Page
Volume 28
Issue 4

The Shaliach

June 2014 - Sivan 5774

The Shaliach
N e w s

a n d

V i e w s

f r o m

t h e

F ROM

Y o u n g

THE

I s r a e l

o f

P l a i n v i e w

R A B B I ’ S S T U DY

R. Naphtali Zevi Yehuda Berlin

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Rabbi’s Study

1, 11

Committee Directory 2

President’s Pen

3

Sisterhood

4

MALI

6

Youth

10, 11

Kiddush/Shul
Calendar

12

Life Cycle
Announcements

14

R. Naphtali Zevi Yehuda Berlin rose to fame as the longest and, perhaps most influential, leader of the distinguished Volozhin Yeshiva in Poland. Through the stormy 19th Century, the Netziv, as he was commonly
known, distinguished himself for his graceful leadership and iconoclasm. Unlike many of his contemporaries in the Orthodox camp, the
Netziv supported a fledgling religious Zionist movement, Chovevei Zion. Similarly, while distinguishing himself as a first class Talmudic
scholar, the Netziv prided himself on his Torah commentary as well as an
abounding love for the oft-ignored Geonic literature of the high middle
ages. The breadth of his responsa, dealing with questions from across the
Halachik spectrum, as well as the varying communities that sought his
guidance, across Europe, British Mandate Palestine, and the United States
all point to his significance as a leader in the early modern Jewish world.
On occasion, the Netziv was known to tell his students the story of his
rise to greatness. As a young student, he struggled and failed to keep up
with his early yeshiva studies. At one point, his school’s dean approached
his parents about possibly seeking out an alternative path for the youngster. He could not seem to accommodate himself to Yeshiva learning. The dean suggested that the Berlins perhaps seek an apprenticeship
for young Naphtali. The Netziv, hearing this conversation from his room,
burst through the doors begging his parents and the dean for the opportunity to prove himself a worthy Yeshiva student.
Rabbi Berlin himself pointed to the inherent lessons within this story. Had he heeded the dean’s advice, he might have emerged a successful
businessman, committed to his religion and charitable. However, a great
spiritual potential might have been lost. After 120 years, he might have
been brought before the heavenly court as a committed Jew. However,
when they asked for his commentaries and works, he would have stood
speechless. They would have pointed to the lost spiritual potential that
(Continued on page 11)
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YOUNG ISRAEL OF PLAINVIEW
132 Southern Parkway
Plainview, NY 11803
(516) 433-4811

Rabbi: Elie Weissman
Office Manager: Rita Rubin

Rabbinic Intern: Moshe Genach
Youth Director: Josh & Sara Maltzman

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President ....................................................................... Eddie Simpser
First Vice President/Journal Dinner................................... Larry Cohn
Second Vice President/Fundraising ..................................David Gross
Treasurer/Finance................................................................Ken Malc
Financial Secretary/Membership .................................... Larry Pollack
Corresponding Secretary ......................................................Sam Kahn
Recording Secretary.......................................................... Joey Grover

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
David Bienenfeld ..........................................................................Aaron Chaitovsky
Aniane Eisman ....................................................................................Michelle Meir
Avi Ossip.........................................................................................Jonathan Stochel
Perry Wallowitz...................................................................................Gary Weinick

BOARD MEMBERS
Past Presidents ...............................................................Brian Berns & Irv Gomolin
Sisterhood Co-Presidents ......................................Deborah Plutzer & Sandra Katz
NCYI Delegate..........................................................................................Lou Sroka

BOARD COMMITTEES
Education.............................................. Avi Ossip & Rabbi Weissman
Eruv ............................................................................... Cary Kesssler
House.............................................................................Alvin Smilow
Nominating ......................................................................Irv Gomolin
Publicity/Marketing .................................................... Atara Marzouk
Ritual ...........................................David Kaufman & Rabbi Weissman
Shaliach ............................................................................Meryl Fried
Simcha Fund ............................................................. Rabbi Weissman
Social Action ...........................................................Jordana Rothchild
Special Gifts ......................................................................Marty Taub
Youth................................................ Sheryl Cohen & Shani Kaufman

