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Only a few weeks ago we celebrated the 50th anniversary of the reunification of the Holy
City, Jerusalem. Yom Yerushalayim recalls a moment in history that touched every Jewish soul.
In a biblical reversal of fortunes, Gamel Abdel Nasser’s plans and threat expressed by the united
Arab armies to throw the Jews into the sea were replaced by an epochal victory that brought
about the solidification of the state of Israel and control over the Western Wall and the old city
of Jerusalem. The list of endearing images -- paratroopers wailing at the Western Wall, Israelis
of all stripes linking hands to dance in the streets, of Abba Eban’s great defense of the Jewish
state at the United Nations, Moshe Dayan’s solemn walk to the Kotel, Rav Shlomo Goren’s shofar blow - is endless.
The six day war inspired Yom Yerushalayim, a holiday to counterpart with Yom Haatzmaut,
the celebration of Israel’s independence. Interestingly, the history of contemporary Israel,
where sovereignty arrived before Jerusalem, mirrors the founding of Ancient Israel. Joshua
conquered the lands between the Mediterranean and the Jordan to carve out a home for the Israelite and only generations later did King David declare Jerusalem as the capital city.
Maimonides (Temple Laws, Chapter 6) notes that what we are dealing with here are not only
different historical moments, but divergent holinesses. Joshua established the holiness of kibush, conquered lands, whereas the building of the Temple in Jerusalem established a place for
the Shechina (the presence of Hashem) to rest.
Though historically separated, the two holinesses need each other. The holiness of kibush is
the materialization of the dream of Jewish nationhood. It is the fulfilment of the many promises
to Abraham that one day his multitude of children would inherit the land. In the twentieth century, this holiness appeared in the form of the Jewish nationalist fervor that we know as Zionism.
Nationalism, on the whole, can be a positive force, but already in the late 18th century, the
Literary critic Samuel Johnson noted its danger, referring to the support of one’s people as “the
last refuge of the scoundrel.” Not because support for national aspirations are inherently bad,
but because they can be manipulated, used for less than idealistic purposes.
It is for this reason that Jewish nationalism is blessed with a second tier, the holiness of Jerusalem of Shechina. The Jewish homeland is meant not only to be a home for Jews, but a resting
spot for the Shechina. Jewish nationalism is not only about self-determination and pride, but
spirituality. It creates space for commitments to ethical monotheism, commitments to morality,
and the Torah.
The holiness of kibush offers its own perspective as well. Any government knows the immense effort it takes to run and preserve a nation. It requires a standing army to defend its borders and people, a system of laws, social welfare, and a host of other programs. Massive
amounts of time, work, and money are invested in running a nation. This is not always the case
when it comes to our spiritual commitments. Many assume that the presence of God appears to
His followers, and bestows its goodness upon the worshipper. The holiness of kibush reminds
the spiritualist that as much effort as it takes to build a nation is required to build a relationship
(Continued on page 8)
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www.yiplainview.com
The Shul email – yip@yiplainview.com
The Rabbi’s email – rabbi@yiplainview.com
The President’s email – president@yiplainview.com
The Shaliach—yipshaliach@gmail.com
Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is received and read within a reasonable amount of time. All other mail
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fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail must be mailed to the home
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Mishloach Manot, Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). Information
about where to direct your mail is usually included in the flyers.
Thank you for your cooperation.
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President's Pen
By the time you read this, the new board of trustees will have been installed, and I will be starting my second year as president
of the Young Israel of Plainview. When the proposed slate was sent out, and I was listed as president again, people approached me
to ask if I was crazy for taking on another year. While being president of the shul is certainly not an easy job, I honestly did enjoy
my first year, and I think that’s because I was surrounded by many friends who offered assistance and advice, and I was supported in
my efforts by all of you.
Of course, I could not have done anything alone; I had a very strong and supportive Board behind me, and, likewise, a strong
board is in place for the coming year.
Sammy Kahn, who has run a number of unique and enjoyable dinners as First Vice President, is stepping down from that position, but will remain on the board as a Trustee. Sammy, you did a yoeman’s job, and having run quite a few dinners myself, I know
it’s not easy…yasher koach! Thank you for your hard work, and I look forward to working with you on the board next year.
Stepping into the First VP role is Adam Farber, and having had the joy and pleasure of attending quite a few years’ worth of
Farberqueues, I am sure we’ll be in for an exciting dinner next year. Thank you, Adam, for taking on this role.
Joey Grover is continuing as Second Vice President, responsible for fundraising activities, and I have it on good authority that
we’re in for some exciting fundraising events over the next 12 months. Thank you, Joey, for your hard work in the past, and for the
commitment to the position for another year.
Ken Malc and Larry Pollack are ‘all in’ for another year as Treasurer and Financial Secretary, respectively, and, indeed, they
both have my utmost respect for the time, effort, and passion they’ve put into their work, as well as for the work that’s ahead of us.
Thank you to both of you, Kenny and Larry.
Rachel Brandler has moved from the Corresponding Secretary position to a Trustee position, and a “thank you” and yasher
koach go out to you, Rachel, for all that you’ve done for the shul, and your dedication to helping to grow the Young Israel of
Plainview.
I’m excited to welcome Eyal Ofer to the board as the Corresponding Secretary. While the title will remain the same, the actual
role of Corresponding Secretary is going to be morphing into something quite exciting…it will be more of a Social Media role, and
Eyal is going to help us ‘get the word out’ on social media. I’m looking forward to seeing YIP’s reach expand through these new
outlets.
Tina Abraham has been a wonderful Recording Secretary for the past year, and, Tina, I thank you for all of your detailed notetaking, and for transcribing them into clearly understandable minutes from the board and congregation meetings; not an easy task, to
say the least. Your presence in the seat next to me at these meetings will truly be missed.
Stepping into Tina’s role this year is Esther Linder. I am looking forward to having you next to me at our meetings, Esther, and
I certainly do appreciate your excitement in taking on the role of scribe for the coming year.
Returning to the board for another year are Brian Berns, Ariane Eisman, David Gross, Marci Karoll, Avi Ossip, Eddie Simpser,
and Alvin Smilow. I can’t begin to thank you all for your time, effort, contributions, assistance, advice, and everything else you do
on behalf of the shul – and for me – and your presence on the board for another year is truly inspiring for me. I am truly looking forward to working with all of you again next year.
Michelle Lowy, Jordana Rothschild, and Aaron Chaïtovsky are stepping down from the board, and while I am truly thankful to
them for all the time and hard work they’ve put into helping our shul, their presence on the board will sorely be missed. Michelle,
Jordana, and Aaron…thank you.
Miriam Rafaelovich has joined the board for the coming year, and I am excited about having Miriam share her wisdom and insight with us as we move the Young Israel of Plainview into the future.
I would be remiss if I did not thank the Nominating Committee for all of the hard work they put into getting the new board put
together and approved in such a short time. Eddie Simpser, Jeff Feldstein, David Gross, Daniel Marzouk, and Jordana Rothschild...thank you for putting together the board of trustees for what promises to be a truly exciting year ahead for the Young Israel
of Plainview.
Achron, achron, chaviv, a big THANK YOU to all of you, the membership of the Young Israel of Plainview, for putting your
trust and faith in me for another year. I’m thrilled to be your president – really, I am – and I am filled with excited anticipation about
the year ahead.

