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Candle Lighting 

4:25p 

Mincha 

4:30p 

Torah Reading 

Pg. 144 

Haftorah 

Pg. 1139 

Candle Lighting 12/13 

4:26p 

Parshas Vayeitzei          9 Kislev | December 7, 2019  

SHABBOS SCHEDULE 

Shabbos Night 
4:25p Candle Lighting 

4:30p Mincha followed by 
Kabbolas Shabbos 

Shabbos Day 
8:35a Chassidus on the Parsha 
(Rabbi Richter) 
9:00a Shacharis (9:36a KS) 
11:30a Kehilla Kiddush 
3:30p Daf Yomi (Yehuda Neuberger) 
4:20p Mincha followed by 
Shalosh Seudos 
5:26p Maariv/Havadalla 
6:30p Motzei Shabbos Learning 
No Teen Minyan this week 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sun 12/8, 10th of Kislev 
7:15, 9:00a Shacharis 

4:30p Mincha/Maariv 

Mon, - Fri a.m. 
6:45, 9:00a Shacharis 
4:30p Mincha/Maariv 
8:55p Maariv 

“And Jacob awakened from his sleep, and he said, ‘Indeed, the Lord is in this place, and I did not 

know [it].’" (Genesis 28:16) 

 Yaakov Avinu experienced a most incredible dream. He had seen God perched on top of a 

ladder which extended to the heavens; he had seen the angels climbing up and down and had 

received a promise of security, safety and success from the Master of the Universe. Yaakov was 

not expecting such a revelation and so he awoke startled, “this is clearly a holy and special place, 

and I did not know.” The simple interpretation is that Yaakov was unaware of its holiness. Rashi 

explains that the dream took place on Mount Moriah, the site of Akeydas Yitzchak (the binding of 

Isaac) and the future site of the Temple. Yaakov remarks to himself, “Had I known this was such 

a holy and significant place, I would have never allowed myself to fall asleep here.” 

 The great Chassidic master, Rav Yisroel of Chortkov (1854-1934) explains Yaakov’s statement 

a bit differently.   

“Acheyn yesh Hashem ba’makom hazeh (God is present, can be felt and experienced in this 

place.)” 

“Va’anochi lo yadati” – I stopped focusing on anochi (myself). I did not know myself. 

 Yaakov ventured far away from the comforts of his familial home because he knew he had 

something great to accomplish. He understood that there was a magnificent destiny waiting to 

be seized and actualized. But it would not be easy, it would not be comfortable, it would require 

great sacrifice. Yaakov placed his self-interests on the backburner to maximize his life potential. 

Yaakov stopped focusing on anochi (myself) and instead focused his efforts on what God 

wanted from him. When he was able to subvert the anochi, he was able to acutely experience 

and feel the presence of God: “Indeed the Lord is in this place.” 

 Often, we experience conflict on communal and personal levels. In our communal lives, there is 

often a tension between what I want as an individual versus what is best for the community 

(whether this is the community of a Shul, school or organization). Too much strife occurs when 

we allow our personal interests to interfere with what is good for the collective. The only way to 

bring holiness into our communal lives is through “Va’anochi lo yadati,” putting our personal 

interests on the side and focusing on the needs of the tzibur (group). As individuals we 

experience this conflict as well. Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzatto (1707-1746) writes in his 

introduction to Mesillas Yesharim (Path of the Just) that a person must ask himself, “What does 

God want of me?” This is in contradistinction to the question we often ask ourselves, “What do I 

want out of life?” There are times when what I want for myself and what God wants from and for 

me are in conflict. Yaakov had this conflict as well. One would have to imagine that Yaakov would 

have much preferred to remain at home, build his family in the Land of Canaan and be with his 

parents as they grew old. But deep down, Yaakov knew that God wanted something different for 

him and his communal impact. Deep down Yaakov knew that destiny awaited, and it was across 

the river in a foreign land with hostile inhabitants. Yaakov put aside his anochi and found God.  

 There are times in life when the plan we have for ourselves is dramatically different than the plan 

God has for us. In these most humbling moments, we must find the strength to put aside the 

anochi of our personalistic self-interests and embrace the destiny God has waiting for us. If we 

can summon the strength to do so, we too will be able to say, “Acheyn yesh Hashem ba’makom 

hazeh” - I will feel the presence of God guiding and holding me everywhere I go and in every step 

I take.  

 

New Shiurim online and on podcast at rabbisilber.com 

FINDING AND FORGETTING 

RABBI SHMUEL SILBER 

WEEKLY SHIURIM 

with Rabbi Silber 
Sun 8:00a Daf Yomi 

Mon - Fri 

5:45a Mesilas Yeshirim 

5:55a Daf Yomi 

Following 9am minyan 15 Minutes of 

Mishnayos (Rabbi Richter) 

Mon 

8:10p Hilchos Shabbos 

Tues 

8:00p Marriage Chaburah, by RSVP 

suburbanorthodox.org/event/marriage  

Wed (Women’s Shiurim) 

9:30a WIT Tehillim Shiur, BJSZ 

8:00p Life Lessons from the Parsha 

Thurs 

8:00p Likutei Moharan (for men, private 

home, contact office for address) 

Night Seder with Rabbi Richter 

Mon-Thurs 8:30-8:55p 

Tues Kashrus in the Kitchen 

Wed Hilchos Chanukah 

Thurs Bilvavi Mishkan Evneh (Rabbi 

Silber) 

