is sold and rehabilitates himself – we have the
ability to do the same. There is an important
point to remember: “Sheysh shanim ya’avod,
u’ba’shviis yetzei l’chofshi, for six years you
must work on the on the seventh you can go
free.” It can take a long time to turn yourself
and your life around. It can take a long time
to rehabilitate and rejuvenate. But if we are
willing to put in the work – our 7th year will
come. We can change, we can improve, we
can become someone better.
The laws of the Eved Ivri, the Hebrew
servant teach us these two valuable lessons;
never stop believing in the other, never stop
believing in yourself. No matter how badly
my fellow messes up, he is never beyond
salvation. No matter how severe our mistakes
may be, if we work hard, we can rehabilitate
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BIRTHDAYS
Drew Ari Gertner, Yael Pachino, Tamar
Klein Hirsh, Craig Neuman, Isaac Samuel,
Beth Teles, Chaya Yehudis Neuberger,
Yisroel Neuberger, Nechama Grossman,
Fallon Saposnik, Monica Luxenburg,
Samuel Rosemore, Carol Benedek, Rebecca Chesner, Deborah Hamburger,
Adina Raskas, Mr. Benjamin Edinger,
Todd Heller, Ayala Goffin, Yoni Strauss,
Penina Rosenbaum, Yossi (Steven) Kohen, Chana Neuberger, Shoshana Goldenberg, Matthew Walter

...and rejuvenate. God chooses to place the law of Eved Ivri first, for it create the
foundational understanding for how we view the other and how we view ourselves.

YAHRZEITS
Nathan Woolf, Henry Lehmann, Ellen
Sheila Wiss, Israel Jacob Hertzberg,
Rabbi Levi Ness, Lois Esterson, Harriet
Polster, William Bashevkin, Carl T Amdur, Simon Minkove, Abraham Strimber,
Alice Michaels Wolf, Malcolm Gordon,
Alan Turniansky, Abraham Strimber,
Edna Cohen, Bernard Levitan, Lesser
Kiewe, Kathaleen Gutin, Nathan Koenig,
Herman Greenberg

Mel Pacino - Beis Midrash and custodial

SHUL HAPPENINGS
SOTC Book Club | Tues 2/13,
2:00p
Purple Hibiscus by C.N, Adichie
Bring a friend!
Purim @ SOTC | Thurs 3/1
Costume Parade, Children’s Chessed
Caravan & Delicious Seudah!
Suburbanorthodox.org/event/purim
Yom HaAtzmaut/HaZikaron
Scholar in Residence | April 14
Lt. Colonel Rabbi Yedidya Atlas, Head of
Special Projects, IDF Chief
Rabbinate

Newly posted shiurim online and on Podcast www.rabbisilber.org

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION
Thank you to our Operations Committee for leading efforts in shul maintenance,
organization and security.
A special thanks to our co-chairs, Jon Kaplan and Saeed Haken for their leadership.
Please thank our team when you see them:
Brian Gold & Farrell Silverman - electrical
Moshe Werdesheim & Alan Wiseman - Shul tidiness
as well as Allen Myrowitz, Brian Masser, Bernie Kozlovsky, Jerry Appelbaum, Alan
Wiseman, Scott Sperling, Phil Rosenfeld, Abby Appelbaum, Uncle Mike, Motti Margalit,
Avi Frand

SPONSORSHIPS

SHALOSH SEUDOS

DONATIONS
Sara Gladstein, Dovid Meir Loeb,
Luzaro Construction

Scott Gordon in honor of the yahrtzeit of his
father Malcolm Gordon, Melech Ben
Hershel, a”h.

DAF YOMI SPONSORSHIP

Derek & Lauren Fine in honor of the
yahrtzeit of Derek’s mother Wendy, Rachel
bas Shmuel a”h

Mayeer & Adina Schwarzbaum as a zechus
for a refuah sheleima for Nachshon Meir ben
Temima Chaya Sarah Shlomit
MOTZEI SHABBOS LEARNING

Bernie & Sonia Kozlovsky and Harry &
Adriane Kozlovsky and families in honor
of the yahrtzeit of Bernie & Harry’s
mother Rose Kozlovsky, Rochel bas Leib
Fisher a”h

Julian & Lauren Hammond

SHABBOS MORNING DRASHA

Yehuda & Jennifer Goodhart in honor of
all who make Motzei Shabbos Learning
so beautiful

Mildred Shapiro in memory of William
Bashevkin, Zev ben Dovid a”h.
Baruch Ness in memory of his father, Rav
Levi ben Osher Zelig a”h.

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
AIPAC Policy Conference | March 4-5
Delegation led by Rabbi Silber
Discounted tickets available through
Leah Berry: lberry@aipac.org

2

Growth Sponsors
Brian & Shoshana Ponczak
Annonymous in memory of
Coby Rosemore, z’l.

Learning Sponsors

