
Parshas Yisro            Shevat 20| January 22, 2022  

Yisro: Lowering & Lifting 
Rabbi Shmuel Silber  

 
“It came about on the next day that Moses sat down to judge the people, and the people stood before Moses from the morning 
until the evening. When Moses' father-in-law saw what he was doing to the people, he said, "What is this thing that you are doing 

to the people? Why do you sit by yourself, while all the people stand before you from morning till evening?" Moses said to his 
father-in-law, "For the people come to me to seek God. If any of them has a case, he comes to me, and I judge between a man 
and his neighbor, and I make known the statutes of God and His teachings." Moses' father-in-law said to him, "The thing you are 
doing is not good. You will surely wear yourself out both you and these people who are with you for the matter is too heavy for 

you; you cannot do it alone.  Now listen to me. I will advise you, and may the Lord be with you. [You] represent the people before 
God, and you shall bring the matters to God (Exodus 13-19).” 

A good father-in-law knows when to offer advice and when to support in silence. Yisro saw his son-in-law, the great Moshe 

Rabbeinu, struggling under the load of managing and adjudicating the daily affairs of his nation. He proceeded to make a simple 

suggestion – hire additional judges. It seems obvious enough; managing the judicial system of the Jewish nation was not a one-

man job. So why did it take Yisro to convince Moshe of the need to make the change? Why didn’t Moshe implement this system 

on his own? 

The great tzaddik, Rav Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev (1740-1810) frames the discussion between Yisro and Moshe in a dramatically 

different way. Yisro says to Moshe, “my beloved son-in-law, you are so incredibly holy. You spoke to God on the mountain for 40 

days and 40 nights; you have a direct line of communication, you are God’s right hand – why are you involving yourself in the daily, 

petty affairs of ordinary people? If you spend your days with them and immerse yourself in the mundanity of their lives, you will 

spiritually regress. In your effort to help them, you will suffer a spiritual set-back.” Moshe responds, “my beloved father-in-law, I truly 

appreciate your care and concern, but I think you have misunderstood. You see, when I spend my time with them, I am able to lift 

them up. It is not them who bring me down, but rather me who lifts them up.” This was the fundamental dispute between Yisro 

and Moshe. Should one leave the ivory tower of spirituality in order to effect change in others? Yisro felt – leave it to someone else 

to help the people with their ordinary, everyday problems. You have nothing to gain and everything to lose. Moshe knew he could 

appoint other judges, but in doing so, would lose out on the opportunity to influence and lift them up.   

At the end of the day, Moshe listened to Yisro but not because he accepted Yisro’s perspective. He adopted Yisro’s advice as it 

was correct on a practical level. However, from the Jewish outlook and perspective, Moshe was and is unequivocally correct. It is 

tempting to remain closeted in the ivory tower of spirituality and holiness. It is alluring to want to focus one’s spiritual energies on 

one’s personal development. But it is our sacred task to have a positive impact on the people around us. It is our holy mission to 

share our spirituality with all of our brothers and sisters. It is our responsibility to lift others up by sometimes going down to meet 

them where they are. The fear of falling and failure when leaving our personal spiritual surroundings is understandable. But if we 

work on ourselves, invest in our learning, spiritual growth, and adherence and commitment to mitzvos, then when we go down to 

meet others, we will be successful in lifting them up.  
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MAZEL TOV  

The Taube, Keehn, Juskowicz, & Elbaum Families on 

Dani’s Bar Mitzva.   

Josh & Becca Friedman & Family  on Shuli's Bas Mitzva. 

Mazel Tov to grandparents, Mindi Friedman, Lena 

Rotenberg, Harvey Levy, and Fay Kaufman.    

Jullian & Lauren Hammond & Family on the Bar Mitzva of 

their son, Micah Liam.  
 