OTHER LEADERSHIP ROLES
Announcements@yiplainview.com .. Larry Pollack & Jonathan Stochel
Cemetery ............................................................................ Sheri Malc
Coupons.........................................................................Alvin Smilow
Expansion ........................................................................... Gary Katz
Exterior Signboard/Yahrzeit ..................................... David Guterman
Hospitality.................................................................... Ariane Eisman
Kiddush .............................................................................. Abe Alper
NCYI Delegate............................................................... Sammy Kahn
New Family Initiative ................................ Jeff Lichtman & Gary Katz
Political Action.......................................... Larry Cohn & Cary Kessler
Webmaster .......................................................................David Gross

SISTERHOOD BOARD
Co-Presidents ...........................Deborah Plutzer & Sandra Katz
Vice President - Social ........................................... Sarah Gross
Vice President-Programming............................. Amy Guterman
Vice President - Chesed .....................................Tina Abraham
Vice President-Fundrasing .................................... Diane Rabin
Vice President - Education .......................... Miriam Rafailovich
Treasurer ...................................................... Linda Hoberman
Financial Secretary ........................................... Rivka Itzchaky
Recording Secretary ......................................... Atara Marzouk

SISTERHOOD COMMITTEES
Baruchim Ha’baim ............ Jordana Rothchild & Shani Kaufman
Calendar ................................... Marci Karoll & Atara Marzouk
Hanukkah Boutique, ................. Perry Wallowitz, Linda Chusid,
Hanukkah Boutique ................................... Rochelle Verstandig
Entertainment Books.......................................... Arlene Meisner
Mishloach Manot .............................................. Suri Gotowner
New Year Card, .............................................. Gayle Neumann
Siddurim and Chumashim .......................................... Liz Vilkas
Simcha & Condolence Cards ...................... Rochelle Verstaendig
Sisterhood Meals ................................................... Shelley Katz
Welcome Wagon ........................... Jen Hoch & Melissa Weinick
Wine Sale ......................................................... Atara Marzouk
Yoetzet Halacha ............................................. Avital Weissman
Halachic Advisor ............................................ Avital Weissman

www.yiplainview.com
The Shul email – yip@yiplainview.com
The Rabbi’s email – rabbi@yiplainview.com
The President’s email – president@yiplainview.com
Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is
received and read within a reasonable amount of time. All other mail
should be mailed directly to the recipient to insure it is read in a timely
fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail must be mailed to the home
address of the person in charge of the activity that you desire
(Calendar, Mishloach Manot, Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.).
Information about where to direct your mail is usually included in the
flyers.
Thank you for your cooperation.

The Shaliach
Meryl Altabet Fried: Editor
yipshaliach@gmail.com
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President's Pen
Dear Fellow Members of the Young Israel of Plainview,
It is truly an honor and at the same time humbling, to be given the opportunity and responsibility to serve our
shul in this new role.
I would like to thank Brian for his efforts and success over the last few years and for his continued advice
during this transition. A number of individuals are departing the Board and we owe them a thank you for
their service and dedication: Adam Farber, Linda Last, Arthur Lowy, Daniel Marzouk, Alex Stern, David
Vilkas. Knowing them, I expect they will continue to serve in multiple capacities.
I have been extremely impressed to see the large number of volunteers who commit considerable time and
energy to enhance our community. I look forward to working closely with Rabbi Weissman and all of these
individuals to further these efforts and I encourage everyone to join in whatever way you can.
One of the beautiful aspects of our YIP community is the heterogeneity of our membership. Yet this presents
unique challenges for leadership. While we have elected a diverse group of officers and trustees, I believe it
is crucial that we hear from all of you about your vision and your needs. At times I have contemplated the
logic of initiating a new Board just before the summer, usually the quietest time of the year, when little gets
done. I realize, however, that this presents a perfect opportunity for the new Board to listen first. This is one
time where the best approach is not na’aseh v’nishma. Over the next few months we hope to provide you
with a number of modalities through which you can share your thoughts and concerns about the shul and the
community. Please take advantage of these opportunities. Certainly do not hesitate to reach out directly to
me, in person, by phone or via email. We look forward to understanding how to maintain the wonderful aspects of our community while fostering growth and continued communal development, all the while bringing
value to all of our members.
Wishing everyone a pleasant and fulfilling summer.
Eddie