Enjoy the summer, everyone!
Best regards,
Z

The Shaliach

Page 4

Page 5

The Shaliach

Sisterhood Spotlight
The Sisterhood rounded out the year with a variety of exciting programs. If you haven’t already, please remember to fill the
bright green bags that came with the Sisterhood Mishloach Manot with food and toiletries, and bring them to the front desk at the
Mid-Island Y/JCC to supply their food pantry.
As always, the Sisterhood Wine Sale, organized by Atara Marzouk, was a successful event and raised money for the Sisterhood
while providing a service to the community. Thank you to Atara and to our vendor, Suhag Wines in Queens.
The Sisterhood Pre-Pesach mini-boutique was a fun-filled shopping extravaganza, featuring hats, a jewelry vendor, and Lularoe
clothing. Thank you to Liz Vilkas, Perri Wallowitz and Wendy Ofer for organizing the event!
Chana Leah Brehm whipped us up into shape between Pesach and Shavuot with a Sisterhood-sponsored Boot Camp. Thank you,
Chana Leah, for your donation of time and money to our Sisterhood, and for making us sweat. You will be missed!
The Sisterhood Book Club has been restarted, thanks to the efforts of Diane Rabin, Shira Ornstein, Jordana Rothschild, and
Francie Goldberg. The Book Club met on June 3 at the home of Sharona Furman to discuss the classic A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by
Betty Smith.
The Sisterhood Nominating Committee, comprised of Sharona Furman, Michelle Meir, and Sarah Gross, assembled the slate for
the new Sisterhood Executive Board and Committee Chairs. On May 21, we held a General Sisterhood Membership meeting, in
which we voted to accept the slate proposed by the Nominating Committee. The new Board will begin its year on Shavuot.
A huge Hakarat Hatov to the board members who are stepping down for their contribution to the Sisterhood. Congratulations to
our new and returning officers! We look forward to an exciting year of working together to develop fun, educational, and meaningful events and programs for our community.
Thank you,
Michelle Meir (Sisterhood President)
Sarah Gross (Sisterhood Past President)
It's Sisterhood membership dues and calendar time!
The Young Israel of Plainview Sisterhood is an organization dedicated to chesed, fundraising, coordinating social
activities, and offering support services to our members
and the community.
Join now to support our Young Israel of Plainview Sisterhood and get a calendar with your dues
$40 for YIP members with a spouse
$20 for YIP single members
$50 for Friends of Sisterhood
Payment of dues includes calendar
with unlimited listing of birthdays,
anniversaries, and yahrzeits
Additional calendars $20 each
Business directory and ad pricing listed in link below
$10 New Year's card
DEADLINE AUGUST 6th 930pm
www.yiplainview.com/calendar
Pay online or mail your check payable to:
YIP Sisterhood
C/O Shmuela Sternbach
61 Audrey Ave
Plainview, NY 11803
Not computer literate? Here is a step by step video on how
to use the new system.
https://radicalpromoting.wistia.com/medias/1feovnaj8s
For further assistance contact
Shmuel Sternbach
sisterhoodcalendar@yiplainview.com
216-470-3167

