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N e w s  a n d  V i e w s  f r o m  t h e  Y o u n g  I s r a e l  o f  P l a i n v i e w  

We often define the pain of mourning by its intensity. Loss exerts its greatest 

power in its most immediate aftermath. Halachik Aninut, the mourner's status imme-

diately after losing a loved one, recognizes the gruesome capacity of the hours fol-

lowing a tragedy, and therefore excuses the mourner from religious and spiritual re-

quirements. As R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik noted, man, confronting the fleeting nature 

of human existence, cannot perform Halachik acts which are reflective of human 

majesty. 

The visceral and emotive nature of mourning makes the Three Weeks, and Nine 

Days which lead up to our national, religious day of mourning, Tisha B'Av, all the 

more challenging. Acts of mourning and despair over a 2000 year old loss come off 

as empty and contrived. How material is a cry over a loss that lacks all intimacy? We 

never knew a Temple in Jerusalem to miss it, nor did we know the precious souls 

who gave their lives in those tragedies. 

The Tisha B'Av period presents the challenge of, what R. Soloveitchik called, 

Aveilut Yeshana, ancient mourning, a Halachik act which asks us to conjure intense 

emotional loss over an event in our distant past. The Three Weeks and Nine Days are 

in fact structured to compensate for this distance. Personal mourning spikes in initial 

intensity then slowly dwindles. Therefore, one who, God forbid, loses a parent, be-

gins with the most intense Halachik mourning of Aninut, which relieves him/her of 

all spiritual demands. This primary status then dwindles, Halachikally and psycho-

logically to Shiva, Shloshim, and finally, 12 months of lesser mourning. 

The Three weeks and Nine Days, however, present an opposite structure; the in-

tensity of mourning ascends, instead of descending. First we enter the Three Weeks, 

which places only minimal mourning responsibilities (refraining from, haircuts, mu-

sic, and gatherings) then becomes more intense with the Nine Days (prohibiting 

washing for pleasure, laundry, shaving), and culminates with Tisha B'Av, which has 

all the restrictions of Shiva. The Halacha understands the need to build up to the in-

tensity over the remote losses of our history.  

Similarly adding to our contemporary experience is the insistence that Tisha 

B'Av be treated as a day of mourning for all of our national tragedies. The Kinnot of 

Tisha B'Av elegize not only the destructions of two Temples, but the martyrs of the 

Crusades, the Spanish Inquisition, as well as the sundry expulsions of medieval Eu-

rope. It is wholly appropriate and advisable to include the mass destruction of Euro-

pean Jewry during the Holocaust, as well as those killed in more recent terrorist at-

tacks.  

(Continued on page 8) 
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     Mail addressed to the Rabbi, president, treasurer, or MALI is 

received and read within a reasonable amount of time.  All other mail 

should be mailed directly to the recipient to insure it is read in a timely 

fashion. For example, all Sisterhood mail must be mailed to the home 

address of the person in charge of the activity that you desire 

(Calendar, Mishloach Manot, Wine, Siddurim & Chumashim, etc.). 

Information about where to direct your mail is usually included in the 

flyers. 

     Thank you for your cooperation. 
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It has been an honor serving as the President of the Young Israel of Plainview for the past year.  Some of the most im-

portant activities of the shul have been our learning initiatives.  Rabbi Weissman teaches several interesting classes during 

the week in addition to his Shabbos drasha and Nach class.  We have had several inspiring Scholars in Residence Shabbos-

im, and are already planning an exciting schedule for next year. 

These are all excellent opportunities for inspiration and to expand our knowledge; however, nothing replaces the influence 

of a parent’s own commitment to learning and the impact it has on our children.  Parent – child learning not only conveys the 

parent’s own prioritization of Torah education, it establishes an atmosphere of positive interaction and a lifetime of memo-

ries.  

I will never forget learning with my sons for their bar mitzvahs.  We not only studied the parsha, but also dedicated time to 

learn Talmud together.  When they learned in Israel for a year, I always made a point to spend at least a day in the Yeshiva 

with them.  Those are all cherished memories. 

This year we are embarking on a community wide Chumash learning initiative.  This is a great opportunity to engage your 

children in Torah over the summer months.  Each family will learn one parsha and submit short insights on three to five top-

ics in that parsha.  Each insight, or summary of an aspect of the parsha, should be three to five sentences in length. The com-

pilation of our commentaries will be published and distributed on Simchat Torah. 