Seforim Dedication
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim,
Tehillim and Megillos. Books can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family member. At the same time, your
donation allows the shul to continue to add brand new books to the shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized
message, and the family or friend is notified of your donation. Please note our newest book, for Tisha B’av.
RCA Artscroll Siddur
$36
Artscroll Stone Chumash
$54
Artscroll Tehillim (Hardcover)
$25
Artscroll Book of Megillos (Hardcover)
$25
Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover) $40
Questions or requests, please contact
Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at
Vilkasmd@aol.com.
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Sisterhood Spotlight
In Megillat Ruth, Naomi tells her daughter-in-law Ruth to return to her homeland of Moab after the
death of her husband, Naomi’s son. Ruth’s reply is “Where you go I will go…your people shall be my
people and your G-d shall be my G-d.” Rather than allow her elderly mother-in-law to travel alone,
Ruth gives up her past while possibly sacrificing her future as well.
This strong and brave woman is a powerful example of loyalty and dedication. Young Israel of
Plainview Sisterhood is made up of women who are dedicated to the growth and well-being of our community and of the Jewish community as a whole. They show their strength and their bravery in all that
they do.
Sandra and I are grateful for the opportunity we have had this year to work with such wonderful women,
who follow in the footsteps of Ruth. We are excited to continue on with our responsibilities in the coming year.
YIP Sisterhood is always looking to continue this effort and welcome all who would like to join us.
Chag Sameach to everyone from YIP Sisterhood.
Sandra Katz and Deborah Plutzer – Co-Presidents
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MALI News
Shavuot brings celebration and recognition of our connection to Hashem and the Torah, and it also marks
the YIP tradition of recognizing its new officers and board members. On behalf of our MALI Board of Directors, we express our gratitude to the outgoing YIP board and wish Hatzlacha Rabba to all of the new
members. So too, our Mikveh board will be acknowledging those who are stepping down, as well as welcoming new members of the board, to be announced soon.
Our 16th breakfast was a success thanks to the efforts of our wonderful, hard-working committee, and it
gave us the opportunity to recognize honorees, Diane & Howard Rabin, for their many years of dedicated
leadership. Our Chavera Ne’Emana, Sally Neuhaus, served diligently as our treasurer for many years, and
we express our heartfelt thanks to her as she steps down. We are looking to fill the position of treasurer, as
well as other slots on our Board of Directors, and we encourage interested individuals to step forward and
contact us so that we can continue to plan for the future of our Mikveh. We especially encourage our younger
families to take on active roles in helping to chair events and to help with other projects.
Our Mikveh is a fundamental part of Plainview and its surrounding Jewish communities, and we thank you
for your continued support.
Ruth Lorbert and Janet Akhavan
and the MALI Board
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DR. MITCHELL GREENBAUM
BOARD CERTIFIED FOOT SPECIALIST
AMERICAN BOARD OF PODIATRIC SURGERY

Chief of Podiatry
St. Francis Hospital
Serving the Roslyn/Plainview Communities and
Surrounding Areas for Over 20 Years!
Call Today for Medical and Surgical Treatment of
• Diabetic Foot Disorders • Heel & Arch Pain
• Reconstructive Surgery • Sports Medicine
• Orthotics • Bunions • Warts
• Ingrown Nails • Fungal Nails

14 Glen Cove Road

525 Woodbury Road

Roslyn

Plainview

516-484-1444

516-433-3353

The Shaliach

Page 8

Page 9

A THANK YOU TO OUR YIP FAMILY
AFTER THE LOSS OF CECILIA REISNER

Dear Friends,
We are very grateful for your support
during this difficult time. Your kind expressions of sympathy, generous contributions, and all means of assistance that
you provided were most appreciated. We
are truly touched by your efforts on our
behalf.
We are fortunate to live in such a wonderful and caring community. It is no
wonder why you all held such a special
place in Cec's heart.
With Much Gratitude,
The Reisner, Pollack, and Zweigbaum
Families

