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F RO M TH E R ABBI ’ S S TU DY
The Synagogue’s Evolving Door

The ancient synagogue of Der Aziz, dedicated approximate 360 CE in Israel’s Upper
Galilee, for its time and place is an extravagant edifice. The building was 60x37 feet
and adorned with intricate artistic depictions, an elaborate ark for the Torah, and a brilliant staircase to ascend to the main sanctuary. Its windows offered an incomparable
and breathtaking view of the Golan Heights.
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The Der Aziz synagogue represents one the earliest known Jewish synagogues. Yet
what makes the Der Aziz temple unique is what was found underneath it. Beneath this
elaborate synagogue, archaeologists discovered a simple single room house. The house
is non-descript and unadorned, yet it stood in the area that became a house of worship.
Until recently scholars had assumed that it was once an individual home. Recently
however they have theorized an evolutionary synagogue. It is difficult to find a synagogue structure predating the second century CE. The Second Temple was destroyed in
the year 70 CE. How can an entire century pass with staunchly committed communities
existing without a synagogue? Historians now theorize that for the century immediately
following the destruction of the second Temple, early Jewish communities prayed in
non-descript residences that could easily be mistaken as homes. It took more than two
generations to come to terms with the destruction of the second Temple. Only then could
they build the elaborate sanctuaries that came to characterize our synagogues.
This discovery and subsequent theory in my mind cast new light on the “shul” vs.
“shtieble” conflict that seems to have currently captivated Orthodox Judaism. Firstly,
we discover that the dichotomy, simple home structure against edifice, stretches far into
Jewish history. Secondly, the question of “home” or “temple” seems to be embedded
into the very inception of the notion of the synagogue.
When establishing the sanctity of a shul, our Rabbis declare (Megillah 28a-b) that
“one may not joke therein, nor eat, nor drink. One may not enter to shield oneself from
the sun or to warm oneself from the cold.” The prohibited actions are clearly acts particular to a home.
Were the Rabbis seeking to stamp out the image of the synagogue/home altogether?
I believe that they were not. Instead, they sought to build and inculcate the image of a
singular spiritual home. Our dining rooms are dominated by eating, our kitchens by
cooking, and our synagogues by learning and prayer. Our mothers insisted that we not
run or play in the dining room. Running and playing would potentially break something
(Continued on page 6)
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Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is
received and read within a reasonable amount of time. All other mail
should be mailed directly to the recipient to insure it is read in a timely
fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail must be mailed to the home
address of the person in charge of the activity that you desire
(Calendar, Mishloach Manot, Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.).
Information about where to direct your mail is usually included in the
flyers.
Thank you for your cooperation.

The Shaliach
Meryl Altabet Fried: Editor
yipshaliach@gmail.com
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Our Donor Wall has been installed in the waiting room of our Mikveh. The beautiful glass plaques
acknowledge the original gifts that were made to open our doors and list the names of loved ones in whose
memory and honor the gifts were made. We gratefully acknowledge all of our donors and want to thank all
those who worked on this long-term project through the years.

Our 17th breakfast was a great success thanks to the efforts of our wonderful, hard-working committee, and it
gave us the opportunity to recognize honorees Shani & David Kaufman for their ongoing dedication and support. It also provided the opportunity to express our thanks to Chaverim Ne’Emanim, Rabbi Yacob and
Tirtsa Gil for their many years of dedicated service. Guest speaker Rabbi Jonathan Rietti spoke eloquently
about “The Greatness of Being Tested,” and delivered a meaningful and uplifting message of hope.
Thank you for your continued support,
Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan
MALI Co-Presidents
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Re-Activating the Tree of Life

