
Parshas Beshalach - Shabbos Shira   Shevat 13| January 15, 2022  

Beshalach: Leave the Sea Behind 
Rabbi Shmuel Silber  

Dedicated in memory of Fraida bas Moshe Yosef z’l by her loving family  
 

Moses led Israel away from the Red Sea, and they went out into the desert of Shur; they walked for three days in the 
desert but did not find water.” (Exodus 15:22)  

 

The Jewish people had seen miracle after miracle. The plagues and the splitting of the sea had culminated in the singing of 

the jubilant shira (song), Az Yashir. But now, it was time to travel forward and embrace destiny. It was time to journey to 

Mount Sinai, receive the Torah, and solidify our identity as the nation of God. Moshe told the people to ready themselves 

for the journey ahead, but they didn’t want to leave the banks of the Red Sea. The verse states, VaYasa Moshe es Ha’Am 

mi’yam suf, Moshe led Israel away from the Red Sea, and Rashi comments: “Moses led Israel away: lit., made Israel journey. 

He led them away against their will, for the Egyptians had adorned their steeds with ornaments of gold, silver, and precious 

stones, and the Israelites were finding them in the sea”.  
 

Rav Zalman Sorotzkin (1881-1966) in his work titled, Oznayim LaTorah provides an incredible insight. With the crossing of 

the sea, the Jewish nation was catapulted to the heights of prophecy.  They were able to see and perceive God in ways 

unimaginable to us. They sang with Moshe; they sang with Miriam and with each song felt closer and more connected to 

God. When Moshe told them it was time to leave, they responded with one simple question, “why?”  Why would we leave 

this place of incredible holiness? It is here that we have experienced and connected with the Divine. Is this not the 

promised land? Is this not what we aspire to? Why would we want to be anywhere else but here? You have told us about 

Mount Sinai and the Land of Israel, but all we need spiritually and materially is right here. We feel no need to journey any 

further. And it was in this moment that Moshe taught the people an incredible lesson. There are times in life when you must 

leave that which is comfortable and known for the opportunity to seize an even greater destiny. The banks of the Red Sea 

are wonderful, but there is something even better. But in order to seize it, you will have travel into the desert of the 

unknown, give up your security and comfort, and strike out into the wilderness. It appears that the people were unmoved 

by Moshe’s argument, and so VaYasa Moshe es Ha’Am, Moshe forcibly moved the people.  
 

There are times in life when we find ourselves at our personal Red Sea. I find a spot in life which is comfortable, predictable, 

and secure. I settle on the banks of my life river, and I feel good. It is a good spot spiritually and materially, and I feel like I 

can dwell here for a long time. After all, what we crave most in life is predictability and security. But in those moments, 

when we want to settle on the banks of our Yam Suf, the voice of Moshe whispers in our ears, “it’s time to move, it’s time 

to break camp, it’s time to travel to Mount Sinai.” In those moments in life when we get to ready to settle down and 

“coast”, we must push ourselves to do more and be more. In those moments when we happily reflect on our 

accomplishments, we must ask ourselves, “what’s next?” Real growth only occurs when you are willing to leave your 

comfort zone and strike out into the unknown. May we find the courage to leave the banks of the Red Sea, venture into the 

desert, find meaning at Mount Sinai, and continue travelling to our promised land.  
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MAZEL TOV  

Yisroel Juskowicz & Shlomit Keehn on their marriage.   

Rabbi Gershon & Fran Sonnenschein on the marriage of 

their son, Yoni, to Estee Bill ing from Englewood, NJ, this 

coming Monday.   

Mordi Spero on his marriage to Nicole Berger. Mazel Tov 

to parents, Chaim & Rebecca Spero .  

BIRTHDAYS  

Rebecca Artman, Michal Charner, Kayla Diamond, Noah Dubin, 

Rina Ehrenfeld, Racheli Goldberger, Penina Green, Tzvi Haber, 

Rachel Hackam, Sima Haken, Dr. Ruth Klein, Baruch Ness, Judy 

Pachino, Shaya Steinberg, Rena Trestman, Jeffrey Venick  
 

YAHRZEITS 
Charles Isadore Cohn, Harry Goldberg, Lily Goldner, Louis Katz, 

Tania Rozmaryn, Kate Schwartz, M. Leo Storch, Rabbi Ephraim 

Wiesenberg  

TALMUD TORAH 
Bracha Strimber in loving memory of her husband, 

Avi Strimber, ז'ל הלוי אליעזר קלמן בן .אבהרם  

Avi Tobias in appreciation for all of Rabbi Silber's incredible 

Torah. His love for the Torah is evident in the Daf that he 

gives every day.  
 