The Shaliach

Page 10

The Shaliach

YOUTH
Shalom to all YIP families!
B”H we have had lots of fun programs for children of
all ages! Here is a brief recap of some of our most favorite
programs so far:
Tot Shabbat!
Shabbat onegs!
Friday Nigh Lights!
Latte and Learn!
Purim Carnival!
Pre Pesach Chametz Party!
Pesach trip to Adventureland!
YIP Youth is creating a pilot program of an “oneg
wheel” and/or “meal wheel,” in order to better cater to
your child’s grade. Please email Josh/Sara if you would be
interested in hosting a periodic Shabbat event at your home
for your child’s circle of friends. This program’s success is
dependent on all parents’ participation! We are always
looking for new hosts for onegs! Contact Josh/Sara if you
would be interested in hosting an upcoming oneg for your
child's grade!
We are proud to host NCSY's 'Latte & Learning,'
where teens can learn Torah in a relaxed and fun setting.
Every Thursday night (at Dunkin Donuts), our teens ask
questions, voice their feelings, and connect with each other
after a long week. For more info about Plainview's Latte
and Learning, contact Eli Weinstein or Sara Wolkenfeld.
The Purim carnival this year was a huge hit! There
was a puppet show, minute to win it, balloon makers, face
painting, popcorn, cotton candy, and a photo booth! Everyone had a great time!
Yip Youth also had a great time at the Pre Pesach
Chametz Party and at Adventureland. We are looking forward to hosting Torah Tours again for this Shavuot!
We are happy to announce that children of all ages
have been LOVING the ice cream kiddush after Shabbos
morning groups! Please tell your child to come to groups
so s/he can enjoy a wonderful treat! Three cheers for ice
cream! All children are invited to the 3rd- 6th grade room
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after the ice cream kiddush for a parsha roundup with Josh. Yummy
snacks are given out to children who stay and participate!
Please be in touch with us if you would be interested in hosting an
oneg, sponsoring one of our fun programs, or sharing any constructive
criticism… we would be happy to hear from you! Our email address
is youthdirector@yiplainview.com. With best wishes for peace and happiness for all children in Plainview and Israel.
Josh, Sara, and Zevi Maltzman
YIP Youth Directors

Shani Kaufman and Sheryl Cohen
Youth Committee Co-Chairs

R ABBI ’ S ST UDY
(Continued from page 1)

existed.
The Netziv’s story highlights the power of passion and commitment to a goal. Further, it casts
doubt at anyone who might view a person of any age as a finished product. The underlying assumption of the dean was that a student’s ability would be revealed by the time he was 12, an assumption
that turned out to be spectacularly false.
This issue of completeness is in my mind the most powerful lesson of R. Naphtali Zvi Yehuda
Berlin’s biography. As spiritual human beings, we are continuous “works in progress.” In our lives
there exist countless opportunities for growth and progression. With commitment, we can learn anything at any age. Today, regardless of age, represents an opportunity to learn something new, improve our knowledge, our character, and grow to be better tomorrow than we are today. The Netziv
represents a role model for investing in our own learning for continued growth, no matter what the
obstacle.
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K IDDUSH / S HUL C ALENDAR
JUNE 2014
6/21/2014 GRADUATION KIDDUSH

SEPTEMBER 2015
9/5/2015 SCHWARTZ, RHONDA (LIANA'S BAT
MITZVAH)

AUGUST 2014
8/30/14 HOCH (STEPHANIE’S BAT MITZVAH)
SEPTEMBER 2014
9/6/2014 LAST (SAMUEL’S BAR MITZVAH)
9/13/2014 FLAUMENHAFT (JASON'S BAR MITZVAH)
OCTOBER 2014
10/18/2014 KAUFMAN (SAM’S BAR MITZVAH)

OCTOBER 2015
10/10/2015 MARZOUK (BEN’S AND NOAH’S BAR
MITZVAH)
SEPTEMBER 2016
9/24/2016 NEUMANN (JACOB’ S BAR MITZVAH)
NOVEMBER 2016
11/12/2016 NEUMAN (SARAH’S BAT MITZVAH)

MARCH 2015
3/15/2015 COHEN, CHERYL (REBECCA’S BAT
MITZVAH)

The Board of Trustees and a
vote of the Membership, in keeping
with current law governing minors
and drinking, adopted the following
Shul policy:
It is the policy of the Shul that
there be no consumption of alcohol
by anyone under 21 years of age on
synagogue premises or at synagogue events.
Your support in maintaining this
policy is appreciated.