We are “re-activating” the Tree of Life in the Shul lobby.
Interested in honoring a birth in the family, a Bar or Mat Mitzvah, a
marriage, an anniversary ?
Donating a leaf on the Tree of Life used to be a great opportunity…..now it is again.
Just $72 per leaf.
Please take a look at the over 100 leaves that have been engraved
And send your requested inscription with a check to YIP, to:
Marty Taub, 99 Plymouth Road, Plainview NY 11803.
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YOUTH
Dear YIP Community,
It's hard to believe that three years have come and gone. We wanted to take an opportunity to say farewell (at
least until we meet again!) and to reflect a little on the last three years that we have shared as a community before
we make our Aliyah to Israel.
Serving as the Youth Directors for YIP has been both an honor and an incredible journey. We both have felt that
Youth programs, while critical to the success of the Youth department, is secondary to the relationships we have
made with your children. Together, we have watched children achieve various milestones, grow into young
adults, become more serious about their commitments to Torah Judaism, and become responsible and caring
members of a community. We have derived immeasurable amounts of nachat from your children and really feel as
though we have been a part of their lives in a real way.
Please stay in touch! Our e-mail addresses are joshua.maltzman@gmail.com and sara.maltzman@gmail.com.We
have already told many of our teens and post-high school adults that they have an open invitation to our home
for Shabbat when they'd like to make the schlep. Additionally, we look forward to hearing and seeing all the great
things that your children continue to accomplish as they grow.
We wish much success to the incoming youth directors, Daniel and Jessica Sultan. We know that with the guidance and support of the community, they will do an excellent job of continuing to build and grow the youth department to new heights.
And above all, thank you to the YIP community for your encouragement, support, and above all friendship over
the last 3 years. There are too many people to name, thank G-d, but we are grateful to our friends who have been
a part of our life over the past 3 years. Friendship knows no bounds and transcends beyond geographic location.
Please don't become a stranger! We'll miss you! If you ever find yourself passing through Israel (or if you ever
want to just come and visit!), please give us a call!
With best wishes for the peace of the children of Israel and Plainview,
Josh and Sara Maltzman

Dear YIP Friends,
There are simply not words to express our
heartfelt thanks for the kindness and support you have extended to us during this
trying time in our lives.
Tha Feldstein Family
and
The Eisenberg Family

New Family Welcome Bag
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family
Welcome Bag.
Hunkis - 15% off coupon
Kosher Food Emporium - Shabbos Special
Pearls - challah and challah roll
Unique Judaica– special welcome gift
If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the
bag (a coupon, advertisement, give away, etc), please contact Melissa Weinick at gsweinick@hotmail.com
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Sisterhood Spotlight
This year has presented our community with a
number of challenges and tragedies, as well as several
wonderful smachot. These events have brought our already tight-knit community even closer together.
I want to express a tremendous Hakarat HaTov
to our outgoing Sisterhood presidents, Deborah Plutzer
and Sandra Katz, as well the other outgoing members
of the sisterhood board, for their hard work and dedication. They stepped up when the community needed
them, and they did a fantastic job.
I also want to thank the new members of the
Sisterhood board for joining our team, and the board
members who are continuing and/or taking on new
roles on the board. We are all excited for a new year
full of educational programs, social events, and opportunities for social and spiritual growth.
If anyone is interested in getting involved,
please contact me or another member of the Sisterhood
board.
Looking forward to a productive year!
Sarah Gross

Rabbi’s Study
(Continued from page 1)

or sully the pristine image of the room. So too our Rabbis accepted an image of the synagogue as home, yet insisted that we not act frivolously or flippantly in a place
designated for spirituality, lest we damage its uniqueness.
Our current century confronts the tail end of a paradigm shift, a separate stage in the evolution of the synagogue. Orthodox Jews have attempted to foster a sense
of homeliness in our synagogues. We now further created structures for our families. Expansive women sections,
classrooms, and youth departments mark immense steps
in our synagogue image. To home and spiritual edifice
we now add family retreat. The synagogues we seek and
the ones we create are homes, sanctuaries, and now spiritual havens for our family.
The novel image of the synagogue now challenges our
generation. The generations of the past were asked to
balance the image of synagogue as both home and sanctuary. We must now garner our own spiritual energies to
define the “post-modern synagogue,” to incorporate a
new image as our spiritual family room.

JEFF BOTWIN - GENERAL CONTRACTOR
cousin of Steve & Faye Krawitz
All types of construction – kitchens,
bathrooms, appliance installation and repairs

From the smallest job to a skyscraper –
if that’s what you wish!
Great workmanship and even better service
516 - 413 - 6095
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YOUNG ISRAEL
OF PLAINVIEW

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW.
EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE PLOTS
AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE.
WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND OUR OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY AT A SLIGHTLY
HIGHER PRICE.
CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768.
THANK YOU,
SHERRI MALC, ALVIN SMILOW, BARRY ZWEIGBAUM
THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE
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K IDDUSH / S HUL C ALENDAR
AUGUST 2015
MITZVAH)
8/8/2015 WEINICK (JORDYN’S BAT MITZVAH)
8/16/2015 WOLFSTEIN (AVIRAM’S BAR MITZVAH) DECEMBER 2015
LIEB (JADEN’S BAR MITZVAH)
SEPTEMBER 2015
9/5/2015 SCHWARTZ, RHONDA (LIANA'S BAT
MITZVAH)