Mon 12/16– Special Women’s Shiur 

Rabbi Silber on Chanukah 

Private home, contact office for address 
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MEMBER NEWS 

Kiddush set-up: Yocheved 
Schechter, Selma Wolf 

Cookie Bakers: Shoshi and Sarena 
Ponczak, CG Polirer 

MAZAL TOV 
Steve Czinn & Teri Kahn on the 
engagement of their son, David to a 
Ilana Tamar (Silvie) Jierjian of LA 

Elliot & Diana Rothschild on the 
engagement of their daughter, Chavie 
to Meyer Raviv of Ranana  

Phil & Cheryl Rosenfeld on the birth of a 
grandson to Shira and Andy Gryll  

Richard & Susan Lehmann on the 
marriage of their son Micah, in Israel, to 
Adi Cohen of Tel Aviv 

BIRTHDAYS 
Rebecca Baruch, Ann Berman, Avraham 
Bluestein, Chava Bluman, Dina 
Brookmyer, Joshua Cane, Barry Dexter, 
Ayelet Elman, Ariella Esterson, Nosson 
Tzvi Fogel, Ahuva Galay, Yaakov 
Lasson, Abie Leichter, Kyra Milner, 
Zachary Milner, Daniel Neuman, Akiva 
Pomerantz, Sam Rogers Holy, Leah 
Saposnik, Natan Saposnik, Andrew 
Shindel, Brocha Silber, Aiden Strauss, 
Eliana Strauss, Rashi Turniansky 

YAHRZEITS  
Bella Orzegowski, Frances Willner, Lena 
Dora Exler, Alexander J. David, Steven 
Waranch, Ben Goldner, Germaine Miller, 
Simone Pollack, Lois Posner, Steve 
Steinberg 

SPONSORSHIPS 

TALMUD TORAH 
All learning in the month of Kislev 

has been generously sponsored by Josh 
& Becca Friedman l'iluy nishmas Josh's 
father, Yisroel Yehuda ben HaRav Chaim 
Rephael z'l, on his first yahrzeit, and by 
Samuel & Malka Esterson l'iluy nishmas 
Malka's parents, Ludwig Stiefel, Yitzchaq 
Laib ben Aharon HaKohen z'l and Sarah 
Stiefel, Sarah Rachel bas Baruch 
Avraham z'l, and Samuel’s mother, Hinda 
Esterson, Hinda bas Henech Ephraim z'l 

SHABBOS MORNING DRASHA 
Mitch & Janice Posner in honor of the 
yahrzeit of Mitch’s mother, Lois Posner, 
Leah bas Chayim v'Sarah z’l  

KEHILLA KIDDUSH 
Yudy & Dory Brody, Annual Sponsors 

MOTZEI SHABBOS LEARNING 
Annonymous with Hakaras Hatov to  
Hashem 

Charner & Openden Families in memory 
of Nini’s and Yona’s father,  זאב שמשון בן
 יעקוב טוביה

Sponsors needed! Contact Juliya 
Sheynman or visit 
suburbanorthodox.org/sponsor 

SHIUR SPONSORSHIP 
Rosalie Sklar in memory of her husband, 
Manny, Menachem Mendel ben Tzvi 
Hirsch z’l  

SHUL HAPPENINGS 

SOTC Book Club 

Tues 12/24 | 2:00p, SOTC 

The Girl They Left Behind 

by Roxanne Veletzos 

Kehillah Siyum HaShas 

Join the SOTC Chavrei HaSiyum to 

complete the entire Shas in time for the 

Worldwide Daf Yomi Siyum HaShas. 

Learning and sponsorship opportunities: 

suburbanorthodox.org/siyum 

Busing to Siyum HaShas at MetLife 

agudah.com/bus. Deadline 12/15 

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS 

Lights, Sip & Snack, for women 21+ 

Motzei Shabbos 12/14 | 8:00p, Park 

Heights JCC 

Enjoy friends, food & try your hand at 

creating mason jar centerpieces 

RSVP: jcc.org 

JCN Annual Chanukah Toy Drive 

Your kindness will bring a smile to a 

child’s face and a little “light” into their 

home this Chanukah  

Donation box located in shul lobby 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
Meet the Charner Family 

Yedidyah (Silver Spring, 

MD) and Nini (Yerushalayim and 

Cincinnati, OH) have lived in 

Baltimore since getting married in 

2003. They have four children, 

Zevi (15, Yeshivas Kesser Torah), 

Miri (12), Dina (9), and Michal (5 

and 3/4). The girls all go to Bais 

Yaakov.  

Nini has worked for fourteen years 

as a Registered Nurse on a Med-

Surg unit at GBMC. Yedidyah is an 

attorney at Jackson Lewis law firm. While Yedidyah’s parnassah is in law, his 

passion is in bartending.  

The Charners enjoy running, insanity workouts, yoga, and eating ice cream directly 

from the container. They also enjoy learning Torah with less affiliated couples at 

Project Inspire’s monthly Wine & Wisdom program. 

“We are inspired by the Rav and Rebbetzin’s positive energy, and enjoy the Rav’s 

always well-prepared shiurim and drashos. We appreciate Rabbi Richter for 

bringing a great ruach haTorah to the shul.” The Charners also applaud and get 

much chizuk from Adam Ben-Zev’s post-mussaf announcements and generously 

support the Suburban kehillah kiddushes. 