To reserve, remove or correct a date on the
Shul calendar, please contact Office Manager,
Rita Rubin by e-mail at
“officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516433-4811 extension 100.
No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for any purpose or event without the
knowledge and approval of Abe Alper.
All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week
in advance except for a bris or a baby naming.
If you are making a meat kiddush, you must
be available to receive deliveries of food and
equipment. Speak to Abe Alper for details.
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YOUNG ISRAEL
OF
PLAINVIEW

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEMETERY ARE STILL
AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF
PLAINVIEW.
EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTITLED TO PURCHASE PLOTS AT THE YOUNG ISRAEL PRICE.
WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND
OUR OFFER TO YOUR FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY
AT A SLIGHTLY HIGHER PRICE.
CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-2768.
THANK YOU,
SHERRI MALC
ALVIN SMILOW
BARRY ZWEIGBAUM
THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE
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L IFE C YCL E A NNOU NC EMENTS
Grandfather, Sheldon Schreiner, and parents, Chaim
and Batsheva, on the birth of a boy

Mazel Tov to
Aaron and Yaffa Bertel on Shanie’s engagement to
Noam Rabinovich of Shilo, Israel

Scott and Yakira Meltzer on the birth of a boy

Grandparents, Judy and Abe Alper, and parents,
Rena and Lenny Roos on Sean’s marriage to Eli Chani and Johah Honeyman, on the birth of a girl
Alpert
Grandparents, Arlene and Joe Meisner, and parents,
Irina and Lev Neymotin on the marriage of Samuel to Chana and Josh, on the birth of Sema Tikvah
Yardana Kaufman
Grandparents, Rochelle and Joel Verstaendig, and
Irena and Lev Neymotin on the marriage of Liba to parents, Barry and Mikal, on the birth of a boy
Lawrence Kaplan
Grandparents, Dorit and Arie Kaufman, and parents,
Shelley Portnoy on the birth of twin girls to Yehoshua Michal and Daniel Goldstein, on the birth of a boy
and Chavie Portnoy

Condolences

Miriam Rafailovich on being inducted into the Long
Island Hall of Fame
Batsheva Goldstein on the loss of her mother Mina
Norma and Larry Hill on Josh’s marriage to Liat Kwitkin
Lifshitz
Malki Allweiss on the loss of her father, Rabbi Irwin
Ronnie and Jeff Eisman on Michael’s marriage to
Elana Gold

Zucker, Harav Yitzchak ben Meir
Celia Cohn on the loss of her sister Esther

Jodi and Sam Kahn on the Bat Mitzvah of Carley

Judy Thaler on the loss of her father, Morris GoldMarc Schulman on Josh’s engagement to Mindy stein, Moshe Bendit Ben Avraham Yitzchak
Knoller
Bernie Reisner, Sandy Zweigbaum and Michelle PolParents, David and Sarah Gross, and grandparents, lack on the loss of their wife/mother, Cecilia Reisner
Elaine and Gerry Gross, on the Bar Mitzvah of Samu- Linda Ben-Hamo on the loss of her father, Charlie
el
Mayo, Ishaya Ben Ezra
Sherri and Alan Sofer on the Bar Mitzvah of Isaac
Judy Thaler on the loss of her mother, Ann Goldstein
Grandparents, Meryl and Aaron Chaitovsky, and parMay the Omnipresent console you among the
ents, Josh and Devorah, on the birth of Kalman Binmourners of Zion and Jerusalem
yamin

New Family Welcome Bag
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family Welcome Bag.
Hunkis - 15% off coupon
Kosher Food Emporium - Shabbos Special
Pearls - challah and challah Roll
Unique Judaica– special welcome gift
If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the bag (a coupon, advertisement, give away, etc), please contact
Jen Hoch at thehochfamily@verizon.net or
Melissa Weinick at gsweinick@hotmail.com
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Advertising

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX

Math Tutor
Grades 4 – 10
Linda Hoberman
576-1683

ASSESSMENT
AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS.
Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc.
Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985
(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher)
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere
No risk, outstanding success rate
Over 30 YIP families to date

Licensed Notary
Allan Hoberman
576-1683

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR
DONATION OF SERVICES AND/OR TIME:
STUART HOROWITZ PROOFREADING
JOE MEISNER PRINTING
RITA RUBIN MAILING

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD
To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or for
additional information, please contact
David Guterman.
gutermanad@optonline.net

Stamp

Young Israel of Plainview
132 Southern Parkway
Plainview, NY 11803