This is a beautiful program for your family and a wonderful communal activity of kiddush Hashem, sanctification of G-d.  

I encourage you to participate. 

 

Brian Berns 

President 

President's Pen 
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MALI News 
Shavuot brings celebration and recognition of our connection to Hashem and the Torah, and it also marks the YIP tradi-

tion of recognizing its new Board of Directors. So too, the Mikveh will move forward, acknowledging several board mem-

bers stepping down, as well as welcoming new members.   

Our heartfelt thanks go to David Levitsky (MALI’s first President), Ariane Eisman, Cary Kessler, and Aileen Kirschen-

baum, all of whose support and tireless efforts on behalf of the Mikveh are so very much appreciated.  Diane Rabin has 

served as President for more than 7 years, longer than any MALI President, and Ruth and the Board of Directors would like 

to express its deepest appreciation and Hakarat Hatov for her steadfast leadership through all of these years.  Diane will re-

main on the board as immediate past President. 

We would like to thank Janet Akhavan for graciously agreeing to serve as co-President with Ruth.  Janet has been an 

active member of our board for several years, serving most recently as our Programming Vice president.  New Mikveh board 

members will include Eddie Simpser, Elaine Gross, Alissa Ossip, Lisa Feldman, Ellen Goldstein, and Melanie Asherian, and 

we look forward to their participation.  We would also like to acknowledge the upcoming certification of Rebbetzin Avital 

Weissman as a Yoetzet Halachah and the unique learning opportunities that her training will provide. We look forward to 

Avital’s guidance on women’s health and halacha and know that her presence as Yoetzet Halacha will be a tremendous asset 

for our community. 

Our Mikveh is a fundamental part of Plainview and its surrounding Jewish communities, and we thank you for your con-

tinuing support.  

Ruth Lorbert and Diane Rabin and the MALI Board 
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Sisterhood welcomes the 2013-
2014 Sisterhood Executive Board: Co
-Presidents, Deborah Plutzer & San-
dra Katz; Vice President of Dinner, 
Sarah Gross; Vice President of Pro-
gramming, Amy Guterman; Vice 
President of Fundraising, Diane Rab-
in; Vice President of Education Miri-
am Rafailovich; Vice President of 
Chesed, Tina Ardito; Treasurer, Linda 
Hoberman; Financial Secretary, Rivka 
Itzchaky; Recording Secretary, Atara 
Marzouk. 

Thank you so much to the nomi-
nating committee (Sarah Gross, Di-
ane Rabin, Jordana Rothschild, and 
Avital Weissman) for a job well done! 

 
Sheryl Cohen and Liz Vilkas 

Sisterhood  

Spotlight 
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I would like to thank you all for the support I received after 

the passing of my brother Daniel Balmuth. He was a dear per-

son who was an inspiring and loving big brother.  I was touched 

by the caring response of the Young Israel community, and 

again thank you for all the expressions of sympathy, cards, do-

nations and visits. 

 

Marilyn Stolove 

Thank you to Rabbi and Avital 

Weismann, and all our very good friends 

in the YIP community for their good 

wishes, prayers, and thoughtfulness dur-

ing Bob's recovery from surgery. It 

meant a lot to us. 

 

Judy and Bob Thaler 

YOUTH 
B”H we have had lots of fun programs for children of all ages over the past three months! Here is a brief 

recap of some of our most favorite programs so far: 

Pre Pesach BBQ and Chametz party for 1st to 6th graders!! 

“Shabbat and Me,” for mommies and their babies! 

Pesach Chol HaMoed events: Ice Skating & Active Kidz! 

Onegs for kids of all ages! 

Bnei Akiva Shabbaton! 

Candy Tasting! 

Torah Tours! 

Sushi and Sheilot! 

Ice Cream Social and Parent-Child Learning! 

As the year comes to a close, YIP Youth would like to congratulate all the graduates! If you will be in 

Plainview for the summer, please reach out to Josh/Sara if you would like to be a group leader!  