New Family Welcome Bag
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family Welcome Bag.
Hunkis - 15% off coupon
Kosher Thyme Marketplace - Shabbos Special
Unique Judaica– special welcome gift
If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the bag (a
coupon, advertisement, give away, etc), please contact
Chavi Kersch havakersch@gmail.com

Thank you to our friends and the entire YIP Community for your love and support during our difficult time.
Douglas Mund and family

We want to thank all of our friends in Plainview
for your good wishes on our Aliyah to Israel. The
weather here is gorgeous. The view is spectacular. When you come to visit, please come in the
spring, summer, or fall, and bring a swimsuit!
We are looking forward to your visit.
Stu and Marlene Horowitz
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Shavuot brings celebration and recognition of our connection to Hashem and the Torah, and it also marks
the YIP tradition of recognizing its new officers and board members. On behalf of our MALI Board of Directors, we express our gratitude to the outgoing YIP and Sisterhood boards, and wish Hatzlacha Rabba to
all of the new members. So too, our Mikveh board will be undergoing some changes. We express our heartfelt thanks to Marlene and Stu Horowitz for their many years of dedicated service on behalf of our Mikveh.
We are looking to fill several slots on our Board of Directors and encourage interested individuals to step
forward and contact us so that we can continue to plan for the future of our Mikveh. We especially encourage our younger families to take on active roles in helping to chair events and to help with other projects.
Our 18th Breakfast will take place IY”H on Sunday morning, July 9 th at Jericho Jewish Center honoring
Shelley and Gary Katz, and Chavera Ne’Emana, Chana Leah Brehm. Please join us as we pay tribute to our
most deserving honorees for their dedication and ongoing generous support. Our keynote speaker will be
Rabbi Gedaliah Jaffe of Congregation Ahavas Yisrael of Edison. Rabbi Jaffe has lectured in the tri-state area
as a scholar-in-residence, and is an instructor of Judaic Studies at the Frisch School. On-site babysitting will
be available for children 6 months through 8 years for a nominal fee. More information is available on the
Mikveh’s website at www.limikveh.org.
Thank you for your continued support,
Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan
and the MALI Board

OPPORTUNITIES TO CELEBRATE
YOUR SIMCHAS

YOUNG ISRAEL OF
PLAINVIEW

AND HONOR LOVED ONES !
In the past two years, over 40 leaves were
added to the Tree of Life in the lobby, celebrating bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings, the
birth of children and grandchildren, and other
celebrations. Thank G-d, many of us have had
simchas this past year, so why not take this
time to donate a leaf ($72) and add to the
growing Tree of Life !
If you are interested, please contact me.
Marty Taub

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY
ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE THROUGH
THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW.
EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED
TO PURCHASE PLOTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE.
WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO
EXTEND OUR OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE
THE YIP COMMUNITY AT A SLIGHTLY HIGHER
PRICE.
CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768.
THANK YOU,
SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, BARRY ZWEIGBAUM
THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE
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Seforim Dedication
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim,
Chumashim, Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family
member. At the same time, your donation allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the
shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or friend is notified of your
donation. Please note our newest book, for Tisha B’av.
RCA Artscroll Siddur
$36
Artscroll Stone Chumash
$54
Artscroll Tehillim (Hardcover)
$25
Artscroll Book of Megillos (Hardcover)
$25
Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover)
$40