DAY OF LEARNING 
Yisroel Juskowicz & Shlomit Keehn in honor of their 

marriage. 

Barry & Judy Silber to commemorate the yahrzeit of 

Barry's mother, Ilona Weiss, Freyda bas Moshe Yosef z'l .   

Chaim & Malky Wecker in commemoration of the 

shloshim of Rita Bayuk, Risha bas Aharon HaKohen z'l .  
 

DAF YOMI 
Ilan & Alyse Roth with gratitude to Hashem for the many 

miracles He performs for us everyday.  

Zach & Devora Sanfield as a z'chus for a successful 

surgery and complete refuah for R' Avraham ben 

Tzipporah.  

Brian & Karyn Gold in commemoration of 

the yahrzeit of Brian’s father, Shabtia Refael ben 

Avraham z’l.  
 

CHASSIDUS CHABURA 
Avi Brum  
 

EMUNAH MINUTE 
Baruch Ness in commemoration of the shloshim of his 

mother, D'vorah bas Mordechai Ze'ev and Tziril z’l.  
 

SHABBOS DRASHA 
Shmuel & Shira Artman, Shmuel & Shira Berglas, Shmuel & 

Shira Krawatsky, and Shmuel & Shira Pepper in honor of 

“Shabbos SHIRA”.   
 

KIDDUSH 
Yosef & Ateret Feldman in honor of the birth of their 

daughter, Dalia Shoshana.  
 

MOTZEI SHABBOS LEARNING 
Jonathan & Mashi Gross in honor of the raffle master for 

being the best raffle master in the world and in honor of 

Rabbi Silber and Rabbi Richter. In memory of Harry 

Wolfson of Omaha, Nebraska.  
 

SIDDUR DEDICATION 
Yudi & Dori Brody in memory of Ellen Sheila Weiss, the best 

mom ever, in commemoration of her 16th yahrzeit.   

In loving memory of Abe Diamond upon his 37th yahrzeit 

on 13 Shevat. By his family Adrian (Stephen Wolf), 

Michael (Irina), Jeremy, and Cheryl (Ziggy).  

Binyomin Fleischman to the Building Fund in memory of 

Rabbi Shmuel Yudel ben Binyomin Yaakov z’l.   

Bernard & Tova Fellner in memory of Avi  Strimber z’l.   

 

 

MEMBER NEWS 

SPONSORSHIPS  
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DONATIONS cont’d: 
Elliot Brum  

Falk & Iris Friedlander yahrzeit donation.   
Rosalie Sklar in commemoration of the yahrzeit of her beloved mother, 

Miriam Grossblatt z'l , Miriam bas Aharon, and her beloved 

sister, Berverly Venick z'l , Bas Sheva bas Miriam.  

Dr. Stephen & Adrian Diamond Wolf and family Michael (Irina), Jeremy, 

and Cheryl (Ziggy) to the Torah Fund in memory of Adrian’s first husband, 

Abe Diamond, z’l, on his 37th yahrzeit.  

Lisa Hollander  

Steven & Joanne Feld in memory of Rita Bayuk z’l.   

Harriet & Mort Silverstein in memory of Rita Bayuk z’l.   

Marlene Kiewe in honor of Rabbi Silber for all his efforts to make SOTC 

“the best” and in honor of Leah Sol for all she does to make life easier for 

so many congregants!  

Michael & Marcy Langbaum to the Torah Fund.   

Molly Griner to the Building Fund.  

Bernice Schwartz in honor of Jacob & Emma Exler’s anniversary.    

Yerachmiel & Michal Donowitz  

Hirsch & Gail Goldberg to the Building Fund.  

Manfred & Elaine Meiseles in memory of Elaine's father, Yitzchok ben R’ 

Chaim Ber HaCohen z’l.   

Noam Weissman to the IJC in honor of Rabbi Silber's Torah, and of course 

his parents, who are beacons of goodness!   

CHOLIM LIST:  
The cholim list will be refreshed on January 16. To place a name on 

the cholim list, please email: sotcgabbaim@gmail.com.   
 

MOTZEI SHABBOS LEARNING SPONSORS:  
We are in need of sponsors for the next several weeks. The Motzei 

Shabbos learning program is such an integral part of our programming 

and benefits so many members of our Kehillah. Please consider 

supporting this initiative. There are three sponsorship tiers available: $180, 

$250, and $360. To sponsor, please email office@suburbanorthodox.org or 

visit https://www.suburbanorthodox.org/sponsor. 
 

SOTC BOOK CLUB:  
The Book Club meeting scheduled for this coming Tuesday, January 18th 

is postponed to Tuesday, February 1, at 2 p.m.  

SOTC UPDATES  

DONATIONS  