The Shavuot all-night learning was a big hit! Over 40 different teens attended at least one shiur on Shavu-

ot night; a special thank you to Torah Tours for enhancing our teen schedule. The biggest draw was Sushi and 

Sheilot, an interactive Q&A with Rabbi Weissman, which attracted 30+ teens! On the 2nd day of Shavuot, we 

hosted the biggest ice cream kiddush of the year, in addition to parent-child learning! YIP Youth would like 

extend a special shout-out to Alvin Smilow for reading the “Aseret HaDibrot” to the children…Thanks! 

We are happy to announce that children of all ages have been LOVING the ice cream kiddush after Shab-

bos morning groups! Please tell your child to come to groups so s/he can enjoy a wonderful treat! Three cheers 

for ice cream! All children are invited to the 3rd- 6th grade room after the ice cream kiddush for a parsha 

roundup with Josh. Yummy snacks are given out to children who stay and participate! 

Additionally, we would like to extend our hakarat hatov to the following people for their amazing contri-

butions to YIP Youth! Huvi Yagod, Binyamin Weinreich, and Zach Neuman for their Torah Tours shiurim! 

Jordana Rothchild and Adam Farber for their help with the “Pre-Pesach BBQ.” Last but not least, Lisa & Ja-

son Fogelson for their splendid contributions to “Shabbat and Me.” 

Please be in touch with us if you would be interested in hosting an oneg, sponsoring one of our fun pro-

grams, or sharing any constructive criticism.  We would be happy to hear from you! Our email address is 

youthdirector@yiplainview.com . With best wishes for peace and happiness for all children in Plainview and 

Israel. 

 

Josh, Sara, and Zevi Maltzman  Shani Kaufman and Sheryl Cohen 

YIP Youth Directors Youth Committee Co-Chairs 

mailto:youthdirector@yiplainview.com
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VOLUNTEERS FOR ISRAEL  
by Stu Horowitz 

In the March 2013 issue of the Shaliach, Shelly and Larry Solomon wrote an article about Volunteers for Israel (p.4). I would like to give a 

follow up. 

Shelly, Larry, and I began by meeting all the volunteers at Ben Gurion Airport on Sunday, April 21 st. We were taken by bus to our first base 
near Ber Sheva. We lived on the base from Sunday through Thursday. 
On this base we worked in warehouses. I was cleaning a warehouse, 
sorting uniforms, and building shelving among other things. At the 
end of the week we left the base for the weekend. Larry and Shelly 

went to Bet Shemesh, and I went to Netanya. 

On the next Sunday, we met at the Tachana in Tel Aviv. From 
there we traveled by bus to another base near Ber Sheva.  At this base 
I was busy removing tires from old trucks, moving truck batteries, and 

many other things. 

On the last day we had a tyul to Yad Mordechai. Yad Mordecahi 

is a kibbutz located near Sderot (not far from Gaza). It was named 
after Mordecahi Anielewicz, a leader of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. 
During the 1948 war, members of the kibbutz held off the advancing 
Egyptian army.  There is a very interesting holocaust museum on Kib-

butz Mordechai.  

For more information call Larry and Shelly Solomon at 516-933-

7574 or Stu Horowitz at 516-342-6950. 

 

Volunteers For Israel: www.vfi-usa.org 

Sar-El: www.sar-el.org  Our Group Picture 

Stu Horowitz and Jack Rosenbaum resting before 

building shelves 

Larry and Shelly at Yad Mordechai Larry and Shelly at Flag Raising 

Certainly, these commemorations increase our experience of 

loss, but so too inspire a sense of national and historical unity. 

The Israelite nation exists inside and outside of time and history. 

We mourn during the Three Weeks and Nine Days the tragedies 

of the past, while recognizing that more contemporary trage-

dies exist as part of that continuum. The Talmud (Taanith 30b) 

declares that kol hamitabel al Yerushalayim zocheh ve-roeh be-

nechamatah, anyone who mourns over Jerusalem will be privi-

leged to see its consolation. Perhaps this statement reflects the 

national and historical unity of the experience, for those who 

understand that tragedy is one continuum, to see that redemption 

will come with our ability to help one another through the losses 

of the past, and embrace one another in the celebrations of the 

future.  

(Continued from page 1) 

RABBI’S STUDY 

Save the Date 

 

YIP Blood Drive  

 

Sunday, August 11 

 

2013 
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To reserve, remove or correct a date on the Shul calendar, 

please contact  Office Manager, Rita Rubin by e-mail at 

“officemanager@yiplainview.com,” or at 516-433-4811 

extension 100. 