BIRTHDAYS  

Rav Jason Allen, Noah Brum, Miri Charner, Larry Copeland, 

Simcha L. Dorfman, Ami Elman, Atara S. Friedman, Hadas Galay, 

Bennett Goldberg, Ariella Goldberger, Dina Greenbaum, 

Barbara Kadin, Tani Keehn, Leora Khaver, Daniel Khaver, Abigail 

Klein, Yaelle Lasson, Shayna Lerner, Nachum Levine, Allen 

Myrowitz, Anaelle Orshan, Alexandra Polirer, Paul Pollack, Anna 

Ponczak, Avigayil Reidy, Elan Rotenberg, Chavie Rothschild, 

Aviva Rubin, Lauren Schleifer, Chaya  Wecker, Pam Weissman  
 

YAHRZEITS 
Anita Auerhan, Jacob Brem, Henrietta Cousin, Labie Delman, 

Lois Esterson, Wendy Fine, Miriam Rosenbaum Garfield, Avrum 

Josef, Rose Kozlovsky, Henry Lehmann, Gittel Mariam, Rabbi Levi 

Ness, Rifka Regina, Katarina Samuel, Benjamin Shapiro, Susan 

Shefter, Sure Wechter, Benjamin Wechter, Nathan Woolf  

TALMUD TORAH 
Bracha Strimber in loving memory of her husband, 

Avi Strimber, ז'ל הלוי אליעזר קלמן בן .אבהרם  

Avi Tobias in appreciation for all of Rabbi Silber's incredible 

Torah. His love for the Torah is evident in the Daf that he 

gives every day.  
 

DAY OF LEARNING 
Pearl Katz in honor of Rabbi Shmuel Silber for his unbelievable 

commitment to his Kehilla and Klal Yisroel with his Torah learning. 

May his parents, family and all of us continue to be zocheh to 

the Geula Sheleima b’korov. May it also be a Zchus and 

an aliyas neshsma for Zev ben Yosef z'l, our father who was deaf 

all his life and couldn’t learn but lived it to the fullest.  

Lawrence Suffness in commemoration of the yahrzeit of his 

beloved wife, Tania Rozmaryn Suffness z'l.    
  

SEMICHAS CHAVER 
Rabbi Dr. Moshe Lasson, Elly Lasson, and Danny 

Lasson l’zecher nishmas his wife and their mother, Greta 

Lasson, Golda Chana bas Shlomo 

Baruch z’l, whose Shloshim will be observed on Shabbos  
  

TEHILL IM & TORAH 
Yisrael Schwartz in honor of his wife, Miriam Leah, for her 

constant devotion and care for their family while always 

making time to learn.  

The Miller & Rosen Families  in honor of Iris Miller's 

birthday. Ad meah v'esrim shana!  
 

DAF YOMI  
Jacob & Eli Kates to commemorate the yahrzeit of 

Jacob's grandfather, Yissochor Dov Ben Meir  z’l(Buddy 

Silver).   
 

DAF YOMI  BREAKFAST  
Yehudah & Bracha Buchwalter   
 

EMUNAH MINUTE  
Baruch Ness in commemoration of the shloshim of his 

mother, D'vorah bas Mordechai Ze'ev and Tziril z’l.  
 

SHABBOS DRASHA  
Nina Allen-Goldberg in commemoration of the first yahrzeit of 

her mother, Miriam Rosenbaum Garfield, Miriam bas 

Avraham z'l.   
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SPONSORSHIPS cont’d:  
 

KIDDUSH 
Josh & Becca Friedman with so much gratitude to the Shoresh, 

Suburban, Ohr Chadash, and Bonfield villages that have co-raised our 

precious Bas Mitzvah girl. And Mazal Tov to Dani Taube on becoming a 

bar mitzvah. It is an honor to share this simcha with such a special 

family.  

Dani’s Family in honor of his Bar Mitzva.  

Ken & Eileen Creeger in memory of Bernard M. Creeger.  

Mickey Gomez in memory of Melvin Getz z’l.   

Phil & Cheryl Rosenfeld in honor of Cap (Allen) Myrowitz's special 

birthday.  

Buffy Beaudoin-Schwartz to the Torah Fund in memory of Melvin 

Getz z’l.   

Robert & Delia Benn to the Building Fund.  

Samuel Levy to the IJC.   
Roy Kaplan  

Dr. Henry Lief as a z’chus for a refuah sheleimah for Jeffrey ben Bonnie.   

Morton & Rosalie Rapoport in commemoration of the yahrzeit of 

Rosalie’s brother, Herman Greenberg, Chaim ben Dovid z'l.  

Steve Shefter in memory of Susan Shefter z'l, in commemoration of her 

third yahrzeit.  
Ovadiah Yudkowsky 
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SOTC UPDATES  