Questions or requests, please contact Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at
Vilkasmd@aol.com
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L IF E C YCL E A NN OUN C EM ENTS
Mazal Tov
Parents, Rochelle and Louis Sroka, and Elaine and Ilya
Kohen, grandparents, Claire and Larry Gochman, and
Lillian Neidich, on the wedding of their children Sam
and Amy
Joanne and Billy Mlotok on the engagement of their
daughter Gabi to Jeffrey Koppel, son of Laurie and
Robby Koppel
Melissa and Corey Cohen on the Bat Mitzvah of their
daughter Shoshannah
Adina and Robert Roschwalb on the engagement of
their son, Yoram, to Atara Aroll
Grandparents, Sheila and Barry Glanzman, and parents,
Lauren and Shimon Brooks, on the birth of a girl
Angela and Steve Hubelashvili, and Tengiz and Dalia
Ben David on the engagement of their children Stephanie and Roni
Grandparents, Aaron and Yaffa Bertel, and parents, Orly and Matt Kusher, on the birth of a girl
Grandparents, Judy and Harold Kriegsman, and parents,
Jordana and Ari Schwartz, on the birth of a girl
Grandparents, Ruth and Roni Lorbert, and parents, Leor
and Tzivia Lorbert, on the birth of a boy
Rabbi Elie Weissman and Yoetzet Halacha Avital
Weissman on the Bat Mitzvah of Leba Geula

Barry and Deborah Spindel on their son Michael’s engagement to Briana Friedman
Ronnie and Jeff Eisman on the birth of a girl to Michael
and Elana
Grandparents, Cora and Jack Lessner , and parents
Yuna and Seth, on the birth of a boy

Welcome New Members
Ze’ev & Taly Binjamin and family

Condolences
Marcia Simon on the loss of her mother, Phylis Pompadur
Jane Cohan on the loss of her husband, Walter Cohen
Suri Gotowner on the loss of her mother, Lee Gotowner
Arie Neumann on the loss of his mother, Johanna Neumann
Arthur Ritholtz on the loss of his wife, Dorothy Ritholtz
Jenn Sneag on the loss of her father, Murray Wertman
Howard Sayetta on the loss of his mother, Harriet
Sayetta

May the Omnipresent console you among the
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Larry Bruckner on the birth of a granddaughter

Rabbi’s Study
(Continued from page 1)

with God. As the Midrash tells us, Jerusalem must be sought out, the product of effort. As R. Yehuda Amital used to tell us, Shechina doesn’t find us, we must find it.
This year let us not only celebrate Israel’s 69th year and Jerusalem’s 50th as disparate, but complementary experiences. Yom
Yerushalayim reminds Yom Haatzmaut that the Jewish people are a nation of destiny, that accepts the spiritual responsibilities of
being God’s chosen nation. Yom Haatzmaut reminds Yom Yerushalayim that spiritual achievement demands the same attention
and effort as national achievement. We are a generation privileged to have both a state and a capital; let us embrace the lessons of
both.
1

Based on sermon given before Yom Yerushalayim 5777
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K IDDUSH / S HUL C ALENDAR
JULY 2017
7/30/2017 SHUL BLOOD DRIVE

APRIL 2018
4/11/2018 YOM HASHOAH PROGRAM

AUGUST 2017
8/5/2017 LEVY (JONATHAN’S BAR MITZVAH)
8/10/2017 ADL PROGRAM

MAY 2018
10/26/2018 MALC (AUFRUF)

SEPTEMBER 2017
9/2/2017 LIEBERSTEIN (AVA’S BAT MITZVAH)
9/9/2017 FRIEDMAN (ZIPORRA’S BAT MITZVAH)
9/23/2017 BRANDLER (AVI’S BAR MITZVAH)
NOVEMBER 2017
11/18/2017 BRUNNER (HALEY’S BAT MITZVAH)

OCTOBER 2018
10/27/2018 HOCH (MATTHEW ARI’S BAR MITZVAH?)
FEBRUARY 2019
2/2/2019 GROVER (JOSHUA’S BAR MITZVAH)
DECEMBER 2019
12/7/2019 FLOUMANHAFT (ADDISON’S BAT MITZVAH)

MARCH 2018
3/17/2018 FLOUMANHAFT (ETHAN’S BAR MITZVAH)

The Board of Trustees and a vote of the
Membership, in keeping with current law
governing minors and drinking, adopted the
following Shul policy:
It is the policy of the Shul that there be
no consumption of alcohol by anyone under
21 years of age on synagogue premises or
at synagogue events.
Your support in maintaining this policy
is appreciated.

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, please contact Office Manager, Rivkah Itzhaky by e-mail at “officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-4334811 extension 100.
No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for any purpose or event without the
knowledge and approval of Abe Alper.
All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in advance except for a bris or a baby
naming.
If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be available to receive deliveries of food
and equipment. Speak to Abe Alper for details.
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Advertising
CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX
ASSESSMENT
AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.
Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.
Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985
(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher)
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere
No risk, outstanding success rate
Over 30 YIP families to date

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD
To place an order for a yahrzeit
plaque or for additional information, please contact
David Guterman.
gutermanad@optonline.net
SAVE THE DATE
Young Israel of Plainview
Annual Blood Drive
Sunday morning,
July 30 2017

MANY THANKS TO
JOE MEISNER FOR PRINTING

Stamp

Young Israel of Plainview
132 Southern Parkway
Plainview, NY 11803