No food may be brought into the Shul by anyone for any 

purpose or event without the knowledge and approval of Abe 

Alper. 

All kiddushes must be paid in full, one week in advance 

except for a bris or a baby naming. 

If you are making a meat kiddush, you must be available to 

receive deliveries of food and equipment.  Speak to Abe Alper 

for details. 

     The Board of Trustees and a vote of the Membership, in 

keeping with current law governing minors and drinking, 

adopted the following Shul policy: 

     It is the policy of the Shul that there be no consumption of 

alcohol by anyone under 21 years of age on synagogue premis-

es or at synagogue events. 

     Your support in maintaining this policy is appreciated. 

JULY 2013 

7/20/2013 SIMPSER(SHLOMO YOSEF AUFRUF) 

 

AUGUST 2013 

8/31/2013 LIEBERSTEIN (JULIA'S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

OCTOBER 2013 

10/5/2013 SAPIR (TZURIEL’S BAR MITZVAH) 

10/5//2013 COHEN (ADENA'S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

JANUARY 2014  

1/4/2014 ZIMMERMAN (MATTHEW’S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

APRIL 2014 

4/12/2014 GROSS (SAMMY'S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

JULY 2014 

7/12/2014 LAST (SAMUEL’S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2014 

9/13/2014 FLAUMENHAFT (JASON'S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

OCTOBER 2014 

10/25/2014 KAUFMAN (SAM’S BAR MITZVAH) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2015 

9/5/2015 SCHWARTZ, RHONDA (LIANA'S BAT MITZVAH) 

 

OCTOBER 2015 

10/10/2015 MARZOUK BAR MITZVAH 

K IDDUSH  /  SHUL  C ALENDAR  

CEMETERY PLOTS AT WELLWOOD CEME-

TERY ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE 

THROUGH THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF 

PLAINVIEW. 

EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS ARE ENTI-

TLED TO PURCHASE PLOTS AT THE YOUNG 

ISRAEL PRICE. 

WE ARE NOW OFFERING THE OPPORTUNI-

TY TO EXTEND OUR OFFER TO YOUR 

FRIENDS OUTSIDE THE YIP COMMUNITY AT 

A SLIGHTLY HIGHER PRICE. 

CALL SHERRI MALC FOR DETAILS AT 933-

2768. 

THANK YOU, 

SHERRI MALC 

ALVIN SMILOW 

BARRY ZWEIGBAUM 

THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

YOUNG ISRAEL 

OF  

PLAINVIEW 

We would like to extend our thanks and deep ap-

preciation to Rabbi Weissman and all our dear 

friends at the Young Israel of Plainview Communi-

ty for your kindness, friendship, comforting words, 

and generosity in memory of Arie's father, Haim 

Tzvi HaCohen Kaufman. May we only celebrate 

smachot together. 

 

Arie and Dorit Kaufman 
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Mazel Tov to  
Sharon and Steve Albert on Rachel’s marriage to Eli Wein 