SEPTEMBER 2016
9/24/2016 NEUMANN (JACOB’ S BAR MITZVAH)

OCTOBER 2015
10/10/2015 MARZOUK (BEN’S AND NOAH’S BAR

NOVEMBER 2016
11/12/2016 NEUMANN (DARA’S BAT MITZVAH)

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar,
please contact Office Manager, Rita Rubin by e-mail at
“officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-433-4811 extension 100.
No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for any
purpose or event without the knowledge and approval of Abe
Alper.
All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in advance
except for a bris or a baby naming.
If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be available to
receive deliveries of food and equipment. Speak to Abe
Alper for details.

The Board of Trustees and a vote of the
Membership, in keeping with current law
governing minors and drinking, adopted the
following Shul policy:
It is the policy of the Shul that there be no
consumption of alcohol by anyone under 21
years of age on synagogue premises or at
synagogue events.
Your support in maintaining this policy is
appreciated.

Seforim Dedication
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim,
Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family member. At the same time, your
donation allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized
message, and the family or friend is notified of your donation. Please note our newest book, for Tisha B’av.
RCA Artscroll Siddur
$36
Artscroll Stone Chumash
$54
Artscroll Tehillim (Hardcover)
$25
Artscroll Book of Megillos (Hardcover)
$25
Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover)
$40
Questions or requests, please contact
Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at
Vilkasmd@aol.com.
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L IFE C YCL E A NNOU NC EMENTS
Condolences
Mazel Tov to

Marty Cohen on the loss of his wife, Barbara Cohen, Basha Bracha bas Raizel

Grandparents, Norma and Larry Hill, and
parents Liat and Josh Hill, on the birth of a Ilene Feldstein on the loss of her mother,
Estelle Eisenberg
boy
Grandparents,
Meryl
and
Aaron Eddie Fryman on the loss of his mother,
Chaitovsky, parents, Stephanie and Shneur Helen Fryman, Chaya bat Yosef
Nathan, and brothers, Naftali and Shmuel, Phyllis Marcus Barax on the loss of her faon the birth of a boy
ther, William Kantrowitz
Rabbi Elie and Yoetzet Avital Weissman on Hank Rothschild on the loss of his mother,
the Bat Mitzvah of Tiferet Rachel
and Jordana Rothschild on the loss of her
Grandparents, Debbie and Eddie Simpser grandmother, Claire Rothschild, Chaya
and Carol and Brad Goldsammier, and par- Beilah bat Chaim
ents, Michal and Brad Goldsammier, on Ben and Aileen Kirschenbaum on the loss
the birth of a boy
of their daughter, Shani
Jennifer and Darryl Sneag on the birth of a Mike Schwartz on the loss of his father,
boy
Robert Schwartz, Reuven Ephraim ben
Chana and Sol Jacobs on the engagement Michoel
of Yoni to Tami Scharf
The Hoch family on the loss of Jen Hoch,
Grandparents, Debbie and Marty Taub, and Tsama Chaya bas Zev Sinai
parents, Eric and Danit, on the birth of a Audrey Azoulay on the loss of her father,
boy
Henry Michael Grubel
Grandparents, Lev and Irina Neymotin, May the Omnipresent console you among the
and parents, Lawrence and Liba Kaplan, mourners of Zion and Jerusalem
on the birth of a girl
Aileen and Ben Kirschenbaum on the engagement of Rebecca to Adam Abergel

Welcome New Members

Eliza Herskowitz on her engagement to Lori and Matthew Hildebrand and family
Avi Lichtman of Hillside, New Jersey

Page 11

The Shaliach

Advertising

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX
ASSESSMENT
AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.
Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.
Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985
(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher)
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere
No risk, outstanding success rate
Over 30 YIP families to date

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING
FOR THEIR DONATION
OF SERVICES AND/OR TIME:

STUART HOROWITZ PROOFREADING
JOE MEISNER PRINTING
RITA RUBIN MAILING

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD
To place an order for a yahrzeit
plaque or for additional information, please contact
David Guterman.
gutermanad@optonline.net

Stamp

Young Israel of Plainview
132 Southern Parkway
Plainview, NY 11803