Rhonda and Brian Berns, and the entire Khaimov and Berns 

families, on the birth of a boy to Aleksandra and David Berns 

Parents, Leah and  Paul Lowenthal, and grandparents, Max and 

May Sclair, and the entire Sclair family on the birth of triplets 

Ari Kaufman on being inducted into the Long Island Technolo-

gy Hall of Fame 

Eddie and Debbie Simpser on the engagement of Shlomo Yosef 

to Tee Green of Baltimore 

Sheryl and Joe Cohen on the Bar Mitzvah of Samuel 

Rachel and Jeff Lichtman on being honored by HANC at their 

annual dinner 

Parents, Zeva and Michael DeClercque, and grandfather, Shel-

don Schreiner ,on the birth of Akiva Martin in Portland, Oregon 

Parents, Joey and Monique Gross, and grandparents, Elaine and 

Gerry Gross, and the entire Gross family on the birth of a boy 

Rabbi Tuvia Brander on his marriage to Miriam Apter 

Feder and Braverman families, on the birth of grandchildren 

Deborah and Richard Plutzer on the Bar Mitzvah of Zackary 

Sara and Howie Grun, and the entire Grun family on the birth of 

a boy to Devorah and Yakov 

Grandparents, Judy and Joel Millman, parents, Estee and Daniel, 

and the entire extended family on the birth of a girl 

Adina and Moshe Sitorsky on the birth of a boy 

Rina and Bud Levy on the marriage of Hal to Rebecca Barnett 

Parents, Yoseph and Chavie Lorbert, and grandparents, Ruth and 

Aron Lorbert and Ilana & Aaron Blackman on the birth of a girl 

Grandparents, Debbie and Alan Jotkowitz, and parents, Tziona 

and Yossi on the birth of a girl  

Tina Ardito and Ari Abraham on their marriage 

Rivka Itzhaki on the marriage of Daniel to Debbie Kurtz 

Vicki and Phil Kurlander on the Bar Mitzvah of Jason 

Rita and Joel Roysman on the marriage of Justin to Chaya Ein-

horn 

Parents, Rachayl and Uri Gottlieb, and grandparents, Suri Go-

towner and Ed Ehrlich on the birth of a boy 

Welcome New Members 
Ilana and Adam Stock 

Condolences 
Marilyn Stolove on the loss of her brother, Daniel Balmuth, 

(Naftali ben Meir Hirsch) 

Aaron Bertel on the loss of his father, Alfred Bertel, Ephraim 

Ben Aharon 

The Feder, Roysman, Stern and Braverman families on the loss 

of  Millie Konigsberg, mother of Pearl Feder, Gail Stern, Ellen 

Kleshevsky, and Rita Roysman, and grandmother of Agi Braver-

man 

Arie Kaufman, on the loss of his father, Chaim Zvi Ben Alter 

Yitzchak Michel HaCohen 

Joe Cohen on the loss of his mother, Judith Sally Cohen, Sara 

Itta Bas Alter 

Esther Morris, on the loss of her sister, Sally Teich Trager 

Sarah Gross on the loss of  her father, Daniel Friedman, Daniel 

Moshe ben Robert Simcha 

  May the Omnipresent console you among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem 

L IFE  CYCLE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Seforim Dedication 
YIP Sisterhood is pleased to continue to offer  you the opportunity to purchase and donate Siddurim, Chumashim, Tehillim and Megillos. Books 

can be purchased to memorialize or honor a friend or family member. At the same time, your donation allows the shul to continue to add brand 

new books to the shelves. The books are inscribed with a personalized message, and the family or friend is notified of your donation.  Please note 

our newest book, for Tisha B’av. 

RCA Artscroll Siddur  $36 

Artscroll Stone Chumash  $54 

Artscroll Tehillim  (Hardcover)  $25 

Artscroll Book of Megillos  (Hardcover)  $25 

Judaica PressTisha B’Av Compendium - Tefillot & Kinot (Hardcover)  $40 

Questions or requests, please contact  

Liz Vilkas at 931-6848 or email at  

Vilkasmd@aol.com. 

mailto:Vilkasmd@aol.com
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Advertising 

CHALLENGE YOUR PROPERTY TAX  

ASSESSMENT 

AND SAVE THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. 

Call Real Property Assessment Consultants, Inc. 

Michael Schussheim 516-692-3985 

(cousin of Marty & Miriam Fisher) 
Member, Young Israel of Woodmere 

No risk, outstanding success rate 

Over 30 YIP families to date 

Licensed Notary 

Allan Hoberman 

576-1683 

YIP YAHRZEIT BOARD 

To place an order for a yahrzeit plaque or for addition-

al information, please contact  

David Guterman. 

gutermanad@optonline.net  

MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR DONATION OF 

SERVICES AND/OR TIME: 

STUART HOROWITZ PROOFREADING 

JOE MEISNER  PRINTING 

RUBIN RUBIN MAILING 

 

Math Tutor 
Grades 4 – 10 
 
Linda Hoberman 
576-1683 

Math Tutor 
Grades 4 – 10 
 
Linda Hoberman 
576-1683 

New Family Welcome Bag 
Please patronize the following sponsors of the New Family 

Welcome Bag. 

Hunkis - 15% off coupon 

Kosher Food Emporium - Shabbos Special 

Pearls - challah and challah Roll 

If anyone has anything that they would like to add to the 

bag (a coupon, advertisement, give away, etc), please contact 

Jen Hoch at  

thehochfamily@verizon.net.  

mailto:thehochfamily@verizon.net
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